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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 
Sunday, April 13:  PALM SUNDAY 

      8AM Blessing of the Palms and Liturgy for Palm Sunday & Holy Eucharist 

      10AM Liturgy and Procession for Palm Sunday & Holy Eucharist 
 

      Wednesday, April 16: WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 
7PM Service of Tenebrae 

 
      Thursday, April 17: MAUNDY THURSDAY* 

            7PM Liturgy for Maundy Thursday, including Footwashing,  
      Stripping of the Altar and Prayer Vigil 

 

      Friday, April 18:  GOOD FRIDAY* 
      12noon: Seven Last Words from the Cross  

as told through Prose, Poetry, and Music  

including Communion from the Reserved Sacrament 
 

      Saturday, April 19:  HOLY SATURDAY 
      9:00AM Liturgy for Holy Saturday, followed by preparing the Church for Easter 

      8PM Great Easter Vigil with Kindling of New Fire and Holy Eucharist 
 

      Sunday, April 20:  EASTER DAY 
      9AM Children’s Service with flowering of the Cross 

   10AM Easter Egg Hunt 

    11AM Festive Eucharist with full Choir 
 

* The ministries of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the 
Middle East are supported through Holy Week’s Special Offerings. 

Make checks payable to Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society. 

 

  Tuesday, April 8: Easter Memorial Flower Deadline 
 
 

 



 

“This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father: 

to visit widows and orphans in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 

James 1.27 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Easter is quickly upon us, and don’t we suddenly feel it? The sun is shining, the world seems to be (finally at 

long last!) warming up for good, the birds are singing in the trees and the crocuses are pushing their tiny heads 

through the now-softening earth. We are ready to sing our “Alleluias!” and to greet one another with the 

warmth and vitality that enlivens our Easter Faith. We are ready for Resurrection. Ready to feel the hope that 

comes in knowing just how much our Lord loves us. And ready to share that love and hope abroad.  

 

I think this overwhelming feeling of joy and gratitude may be one of the reasons that the early Church placed 

the care of widows and orphans, the aged and infirmed, on their Easter Agenda, urging their congregations to 

remember and care for those among their communities that needed special assistance and support (see Acts 6.1-

6). It is our chance to share new life and hope to those who may feel forgotten. It is especially right and good to 

remember the families of priests and deacons who made it their life’s work to serve the Church. 

 

For this reason, our Diocese asks each of our congregations to take up a special collection to contribute to the 

“Fund for the Aged or Infirmed Clergy” and the “Fund for the Relief of Widows, Widowers, and Orphans” 

sometime during the Easter Season. This ministry is held in such high importance that our Canons actually 

charge the Rector or Clergy in Charge of every congregation in our Diocese to take an annual offering for these 

funds (Canon 13, Section 7 and Section 8, pages 15-16 of the Constitution and Canons, 2011). 

 

As part of our own Easter Agenda, Christ Church will be taking up such a collection on the first Sunday after 

Easter, April 27th. There will be a special envelope in your bulletin marked for the occasion. I pray you will 

give generously. I know this will not be the only act of kindness and generosity you will make during the Easter 

Season, but I do hope it will make you ever-so-mindful of the needs of others, the great kindness and generosity 

you have found in Christ Jesus, and thankful for the ministry of clergy and their families in our midst. 

 

Easter is quickly upon us, and don’t we feel it? We are indeed an Easter People with an Easter Faith to share; 

may we do so with the graceful abandon that so characterized the life of our Lord. 

 

 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa † 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home 

address, email address or any phone number(s).  

Let us know so we can also keep our 

records/database up to date.  Please send us an 

email or call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.  
 

Change of address: 
Pamela Havell Siciliano 

16 Farmingdale Court  

Red Bank, N.J.07701 

 

Transfer Out: 
Gregory and Diana Michel 

To: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Westborough, MA. 
 

Baptisms 
On Sunday, March 2nd at the 10 am service 

Aniella Grace Ingenito, daughter of Nick and Gina 

Ingenito, received the sacrament of Holy Baptism 

and was welcomed into the church.  We rejoice with 

her and her family! 

 

   
                                               Photo by:  Jim Halpern 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 
(*) indicates member of CCS 

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, *Pam 

Havell, *Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon 

Williams, *Linda States, *Cassie Reagan, *Larry 

Feyereisen, *Phil Ryser, *Rick, *Diane*  *Louise, 

*Kate Diliberto, Zack Roberts*, *Nancy, Michael 

Schiavo, Doris Rainwater, Patrick Donohoe, Jeffrey, 

Jake, Joan, Loren James, John Veil,  Jennifer 

Turner, Suzanne Venino, Tina, Debbie Ambrogio, 

Harriett, Pam, Lisa, Ana Cisneros, Diane Minton, 

Chris, Mora Hanley, Ian Hay, Josh, Mark Schiavo, 

Sandra Diamond, Breanne, Omar, Dave, Chuck, 

Peter Biddle, Anne, Meghan Ryan,  Christopher, 

Brady, Cindy, Bonnie, John and John David Meade, 

Gerardo, Reverend Milton Holmes, Patrick Larsen, 

Trevin, Heddy Napoletano, Tyler, Fred Blozen, 

Lou, Laurna Hutchinson, William Emerson, 

Catherine, Ava, Jay, Brian, Marsha, Brian, Cheryl, 

Amy, Brett Risser, Becky Cuthbert, Marjorie 

Aamodt, Marjorie, Jean Bye, Meriwether Schmid, 

Ron Johnson, Pete, Sam Scott, Elizabeth Stone, 

Evelyn, Kenneth James, Brandon Scheidel, and for 

all who serve our country here and abroad, especially 

Traver, Michael, Bo, Alice, Dennis, Matthew and 

Travis “TJ” Wilson.  
 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for your time, efforts and 

support … 

 

A very special thank you note received from Sarah 

Schmid’s cousin….. 
 

Dear Sarah and members of Christ Church, 

I have so enjoyed the prayer shawl and can 

feel the love in every stitch when I wrap it around 

me!  It’s like a giant, care filled hug. 

My granddaughter, Mimi (who is 4), loves it 

too, especially the sparkles!  We sat yesterday and 

read books with it over our laps. 

Your prayers have done their job!  I’ve 

received the best news possible as I travel down this 

road called cancer.  I have held you all in my heart 

full of thanks. 

Sarah, I’m so happy that you are a member 

of such a loving congregation. 

Thank you all for your caring thoughts & 

prayers. 

Fondly, 

Becky 



To all who came to lend a hand at our March 

Second Saturday Workday “Parish Hall 

Overhaul”:  Walt Dein, Edgar John, Tom 

Cameron, Bill Cuff, Bob Kelly, Beverlee 

Akerbloom, Beth Immerman and special thanks to 

Mother Lisa+ who in addition to helping clean, also 

provided a delicious and hot lunch for all! 

 

MARK YOUR CALANDERS….. 
 

 
 

V Lent: Sunday, April 6    

Your last chance to join us for soup, salad, and an 

intriguing discussion during Coffee Hour 
The Book of Job:  The Wisdom of Good and Evil 

“Where then does wisdom come from?  And where 
is the place of understanding?”  Job 28.20 

 

Tuesday, April 8 
 Easter Memorial Flower Deadline  

 
Altar Guild Brass Polishing 

Wednesday, APRIL 9 @ 9:30 AM 
 

EVERYONE is invited to join the Altar Guild members 

in the church to help polish our brass. Please check your 

schedule; any time you can give is appreciated to help 

keep our church beautiful. Thank you. 

 

Maundy Thursday Vigil sign-up sheet is on 

the Parish House bulletin board.   

Please sign up! 

 
GFS meeting dates 

April 6:  “Pure in Heart” – Palm Crosses and 

Easter Bread - bring your “risen” bread dough.   

Save the date: 

May 9-10: Mother/Daughter retreat, Grove Hall, 

Ocean Grove, NJ. 

All girls ages 5 and older are invited to join us. 
 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT IS ON THE HORIZON! 

Our annual Hunt is held Easter Sunday morning 

after the Children’s Service. Keep bringing in those 

filled eggs. It’s never too soon to start.  Need eggs – 

see Sue Nap on Sunday.  We will also gladly accept 

unfilled eggs and bags of candy. Please put any 

donations on Mrs. Nap’s desk in the Sunday School.   

 

Don’t forget to bring flowers for the 

flowering of the Cross 
At the 9AM Easter Sunday service the children are 

invited to come to the altar rail with cut flowers to 

help flower the cross.  

 

 

Second Saturday Workday 
 

“Grooming the Graveyard” 
 

How fair and lovely is the hope which the  

Lord gave to the dead  

when He laid down like them beside them.  

Rise up and come forth and sing praise to Him 

who has raised you from destruction. 

(Syrian Orthodox Liturgy) 
 

Picture it: Saturday, April 12th, 10:00am in the 

morning. The cemetery of the parish church in the 

little town of Shrewsbury. Dozens of parishioners, 

dressed – not in their Sunday best – anything but 

that – with spade or shovel in hand, assisting one 

another as they plant tender young flowers in the 

once cold earth, sharing a cup of coffee and a 

noontime meal as they discuss their Easter plans. It 

is the day before Palm Sunday. It is time to ready 

Christ Church for the holiest week of the year.  
 

The Property Commission extends an open 

invitation to all our parishioners – young and old – 

to join us as we ready our parish (and our own 

souls) for the great mystery of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. Come help us tidy up the churchyard 

after a long winter (just in time for the Easter Egg 

Hunt for our young children), plant the inviting 

blooms of spring (and yes! – do bring your own 

annuals and perennials to add to the Easter 

beauty!), and ready everything for our Lord. 

It is time to “rise up and come forth and sing praise 

to Him”. 
 

A delicious hot lunch will be served in the Parish 

House at noon. We will be here from 10:00am until 

4:00pm; you are welcome to come join us any time 

during those hours. For more information, please 

call the church office. 

 

 



Holy Week Special Offering 
 

The ministries of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem 

and the Middle East are supported through Holy 

Week’s Special Offerings.  Make checks payable to 

Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society. 

 

 

Exciting Maundy Thursday Youth Event 

Thursday, April 17 

At last, a Youth Event for grades 6 – 12!  Come 

one, come all, and bring your friends!  The plan is 

to meet at the Parish House at 6:45 and go over to 

Church together for the service.  Following the 

service where will be feasting, activities, and 

fellowship until Midnight!  In His time, our Lord 

spent this night fellowshipping with his friends.  

What better way to honor our Lord than to do the 

same?  The event is being hosted by Georgette 

King, Rebecca Pruitt and Sue Napoletano.  

Permission slips will be distributed soon.  Be sure to 

get yours!’ 

 

 
 

 
Pancake Brunch 

 

 

Do you flip over flapjacks? Do you savor sausage? 

Then, you’ll love the Pancake Supper served up by 

our Church Youth.  

Please come out for a night of yummy food and 

friendly fellowship not to mention, supporting our 

Youth. 

Date: 

Sunday, May 4, 2014 

Time: Coffee Hour 

Place: Christ Church Parish House 
 

Cost: 

Children under twelve: $4.00 

Anyone twelve and over $7.00 

 

Make your reservations early!  Proceeds to benefit 

the Casie Kerr Scholarship Fund (for graduating 

seniors).   

Flippers and Servers, Set-up and Clean-up crews 

needed.  Anyone wishing to participate in the fun, 

put your name on the sign-up sheet, call Mrs. Nap 

732-229-0436 or see her at church.     

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW    
Members of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will 

meet at the Meridian Nursing and Rehab facility, 89 

Avenue of the Commons (behind Trader Joes) in 

Shrewsbury at 4 PM on Friday, April 11
th

.  We will 

tour the facility and to start visiting patients.  All 

Christ Church men 18 and over are invited to join 

us!  The Brotherhood is looking for new members 

to share in its program of prayer, study and service.  

Why don't you join us and see if the group is 

right for you!  We also meet once a month to enjoy 

breakfast and fellowship, a prayer or two, plus Bible 

Study led by Fr. Agostino. To learn more, talk to 

Tom Cameron, Jim Miller or Rod Webster. 

 
 

“DINNER FOR EIGHT” 
We would so much like to continue this program in 

2014!  We are in need hosts!  Future hosts will be 

contacting potential dinner guests to invite them 

participate and enjoy this program of food, fun, and 

fellowship.   Here’s how it works: The host picks a 

date to host approx. 6 guests in their home either 

lunch or dinner, Parish Life assists and suggests 

possible guests. This will also a way for newcomers 

to associate closer current members and learn more 

about parish programs and projects, as well as 

enjoying delicious home cooking in a relaxing 

atmosphere. 

Vestry - Parish Life 

 

 

EGGSTRAVAGANZA – Another 

HUGE Success! 
To all of you who bought or sold eggs, we 

exceeded last year’s sales and topped more than 850 

eggs sold!  Kind of an ABUNDANZA for egg 

sales, wouldn’t you say?  You all really “HOPPED 

TO IT” and we surely made a “BUCK-BUCK-

BUCK” or two.  Don’t you just LOVE hearing that 

CHICK-CHING?!!  You ALL made it happen.  Be 

proud.  Many, many thanks. 

 The fun is not over yet.  The fundraiser will 

be wrapping up during the week of April 7 when we 

bag and decorate the egg packages for delivery.  

Details as to specific date and time of the wrap-up 

to follow.     

Sue Napoletano, Eggstravaganza Fundraiser 

Chairperson 

 



Knitting Pearls News 
 

The Knitting Pearls are off on a new adventure.  We 

are makeing a sampler afghan made up of squares 

in various patterns and designs.  We plan to auction 

the afghan at our next Holiday Bazaar!  Knitting 

Pearls meet as a group on Wednesday evenings @ 

Perky’s House.  Beginners are welcome to come 

and learn!  See Perky at coffee hour for more details 

or call the parish office.   

 

2014 GRADUATING SENIORS  
  

CASIE KERR SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

This is a special fund established many years ago to 

award graduating seniors from Christ Church for 

service done in the parish.  It was given its current 

name to honor one of our high school students, 

Casie Kerr, who died in a car accident in August 

2000.  It is our way of giving special thanksgiving 

for the life and ministry of our children and it 

reminds them that we are still a source of support to 

them as they leave this place to further their studies.   

Applications are available on the parish web site 

(click on the “forms” tab) or you can pick one up 

in the Parish Office.  
 

 

Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

(February 2014) 

 

YTD Actual Pledge and Plate:       $ 26,530 

YTD Budgeted Pledge and Plate:  $ 28,585 

 

Total YTD Income:     $ 28,361 

Total YTD Expenses:  $ 38,924 

 

Net Income: ($ 10,563) 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ 

Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerry Marengo - Treasurer 

  
Please note that pledges given this year are well below the 

amount pledged.  Considering the particularly difficult winter 

we have experienced, this is not so unexpected.  However, we 

request that you do not forget t mail your pledge to the church 

when you are away or unable to attend Sunday service. 

 

Weekend in Olde Monmouth 
(WOM) 

Saturday, May 3 & Sunday, May 4 

 

WOM is a once a year event in which historic sites 

throughout Monmouth County agree to be open for 

visitors to drop in and see the sites of their choice.  

As a result we will have the church open on 

Saturday from 10-5 and Sunday from noon to 5.  To 

enhance the WOM experience we will again be 

placing a number of our Historic Objects on display 

in the church for visitors to see.  Additional 

assistance is needed particularly as a docent to be in 

the church and assist WOM visitors. Please contact 

Bob Kelly if you can help. No special knowledge of 

our history is required. 

Thank you, Bob Kelly ~ Parish Historian 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Ministry Institute 

Diocese of New Jersey 

A Center for Christian Formation, Spirituality, Ministry 

Learning, and Development 

Workshops-Retreats-Courses-Conferences 

For Everyone in the Diocese of New Jersey 

To learn more about the following courses and/or to 

register visit their web site at 

www.newjersey.anglican.org and click Ministry Institute 

 

April 2014 

3 - 5 Building the Beloved Community:  Undoing 

Racism – Intensive two and a half day 

workshop focuses on understanding what 

racism is, where it comes from, how it 

functions, why it persists and how it can be 

undone.   Fee:  $50.00  Trinity Cathedral, 

Trenton 

6 Annual Diocesan Recovery Sunday 

Celebration – Diocesan wide Eucharistic 

celebration of those in recovery who have 

found a new freedom and a new happiness in 

sobriety.  Family and Friends are invited too. 

Trinity Cathedral Chapel, Trenton, 3PM, 

reception to follow. 

 



 “On the Road to the Diaconate” 
 

I confess.  I’m not very good about keeping track of 

church seasons.  As a kid growing up in Chicago, 

the only church services besides Sunday my family 

attended were Christmas and Easter.  Occasionally 

when my grandmother would go to an Ash 

Wednesday service, my mom would take me and 

my sister.  In my young mind, Ash Wednesday was 

the worst.  I couldn’t wait to get home to wash off 

the ashes.  Christmas and Easter services were long, 

and the clothes I had to wear were uncomfortable, 

but at least I could look forward to presents and 

candy. 

 

Sadly, as a homemaker with young children, my 

situation did not change much.  Just getting our girls 

to church on Sunday was enough of a struggle.  

Later, when they were acolytes, I still managed to 

avoid some of the most intimate expressions of 

corporate worship by confining their service to 

Sunday mornings.   Thus at Christ Church, with the 

possible exception of “Rally Sunday” and “Youth 

Sunday” respectively at the beginning and end of 

the church school year, Christmas and Easter were 

still the only seasonal services I attended.    

 

As my children got older, I did slowly become more 

mindful of the church seasons.  (Teaching church 

school will do that!)  Even so, as recently as last 

year a fellow classmate of mine and I together 

lamented the fact that as deacon nominees we were 

required to attend as many services during Lent and 

Holy Week “as possible.”  We both agreed – that 

was way too much “church” for us! 

 

God is full of surprises, yes, even for a sinner like 

me.  Once again, Ash Wednesday and Lent had 

snuck up on me and I had inadvertently scheduled 

conflicts with the noon Ash Wednesday service at 

St. Raphael’s.  I had already told Mo. Nancy that I 

would not be able to attend.  “No problem”, she 

said.  

 

As providence would have it, however, my 

temporal conflicts evaporated.  Strangely I felt a tug 

to attend an Ash Wednesday service.   Although 

traffic was very heavy, I seemed to effortlessly 

arrive at St. Raphael’s just before noon. 

 

There was no outward indication of anything usual.  

Our group was small, the service was informal, and 

I was the chalice bearer.  Admittedly I felt a few 

stirrings when I received ashes (the first time since 

childhood) and participated in Stations of the Cross 

(a new experience for me).  But then, in the quiet of 

the sanctuary, I anointed Mo. Nancy with ashes. 

 

A fire had been ignited in me.  It was as if I couldn’t 

get enough of Lent.  Before I left that day, I grabbed 

the albs out of the office closet, determined to 

launder them as part of my personal Lenten 

discipline.  By Sunday I could barely wait until 

Wednesday for the noon healing Eucharist and 

Stations of the Cross.  And already that Monday I 

was busy clearing my calendar so that during Holy 

Week I could truly attend as many services as 

possible at St. Raphael’s. 

 

I think Lent has become my favorite season.  I 

wonder what surprises God has in store for me next 

year. 

 

Peace, 

Karen 

 

           
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Don’t forget to sign-up for our  
Maundy Thursday Prayer Vigil! 

 
Sign-up during coffee hour or call the 

Parish Office and we will put your 
name on the list! 

 

 
 



Did You Know? 

Stories of Christ Church History 

By Bob Kelly, Parish Historian 
 

“Did You Know …?” 
 

Our parish history is an important element of our 

culture at Christ Church. It is all around us and we 

celebrate it more formally periodically with events 

like History Weekend and the Images Exhibit. So 

this is an excellent time for a pop quiz! Test your 

knowledge of our heritage!! 

 

1. The oldest photograph of the church is dated 

about 

a. 1830  

b. 1870 

c. 1910 

d. Stardate 21054 
 

2. The sacristy and choir robing areas were 

added to the church in 

a. 1854 

b. 1926 

c. 1957 

d. 1982 
 

3. The deed to the church dated 1706 was 

between the SPG and  

a. Josiah Holmes 

b. Lewis Morris 

c. Nicholas Brown 

d. Peter Stuyvesant 
 

4. The oldest Indian deed in the church 

collection is 

a. 1624 

b. 1676 

c. 1684 

d. 1776 
 

5. The church farm, or glebe, was willed to the 

church by  

a. William Leeds 

b. Samuel Cooke 

c. Lewis Morris 

d. Donald Trump 

 

6. The 1769 church builder’s agreement called 

for labor compensation of 

a. 600 pounds 

b. 300 pounds 

c. 100 pounds 

d. a barrel of rum 

7. The name on the 1758 lottery ticket used to 

raise monies for church construction had the 

following name on it 

a. Josiah Holmes 

b. Rev. Samuel Cooke 

c. Jacob Throckmorton 

d. HRH King George III 
 

8. Churches in Red Bank and Long Branch 

were established during the rectorship of 

a. Rev Benjamin Franklin 

b. Rev Samuel Cooke 

c. Rev Harry Finch  

d. Jerry Falwell 
 

9. Christ Church Middletown conducted a 

mock pirate raid against Christ Church 

Shrewsbury as part of an anniversary 

celebration in the year 

a. 1902 

b. 1952 

c. 1977 

d. last week 
 

10. The property that our church sits on is 

owned by 

a. Our Parish 

b. The SPG 

c. The Diocese 

d. Don’t ask. 
 

11. A prominent American novelist wrote a 

portrait of our church for the NY Times. He 

is 

a. Theodore Dreiser 

b. Mark Twain 

c. F Scott Fitzgerald 

d. Bret Harte 
 

12. The church was first consecrated in: 

a. 1774 

b. 1845 

c. 1869 

d. Never 
 

 

The answers can be found elsewhere in this issue of 

the Crown. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 
 

(answers can be found elsewhere in this issue) 



EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWER 

OFFERING 
 

(Please PRINT neatly) 
 

In memory of:   

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

In thanksgiving for: 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Requested by:  

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Pledge # ____________________ 

 

Offering $  ___________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to “Christ Church Altar 

Guild” 

 

Offering must be received by Tuesday, April 8  
 

A Note from the Senior Warden  
 

Ministry of the Prayer Shawls 
 

One of the wonderful activities at our parish that 

serves as an element of our spiritual life and 

community outreach richness is our Prayer Shawls 

Ministry. Prayer Shawls are hand knit and given to 

people in distress. Prior to their being given they are 

blessed during a Sunday service with the following 

blessing. This blessing beautifully captures the 

purpose and value of these prayer shawls. 
 

 

 

This Prayer Shawl was made by a group of 

loving hands from Christ Church, 

Episcopal, in Shrewsbury, New Jersey. It 

has been blessed in the presence of the 

congregation, and comes to you filled with 

our prayers. 

      

 In the love of Christ, 

        

 The Knitting Pearls of Christ Church 

 

May this blanket be a blanket of caring 

May this blanket be a blanket of protection 

May this blanket be a blanket of wholeness 

 

May this blanket bring to its wearer, strength 

May this blanket bring to its wearer, healing 

May this blanket bring to its wearer, 

patience 

 

Bless this blanket, O Triune God, 

to enfold, 

encircle 

and empower 

those whose hands have made, 

and those whose shoulders shall wear it. 

Amen. 

 

 



On Sunday March 16
th

, two Prayer Shawls were 

blessed by Mother Mary Frances as they were held 

by Mother Lisa. 

 

  

These two beautiful shawls are destined for their 

usual role in Pastoral Care as reflected in the 

blessing prayer. But these are going far from 

Shrewsbury. They are travelling to Arizona!  One is 

going to Jean Bye who is battling breast cancer. 

You may remember Jean who joined us as a 

“visiting” parishioner last year. Jean was here on 

assignment to help people who were displaced by 

Superstorm Sandy. We referred to her as our 

“FEMA Girl”. She even found genealogical 

linkages with someone buried in our graveyard. Her 

home is in Phoenix. The other shawl is going to 

John and Jill Kelly of Mesa. Their 34 year old 

daughter, Erin, passed away suddenly on February 

17
th

. John is my younger brother. 

 

I am delighted to be the ambassador of Christ 

Church delivering these beautiful prayer shawls.  
 

Here are the recipients with the shawls.       
 

 

 
 

The Prayer Shawls ministry is wonderful in 

comforting in a healing or grieving process.  

 

These two particular shawls have a special meaning 

in that we are reaching out over a great distance to 

people in need who have a limited or temporary 

relationship with our parish. This illustrates our 

ability to take on this broader Outreach or Pastoral 

Care role well beyond our borders. (I believe this 

ministry fits both of these categories of caring.) As 

we have achieved a certain level of maturity and 

strength in our spiritual journey and our community 

linkages as a parish, we are in a good position to 

expand those elements to a broader constituency.  

To a broader set of Christ Church “members”. The 

two recipients of these most recent Prayer Shawls 

have been in our church building at worship 

services. However it is easy to imagine our linking 

to others via social media, like the web site and 

Facebook. An accesser of our web site might be 

excited about  the History, be enthralled by the 

sermons in Mother Lisa’s own voice, see the 

activities every week, link to our Outreach work, 

know someone who might wish to have a wedding 

here, and read the Crown. With a feature we are 

planning to add to the web site, they may be 

interacting with us by text or e-mail.  

 

Our society is moving in this direction of Internet 

based linkages and rather than resist them we 

should explore them to see how they apply to us 

even without changing our mission statement. The 

manner in which this may unfold is a mystery but 

we know something about mysteries. A 

cybermember sounds sci-fi-ish but does not have to 

be alien. 

 

 

Bob Kelly 



PARISH REJUVENATION 
 

AN UPDATE 
 

In the April 2013 issue of the Crown a new endeavor at our parish called the Parish Rejuvenation Initiative 

(PRI) was introduced. At that time this initiative was described in broad terms since it was just being 

formulated. It is however very important and so its early ideas were important to convey to the parish. 
 

This brief note provides an update both on the way the parish leadership’s thinking about the PRI has evolved 

and more specifics of what it is and means. 
 

The PRI is about parish growth in multiple dimensions: our spiritual experience, our community life, and our 

financial health. All of these are intertwined.  
 

Our spiritual experience is the richness of our interactions with God in the many aspects in which we do 

encounter the Deity. Of course the most prominent element of our spiritual life is our Sunday service but there 

are many more like the current post-service Lenten Bible studies.  
 

Our community life includes both our activities within the parish like the Dinner for Eight and our interactions 

with the broader community like the Images Exhibit in the County Library this coming May.  
 

I believe that these aspects of our parish are fairly strong having grown over the past year and with plans to 

grow them further. This is somewhat of a subjective evaluation but I point to the many indicators in the Annual 

Report. But even if this assessment is accurate, continual nurturing of these many elements of spiritual life and 

community richness are required. 
 

The third PRI element, Financial health, is a significant concern. We have had a large, chronic deficit in our 

operating budget for years using withdrawals from the endowment principal to balance that budget. But 2013 

saw a modest turnaround in this condition. We required a lower-than-budgeted endowment principal amount 

due to good 2013 pledge fulfillment and a successful Holiday Bazaar. I will not repeat the specific figures here, 

but you can find them in the annual report.  
 

Moving forward the parish leadership has established a number of practices to strengthen these three 

dimensions of our parish. I will describe these briefly here with more details to follow in future issues of the 

Crown and other settings. 
 

One is the more formal use of vestry commissions to manage the various aspects of the parish activities. Each 

commission is led by a vestry member and focuses on one aspect, like Property. This approach is not new but is 

being strengthened this year. 
 

A second practice is the establishment of a PRI Financial Plan. This document describes and motivates how we 

will move to balancing our operating budget without use of the Endowment Principal. This is via growth in 

Pledges, Fundraising, Contributions (use of our facilities by outsiders), and Donations. The current plan calls 

for a balanced budget by 2016. 
 

The third practice is the establishment of a PRI Operational Plan. This document delineates the actions of the 

various vestry commissions needed to realize the Financial Plan. 
 

In coming months as noted above there will be more details on elements of the PRI and its progress. 

Please do not hesitate to ask question of Elaine, Bob or Mother Lisa. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Senior Warden 

 



Meet The Parish Web Site 
 

Part II 
 

My name is christchurchshrewsbury.org and I am your parish web site. I introduced myself to you in last 

month’s Crown. In that issue I introduced you to many of my basic features and described how you can 

navigate my parish information items. I hope you were able to visit and see how easy and interesting it is! If you 

were not able to do so yet, any time is good – I am always open; if you did visit please go back periodically - 

there is always new and interesting parish news. One new item is a lovely photo of our rector! 
 

Last month I focused on the information provided on the Home Page; this month I would like to tell you about 

other pages and the information on them. This month I will describe some other features beginning with the tab 

buttons on the top of the Home page just above the photo slide show. These buttons are: Home Page, Service 

Times, About Us, Contact Us, Calendar, and Donation. (As noted last month, this banner appears on all pages 

of the web site making navigation around the web site quite easy.) 
 

Service Times provides access to a list of our standard service times throughout the year. Special services like 

at Christmas and Easter are noted on the Home page under Special Events. 
 

About Us contains our Mission Statement, a brief History, descriptions of the parish staff, a list of the current 

vestry, and a list of members of the Office of the Vestry. 
 

Contact Us includes basic reach information for the parish, e-mail contacts for key personnel, and directions to 

the church. 
 

Calendar includes a detailed calendar with all activities scheduled for the parish. 
 

Donation leads to a page in which contributions can be made. These can be by e-check or credit card and can 

be selected to be general donations or directed to a specific purpose. 

 

Now let me discuss the dark blue buttons on the left side of the web page. These are: Worship, Forms, Christian 

Formation, Newcomers, Outreach and Community Service, Parish Life, Weddings, History and Cemetery. 

These buttons allow a visitor to explore these various aspects of Christ Church Shrewsbury. And again these 

buttons are available for navigation at any web site page. 
 

Worship provides a description of the several ministries involved in our parish worship and how they combine 

to provide the richness in our worship service. 
 

The Forms button leads the site visitor to a page from which various forms can be accessed and downloaded. 

Examples are a Baptism application form and a form for Web Photo Release. 
 

Christian Formation describes all of the Christian education activities at the parish from young children 

through adult. 
 

Newcomers describes our welcoming approach to newcomers and how newcomers can contact us. 
 

Outreach and Community Service identifies and details the numerous parish ministries within this category. 
 

Parish Life delineates the many activities in the parish that create the richness of our community at Christ 

Church. 
 

The Weddings button leads a visitor to a description of the ministry we have that offers the use of the church 

for non-parishioner weddings. These weddings could be either Episcopalians from other parishes or non-

Episcopalian. Contact information to arrange such a wedding is provided. 
 

The History button reveals a view of our long and significant history at Christ Church reflecting both our 

religious journey and our role in the broader community. Presently this button leads to a narrative of our 

historical journey with numerous specific aspects. This is a page of our web site that will be expanded 

significantly in the near future. 



The Cemetery selection navigates the visitor to some information about our historic graveyard and some 

activities related to it. 
 

Well that about covers an overview of the web site. So much more information can be found by exploring the 

actual web site on your own. 
 

Make me your browser’s Home Page. 
 

Your favorite web site, 

Christchurchshrewsbury.org 
 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA!!!! 
 

Please visit our website!  www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 
 

Are you on facebook?  Well now you can be a friend of Christ Church on facebook!  Recommend your friends 

become a friend of Christ Church also. Please share events and the good news about the exciting events we 

post. 

 

 
Spring will be bursting with events! 
Watch for more information in the coming weeks in the weekly  

e-mail, Facebook and the Sunday bulletin. 
 

April 1 – 20
th

 – Drop off your candy filled plastic Easter Eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt 
 

April 12
th

 – Second Saturday Work Day – Help prepare the flower beds, church and cemetery for Easter Week 

and the Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

April 13
th

 – 20th:  Holy Week Services – Invite your friends, neighbors and relatives to join us for services!  A 

full schedule is provided elsewhere in The Crown. 
 

April 17
th

 Thursday Evening Youth Event - Evening fun together!  See Sue Nap for details  
 

April 20
th

 – Easter Egg Hunt 10 am 

 

May 1 – 31 – Images Exhibit at the Shrewsbury Branch of the Monmouth County Library 

 

May 3
rd

 – 4
th

 – Weekend in Olde Monmouth – Historical presentations  

 

May 4
th

 – Sunday – The Youth Pancake Brunch – right after church – plan for yummy pancakes and sausage;  

Proceeds to benefit the youth scholarship fund. 
 

May 10
th

 – Reception at the Images Exhibit at the Monmouth County Library 
 

May 31
st
 – Flea Market – 9am – 3 pm Clean out the attic, closets and basements and bring in your treasures! Or 

– stop by to help sell, buy treasures or sort items!  

 Preview night – Thursday May 29
th

 – bring items and come check out the sale!
   

 

Answers to “Did you know” quiz - 1.b, 2.c, 3.c, 4.c, 5.a, 6.a, 7.a, 8.c, 9.b, 10.d, 11.a, 12.b 

http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg


April 2014 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3 
 

4 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

5 
 

 

 

6 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 

11am-4pm 

Choir   Rehearsal 

Lenten Series V 

GFS meeting - noon 

7 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

 

8 
Easter Memorial 

Flower Offering 

Due 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

9 
9:30AM 

Brass Polishing  

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

10 
  

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

11 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

12 
 
 

10am-4pm 
2nd Saturday 

Workday: 

“GROOMING 

THE 

GRAVEYARD” 

13 
Palm Sunday 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 

 

 

14 
OFFICE OPEN 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

15 
 

 

7:00PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

16 
7PM  

Service of 

Tenebrae 
 

 

 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

17 
Maundy Thursday 

7PM service & 

Prayer Vigil 
 

6PM – 12 Midnight 

Grades 6 – 12 

Maundy Thursday 

Youth Event 

 

 

18 
Good Friday 

12 noon service 

Seven Last Words 

from the Cross 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

19 

Holy Saturday 
9:00AM Liturgy 

After service 
Altar Guild-set up  

8PM Easter Vigil 
Liturgy with 

Kindling of 

 New Fire &  
Holy Eucharist 

20 
Easter 

 

9AM  

Children’s service  

Egg hunt to follow 

11AM 

Festive Eucharist  

21 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

23 
 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 
 

CROWN DEADLINE 
 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

24 
4PM 

Martha’s Cupboard 
 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Finance Meeting 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

25 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

26 
 
 

 

27 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 
 

GFS meeting - noon 

28 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 
 

7:15PM 

VestryMeeting 

 

29 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

30 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

 
 

 

 
 

 

May 3 
 

Weekend Old 

Monmouth 

 

9AM-1PM 
GFS Board Meeting 

Parish House 
 

3-5pm  

Parish House Rental 

 

**CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

• 9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade)  • After Communion - Middle Church School (Grades 5 - 8th) 

• After the service - Upper Church School (Grades 9 -12th) 

 

 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 
 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Interim Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2014 
Robert. M. Kelly, Jr. - Senior Warden, Information Technology, Parish Historian 

Elaine Feyereisen- Junior Warden, Communications  
 Julie Sinn Cassidy – Young Family Initiative (y-fi) 

Walter Dein - Property 
Sheila Hatami-Watson - Outreach 

Neil Ingenito – Fundraising 
Peggy James - Stewardship 

Sue Napoletano - Christian Formation  
Dianne Regiec – Parish Life 

Sarah Schmid – Commission Support 
Patrice Thornton - Membership 

 
Treasurer—Gerry Marengo 

Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk--Nancy Stewart 

 

   

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
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