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You are cordially Invited to the 
 

 

311th Annual Parish Meeting 

of Christ Church, Shrewsbury 

 

Sunday, January 25, 2015 
 

following the 10:00am Mass 

(no 8:00am service on this day) 
 

This year the meeting will be held in the Parish House 
as we share a Potluck Meal together. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Dear Friends,                                                
 

One of my favorite Calvin and Hobbes comic strips starts with Calvin sitting at his school desk taking an exam. 

The question we find him pondering is one you may remember from your own school days: “Where is 

Plymouth Rock”? After giving it some careful consideration, Calvin writes his answer: “I am not presently at 

liberty to divulge that information, as it might compromise our agents in the field.”  In the last frame, Calvin 

looks straight at us with an impish smile and says, “I understand my tests are popular reading in the Teachers’ 

Lounge.” 
 

Most children have trouble understanding what a question about Plymouth Rock has to do with their lives in the 

here and now. But as we grow older, we come to realize just how deeply our present is linked with the past. 

That is certainly true of me. Little did I realize, when arriving here on the Jersey Shore several years ago, how 

much I would come to appreciate the history contained in this little corner of the world.  
 

For many weeks this past autumn we had college interns stationed at Christ Church delving into our past. No, 

they are not out in the cemetery with a shovel; these interns have been making their way through years and 

years of parish records, deciphering handwritten parish statistics and entering them into a database for us. On 

the surface that might not sound so very exciting. But it is. The very thought of it beckons to the imagination. 

Simply reading the list of family names opens up a treasure trove of information about who was living in 

Shrewsbury and allows the mind to muse over what life was like in those colonial times. 
  

For instance: recently Senior Warden and Historian Bob Kelly blasted off the following email to me: “Did you 

know that there were 79 baptisms recorded here in 1746. The colonial Shrewsbury one year record.” That was 

all he wrote. No other comment or explanation. As if I had been sitting around waiting for just this precise bit of 

earthshaking news.  
 

But it did get me thinking: what was going on in 1746 that caused so many to be baptized? Was this a 

sociological phenomenon? Did this baptismal statistic mark a sudden boom in the number of people moving 

into the area? And if so, then why? What was going on?  
 

Perhaps there was a deeper, more spiritual reason. Maybe it was the response to the evangelistic fervor of the 

Great Religious Awakening that was sweeping the colonies during those days.  Had the famous preacher 

George Whitfield (who arrived in the colonies in 1740) stopped in Monmouth County?  I know he traveled and 

preached from New York all the way down to Charleston; perchance he stopped in at the Allen House?  
 

Or perhaps this was simply a parochial consideration: could it be that the parish had gone a long time without a 

priest? And when one finally arrived, folks were lined up to have their children “done”?  
 

Just this one statistic has gotten my mind going: what does it all mean? But wait! I just received another email: 

“The students will be providing a year by year bar chart. For 1733-1775, a total of 1304 Baptisms.” Perhaps 

before I do too much digging I will wait to see just what that bar chart reveals. Who knows…..it may even lead 

to a link with Plymouth Rock…….  

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 
 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us 

know so we can keep our records/database up to 

date.  Please send us an email or call the Church 

Office at 732-741-2220.  
 

Address Updates: 
 

Sarah Schmid 

104 Halliard Dr.  

Eatontown, NJ 07724 
 

Raj Mirjah 

91.5 Fairchild Ave. 

Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
 

Transfer In: 
Kerry and Kathryn Redinger 

10 Tiberon Drive 

Holmdel, NJ 07733 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 
(*) indicates member of CCS 

 

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Linda States, *Cassie Reagan,  *Phil Ryser, *Rick, 

*Diane, *Louise, *Kate DiLiberto, *Zack Roberts, 

*Nancy, *Heidi Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, 

*Susan Folta, Michael Schiavo, Doris Rainwater, 

Patrick Donohoe, Jeffrey, Jake, Joan, Loren James, 

John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Tina, Debbie Ambrogio,  

Harriett, Pam, Lisa, Ana Cisneros, Chris, Mora 

Hanley, Ian Hay, Josh, Mark Schiavo, Breanne, 

Omar, Dave, Chuck, Pete and Jill Biddle, Anne, 

Meghan Ryan, Christopher, Brady, Cindy, John and 

John David Meade, Gerardo, Reverend Milton 

Holmes, Patrick Larsen, Trevin, Heddy Napoletano, 

Fred Blozen, Lou, William Emerson, Catherine, 

Ava, Jay Czarnecki, Marsha, Amy, Brett Risser, 

Becky Cuthbert, Marjorie, Jean Bye and family, 

Meriwether Schmid, Ron Johnson, Pete, Sam Scott, 

Elizabeth Stone, Brandon Scheidel, Sue, Joan Hall, 

Lucy, Fr. Rob+, Dory Reagan, Don, Adam David, 

Charie Miller, Zachary, Fred Ruckriegel, Greg 

White, Clete, Debbie Shouldis, Thomas J. Graham, 

Drew, Nicole, Alexandra, Maryanne Lawrence and 

for all who serve our country here and abroad, 

especially Traver, Michael, Bo, Dennis, Matthew, 

Travis “TJ” Wilson, the 114
th

 Infantry of the NJ 

National Guard and 2nd. Lts. James and Thomas 

Ruane. 

 

 
 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

to  Phyllis Edwards, Lynn Marengo,  Tom 

Cameron and Walter Dein for their help with the 

Christmas bulletins. 
 

to  Mimi Brown, Pam Diamond, George 

Edwards, Bramley and Marie Maber, Ann 

Miller, Barbara Raspanti, Walter Dein, and 

Andrew Brown for helping with the Greening of 

the church so that our church looked especially 

beautiful for the Christmas season.  A special thank 

you to Cindy Webster for the beautiful decorations 

for our window sills.  Phyllis Edwards, Altar Guild 

Directress 
 

to Barbarba Raspanti, Ann Miller, Phyllis 

Edwards and Cindy Webster for polishing our 

brass.   
 

to all the many volunteers that have helped us in 

any way during the past year!  
 

to all the GFS'rs who assisted with the Blessing of 

the Stockings!  It was pure joy to see the excitement 

on the little ones faces as they visited with St. 

Nicholas, decorated the tree, decorated cookies and 

made greeting cards for the residents of St. Clare’s 

(home for children). 
 

to everyone for your generous toy donations for the 

St. Mark’s toy distribution.  In speaking with Cindy 

Medina, our St. Mark’s contact, our parish gifts 

assisted in helping over 420 children this Christmas.  

Thank you again for bringing joy to these 

youngsters.   Elaine 



A special note of thanks received…  
 

Three cheers and a host of thanks to Bob Kelly for 

all he does all the time for Christ Church. Beyond 

the formalities of his serving as Senior Warden, 

shamelessly and yet somehow gently reminding us 

of the importance of our pledges, Bob works hard to 

obtain grants for the maintenance of our Church, 

parish house and the rectory and is endlessly 

working with NJ Historic Trust. He constantly 

researches our rich history with many local and 

otherwise historians, he also researches the local 

dead folk in our historic cemetery, while overseeing 

the Dead Actors Guild, all the while maintaining 

and expanding the history of the people forever 

resting in our ground!  
 

He exchanges parts of our history with Rutgers, and 

then, after a long few days, Bob WRITES IT ALL 

DOWN and shares it all with the parish of Christ 

Church!! That is a whole lot of effort and time in 

the name of Bob's love for Christ Church, 

Shrewsbury, and we are so very lucky and, maybe, 

blessed to have him.  
 

Bob, we raise our glasses to you with fondness and 

gratitude! 
 

Cheers!  

Dory and Gail 

 

to Rob Ferrigno Lawn and Landscape for their 

kind donation of live Christmas Trees in our Church 

and Rectory once again this year!  Be sure to bring 

mittens, gloves, socks, and hats that can be placed 

onto the tree in the church by the baptismal font or 

in the entrance to the Parish House; they will be 

distributed to the needy during these winter months. 

 

 

Thank you Outreach 

This Christmas, Christ Church gave gifts to families 

through Love, INC’s program, CONNECT, which 

provides gifts and essentials to families in need 

during the holiday season.  Thank you to Christ 

Church participants; Ellie Bates, Brett Hass, 

Georgette King, Peggy James, Chris Psolka, Natalie 

and Sheila Hatami-Watson, Christ Church 

Shrewsbury Outreach and Sandy Fund who 

sponsored a very merry Christmas for these 

families. 
  

 

 

Many Thanks for a Beautiful 

Christmas Celebration 
 

Our Christmas services this year were truly 

beautiful. Thank you to the many, many persons 

who made it possible. To Chris Psolka and the St. 

Gregory’s Choir, the music was fabulous. To all our 

youth and children who also participated in the 

music program. To the Altar Guild who so 

beautifully adorned our nave and made sure 

everything was “just right”. To the acolytes, lectors, 

chalice bearers, ushers, and greeters who made 

everything appear so effortless. We are truly 

grateful to our wonderful parish family. 
 

 

Lantern Tour Events and Thank You 
 

A huge note of thanks to Elaine Feyereisen for 

another successful Lantern Tour evening! Elaine 

organized the reservations and tickets and assisted 

with advertising.  Thank you also to Chris Meislohn 

and her crew of bakers, Mother Lisa for her 

delicious Moravian Chicken Pie recipe, all who 

helped with the dinner set up, preparation and 

clean-up in the kitchen.  Thanks to Noel Murgio 

who organized the bake table and to Judy Buncher 

for manning the table, and to all the parishioners 

who provided the baked items.  Knitting Pearls 

items were available for sale, thanks to Perky 

Cameron and all the knitters.   Thanks also to 

anyone that helped in various ways to help make the 

evening a success, including signage, walkway 

lanterns, organization of materials, and advertising. 

 
 

LOST & FOUND 
*Have you been looking for your sunglasses, gloves, T-

shirt, car keys? Did you lose your umbrella?  If you aren’t 

able to read this very clearly – maybe you left your 

reading glasses behind. Please take a look in the box 

located ontop of the mail cubby rack in the Parish Hall. 

*Are you looking for a dish? Platter? Or Crock pot? 

Maybe it’s in the Parish House Kitchen. Take a look and 

bring home the items you left after the last event you 

prepared a shared dish. 

*Did you find a watch in the parking lot?  We have the 

owner.  No questions asked! 

                                           Thank you! 

 

 

 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR….. 
 
 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS  

“SOCK AND MITTEN”  

TREE 

           
 

Through the Christmas season we are asking you to 

help decorate the Christmas tree located at the 

Baptismal font with new gloves, mittens, hats, 

socks, etc.  Any size or color will do!  These 

“ornaments” will then be donated to various 

charities to help those less fortunate over the cold 

hard winter months.   Take advantage of those great 

after Christmas Sales!!   
 

Second Saturday Workday 
Busy December is behind us. Now it’s time to think 

about being a part of the January Second Saturday 

Workday!  I continue the monthly workdays.  So 

come along and join us on January 10th any 

time for an hour or two from 10:00 AM to 4:00 

PM.  A warm and simple lunch will be provided. 

Walter Dein  

 

 

Pledge Envelopes 2015 
Boxes of 2015 pledge envelopes in alphabetical 

order are available for pickup in the Narthex.   
 

 

COFFEE HOUR: We need your help!  Please 

sign up for a week as Host for the Coffee Hour. 

Sign-up sheet is on the Parish Life Bulletin Board. 

It is easy and fun – and you’ll be glad you did. If 

you need instructions, direction, or even a “Coffee 

Hour Buddy” let us know and we will be happy to 

assist you.  

 
 

 

ADULT LECTIONARY STUDY 

Join us at 9am Sunday mornings in the Parish 

library.  Have you ever wondered about the Sunday 

readings?  What did that mean?  Who was that 

person? How do today’s readings apply to me?  

Each week we read and discuss the 4 readings 

appointed for that Sunday.   There is no homework, 

nor any attendance requirements.   Drop in and 

learn more about the Bible. 

 

 

Calendar Ca$h Out!! 

 

Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday 

Calendar Ca$h Out! Pick your favorite date for 

only $5.00.  Just imagine…..If every date of the 

year was chosen, the winner would receive a grand 

prize of $912.50! Calendar with dates still available 

in the parish house!  Drawing will be held at our 

Annual Parish Meeting – Sunday, January 25
th

! 

 

 
FLOWERS AND SANCUTARY CANDLE 

OFFERINGS 

Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have 

beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex. These are 

provided by our parishioners, usually in memory of 

someone or in thanksgiving to God for someone or 

something. If you would like to donate flowers (or the 

weekly sanctuary candle) you should sign up on the 

Flower Chart in the narthex of the Church or call the 

Church office. Checks should be made payable to; 

“Christ Church Altar Guild” and may be placed in the 

offertory plate or mailed to us. Cost: Altar Flowers - 

$30, Narthex Flowers - $20, Sanctuary Candle - $5. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



What’s Happening at GFS  
 

GFS News! 
 

December was a fun and busy month for our GFS 

Chapter. On December 8th our girls met at Holiday 

Express to help assemble packages for needy folks 

in Monmouth County. We brought toiletries as a 

donation. Afterwards we had supper together at the 

Pour House. On December 20th, the girls came to 

our assistance at our first ever BLESSING OF THE 

STOCKINGS. We all had a wonderful time 

bringing the spirit of Christ back into Christmas. 

Children decorated cookies and made beautiful 

Christmas cards for children staying at St. Clare's 

House in Neptune. 

 

For January: Meg Bernhardt and daughter Kate 

have invited us to their home for an Epiphany Party 

and House Blessing on Saturday, January 17th from 

1:00-3:00.  PLEASE RSVP by Jan. 12 at 

Megbernhart68@gmail.com so we know how many 

will be there. And please bring a wrapped gift for 

exchange (limit of $10!!!). And remember, you may 

invite a friend to come along..... 

 

**I found this beautiful poem, and would like to 

share it with each of you.  Happy Holidays, Dorrie 

 

Your Inspiration:  Never Forget 
  

Your presence is a gift to the world,  
You're unique and one of a kind.  
Your life can be what you want it to be -  
Take it one day at a time.  
  

Count your blessings, not your troubles,  
And you'll make it through what comes along.  
Within you are so many answers,  
Understand, have courage, be strong.  
  

Don't put limits on yourself,  
Your dreams are waiting to be realized.  
Don't leave your important decisions to chance -  
Reach for your peak, your goal, and your prize.  
  

Nothing wastes more energy than worrying -  
The longer a problem is carried, the heavier it gets.  
Don't take things too seriously -  
Live a life of serenity, not a life of regrets.  

Remember that a little love goes a long way -  
Remember that a lot goes forever.  
Remember that friendship is a wise investment,  
Life's treasures are people... together.  
  

Have health and hope and happiness,  
Take the time to wish on a star.  
And don't ever forget for even a day...  
How very special YOU are!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

(November 2014) 

Year to Date Totals 
 

Actual      Budget       $ Over Budget 

----------       -----------     ----------------- 

Plate   $2,800      $  5,500       $   (2,700) 

Pledge   $140,170  $151,718     $ (11,548) 

Total Income   $198,201 $207,357      $   (9,156) 

Total Expense $207,266  $212,348     $   (5,082) 

======= ======= ======== 

Net Income     $(9,065)   $ (4,991)      $  (4,074) 

=======   =======  ======== 

 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have spent 

$9,065 more than we have received in income from 

pledges, plate and all other income sources. 

2. Our current deficit is $4,074 greater than budget. 

3. As shown pledges are behind budget by $11,548 

contributing to the larger deficit. 

4. Note that a deficit in expenses means we are 

under budget in terms of our expenses which helps 

our overall deficit. 

5. The November financials do NOT include the 

proceeds from the Christmas Bazaar which will be 

accounted for in the December financials.. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ 

Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerry Marengo - Treasurer 

 



 

Queen Anne Communion Service at 

Rutgers Alexander Library Exhibit 
 

 
 

 

The exhibit describing New Jersey in the colonial 

era at which our Queen Anne Communion Service 

is displayed is being extended through the middle of 

March due to its popularity. Our communion 

service will be returned in time for our Easter 

service. 

 
 

Fernanda Perrone, the Alexander’s exhibits 

coordinator, recently gave a wonderful and 

informative private tour to a group of parishioners. 

These are depicted in the photos below. Dr. Perrone 

is in the center of the one photo and an image of 

Queen Anne is shown with her and our communion 

service on display. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

“On the Road to the Diaconate” 
 

Our next to last semester at the School for Deacons 

came to an end at the beginning of Advent, and I 

have been thinking since of something that I read 

about it supposedly getting easier as we grow older 

to brush aside the commercialization of Christmas 

and to focus instead on the spiritual journey that we 

as Christians take at this time of the year, through 

the truths of Scripture that point to the birth of the 

Messiah, to a reaffirmation that he is come, is 

present in the world today and will come again in 

glory.  It’s not that I don’t still enjoy the sharp 

increase of all things Christmas that coincides with 

Advent – the arrival of greeting cards and carols 

and laughter and fancy foods and Santa Claus and 

presents under the tree (the most enduring visions of 

my own childhood).  I do, but I’ve come a long way 

since I took the first trusting step on the road to the 

diaconate three years ago, and I have a greater 

appreciation and longing than ever before for our 

true purpose and destination, which is to be in his 

presence forever.    

I can’t speak for Karen and Magdalena, but can tell 

you that I thoroughly enjoyed our Ethics class this 

past fall semester, although I have a final paper to 

submit on the opposing viewpoints in the Christian 

community on the complex subject of suicide and 

euthanasia (assisted suicide) which I have put on the 

shelf until after the excitement of the Christmas 

holiday.  Fortunately, the assignment is not due to 

Mother Lisa Hoffman until Epiphany and as you are 

reading this I will probably be sprinting for that 

deadline with just minutes to spare (some things 

never change!).  I also thoroughly enjoyed our 

Introduction to Preaching class.  My lack of any 

previous experience or any inherent ability for that 

matter prompted me to pay particular attention in 

this class, and the attentiveness and insight we 

received from Deacon Keith McCoy not to mention 

the peer review I received from my classmates 

helped me find my own voice and communicate 

God’s word more clearly. Both were a big help 

when Father Marshall Shelley plugged me into the 

sermon rotation this fall at my intern parish, St. 



Peter’s Church in Spotswood, and I look forward to 

returning to Christ Church after I am ordained on 

May 9th to share with you my personal message of 

faith in God after a three year journey on the road to 

the diaconate.       

I can’t wait for the final semester of classes at the 

School for Deacons to begin on January 10
th

, and I 

am especially looking forward to my final interview 

with the Standing Committee on January 15
th

.  I 

have so much I want to share with the Committee 

and, ultimately, the Epiphany of our Lord resonates 

for me as I prepare to begin the final leg of my 

spiritual journey this New Year.  It is the real 

challenge for our faith to be able to trust God so 

much that we can step off into the unknown 

knowing that He is there with us on the journey.  

Jesus stepped into the River Jordon and God said, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

blessed.”  He then went on to minister to the world, 

showing you and me and every person the way to 

become closer to his Father in heaven.  Jesus’ 

journey to and after His baptism in the river Jordon 

has become a model for my own journey on the 

road to the diaconate, which has come to represent 

the major crossroads of my life - at once the end of 

a journey and the beginning of another.   

I am not at the same place I was spiritually when 

Bishop Councell admitted me to the School for 

Deacons (hopefully, you have noticed), and I do not 

want to return to the place I was spiritually on the 

first day of classes in September 2012.  Just as Jesus 

didn’t end his journey standing in the river Jordon, 

neither do I want to remain caught up in a 

“comfortable” place or relationship with God.  His 

journey reminds me that our life of faith is one of 

constant growth and taking on the challenges that 

open us up to divine love and grace, and I hope to 

convince the Standing Committee I am glad that I 

did not turn back but continued walking forward on 

the path drawing me into a closer relationship with 

God, and the beginning of a life of ministry in 

service to others.. 

As this Epiphany season begins, may God the Holy 

Spirit, who came upon the beloved Son at His 

baptism in the river Jordon, pour out his gifts on 

you who have come to the waters of new birth.  

Amen. 

Faithfully yours,  

Bill Balmer 

 

     
 
 

 

2015 GRADUATING SENIORS  
 

 

Scholarship Funds Available 
Information and paperwork can be obtained from 

the Christ Church Parish Office on both funds listed 

below:  

 

Albert W. Van Duzer Scholarship Fund:  The 

funds are intended for recent high school graduates 

entering their first year of study at an accredited 

post-secondary institution.  Applicants should be 

aware that certain criteria will be considered in the 

awarding of scholarships funds:  service to the local 

and wider church, community service, academic 

achievement, and financial need.  APPLICATION 

AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MUST 

BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAT 

MARCH 1, 2015. 

 

Episcopal Church Women, Student Service 

Award:  This fund is strictly for assisting high 

school graduates who are presently enrolled in 

undergraduate studies.  You may apply each year 

that you are in school.  Certain criteria will be 

considered in granting awards:  service to church 

and service to community.  APPLICATION AND 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MUST BE 

RECEIVED BY APRIL 1, 2015 DEADLINE.  
 

 

 

 



A Note from the Senior Warden 
 

Two Years 
 

This is my final “Note from the Senior Warden” 

article for the Crown. When the February Crown 

goes to press, the parish will have elected a new 

senior warden at the annual parish meeting on 

January 25
th

, 2015. Naturally this Note is a good 

place to reflect upon what has happened during the 

two years of my tenure. 
 

The best place to start is why I agreed to become 

senior warden. In the simplest terms I wanted to 

make a difference and leave the parish at the end of 

my term in a better place than at the start of my 

term. It is for others to determine if I was 

successful. One learning I had is that for significant 

progress to be made in key areas, two years is not 

enough. But setting a direction and some progress is 

possible. 
 

I will write about my view of the State of the Parish 

in more detail in the annual report but briefly, here, 

I believe that our parishioners enjoy a wonderful, 

multi-faceted, spiritual experience, are part of a 

very active and enriching community, and are 

welcoming to all in a truly meaningful manner.  
 

So how does one make a difference if this is 

believed to be the state of affairs? Well first there is 

the ongoing maintenance and gradual improvement 

of these critical aspects. (In a previous life I referred 

to this as “keeping the lights green”). As you 

address problem areas, do not let your strengths 

erode. I think that has been true for the past two 

years. Our problem areas are more with our 

underpinnings: financial and property. (And 

property is also really a financial issue.) We have a 

chronic financial deficit in our operating budget that 

causes us to withdraw tens of thousands of dollars 

from our endowment annually in order to balance 

the budget. This is unsustainable. We will run out of 

money and that will cause a tailspin of our worship 

and community character. 
 

The approach I developed to addressing this is 

called the Parish Rejuvenation Initiative (PRI). I 

have written about this multiple times in the past. 

This approach recognizes that the parish had cut its 

costs in all areas and continues to operate frugally. 

Everyone in the parish leadership thinks this way. 

But it has not been enough. The PRI calls for steps 

for us to GROW out of our deficit. That is, we 

increase our revenue, to use a business term – and 

these are business issues. The PRI posits two 

elements: one shorter term and the other longer 

term. Actually both are persistent, continuous 

efforts but the first would have “bottom-line” 

impact sooner.  
 

The first element looks at our current revenue and 

recognizes that our largest revenue component, by 

far, is pledge income. Increasing this by modest 

amounts can have a very positive impact. (More on 

how this is going below.) 
 

The second element is a new and transformative 

one. In simplest terms it calls for us to expand our 

concept of church membership beyond the 

traditional one of in-pew worshippers. This element 

calls for engaging new “members” who may spend 

little or no time in our pews. This represents a new 

form of engagement with a church that is mutually 

beneficial to the parish and to these “members”. I 

will discuss this some more below but the limits of 

the traditional membership are clear. And it is not 

for lack of trying on our part to grow our 

congregation in this way. We are faced with the fact 

that our society is not the same as when we were 

strong in all facets of a traditional Episcopal church. 

This may change in the future but we have to adapt 

in order to survive without losing our core values. 

This second element will take some time to have 

significant impact. It begins with our increasing the 

church’s awareness in the broader community. This 

increased awareness then would lead to 

participation in our parish life by now-connected 

new “members” and growth in many dimensions. 

The challenges of this second element here are 

twofold: it requires considerable effort – some 

financial investment, but mostly people resources, 

especially among the parish leadership.  
 

This language describing the PRI is somewhat 

conceptual so let me illuminate these two elements 

with more specifics, including how I think the PRI 

is going. 
 

On the first element regarding increased pledge 

giving from our traditional members, we had a 

successful step in that direction in 2014 relative to 

2013. (I am using the figures on pg. 17 of our 2013 

annual report.) Based on 2014 pledges and 

estimated of giving that is done without pledging, in 

2013 we had a budget of $136,659 for these two 

components. The 2014 budget figure, based upon 

pledges was $163,350. This is a wonderful 

budgetary projection result. An increase of over 



$26,000. (Another positive indicator was that the 

actual pledge income in 2013 was greater than 

budgeted by a few thousand dollars.) Returning to 

2014, it is also important that the actual pledge 

results fulfill the budget projections. We do not 

know the full answer to that question (as of this 

writing) since final 2014 actual figures are not 

complete. However, while we cannot completely 

rely on partial results, the actuals of pledge giving 

through November are over $11,000 below the 

budget projection for 11 months. This is a concern 

but many do “catch-up” near the end of the year and 

we can hope that is the case. Results for 2015 

pledges are even more uncertain at this point 

particularly since pledges have been slow to arrive.  
 

I look at this element of the PRI as a positive story 

with some concerns. But on the positive side, why 

did we see such a wonderful increase in pledges in 

2014 compared to 2013? My personal opinion is 

that parishioners recognize the true value of Christ 

Church to them and their families and have strived 

to increase their giving. Part of this is due to our 

increased internal communications of what is going 

on in the parish. They also responded positively to 

their fellow parishioners’ wonderful testimonials 

during the pledge campaign.  
 

So now to some specifics on the second element of 

the PRI. Here progress as mentioned above is both 

slower and harder to measure. What follows here 

are examples of initiatives tied to the second 

element of the PRI that have particular focus on 

outside parish connections… 
 

*The County Historical Commission award for 

painting the church clock face 
 

*The strengthening of our web site and its move to 

a platform that will make it easier to change and 

maintain. 
 

*The hosting of the Association of Gravestone 

Studies in conjunction with their conference at 

Monmouth University 
 

*The association with 5 interns working on our 

treasured history. 
 

*The loan of the Queen Anne Communion service 

to the exhibit at the Rutgers Alexander library (This 

directly led to one of our history volunteers.) 
 

*The graveyard talk to the Shrewsbury 

Homesteaders that led to an honorarium of $100 

and attendance at our services by one of their 

members. 

*The publishing of the sermons on the web site in 

aural form 
 

*The Memorial Day service video by Mother Mary 

Frances and its presence on our web site 
 

*The strengthening of our Facebook page. 
 

*The Heritage Rose Meditation Garden and the 

associated partnership with a landscape architect 

and the Shrewsbury Garden Club 
 

*The Christ Church Images Exhibit at the parish 

hall in 2013 and the County library in 2014 
 

*The participation in the borough’s Shrewsbury 

Day celebration. 
 

*The Sandy Disaster Relief Grants, the application 

for which had to be done in a hurry and was enabled 

by our contacts at the New Jersey Historic Trust and 

an Architectural Preservationist. 
 

*The tour of the church for a group of seniors from 

Jackson and their resultant financial contribution to 

the church. 
 

*The addition of a donation page to our web site. 
 

*The discovery of the prominent South Carolinian 

Judge John Grimke being buried in our graveyard 

and the event at the church on January 6
th

 with 

author Louise W. Knight. 
 

*Through the work in the archives with one of the 

volunteers, the discovery of the original earliest 

Parish Register that dates from 1733. 

 

There are also numerous activities with outside 

parish connections that have been ongoing and have 

been nurtured like the Blessing of the Animals, 

Blessing of the Stockings, the summer Saturday 

churchyard prayers, the Weekend in Old 

Monmouth, the Knitting Perls (especially the prayer 

shawl program), the Lantern Tour, the outside 

weddings program, etc. 

 

There are also activities planned for next year 

including a get together of the children, now adults, 

who grew up in the parish and an aerial video. 

There will be more. 

 

All of these activities make the outside community 

aware of us and our wonderful spiritual and 

community life and will enable our growth. So I 

think this aspect of the PRI is off to a strong start 

but needs continued nurturing and growth. 

 



Overall for my senior warden tenure I am proudest 

of two accomplishments. The first is the awards 

totaling over $270,000 for repair and resiliency 

work on our historic sites. This will enable work 

that would never have been done due to our 

financial situation. The second are the numerous 

connections we have made with outside people and 

organizations to set the stage for an enriched 

community and future growth. 

 

Bob Kelly 
 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                             Parish Historian 
 

that the original earliest Parish Register has been 

found!!  
 

In the November Crown, this column discussed that 

book being at large and efforts underway to try to 

locate it. Well it has been located but with an 

unusual story of how this occurred. If you recall the 

Parish Register records sacramental events like 

Baptisms and Marriages.  
 

Here is how it was discovered. As reported 

elsewhere in this issue of the Crown, work to 

improve the storage of our archival objects was 

recently performed in the archive storage area. This 

work involved the installation of additional shelving 

to enhance the storage of our old books and framed 

images. In order to do this work all of the old books 

had to be temporarily removed from the storage 

area. They total about 100. This was done by the 

parish historian and our volunteer, Kerri Sullivan. 

While the carpentry work was being done, Kerri 

took this opportunity to further one of her tasks. 

This is to select books that would be highest priority 

to place in archive-quality storage containers. For 

these books Kerri would measure them and we 

would order boxes for their storage. That day Kerri 

identified about 15 such books and placed them 

aside. While awaiting the carpentry work to be 

completed, I looked at the books. One of the books 

was an old parish register. I opened it and found 

Baptisms recorded starting in 1733. This was odd 

since we did have a Parish Register with that 

information. That other volume was the one I had 

thought was the Finch copy. But this one I was 

looking at was clearly newer than the other one. I 

was looking at the copy and the other, thought to be 

a copy, was and is the original!! The oldest original 

parish register had been right under my eyes. Now 

this was embarrassing because in retrospect the 

clues were right there that made it clear that the 

book formerly thought to be a copy was the 

original. Nevertheless it is wonderful that the book 

has been “found”.  

 

Below are excerpts of similar entries from both the 

original and the Finch copy. The original is 

extremely readable while the copy is quite faint. 

The common record to compare is our friend John 

Grimke whose entry is vivid in the original and hard 

to see in the copy (the Grimke entry is eighth from 

the bottom.) 
 

While having only one version of the same parish 

register dates interval is sufficient to have the 

contents of the book, you do not have to be a history 

wonk to see the value of both and the wonder of 

having a book that shows the handwriting of our 

early missionary priests. 
 



 

 

 

************************************** 

 

 

 
 

 

********************************************* 

Stewardship 2015 
If you've turned in your pledge card for 2015, thank you. If you haven't, please do. It's not too late!  Mail it, 

drop it off at the church office or put it in the offering plate on Sunday. If you regularly put money in the plate, 

but have never completed a pledge card, please consider completing a card this year. The vestry is working on 

the budget and it makes it so much easier if they know how much money they can rely on. We have asked 

everyone to try to increase their pledge, even if it is only by 1 week’s contribution. Every increase helps no 

matter the amount. Don't be afraid, if your circumstances change, you can always change your pledge. Let's 

make 2015 the best financial year yet! Thank you.  
 

The Stewardship Team  

Peggy James 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has turned in a pledge for 2015. The following is what we have received as of 

12/31/14. Please let us know if you turned in a pledge card but are not on the list: 
 

Carl Alfano, Frank and Pamela Aschettino, Madna Aubry, Sharon Babb, Shirley Badal, Richard and Meg 

Bernhardt, Packard and Jill Biddle, Judy Buncher, Richard Biernacki, Katherine Boneburg, Chris Brondi, 

Gordon and MiMi Brown, Tom and Perky Cameron, Barbara Carroll, Robert and Betty Cashion, David and 

Julie Cassidy, Victoria and Bill Cuff, Walter Dein, Sandra DeMurley, Pam and Dale Diamond, George and 

Phyllis Edwards, Patricia Falzone, Elaine Feyereisen, Robert and Heidi Gall, Jamie Green, Anthony Gualtieri, 

Lisa Halpern, Sheila and Natalie Hatami-Watson, Bob and Kim Honecker, Neil and Diane Ingenito, Peggy 

James, Edgar John, Robert Kelly, Maureen Kilroy, Georgette King, John and Joan Landers, Victoria Langbein, 

Jennifer Lovekin, Bramley and Marie Maber, Gerry and Lynn Marengo, Renee Meislohn, Ruth Ann Menut-

Zeak, Ann and Jim Miller, Lisa Mitchell, Joanne Montgomery, Paul and Noel Murgio, Cassandra Murphy, Sue 

Napoletano, Jim O'Connor, Rosemary Pappa, Susan Perl, Clifford and Carolyn Petrie, Rebecca Pruitt, Irwin 

Rapolla, Barbara Raspanti, Kerry and Kahty Redinger, Dave and Dianne Regiec, Zach Roberts, Rita Saible, 

Mary Frances Schjonberg, Sara Schmid, Susan Sellers, Diane Skelly, Rachelle Spencer, Robert and Nancy 

Stewart, Patrice Thornton, Jeff Veil, Rod and Cindy Webster 



 

Louise Knight Visits us on January 6th 

Author and historian Louise Knight will visit Christ Church on January 6th for an interesting set 

of activities including the search for Judge John Grimke’s gravestone. The details of Judge 

Grimke’s burial here were related in part in last month’s Crown. Come hear more about the 

Grimke family and more of Ms. Knight’s work as described in the flyer below. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

History Updates 
 

Two of our History interns were featured in an article in the Monmouth Genealogist. This was part of a story by 

Parish Historian Bob Kelly describing the genealogical resources available in church records with an emphasis 

on our parish. This publication is edited by Rick Geffken our history colleague. If you are interested in seeing 

the full article please contact Bob Kelly. 

 

Amanda Lopes, Bob Kelly, and Caitlin Guenther with an old Parish Register 

 

 
 

Christ Church Featured at New Jersey Historic Conference 

In June of 2015, we will be part of the New Jersey Historic Trust Preservation Conference. This will be a panel 

discussion session entitled  

 

What the Ghosts Tell Us: Preserving New Jersey Churchyards 
 

The panel will consist of our parish historian Bob Kelly, Monmouth University Professor Richard Veit, and 

authors and historians Joe Grabas and Rick Geffken. A key aspect of the session is to discuss the importance of 

graveyard preservation in understanding our country’s heritage. This session proposal was selected from many 

high quality proposals throughout the state. 

 

Enhancements to the Archive Storage 

Some much needed improvements to the archive storage area were made. This storage area is located in the 

closet across from the entrance to the library in the parish hall. Additional shelves were added to aid in the 

storage of our archival books that number about 100. In addition a shelf was installed to enable improved 

storage of some of our large framed images. This work harvested some additional space in cramped quarters 

and improved the storage of these priceless objects. This work was paid for by an Angel of Christ Church 

donation. 

 

More on Archival Storage 

Due to the efforts of Kerri Sullivan, our Rutgers University volunteer, we have begun acquiring archival storage 

containers for our most precious historic objects. This includes the clear acrylic cube for display and storage of 

the original bullet-penetrated orb that sat above the cupola, as well as archival quality boxes for some of our 

oldest books. 

 



 

 

Vestry Nomination and Selection Process 
 

 

Annual Parish Election Process 
As we prepare for the Annual Parish Meeting in January 2015, we are required, under the Parish By-laws to 

nominate candidates for Vestry to fill the vacancies left by those members who have fulfilled their terms. 

 

The following members will be leaving the Vestry this year: 

Senior Warden (Two year term) – Robert Kelly 

Vestry Persons (Three year terms) – Dianne Regiec, Neil Ingenito, Sheila Hatami 

 

In addition we will need to nominate candidates to serve as Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention 

Three Alternate Deputies  

 

Nominating Committee 
A Nominating Committee has been formed by the Vestry, as per the By-Laws, consisting of  

Chair – Robert M. Kelly Jr. 

Nominating Committee members – Dianne Regiec, Neil Ingenito, Sheila Hatami 

 

Call for Candidates 
Christ Church is seeking candidates for election to the Vestry. If you would like to nominate a fellow 

parishioner please contact one of the nominating committee members identified above. Please confirm that the 

person you are nominating is willing to serve before submitting their name to the committee. 

 

Deadline for Submitting Candidates 
Please submit candidates for consideration by Sunday, December 14, 2014. 

 

Eligibility to Serve on Vestry 
To be eligible to serve on the Vestry the nominee must be a “Qualified Voter” as defined in the By-laws: 

 

 

 

Article II, Section III 

Qualified Voters 
Those eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting, known as “qualified voters” shall be persons who are baptized, at 

least sixteen years of age, domiciled in the parish or adjacent thereto, of good moral character, adhering to this 

Church and to no other religious body, active communicants, meaning that they regularly attend services of this 

Church in this Parish, and regular contributors to the current expenses for the six months preceding the Annual 

Meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Robert Kelly, Senior Warden 

Chair of the Nominating Committee 

 
 

 
 



 

JANUARY 2015 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 31 

NEW YEARS EVE. 
 
 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

1 
NEW YEARS DAY 

 

OFFICE CLOSED  

 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

2 
Rector’s day off 

 

OFFICE OPEN 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

3 
 

 

4 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

Church School** 

5 
Office OPEN 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

6 
Casey Personal Day 

 

11AM 

Louise Knight Visit 

with 2PM 

Book Signing 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

7 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

8 
  

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s 

Choir Party 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

9 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 
 
 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

10 
10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday 

Workday 
 

 

11 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist and 

Baptism 

Church School** 

12 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

7:15PM 

VestryMeeting 

13 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

14 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA meeting 

15 
 

 

7:30PM 

    St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal - Chapel 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

16 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

17 
 

1 – 3 PM 

GFS House blessing 

and  Epiphany Party  

 

18 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

Church School** 

 

19 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

20 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

21 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA meeting 

22 
 

 

7:30PM 

    St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal - Chapel 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

23 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

24 
 
 

 

25 
 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

ANNUAL PARISH 

MEETING 

 

Church School** 
 

 

26 
Office OPEN  

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

28 
Casey Personal Day 

9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA meeting 

29 
 

 

7:30PM 

    St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal - Chapel 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

30 
 

Rector’s day off 

 

 

 
 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

31 
 

 

**CHURCH SCHOOL 

9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) 

After Communion - Middle Church School (Grades 5 - 8th) 

After the service - Upper Church School (Grades 9 -12th) 

 

    
 



 

Christ Church Shrewsbury 

380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 
 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

 

VESTRY 2014 
Robert. M. Kelly, Jr. - Senior Warden, Information Technology, Parish Historian 

Elaine Feyereisen- Junior Warden, Communications  
 Julie Sinn Cassidy – Young Family Initiative (y-fi) 

Walter Dein - Property 
Sheila Hatami-Watson - Outreach 

Neil Ingenito – Fundraising 
Peggy James - Stewardship 

Sue Napoletano - Christian Formation  
Dianne Regiec – Parish Life 

Sarah Schmid – Commission Support 
Patrice Thornton - Membership 

 
Treasurer—Gerry Marengo 

Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg


 


