
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, 

 and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.”  

Matthew 24.22 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Notice the signs of summer, Jesus says in Matthew’s gospel. Hmmm. I am thinking that if Jesus 

were preaching today, he might not choose the signs of summer as a reliable barometer for the 

kingdom. For our summer weather is not so predictable anymore! New Jersey days have been 

unseasonably cool. And as I watch the weather reports around the country, it seems as if just 

about anything is possible. 

 

I have found the same right here at Christ Church. Clergy usually look forward to summer as a 

time when the “usual programs” of the Church are on hiatus, giving us opportunity to do more 

intensive planning for the fall and some good old-fashioned cleaning out of our offices and files. 

It is when the staff can reflect on the past months and thoughtfully plan for the future. But this 

summer has been anything but slow or boring; here are some of the things going on: 

 

GFS Summer Camp: “Let us Keep the Feast” was the program for our weeklong camp in Cape 

May. I had the great joy of creating all the worship during the week which took us from Advent 

through Pentecost. 

 

Christmas in July: How refreshing to sing carols in July and play “Angel Bingo” (where 

everyone was a winner). And of course, to hear all about the upcoming 2014 Holiday Bazaar. 

 

Summer College Fellowship: Twice this summer college aged persons have met at the home of 

Peggy James to swim, share dinner, and engage in a little “spiritual activity”. Thirteen college 

kids came to our last meeting; we plan one more before summer’s end. 

 

Day at the Beach with Covenant House: We hosted a dozen 18-21 year olds for a day at Sandy 

Hook. The response from the parish was phenomenal; we had such a wonderful time and look 

forward to the next event which is….. 

 

Blue Claws Game: We are even now getting ready for our trek to watch our favorite team –and 

we have invited Covenant House as our guest. If you haven’t yet signed up, act quickly! You 

don’t want to miss this. 

 

EFM Sunday: Right around the corner, we are having a special event on August 10th to honor 

those graduating from the efm program. Come celebrate – and who knows? you may find efm is 

something right for you. 

 

Other than these specific events, we have been busy this summer with our buildings and grounds. 

A “new” dishwasher was installed in the rectory, much work in the rose garden and the area in 

front of the Parish House. We are getting ready to have our sheds completely rebuilt and the 

floors in the Church, Parish House, and Rectory stripped and waxed. We are this week  



completing a grant application for funds from Sandy Relief open to places on the National 

Historic Registry. This could mean substantial dollars for our structures.  

 

So much for the predictable, lazy days of summer. I pray your summer, despite whatever might 

be going on with you and your family, has been a time of personal refreshment, renewal, and 

rejuvenation. See you in Church! 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+  
 

 


