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HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sunday, December 7 – Advent II 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist - St. Nicholas Visits (NO Church School) 

Toy Drive Ingathering 
 

Sunday, December 14 – Advent III 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist and YFI “Seeing is Believing” 
 

Saturday, December 20 –1st EVER!!! 

10 – 11:30AM 

“Blessing of the Stockings” 

 

Sunday, December 21 – Advent IV 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist followed by the Greening of the Church 
 

Wednesday, December 24 

4PM Christmas Children’s Service 

10:30PM Lessons and Carols 

11:00PM Festive Eucharist 
 

Thursday, December 25 

10AM Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 
 

Sunday, December 28 

10AM Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist 
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“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

And laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 
The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 2 verse 7 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We all know the familiar story of the birth of our Lord. We know how the Holy Family had no place to stay and 

found their way to a barn (or a cave) – and it was there that the Christ Child was born. But few of us know the 

realities of homelessness and the tremendous impact it makes on ordinary families. Our Lord knows; it was one 

of the realities of his young life and shaped who he was: as he put it, “the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 

head…..”(Luke 9.58). 

 

There is a ministry among the churches in Monmouth County that I want to be sure you know something about. 

It is called “Family Promise”. Its mission is to help homeless families get back on their feet by giving them a 

stable living situation while they find work, establish credit, find housing – and allows children to continue in 

their schools. Congregations take in a family for a week at a time. While this might not be feasible with our 

limited facilities, there are still ways that we can be involved in this ministry: by assisting with providing meals 

and sharing the overnight chaperoning in other churches. 

 

I have lately been corresponding with a parishioner from our sister congregation, Christ Church Middletown, 

about Family Promise. I asked her if I could share her reflections on this ministry, which you find below: 

 

We just finished our Family Promise hosting week this morning. At present we have thirteen people/four 

families in the network, comprised of six adults and seven children - five of whom are two and under. Needless 

to say, it was a lively bunch!  Our guests had some good news – three of the adults found jobs (mostly part 

time), which was cause for general rejoicing.   
  

I overnight hosted last night, and was there when one of our moms walked in clearly wanting to talk. She spoke 

of the challenges she’d been experiencing, the certified medical assistant training she is completing to equip 

herself for a better future, and the negative comments she has had to deal with from extended family & friends 

for the trade-offs she’s making in the short-term to accomplish it.  It was clear that while the Family Promise 

program is hard (think very structured, significant of loss of privacy and personal autonomy), it is also provides 

a stable and supportive environment for this mom and her two daughters as Mom regroups and re-launches.   
  

Our guests don’t often give us a major data dump, but when it happens I am struck by how complex their lives 

are, and by how much resilience they need to persist in piecing their lives together – part-time jobs with 

irregular hours & schedules, lining up childcare, lack of decent public transportation, the scarcity of decent 

affordable housing, etc.  I don’t know that I would handle it with the same fortitude.  Most of all, I’m glad we 

can help with a meal, a safe place, a non-judgmental listening ear and encouragement without 

pressure.  Today’s Gospel (i.e. Matthew 25: the Sheep and the Goats) reading was right on target. 
 

In this season of watching and waiting for the coming of the Christ Child, let us not overlook the fact that the 

Christ comes to us in many ways, including in the faces of the homeless families in our midst. If you might be 

interested in this ministry, do not hesitate to contact me. Or have a conversation with Deacon Vicki Cuff and 

her husband Bill; they have been avid supporters of Family Promise and would love to tell you all about it. 

 

May your Christmas truly be a time of blessing – for you, and for all you meet in your travels. 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 
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23rd  Annual Historic  
Four Corners 
Lantern Tour  
and dinner 

 

 

 

Friday, December 5, 2014 

 

 

 

Tour Christ Church, Quaker Meeting House and the 

Allen House, at the corners of  

Hwy 35 and Sycamore Ave, Shrewsbury.   

Led by costumed guides, the history of these 

organizations is retold in the 2 hour tour. 

 

Reserve Your Tickets Now! 
Tour Tickets - $15 for adults and $8 for children under 12 yr. old 

Tours begin at 6 pm and 8 pm from the Christ Church Parish House 

Call Elaine at 732-742-1227 for reservations! 
 

Dinner is available at the Christ Church Parish House - $10 per person. 

Menu:  Moravian Chicken Pie, salad, Dessert, Coffee or Tea 
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Seeing is believing:            
Experiences of the Holy for Parent and Child 
 

December is a very special month for us and for our young families as they continue to explore the mystery of 

the Incarnation. On Sunday, December 14, SEEING IS BELIEVING will meet at 10:00am in the Parish House. 

Families will “work with” the Christmas story, unraveling the many layers of this rich, foundational story of our 

Faith, Deacon Victoria Cuff will lead the conversation. The morning will culminate with the sharing of Holy 

Communion together in the Chapel (located in the Parish House). Families will then join the rest of the parish 

for Coffee Hour. We invite all our families to attend – and to invite other families. It is a wonderful way to 

prepare for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 
 

blessing of the stockings 
Seeing is believing Phase II: 

Experiences of the Holy for Parent and Child 

 
December is such a very special time that we at Christ Church cannot keep it to ourselves! 

And so we have planned a very special event for the community:  

 

Blessing of the Stockings 
Saturday, December 20, 2014 

10:00am – 11:30am 

 

Bring your Christmas Stocking for a Special Blessing 
Decorate cookies for your own home and for St. Clare’s House 

Enjoy a visit from the original Saint Nicholas  
 

Bring your child or grandchild. Invite your friends and neighbors. This is a wonderful way for to 
introduce a layer of the true spirit of giving and love into the Christmas Season. 
 
If you would like to help with this event, please contact Julie Cassidy or the Church Office. 
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PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your home/email address, 

home/work/cellphone number. Let us know so we can keep 

our records and database up to date.  Please send us an 

email or call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.   
 
 

 

Births 
Congratulations to the Dunford Family!  Tara and 

Chris Dunford welcomed a baby girl, Olivia Grace, 

to their family on November 3, 2014 (4 weeks 

early).  Olivia was 6lb 8oz and 18 ½ inches long.  

Their sons Matthew and Joshua are being excellent 

big brothers and helpers! 

 

Congratulations to John Callaghan and Peggy James 

on the birth of their granddaughter.  John’s daughter 

Shannon, her husband Andy Bustamante, and big 

brother PJ (Pablo John) Reyes, welcomed Julianna 

Carolina Bustameante to their family.  Julianna was 

born on November 11, 2014 and weighed 7lb 15 oz.   

 

Confirmation & Reception 
On Sunday, November 16th at the 10 am service 

Bishop Stokes was present to confirm Julie Cassidy 

and receive; Chris Brondi, John Callaghan, Jamie 

Green, Tony Gualtieri and Renee Meislohn into the 

Episcopal Church.  Congratulations! 

 

In Requiem 
Lawrence Feyereisen 

August 22, 1951 – November 16, 2014 

 

Pamela Havell 

September 5, 1943 - November 23, 2014 

Visitation will be held at Christ Church on Saturday, December 20th 

from 4 – 6 PM.  A Requiem Mass will be held in the afternoon  

(time TBD) Sunday, December 21st.  
 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed 

 rest in peace, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 
PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 

published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

 

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Linda States, *Cassie Reagan,  *Phil Ryser, *Rick, 

*Diane, *Louise, *Kate DiLiberto, *Zack Roberts, 

*Nancy, *Heidi Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, 

*Susan Folta, Michael Schiavo, Doris Rainwater, 

Patrick Donohoe, Jeffrey, Jake, Joan, Loren James, 

John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Tina, Debbie Ambrogio,  

Harriett, Pam, Lisa, Ana Cisneros, Chris, Mora 

Hanley, Ian Hay, Josh, Mark Schiavo, Breanne, 

Omar, Dave, Chuck, Pete and Jill Biddle, Anne, 

Meghan Ryan, Christopher, Brady, Cindy, John and 

John David Meade, Gerardo, Reverend Milton 

Holmes, Patrick Larsen, Trevin, Heddy Napoletano, 

Fred Blozen, Lou, William Emerson, Catherine, 

Ava, Jay Czarnecki, Marsha, Amy, Brett Risser, 

Becky Cuthbert, Marjorie, Jean Bye and family, 

Meriwether Schmid, Ron Johnson, Pete, Sam Scott, 

Elizabeth Stone, Brandon Scheidel, Sue, Joan Hall, 

Lucy, Fr. Rob+, Dory Reagan, Vincent Dorio, Don, 

Adam David, Charie Miller, Zachary, Donna, Fred 

Ruckriegel, Greg White, Clete, Debbie Shouldis, 

Thomas J. Graham, Drew, and for all who serve our 

country here and abroad, especially Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Alice, Dennis, Matthew, Travis “TJ” 

Wilson, the 114
th

 Infantry of the NJ National Guard 

and 2nd. Lts. James and Thomas Ruane. 
  

 

 

A Very Special Thank you to: 

 

CROP WALK Report 
Thank you to GFS for organizing the CROP Walk 

participation this year.  The financial report came in 

at the beginning of November: Mother Lisa, Kate 

Apostolacus, Jeanine Reeman and Cassie Reagan 

raised nearly $300! 
 

 “Holiday Bazaar”  

Thank you all for making our Preview Night and 

“Home for the Holiday’s” Bazaar a success. It is so 

gratifying to see so many pull together for Christ 

Church! While the final numbers are still being 

calculated, initial indications are promising. 
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A Thank you from Cindy 

On behalf of the Christ Church Bazaar Auction 

Basket Committee I would like to thank everyone 

that participated in giving and donating baskets or 

items for the baskets.  There were many great prizes 

for someone to win.  Thank you for your continued 

support and dedication to Christ Church.  With 

everyone's support we can make a difference.  A 

special thank you to Judy Buncher and Jennifer 

Lovekin for helping coordinate, wrap, label and 

ribbon the baskets.   They looked beautiful!  Also 

many thanks to MiMi Brown and Lynn Marengo 

for selling tickets and Lyn's fantastic record 

keeping!  Thank you again to everyone!  

Blessings, Cindy Webster 

 
A SpeciAl thAnkS…… 
….to a very special person. For just about as many 

years as I have been here, Mark Landers has taken 

on the role of Saint Nicholas. This year Mark is 

retiring from his role. He has warmed the hearts of 

all our children – of every age – as he is always 

thoughtful to include us all – and helped us prepare 

for the coming of the Christ Child with his poignant 

and challenging message of light and love. On 

behalf of the parish, I thank you Mark, for you 

wonderful ministry among us. Mother Lisa + 

 

MARK YOUR CALANDERS….. 
 

 
 

Lantern Tour and  
Moravian Pie Dinner! 

 

Our fabulous lantern tour is scheduled for Friday 

night December 5, 2014. Two tours are held at 6 

PM & 8 PM. Tour the Allen House, Quaker 

Meeting House, and of course Christ Church. 

Tickets are only $15 for adults and $8 for children 

and the tour lasts 2 hours. Invite your friends, 

relatives and neighbors! You really get your 

money’s worth! Dinner is available at the Christ 

Church Parish House - $10 per person. 

Menu:  Moravian Chicken Pie, Salad, Dessert, 

Coffee or Tea.  Call NOW to make your 

reservation.  732-742-1227 

St. Nicholas Visitation 
Sunday, December 7, 2014 is going to be a special 

day. That day, St. Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra, 

and the patron Saint of Children, will be visiting us. 

If you and your family have not experienced this 

visitation, you should not miss it!  That visitation 

coincides with our in-gathering of toys for St. 

Mark’s, Keansburg.  Please bring the unwrapped 

toys with you to Church for placement and blessing 

at the altar during the service.  I can think of no 

better way to get into the Spirit of Christmas!  

Susan Napoletano, Vestry  

Christian Formation Commission  

 

Christmas Toy Drive  
 

Each year, the parishioners of Christ Church have 

helped families from Monmouth County fulfil the 

wishes of children at Christmas.  Many families 

have been hard hit this past year, and need our help 

to provide toys for their children.  Please help make 

a bright Christmas Day for many children again this 

year.  Toys are needed for all age groups – babies to 

High School students.  Below is a list of 

suggestions. 
 

Dolls of all sizes and types, board games such as 

Candy Land, Monopoly, Battleship; gift cards to 

Target, Burger King, McDonalds, Movie Theatres, 

Dunkin Donuts, etc.;  action figures , cars,  fire 

trucks, dump trucks, etc.;  blocks, Lego kits, Nerf 

toys,  Barbie, Dora the Explorer, Disney Princess 

items, Hot Wheels products;  sports items such as 

basketball, soccer ball;  Transformers; dress up 

clothing, tea party sets;  Erector Sets; play musical 

instruments; puzzles;  art products and kits;  and 

just about any other toy you can purchase.   
 

Please do not wrap the toys, but including wrapping 

materials, gift bags and tape is helpful to the sorting 

committee.   
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE 

PARISH OFFICE OR BRING THEM CHURCH 

WITH YOU ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7th, ST. 

NICHOLAS SUNDAY!  ALL ITEMS WILL BE 

BLESSED AT THE 10AM SERVICE! 
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2
ND

 SATURDAY WORKDAY              
NO DECEMBER SECOND SATURDAY 

WORKDAY.  We all know that December is the 

crazy month full of endless activities.  As a result, 

we will not have a December Workday. Our next 

scheduled work day is planned to be held on  

January 10th between 10AM and 4PM. We hope 

you set time aside to lend a hand for an hour or two. 

Thank you. ~ Walter Dein – 2
nd

 Saturday 

chairperson 
 

Calender Ca$h Out!! 
 

Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday 

Calendar Ca$h Out! Pick your favorite date for 

only $5.00.  Just imagine…..If every date of the 

year was chosen, the winner would receive a grand 

prize of $912.50! Calendar with dates still available 

in the parish house!  Drawing will be held at our 

Annual Parish Meeting – Sunday, January 25
th

! 

 

CONNECT at Christmas 
Love, INC is sponsoring their “CONNECT at 

Christmas” program again this year.   The 

CONNECT program is an opportunity to give a 

family in need gifts at Christmas to help make their 

holiday special.    
 

Here's how it works:  The Donor chooses a family 

that has signed up with Love, INC.  Love, INC has 

the families complete a "wish list" identifying the 

names and ages of members of the family, and what 

they need most.   
 

Donors can chose a family of 2-6 people, and 

purchase all the gifts on the family's "wish list." The 

sign-up sheet and family information is available in 

the Parish House.  You can also email Sheila 

Hatami-Watson at sheila.hatami@gmail.com.   
 

Items should be wrapped and can be delivered 

to Love, INC in Eatontown, NJ.  If you would like 

to participate but need delivery assistance, please 

contact Sheila Hatami-Watson. Gifts are due by 

December 7, 2013. 

 
POLISH OUR BRASS 
Help us keep the church beautiful. Join us on 
Tuesday, December 16th at 9:30AM to 
polish the brass in the church.  
 
 

GREENING OF THE CHURCH 
Please plan to help us out following the 10AM 

service on Sunday, December 21 for our Annual 

Greening of the Church. This event is coordinated 

and directed by the Altar Guild and takes many 

more folks than just the ladies.  So gentlemen 

(especially those who can climb a ladder!) and 

youth alike are invited to join us for this festive time 

of readying our beautiful Church for the upcoming 

Christmas celebrations.~   Altar Guild  

 

Gfs corner 
 

If it’s December, it’s time for Holiday Express! The 

girls will be meeting at the Holiday Express on 

Monday, December 8th, at 3:30PM. You are 

asked to bring deodorant and leftover Halloween 

candy (and anyone from the congregation who 

would like to donate – please bring your donations 

to the Parish House by Sunday, December 7th!) 
 

We will be helping out until around 5:00pm and 

then will go for supper at our usual hangout, 

Ninette’s. This year girls will be on their own for 

paying for their meal. Do invite your friends! We 

will have a great time. 
 

GFS is also invited to assist with our first ever 

Blessing of the Stockings, on Saturday, 

December 20th from 10:00am to 11:30am. We will 

help little ones with the decorating of Christmas 

cookies and whatever else needs to be done. And 

don’t forget to bring your own stocking for a special 

blessing! 
 

 

Covenant House Christmas Party 
The Covenant House Christmas party will be held 

on December 11th. All are welcome and invited to 

join the party. They are looking for a group to do a 

craft table for the kids to participate in.  Also 

needed are $50 gift cards to Target or Walmart for 

the youth along with a small gift to give them with 

the card. Ideas for the gifts are large bath towels, 

slippers in various sizes, or other generic necessity 

items.  If you would like to donate a gift card and 

gift, or attend the event, please contact 

Sheila.Hatami@gmail.com. (See their flyer in this 

issue) 

 

 

https://netmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:sheila.hatami@gmail.com%22
https://netmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:Sheila.Hatami@gmail.com%22
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Peak of the Week  
 

Uncommon gratitude 
 

Beginning Wednesday, December 3rd, Peak of the 

Week will begin discussing the book, Uncommon 

Gratitude, written by Joan Chittister, OSB, a 

Benedictine sister and international lecture who has 

been a leading voice in spirituality for more than 

thirty years, and Rowan Williams, former 

Archbishop of Canterbury, who is also an 

outstanding writer, scholar, and teacher. Uncommon 

Gratitude, a soul-stretching book by two 

contemporary prophets, has been summarized in 

this way:  

 

“What does it mean to be a Christian? In 

Uncommon Gratitude, two persons formed by 

monastic prayer practices reach across 

denominational lines to form a common 

understanding of a ‘life of alleluia’. Without 

sentimentality or triviality, Chittister and Williams 

show how one can realistically offer praise and 

wonder in the face of the often uncertain or 

discouraging circumstances of ordinary life. These 

reflections are rooted in the conviction that God is 

good, and all of life - including doubt, death, 

conflict, wealth – is life-giving. Suffering, for 

example, calls us to a new way of being, is the 

ground of compassion, and moves us beyond our 

smaller, less-developed selves. Darkness reveals 

that all growth does not take place in sunlight, and 

God works on our vulnerability and lack of control. 

These are challenging and not comforting 

reflections, resting in study of the surprising God 

revealed in Genesis, and the Exodus vision of a 

community built on mutual trust. The depth offered 

here invites the reader to slow and reflective 

response, allowing time for this wisdom to take root 

in the soul.” Dr. Norvene Vest. 

 

We invite you to come join us each Wednesday for 

Morning Prayer at 9:30am and Study at 10:15am. 

Uncommon Gratitude is available at bookstores or 

on line. Please bring your own copy with you (or 

make arrangements through the office if you wish 

us to purchase one for you). 

 
 

Sandy Disaster Relief Grants 

Awarded to Christ Church 
 

We have been successful in our application for 

grants under the Sandy Disaster Relief Grants 

program! This program provides funding for the 

preservation, stabilization, rehabilitation, and repair 

of historic properties damaged by the storm. In fact 

we have been awarded two such grants. The first 

one is for the Church and Graveyard in the amount 

of $150,650; the second is for the Rectory in the 

amount of $122,930. These grants will enable major 

improvements to the physical health of these 

properties. The next step is the receipt of a Letter of 

Agreement from the New Jersey Historic Trust, 

administrator of these funds, that delineates the 

terms and conditions of the grants. 

 

 

Queen Anne Communion Service 

On Loan to Rutgers 
 

Our early 18
th

 century silver Communion Service 

given to the parish by Queen Anne has been loaned 

to the Alexander Library at Rutgers University in 

New Brunswick. The chalice and paten will be on 

display in an exhibit that they are mounting entitled, 

“New Jersey Before the Revolution: Land and 

People” which runs from October 2014 to January 

2015.   There is an exhibit flyer in the parish hall 

and more information can be found at    

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/news/new-jersey-

revolution-land-and-people-fall-2014-exhibition-

alexander-library 

The Exhibition Coordinator has graciously 

offered a private tour for a group from the 

church. The private tour of the exhibit HAS 

BEEN SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, DEC. 12
TH

 
We will gather in the church parking lot at 9:30 to 

carpool there. If you have any questions about the 

tour please see Bob Kelly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/news/new-jersey-revolution-land-and-people-fall-2014-exhibition-alexander-library
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/news/new-jersey-revolution-land-and-people-fall-2014-exhibition-alexander-library
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/news/new-jersey-revolution-land-and-people-fall-2014-exhibition-alexander-library
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A Note from the Senior Warden 
 

December 2014 
 

What Christ Church Means to Me 
 

In recent years our annual pledge campaign has had 

an important feature. This aspect is a series of 

testimonials from parishioners delivered during the 

service on the Sundays leading up to our 

Ingathering Sunday. Ingathering Sunday is the day 

on which each parishioner makes a pledge of funds 

for the next year in support of the church. This year 

the testimonials were given by Jim O’Connor, Tara 

Dunford, and Bill Cuff. In her sermon on 

Ingathering Sunday, November 23
rd

, Mother Lisa 

then synopsized these testimonials as each person’s 

“selfie” and eloquently described their perspectives 

in a very personal, human way. 
 

I consider these talks about Christ Church’s 

meaning to the individuals very important both to 

the individual and to the rest of us. Standing in front 

of the congregation and describing your personal 

feelings about your relationship to the church is 

quite courageous and impressive and each 

individual did so beautifully and honestly.  
 

I find these testimonials quite insightful and I am 

always interested in appreciating the various ways 

in which parishioners derive value from their 

spiritual and community linkages here. 
 

My intent in this Note is complementary to the 

rector’s in her sermon in that I want to abstract what 

these parishioners said and seek commonalities. If 

you have not heard these, or wish to hear them 

again, all four can be found by using the Sermons 

tab on the home page of our web site, 

christchurchshrewsbury.org. 
 

Well I have re-listened to these and here is what I 

heard that is common to all their beautiful 

expressions.  
 

First what is clearest in all talks is the feeling of 

welcomeness that they encountered in initially 

coming to the parish. All of them have grown in this 

welcoming feeling of the community that is Christ 

Church; sometimes it is in contrast to previous 

religious experiences (women priests, tolerance) 

and sometimes an intellectual recognition of the 

importance of community (No Man is an Island) 

that emphasizes the value of that community 

without need for contrast. Inclusiveness was also a 

key factor in their view of this community. Since 

their initial impression of Christ Church all of these 

individuals and their families have expanded their 

relationship to the Christ Church community 

beyond sitting in the pews. In fact they are a part of 

the community that they recognized initially as 

embracing. They themselves embrace others 

arriving. 
 

The second commonality among these testimonials 

is the spirituality through sermons, music, 

Baptisms, and ceremony. These are all aided by a 

beautiful and reinforcing worship space. And, 

further, Jim remarked upon the remarkable effect of 

the announcements delineating all the activities at 

the parish. (At one recent service after there were 

many announcements, Mother Lisa asked if there 

was anyone who didn’t have an announcement.) In 

a way the announcements are the tie of the spiritual 

aspect of the parish (the service) and the community 

aspect as embodied in the announcements.  
 

So to me the abstraction across the testimonials is 

the spiritual strength and the community and human 

robustness, interwoven. 
 

Returning to the context for these testimonials, the 

notion is for each of us to hear what others 

experience and consider the meaning and value of 

Christ Church to ourselves. Then the hard part is to 

translate that into a financial contribution in the 

form of a pledge. A parishioner with whom I was 

having this conversation some time ago, answered 

the question as follows, “I would have to win the 

lottery to give to the church what it gives to me.” 

The value to many of us seems to be quite high and 

hopefully it can be embodied in a pledge as 

reflective of that value as possible. 
 

As you read this you may have already made your 

pledge for 2015 but many have not yet done so. I 

urge you to consider these testimonials in your 

thinking and what these perspectives and your own 

experiences move you to do in formulating your 

pledge. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 
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“On the Road to the Diaconate” 
 

As Advent and contemplative time 

approaches in our final year of Deacon School, it is 

a time of powerful realization and unsettling 

questions.  For me those questions have been 

manifold. Besides Deacon School a great deal has 

gone on during the last three years---in the world 

and in our own lives.  My own experience has 

included life-changing crises in the lives of family 

members, friends and in the lives of people served 

in my work at The Arc of Monmouth. I ask myself 

if there were aspects of Deacon School that I did not 

fully experience or internalize, and whether I need 

to grieve that as a loss.  On the other hand, there 

have been other areas of school that have been more 

than powerful and profound for me, and that I 

believe I have completely made part of me.  
 

 I have learned things I did not dream of 

when I started out. I have enthusiastically devoured 

the reading material (I’ve encountered a number of 

you in the library as I make my way to the study 

room with my overstuffed backpack) and engaged 

in lively discussion and mutual feedback with my 

classmates and my teachers.  And thanked God 

enthusiastically for these blessings. I have 

experienced prayer workshops on the retreat that 

enhanced my prayer patterns forever. I have been 

graced with an internship parish, Trinity Matawan, 

that allows me to share, learn, connect and engage.  

On the “blessed” scale that puts me over the 

top….here’s Thanksgiving in two days, and I don’t 

even know how to thank God enough. 
 

 On the other hand, there are those moments 

dragging my not-a-morning-person self, down the 

hallway of the Cathedral, clasping a cup of coffee 

kindly made by our class coffee donor and 

maker…that would be our own Bill Balmer…and 

thinking here we go, I’m going to be under scrutiny 

in the sacristy, I just know I’m going to get nervous 

and drop something etc. etc. etc. And as I throw my 

empty coffee cup into the wastebasket, step into the 

chancel and reverence the altar, I think “No way, 

I’m not ready, not this coming May, too soon, 

maybe I better do this whole shebang over again, 

sorry, God, maybe I misunderstood you.” And later 

that day we’ll be sitting in class and I will think “I 

am so grateful to be here in this time, in this place, 

with these people, receiving this information and 

these insights.” 

 The next time it is my turn to write this 

column, we will be at the very last steps of the 

journey. One of my classmates is doing the 

countdown of days on Facebook and via the group 

email.  It reminds me of putting on a play---

something I just re-experienced with our next-door 

neighbors, Shrewsbury Presbyterian Church. You 

never feel ready for opening night, even the night 

before. But opening night happens, and so does the 

play, and people are touched for a moment in their 

lives, and connect. And it’s all good. Only—only—

this isn’t a play—this is our God-given calling, 

vocations, a life ministry. This isn’t something 

written by a human playwright.  How can we 

possibly be ready?....I think to myself during my 

reflective times.  
 

 So this Advent, as we lift up our fellow 

classmates and our own journeys in prayer, I ask on 

behalf of myself and my classmates, especially 

Karen and Bill, that you remember us and our 

ministries in prayer.  And know that you are all 

being lifted up in prayer by us on a constant basis. 

Have a blessed Advent season as we await the 

Coming….and as we “put away the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light.” 
  

Magdalena 
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Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

(October 2014) 

Year to Date Totals 
 

 Actual     Budget        $ Over Budget 

 ---------         ---------       ------------ 

Plate    $2,528        $    5,000      $ (2,472) 

Pledge          $126,190    $137,925      $ (11,735) 

Total Income   $180,806     $190,370     $ (9,564) 

Total Expense $188,022     $193,885      $ (5,863) 

======= ======= ======== 

Net Income    $ (7,216)     $ (3,515)       $ (3,701) 

                      =======     =======      ======== 

 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have spent 

$7,216 more than we have received in income from 

pledges, plate and all other income sources. 

2. Our current deficit is $3,701 greater than budget. 

3. As shown pledges are behind budget by $11,735 

contributing to the larger deficit. 

4. Note that a deficit in expenses means we are 

under budget in terms of our expenses which helps 

our overall deficit. 

5. If you are behind on your pledge contributions, 

we ask that you prayerfully consider making up the 

balance of your pledge to help us close the budget 

deficit. We have a deficit budget even with all 

pledges being fulfilled, so when our pledges are not 

fulfilled, it increases the deficit and the amount we 

need to withdraw from the Endowment investment 

funds in order to be able to meet our financial 

obligations. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ 

Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerry Marengo - Treasurer 

 

Music at St. James’ presents 
The Christmas portion of 

Handel’s Messiah  
Saturday, December 6, 2014 – 5:30 p.m. 

St. James Church, Long Branch 

Admission:  $15.00 adults; $10.00 students/seniors 

732-222-1411 

A Special Offering 

Christmas Memorial Flowers & 

Greens Offering 
 

 

IN MEMORY OF:  

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

AS A THANK OFFERING FOR:  

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Requested by: ________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Pledge # __________Offering $ ____________ 
 

 
Clip and mail by Sun., Dec. 14th 

 Make checks payable to  
“Christ Church Altar Guild”. 
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Did You Know?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                             Parish Historian 
 

“Did You Know … ?”  that John F. Grimke is buried in our graveyard. OK, neither did I until Nov 10
th

 this 

year. There are perhaps 1300 souls interred in the graveyard and we can’t be on familiar terms with them all. So 

it is understandable. Let me tell you how and why I became acquainted with Mr.  Grimke. But before that, the 

name itself does not seem very Episcopalian. This man emigrated from Europe and the name has been modified 

to make it more palatable.  Let me throw you another curve ball. The middle initial does not stand for something 

like Francis. It is Faucheraud. His family was French Huguenot and his father and two of his grandparents came 

to this country to escape religious persecution just as I seem to be persecuting you as I slowly release some of 

this information.  
 

If you had suspected that John Grimke was buried here, you might look at some of our information sources like 

our graveyard database, our parish register which records burials, and distantcousin.com. For the latter there is 

no listing and no gravestone photo. For the graveyard database there is no listing but there is a John Grintee 

listed. That individual was buried in 1819. And if you look at John Stillwell’s transcription of our earliest parish 

register you will find a John Grintee. So you might abandon all hope and conclude he is not here. But he is and 

let me tell you the story as it really evolved on November 10
th

. 
 

We were contacted by Louise W. Knight an author who is writing a book about two women named Sarah and 

Angelina Grimke. (Ms. Knight is the author of two books about social activist Jane Addams. More can be found 

at www.louisewknight.com.) These sisters were interesting since they were fervent abolitionists in the mid 19
th

 

century. That may not be too surprising but they lived in Charleston, South Carolina. Their father was John F. 

Grimke. Ms. Knight believes John Grimke is buried here in our little graveyard due to family records. Not so, 

we may say, until I looked at the Finch copy of the parish register. The page of 1819 burials was quite faint but 

after submitting it to some young eyes, the entry for John Grintee is indeed John Grimke. John Stillwell mis-

transcribed it and that error was carried over into our graveyard database. (A cautionary tale for researchers.)  
 

So John F. Grimke is here. Why? What was his connection to New Jersey or Christ Church in Shrewsbury. 

Hold on, I will tell you. A simple Internet search reveals that it is Judge John Grimke who was a major player in 

South Carolina government and society. He was judge of a high state court, Speaker of the House of the South 

Carolina legislature and a mayor, called Intendant, of Charleston. This was a serious dude. He had an honorary 

degree from Princeton (one small NJ connection), acquired a BA degree from Cambridge University (yes, 

England), and studied law at Middle Temple in London. He and his wife had 14 (!) children. (So she was a 

serious dudess!) And by the way she is a cousin of Abagail Adams, John Adams wife. Isn’t this fun? 
 

OK we will now bring him to Shrewsbury and this is not as much fun. He became ill and the Charleston doctors 

could not determine his problem and sent him to Philadelphia. These physicians were equally clueless and 

recommended the traditional remedy of taking the sea air. So off he went to Long Branch supported by his 

daughter Sarah. Sadly there he died. 
 

He indeed was an Episcopalian and he found a resting place with us. He was interred on August 11, 1819. In the 

shadow of the church in which we worship today. I wish I knew exactly where he is buried but despite evidence 

of a gravestone in family records, we can locate no such marker. 
 

Nonetheless it is a wonderful discovery that such a person is here with us. The author is coming to visit us in 

January. Our historical connections continue to emerge and we are a richer community because of this 

remarkable linkage. 
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But we still have the Mystery of the Grimke Gravestone. In order to solve this mystery Ms. Knight is coming to 

Shrewsbury on January 6
th

 to participate in a graveyard search. She will bring some information from the 

Grimke papers to aid in this. You are invited to help solve this mystery on that day. I will provide additional 

specifics in the near future.  

 

  John Faucheraud 

Grimke 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury Community Day  
Saturday, October 18, 2014 

 
The highlight of the first "Shrewsbury Community 

Day", held on October 18th, was the dedication of 

the Eagle Statue located in front of the Shrewsbury 

Historical Society. It was donated by the family of 

Dorothy Blair Manson (wife of our own Bob 

Manson) in her honor. Among her many 

accomplishments, Dorothy was also the an active 

part of Christ Church. She was the first woman to 

serve on the vestry and the first woman lector. She 

loved eagles - and you have probably seen the one 

that graces her grave in our own cemetery. The 

following tribute was made on her behalf, and we 

are honored to share it with you. 

 

 

 
 

Tribute to Dorothy Manson 
1915 -1995 

 

Like an American eagle proud and patriotic  

she loved the uniform; being a Girl Scout  

was as important to her as being a soldier. 

She served in girl scouting for over 60 years. 

so generous and evenhanded, a true Libra, 

the scales, balance. 
 

She soared with the eagles, 

had high aspirations but stayed grounded. 

Realistic, a hard worker, a volunteer, always 

charitable, willing to boost someone up, 

giving them opportunities previously unavailable. 
 

Never one to watch from the sidelines, she got 

involved, acted, changed things for the better, 

defended her principles, expressed her opinions. 
 

Bob Manson was a devoted partner who traveled 

with her to the far corners of the world, visiting 

over thirty countries. 
 

Dorothy 

 wrote beautifully 

 dressed impeccably 

 spoke cleverly 

 danced and exercised vigorously 

 visited sick friends 

 attended graduations 

 officiated weddings 

served her beloved Shrewsbury as Mayor 

and concerned herself with the wide world. 

 

May her generous and civic spirit  

live on in all of us. 
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Help build a hogan in Navajoland 

Literally translated, Hogan means “place home,” and the Navajo take their identity from it.  

This Giving Tuesday, help build a hogan in Navajoland.  On December 2, 2014, The Episcopal Church will 

participate in the global charitable event Giving Tuesday.  The need is urgent to build six new hogans for 

ceremonial, educational, and spiritual purposes since many hogans on the reservation have been damaged or 

destroyed by harsh weather and decaying materials. 

The goal: to raise $240,000 to build six hogans – two each in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. 

Navajoland 

P.O. Box 720  

Farmington,  NM 87499  

Phone: (505) 327-7549 — Main 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Cathedral Lock In 
December 12-13, 2014 

Stop Hunger Now 
Round 5 

Where:  Trinity Cathedral, Trenton, NJ 

Begin: 8:00 p.m. (12/12)  End: 7:00 a.m. (12/13) 

Who: 6
th

 -12
th

 graders and their adult sponsors 

Lodging: Sleeping bags on the floor 

Cost: $33 per person 

Join us for this all night party that begins with The Holy Eucharist and includes a high energy concert by Sloan 

River Project, a project with STOP HUNGER NOW which creates meals for the needy.  Last year, the 20,088 

meals we packed at this event were shipped to El Salvador.  Join us for a fun mix of games, movies and free 

time.  Register at www.newjerseyyouth.org or contact The Rev. Canon Debi Clarke at 609-394-5281 ext. 36 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

GIVE ALTERNATIVE GIFTS THIS SEASON 
 

Give Gifts for Life - Episcopal Relief and Development provides support to help people around the world pull 

themselves out of poverty, protect their health, and build more sustainable communities.  Give a goat and 

provide a stable source of food and earnings.  Give clean water and life's most basic necessity.  Give a donation 

to support micro-credit loans for women to build their own businesses in their village. 

Visit www.episcopalrelief.org/giftsforlife. ORDER BY DECEMBER 3 TO ENSURE GIFT CARDS IN TIME 

FOR CHRISTMAS!! 

 

Give Gifts of Honor - Since 1944, Heifer International has worked to bring help, healing, and hope to millions 

of impoverished families worldwide. At Christmas, give your loved ones a gift that won't gather dust on a 

shelf.  Give a gift of a Heifer ($500) or a share of a heifer ($50). Or, give a gift or share of a menagerie that 

includes goats, pigs, sheep, rabbits, honeybees, chickens, llamas, water buffalo, camels, oxen, donkeys, ducks, 

guinea pigs, or geese - all of which help needy families with opportunities for a better diet, income, and 

sustainability. Call 855-7-HUNGER or visit www.heifer.org/gift. ORDER BY DECEMBER11 FOR 

DELIVERY BY DECEMBER 24.  

http://maps.google.com/?f=q&hl=en&q=P.O.%20Box%20720%20Farmington,%C2%A0%20NM%2087499&maptype=roadmap
http://maps.google.com/?f=q&hl=en&q=P.O.%20Box%20720%20Farmington,%C2%A0%20NM%2087499&maptype=roadmap
http://maps.google.com/?f=q&hl=en&q=P.O.%20Box%20720%20Farmington,%C2%A0%20NM%2087499&maptype=roadmap
http://www.newjerseyyouth.org/
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/giftsforlife
http://www.heifer.org/gift
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Vestry Nomination and Selection Process 
 

 

Annual Parish Election Process 
As we prepare for the Annual Parish Meeting in January 2015, we are required, under the Parish By-laws to 

nominate candidates for Vestry to fill the vacancies left by those members who have fulfilled their terms. 

 

The following members will be leaving the Vestry this year: 

Senior Warden (Two year term) – Robert Kelly 

Vestry Persons (Three year terms) – Dianne Regiec, Neil Ingenito, Sheila Hatami 

 

In addition we will need to nominate candidates to serve as Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention 

Three Alternate Deputies  

 

Nominating Committee 
A Nominating Committee has been formed by the Vestry, as per the By-Laws, consisting of  

Chair – Robert M. Kelly Jr. 

Nominating Committee members – Dianne Regiec, Neil Ingenito, Sheila Hatami 

 

Call for Candidates 
Christ Church is seeking candidates for election to the Vestry. If you would like to nominate a fellow 

parishioner please contact one of the nominating committee members identified above. Please confirm that the 

person you are nominating is willing to serve before submitting their name to the committee. 

 

Deadline for Submitting Candidates 
Please submit candidates for consideration by Sunday, December 14, 2014. 

 

Eligibility to Serve on Vestry 
To be eligible to serve on the Vestry the nominee must be a “Qualified Voter” as defined in the By-laws: 

 

 

 

Article II, Section III 

Qualified Voters 
Those eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting, known as “qualified voters” shall be persons who are baptized, at 

least sixteen years of age, domiciled in the parish or adjacent thereto, of good moral character, adhering to this 

Church and to no other religious body, active communicants, meaning that they regularly attend services of this 

Church in this Parish, and regular contributors to the current expenses for the six months preceding the Annual 

Meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Robert Kelly, Senior Warden 

Chair of the Nominating Committee 
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Our Historic Orb has Found a New Home 

 
Our historic orb is now better protected while storied and able to be displayed more safely. This is due 

to its residence in a 20” clear acrylic cube, depicted in the accompanying photo. The cube was acquired 

through the efforts of our Rutgers student volunteer, Kerri Sullivan. The maroon velvet cloth on which it 

is nestled was customized and donated by Pam Diamond.  

As you may know this is the element of the spire of the church above the cupola that was there from 

1769 to 1982. At that time the entire spire was restored with the exception of the orb which was too 

damaged to effect a restoration. One reason that restoration was not possible was the damage sustained 

when it was pierced by musket fire by Revolutionary War soldiers on the revolutionary side. This attack 

was actually aimed at the crown on the very top of the spire which was a symbol of the King of England 

against whom they were rebelling. A photo of the spire with the original orb is mounted on the wall of 

the parish house photo as you enter the foyer. 

The orb is usually stored in our archive closet but will be on display in the church during the Lantern 

Tour. 

Keeping the orb company in its new home is a bullet embedded in a piece of wood from the pulpit that 

was also a Revolutionary war event as the church was used as a barracks. 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 
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December 2014 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

1 
Office OPEN 

 

 10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

2 
ML+ @ Clergy Day 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

3 
Casey out of office 

9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

4 
6-8PM 

Covenant House 

Networking event 
 

7:30PM 

    St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal - Chapel 
 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

5 
Rector’s day off 

 

Lantern Tours 

6pm and 8pm 

 

5PM 

Moravian Pie Dinner 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

7 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

St. Nicholas Sunday 

Toy Drive 

Holy Eucharist 

8 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 
 

3:30PM 

GFS  

Holiday Express 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

10 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

11 
Clergy Advent Day 

5 – 7PM 

Covenant House 

Christmas Party 

7:30PM 

    St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal Chapel 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

12 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

13 
 

 

 

14 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

“Seeing is Believing” 

 

 

15 
Office closed 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

VestryMeeting 

16 
9:30am 

Altar Guild 
 Brass Polishing 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

17 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

CROWN DEADLINE 

8PM 

AA meeting 

18 
 

7:30PM 

    St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal - Chapel 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

19 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

20 
 

10-11:30AM 

Blessing of the 

Stockings 

 

 

21 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 
Greening of Church 

 

22 
 

Office OPEN 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

24 
4PM  

Children’s Svc. 
 

10:30PM  
Lessons & 

Carols & Festive 
Eucharist 

 

 

25 
10AM 

Christmas Day 

Service 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
8:30PM 

AA meeting 

26 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

27 
 
 

 

28 
 

10AM 

Lessons & Carols 

Holy Eucharist 

 

29 
 

Office OPEN 

 

30 
 

Office OPEN 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

31 
NEW YEARS EVE 

 
 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

8PM 

AA meeting 

Jan. 1 
2015 

NEW YEARS DAY 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
8:30PM 

AA meeting 

 
 

Office OPEN 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

 
Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 

 
 

 

** CHURCH SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) 

After Communion - Middle Church School (Grades 5 - 8th) 

After the service - Upper Church School (Grades 9 -12th) 
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Bishop Stokes’ visit for Confirmation and Reception on Sunday, November 16th! 
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Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net                   www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 
 

Christ Church is a community committed to exploring the reality of God in today’s world. 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2014 
Robert. M. Kelly, Jr. - Senior Warden, Information Technology, Parish Historian 

Elaine Feyereisen- Junior Warden, Communications  
 Julie Sinn Cassidy – Young Family Initiative (y-fi) 

Walter Dein - Property 
Sheila Hatami-Watson - Outreach 

Neil Ingenito – Fundraising 
Peggy James - Stewardship 

Sue Napoletano - Christian Formation  
Dianne Regiec – Parish Life 

Sarah Schmid – Commission Support 
Patrice Thornton - Membership 

 
Treasurer—Gerry Marengo 

Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk--Nancy Stewart 

 

 
Another successful Holiday Bazaar and Preview Night! 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.christchurchshrewsbury.org/
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

