
MUSIC AND LITURGY COMMISSION: 
“Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; 

for thou didst create all things, and because of thy will they existed, and were created.” 

Revelation 4.11 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Over the summer the Liturgy and Music Commission* met to discuss the current liturgy at Christ 

Church, and what we might like to do in the future. We decided we would work on several things 

to make our worship more attentive, creative, and fresh. 

 

The first thing we decided to implement was a weekly greeting and welcome by one of the 

members of the clergy directly before the prelude. The purpose is to put people at ease and to 

help the congregation quiet their hearts and minds to prepare for worship. We began doing this 

immediately and pray you have found it a welcome addition to your Sunday morning. 

 

The second item we decided to tackle is the way we use the Psaltery in worship. For as long as 

anyone can remember, we have simply read each week’s Psalm in unison. There are many ways 

to use the Psalms, and our Deacon, Victoria Cuff, will be assisting us in learning and 

implementing these (please see her article elsewhere in the Crown). 

 

The third item we looked at is our use of service music. Service music is all that comes from our 

Hymnal with the “S” number before it and consists of such things at the Gloria, Kyrie Eleison, 

the Sanctus, the Fraction Anthem, etc. Most congregations have a tendency to do the same thing 

over (and over and over) again. There is no reason to be stuck in a stale or boring rut; the 

Hymnal offers many settings for these timeless pieces of liturgy. This past year we changed one 

piece, the Lord’s Prayer, and found the congregation embraced the freshness of the music. This 

autumn, in our Creation Cycle of Liturgy (which begins October 5th and runs through 

Thanksgiving), we plan to slowly introduce some new pieces at our 10:00am worship. Some will 

be a change of setting (the Gloria, for example) and others will be pieces we have not sung 

before (i.e. the Memorial Acclamation – “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come 

again”). We hope you will enthusiastically meet these changes and let us know what you think. 

 

Lastly is a rather unexpected change, not discussed by the Commission. This summer I began a 

trial practice at our Parking Lot Prayer Service on Saturday evenings. Along with the chalice of 

wine, we added a second chalice with grape juice for those who are unable to drink the wine (for 

whatever reason or choice). Let me say that the response has been one of profound gratitude. 

Christians who have not been able to receive in both kinds suddenly have felt like full 

participants at the Lord’s Table. We will continue the two chalices through our last outdoor 

service on October 4th. At that time, we will begin the practice on Sunday morning to see how 

the larger congregation responds.  We want to be a welcoming community to ALL people, and 

this is one way we can put our words into action. 

 

Some people are under the impression that Liturgy is always the same old same old…..how 

wrong they are! Liturgy, which means “work of the people” is constantly changing and growing, 



adapting to our very lives and sense of spirituality. I hope you will enjoy what we share with 

you; do share with us your own dreams, experiences, and love for worship together. 

 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

*This commission is co-chaired by Chris Psolka and Reverend Lisa Mitchell.  Commission 

members are Barbara Carroll, Reverend Victoria Cuff, Jamie Green and Mark Landers. 

 


