
“This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father: 

to visit widows and orphans in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 

James 1.27 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Easter is quickly upon us, and don’t we suddenly feel it? The sun is shining, the world seems to 

be (finally at long last!) warming up for good, the birds are singing in the trees and the crocuses 

are pushing their tiny heads through the now-softening earth. We are ready to sing our 

“Alleluias!” and to greet one another with the warmth and vitality that enlivens our Easter Faith. 

We are ready for Resurrection. Ready to feel the hope that comes in knowing just how much our 

Lord loves us. And ready to share that love and hope abroad.  

 

I think this overwhelming feeling of joy and gratitude may be one of the reasons that the early 

Church placed the care of widows and orphans, the aged and infirmed, on their Easter Agenda, 

urging their congregations to remember and care for those among their communities that needed 

special assistance and support (see Acts 6.1-6). It is our chance to share new life and hope to 

those who may feel forgotten. It is especially right and good to remember the families of priests 

and deacons who made it their life’s work to serve the Church. 

 

For this reason, our Diocese asks each of our congregations to take up a special collection to 

contribute to the “Fund for the Aged or Infirmed Clergy” and the “Fund for the Relief of 

Widows, Widowers, and Orphans” sometime during the Easter Season. This ministry is held in 

such high importance that our Canons actually charge the Rector or Clergy in Charge of every 

congregation in our Diocese to take an annual offering for these funds (Canon 13, Section 7 and 

Section 8, pages 15-16 of the Constitution and Canons, 2011). 

 

As part of our own Easter Agenda, Christ Church will be taking up such a collection on the first 

Sunday after Easter, April 27th. There will be a special envelope in your bulletin marked for the 

occasion. I pray you will give generously. I know this will not be the only act of kindness and 

generosity you will make during the Easter Season, but I do hope it will make you ever-so-

mindful of the needs of others, the great kindness and generosity you have found in Christ Jesus, 

and thankful for the ministry of clergy and their families in our midst. 

 

Easter is quickly upon us, and don’t we feel it? We are indeed an Easter People with an Easter 

Faith to share; may we do so with the graceful abandon that so characterized the life of our Lord. 

 

 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa † 
 


