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“Whoever speaks, let them speak as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let them do 

so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through 

Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4.11 

 

 

What can be said about the year 2014? In regards to Christ Church, quite a lot. While our Sunday 

attendance was down over the year 2014 (we are still evaluating why that might be….) there is 

no doubt that we have a phenomenal congregation filled with very faithful people, all working 

towards the goal of sharing the good news of God in Christ Jesus in whatever ways we can. As 

you read through the pages of this Annual Report you are very likely to find yourself in it, 

supporting the programs, supporting each other, and supporting the community beyond – and 

finding respite and refreshment along the way. I would like to highlight the “new or unusual” 

things that have happened throughout the year. 

 

I am most excited about a ministry initiative we began this year with our new Vestry member 

Julie Cassidy (Dash’s mom!) called YFI: Young Family Initiative. Her task is to help focus our 

ministry among families with young children. You will read in her report about our new monthly 

program, “Seeing is Believing” and the first ever Blessing of the Stockings which was very 

successful; look for it again in 2015. I am very excited about our involvement with our young 

families, this outreach to the greater community, and our commitment to grow our church in this 

important area. 

 

Education continues to be central to the congregation’s spiritual development. As many of you 

know, I teach two different groups on a regular basis at Christ Church. The first is Peak of the 

Week, our Wednesday morning study group.  This year we read and discussed three books in 

depth: Zealot, Living on the Border of the Holy, and Uncommon Gratitude, which we are now 

finishing. We also viewed and discussed two video series: The Six Wives of Henry the Eighth, 

and Joseph Campbell’s The Power of Myth.  Our EFM (Education, Formation, Ministry) group 

for 2013-2014 was the largest we have ever had with 10 participants. Our 2014-2015 group has 8 

members (the second highest in its history) and I am so glad to have Deacon Victoria Cuff join 

us as my co-mentor. I also taught a Lenten Series, “Wit, Witticism and Whimsy: Wisdom 

Literature of the Bible” on Sundays after the 10am service, in which participants provided 

delicious soup to fuel our study. Over the summer, I also conducted a Summer College 

Fellowship Group which met for food, fun, fellowship, and a little swimming (a special thank 

you to Peggy James and John Callaghan). 

 

Liturgically speaking, we tried some new expressions of our faith this year. For example, we are 

using a new setting of the Lord’s Prayer for certain seasons and expanding our repertoire of other 

service music. We are learning new ways to pray the psalms. One of my favorite additions is a 

moment of Welcome at the 10:00am service in which one of the members of the clergy comes 

out and greets the congregation before worship. This not only puts newcomers at ease, but also 

reminds everyone to enter worship in quiet and holiness. We continued with our Saturday service 

during the summer, and I was delighted to have new member Brother Richard Biernacki lead us 

in music on the keyboards. One other “new” thing: in response to the needs of those in the 



Recovery Community, this past summer at Parking Lot Prayers we began offering a chalice with 

consecrated grape juice, which was very much appreciated by those who cannot for one reason 

or another partake of wine. When the summer service ended, we brought the tradition inside to 

the 8:00am service. I think this is one more way we can make people feel very welcome and at 

home here at Christ Church. So if you are one of those who cannot receive wine, the 8:00am 

service may be for you!  

 

Many excited things are happening on the history front – which you will no doubt read about in 

other places in this Annual Report. Mother Mary France Schjonberg created a wonderful 

Memorial Day Video featuring our historic graveyard for Episcopal News Service; you may find 

it on our website. Bob Kelly, Elaine Feyereisen and I spent a day at Brookdale College hosting a 

table at the Historic Preservation Conference, presented by the New Jersey Historic Trust. This 

year we loaned our Queen Anne communion set to Rutgers for an exhibit and our own “Images 

of Christ Church” was featured at the Monmouth County Library, Shrewsbury Branch. We have 

been blessed with several college interns working on various history projects, and Historian Bob 

Kelly debuted our first History Newsletter. 

 

Another ministry I have been very excited to see our parish embrace is Covenant House. 

Parishioner Jim O’Connor, who is currently on the International Board of Covenant House, both 

spoke to the vestry and preached to both of our services about this wonderful ministry to young 

adults aged 18-21. We had a terrific response – you can read about that in the Outreach Report – 

and I am looking forward to seeing this really take off in 2015. 

 

Property at Christ Church: it never seems to stop! This year that we had two unexpected 

surprises: the first is the formation of an historic Rose Garden in our graveyard. If you have been 

to Christ Church in the past year, you have undoubtedly witnessed the amazing progress that has 

gone on before our eyes. Many hands have been involved (including my own, skilled at early 

morning weeding). With the help of the Shrewsbury Garden Club, I hope that this year we will 

find it a beautiful, meditative place to pray. The second surprise is that we were the recipients of 

two grants from the Sandy Relief Grants for Historic Properties. One is for the Rectory in the 

amount of $122,930 and the other one is for the Church/Graveyard in the amount of $150,650. 

Work should begin in the next few weeks. These grants are a wonderful blessing for us as we 

work to keep all our property in good working order. 

 

On a personal note, I attended Credo II, a conference for clergy wellness sponsored by the 

Church Pension Group. It was a wonderful and thoughtful time to reflect on what my ministry 

has been here among you, and what kinds of things I hope to do in the years to come. The 

takeaway for me was in the nature and dynamics of what is called “The Long Term Pastorate”; I 

listened to the many experiences of my colleagues who have served parishes for 15 years or 

more and took away valuable insights that I pray will enliven and sustain both me and you, my 

beloved congregation in the days ahead. 

 

I am so very thankful for our wardens Bob Kelly and Elaine Feyereisen who both support and 

challenge me in the very best ways. These two incredible leaders have gone through the painful 

experience of losing a beloved spouse and life partner in the recent past; I am so thankful they 

are here alongside us to share their sensitivity and thoughtfulness as well as their capable 



intellect and expertise. Please let them know how much you appreciate them. I am also deeply 

appreciative of the Christ Church Staff. Casey Surgent, Mother Mary Frances Schjonberg, 

Deacon Victoria Cuff, Chris Psolka, and Jeff Veil each contribute in ways that many do not 

know or see to make the ministry of Christ Church one of dedication, filled with joy, and 

undergirded by love. 

 

Lastly – this is the year we will bid “farewell” to our three Deacon Candidates: Magdalena 

Aders, Bill Balmer, and Karen Reeman. It is hard to believe that three years have already passed 

since they formally began their study and discernment into the Diaconate. I cherish the way they 

have shared their journeys with us each month in the Crown and so enjoy the time they continue 

to spend with me; I have learned so very much through them. I know the entire parish will 

celebrate with them as they are ordained on May 9th at the Cathedral in Trenton. 

 

The scriptures tell us that in all we do in word or deed we should do so “as by the strength which 

God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ”. There is no doubt 

that our Lord is glorified in this place. May we continue to seek nothing but his will; may both 

our words and deeds belong fully to Christ Jesus, through whom we share our common life and 

love. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+  

 

 


