
“For so many marvels I thank you a wonder am I, and all your works are wonders.” 

Psalm 139.14a 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On June 7th, Magdalena Aders and I accompanied Craig Cambeis, his sister Joan and her husband Fred to 

Trinity Cathedral in Trenton for a very special occasion. It was called “Come to the Table” - a gathering to 

celebrate the many, many members of the congregations in the Diocese of New Jersey who live with various 

disabilities. Magdalena, who has worked with Craig for many years at ARC of Monmouth, suggested that we 

submit his name. We did, with the following recommendation: 

 

“Craig has been a member of Christ Church for over 50 years. A person with Down’s syndrome, Craig 

has been a real blessing to all who know him. He loves Christ Church. He so enjoys it when his nieces 

and nephews come to visit here for holidays that he literally beams with happiness. This parish has been 

a very meaningful place to him, and was a great source of comfort and support when his mother passed 

away a couple of years ago. 

 

Craig is a peacemaker among his friends and inspires loyalty and affection. He is truly a good friend; 

when he makes a commitment to others he follows through without hesitation, and is very expressive in 

his affection for his friends. He has a wonderful sense of humor, beautiful manners, and is noticeably 

considerate; he is a true gentleman. He has quite a remarkable talent for art (replication, specifically, 

he does sports logos). He has participated for many years in the Special Olympics (his special love is for 

bowling). We are grateful to have this opportunity to put his name forward knowing how important it is 

– not only for him – but for all of us – to lift up the lives and ministries of disabled persons among us. 

We are grateful to have him among us exactly the way he is!” 

 

I felt deeply honored to sit with Craig and his family. He stood with pride to be recognized for all he has 

brought to this congregation; I too, was very proud of him. But what really struck me, as I listened to the 

Bishop’s sermon and heard the unique perspectives of persons living with disabilities, was the profound way the 

disabled shape who we are as a Church.  

 

Some folks were confined to wheelchairs. Some had lost their sight or hearing. Others were suffering with 

mental illnesses. All kinds of things that we “regular” people sometimes forget about. And yet they continue to 

serve the Church, joyously offering all they have in all kinds of roles and ministries. All they ask is that we help 

make the way a little more accommodating.  

 

As I took it all in, I found myself thinking about the small things we can do as a congregation to be more 

welcoming to those who need just a little extra assistance. And what a difference it makes to them (and us!) to 

make the effort to be sure our little church is a place of hospitality.  

 

I am thinking of the repairs to the walkway and our hope to get a handicap ramp to the parish house. It makes 

me thankful for the PA system we installed a couple of years ago. But it has also given me pause as I think 

about the small things we can do to ensure that all persons are included: offering a ride to someone who can no 

longer drive, taking communion down to that person in the pew, providing large print bulletins to those who 

need it. Let’s think about it together. After all, Jesus came to seek and serve all persons. Let me know what you 

think. Together we are the Church. Our Lord calls all to the table, for we are all his wonders, all his glorious 

creation. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 


