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Ash Wednesday Services 

February 18, 2015 
 

7:00AM: Liturgy for Ash Wednesday 

9:30AM:  Liturgy for Ash Wednesday & Holy Eucharist 

7PM: Liturgy for Ash Wednesday, Sung Eucharist 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2014 RECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

“Whoever speaks, let them speak as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let them do so as by the 

strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4.11 

 

 

What can be said about the year 2014? In regards to Christ Church, quite a lot. While our Sunday attendance 

was down over the year 2014 (we are still evaluating why that might be….) there is no doubt that we have a 

phenomenal congregation filled with very faithful people, all working towards the goal of sharing the good 

news of God in Christ Jesus in whatever ways we can. As you read through the pages of this Annual Report you 

are very likely to find yourself in it, supporting the programs, supporting each other, and supporting the 

community beyond – and finding respite and refreshment along the way. I would like to highlight the “new or 

unusual” things that have happened throughout the year. 

 

I am most excited about a ministry initiative we began this year with our new Vestry member Julie Cassidy 

(Dash’s mom!) called YFI: Young Family Initiative. Her task is to help focus our ministry among families with 

young children. You will read in her report about our new monthly program, “Seeing is Believing” and the first 

ever Blessing of the Stockings which was very successful; look for it again in 2015. I am very excited about our 

involvement with our young families, this outreach to the greater community, and our commitment to grow our 

church in this important area. 

 

Education continues to be central to the congregation’s spiritual development. As many of you know, I teach 

two different groups on a regular basis at Christ Church. The first is Peak of the Week, our Wednesday morning 

study group.  This year we read and discussed three books in depth: Zealot, Living on the Border of the Holy, 

and Uncommon Gratitude, which we are now finishing. We also viewed and discussed two video series: The Six 

Wives of Henry the Eighth, and Joseph Campbell’s The Power of Myth.  Our EFM (Education, Formation, 

Ministry) group for 2013-2014 was the largest we have ever had with 10 participants. Our 2014-2015 group has 

8 members (the second highest in its history) and I am so glad to have Deacon Victoria Cuff join us as my co-

mentor. I also taught a Lenten Series, “Wit, Witticism and Whimsy: Wisdom Literature of the Bible” on Sundays 

after the 10am service, in which participants provided delicious soup to fuel our study. Over the summer, I also 

conducted a Summer College Fellowship Group which met for food, fun, fellowship, and a little swimming (a 

special thank you to Peggy James and John Callaghan). 

 

Liturgically speaking, we tried some new expressions of our faith this year. For example, we are using a new 

setting of the Lord’s Prayer for certain seasons and expanding our repertoire of other service music. We are 

learning new ways to pray the psalms. One of my favorite additions is a moment of Welcome at the 10:00am 

service in which one of the members of the clergy comes out and greets the congregation before worship. This 

not only puts newcomers at ease, but also reminds everyone to enter worship in quiet and holiness. We 

continued with our Saturday service during the summer, and I was delighted to have new member Brother 

Richard Biernacki lead us in music on the keyboards. One other “new” thing: in response to the needs of those 

in the Recovery Community, this past summer at Parking Lot Prayers we began offering a chalice with 

consecrated grape juice, which was very much appreciated by those who cannot for one reason or another 

partake of wine. When the summer service ended, we brought the tradition inside to the 8:00am service. I think 

this is one more way we can make people feel very welcome and at home here at Christ Church. So if you are 

one of those who cannot receive wine, the 8:00am service may be for you!  

 

Many excited things are happening on the history front – which you will no doubt read about in other places in 

this Annual Report. Mother Mary France Schjonberg created a wonderful Memorial Day Video featuring our 

historic graveyard for Episcopal News Service; you may find it on our website. Bob Kelly, Elaine Feyereisen 

and I spent a day at Brookdale College hosting a table at the Historic Preservation Conference, presented by the 



New Jersey Historic Trust. This year we loaned our Queen Anne communion set to Rutgers for an exhibit and 

our own “Images of Christ Church” was featured at the Monmouth County Library, Shrewsbury Branch. We 

have been blessed with several college interns working on various history projects, and Historian Bob Kelly 

debuted our first History Newsletter. 

 

Another ministry I have been very excited to see our parish embrace is Covenant House. Parishioner Jim 

O’Connor, who is currently on the International Board of Covenant House, both spoke to the vestry and 

preached to both of our services about this wonderful ministry to young adults aged 18-21. We had a terrific 

response – you can read about that in the Outreach Report – and I am looking forward to seeing this really take 

off in 2015. 

 

Property at Christ Church: it never seems to stop! This year that we had two unexpected surprises: the first is 

the formation of an historic Rose Garden in our graveyard. If you have been to Christ Church in the past year, 

you have undoubtedly witnessed the amazing progress that has gone on before our eyes. Many hands have been 

involved (including my own, skilled at early morning weeding). With the help of the Shrewsbury Garden Club, 

I hope that this year we will find it a beautiful, meditative place to pray. The second surprise is that we were the 

recipients of two grants from the Sandy Relief Grants for Historic Properties. One is for the Rectory in the 

amount of $122,930 and the other one is for the Church/Graveyard in the amount of $150,650. Work should 

begin in the next few weeks. These grants are a wonderful blessing for us as we work to keep all our property in 

good working order. 

 

On a personal note, I attended Credo II, a conference for clergy wellness sponsored by the Church Pension 

Group. It was a wonderful and thoughtful time to reflect on what my ministry has been here among you, and 

what kinds of things I hope to do in the years to come. The takeaway for me was in the nature and dynamics of 

what is called “The Long Term Pastorate”; I listened to the many experiences of my colleagues who have 

served parishes for 15 years or more and took away valuable insights that I pray will enliven and sustain both 

me and you, my beloved congregation in the days ahead. 

 

I am so very thankful for our wardens Bob Kelly and Elaine Feyereisen who both support and challenge me in 

the very best ways. These two incredible leaders have gone through the painful experience of losing a beloved 

spouse and life partner in the recent past; I am so thankful they are here alongside us to share their sensitivity 

and thoughtfulness as well as their capable intellect and expertise. Please let them know how much you 

appreciate them. I am also deeply appreciative of the Christ Church Staff. Casey Surgent, Mother Mary Frances 

Schjonberg, Deacon Victoria Cuff, Chris Psolka, and Jeff Veil each contribute in ways that many do not know 

or see to make the ministry of Christ Church one of dedication, filled with joy, and undergirded by love. 

 

Lastly – this is the year we will bid “farewell” to our three Deacon Candidates: Magdalena Aders, Bill Balmer, 

and Karen Reeman. It is hard to believe that three years have already passed since they formally began their 

study and discernment into the Diaconate. I cherish the way they have shared their journeys with us each month 

in the Crown and so enjoy the time they continue to spend with me; I have learned so very much through them. 

I know the entire parish will celebrate with them as they are ordained on May 9th at the Cathedral in Trenton. 

 

The scriptures tell us that in all we do in word or deed we should do so “as by the strength which God supplies; 

so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ”. There is no doubt that our Lord is glorified in 

this place. May we continue to seek nothing but his will; may both our words and deeds belong fully to Christ 

Jesus, through whom we share our common life and love. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+  

 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home 

address, email address or any phone number(s).  

Let us know so we can also keep our 

records/database up to date.  Please send us an 

email or call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.  

 

TRANSFER IN: 
Paul and Jennifer Giannone 

Rachel and Veronica 

4 Meadows Lane 

Ocean, NJ 07712 

732-493-3667 

  
Diana Berardelli 

88 Swartzel Drive 

Middletown, NJ 07748 

singalng@aol.com 

732-671-6263 

 

Welcome our temporary long term visitors: 
James (Jim) and Virginia Quarles 

(Jim is on assignment locally with FEMA) 

The Residence Inn 

230 Jumping Brook Road 

Neptune, NJ 07753 

804-972-5140 

 

ADDRESS UPDATE: 
Doug and Lynda Sanecki 

3714 Cardinal Downs Drive 

Greensboro, NC 27410 

 

IN REQUIM: 
 

Patricia “Patsy” Fair 

3/20/1934 – 1/12/2015 
 

May her soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed 

rest in peace, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 

Welcome our newest intern, Todd King.  Todd 
will here each week on Mondays and Wednesday 
from 9am-1pm.  
 
PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  

If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 
(*) indicates member of CCS 

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Linda States, *Cassie Reagan,  *Phil Ryser, *Rick, 

*Diane, *Louise, *Kate DiLiberto, *Zack Roberts, 

*Nancy, *Heidi Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, 

*Susan Folta, *Jenny Lovkin, *Ann, Michael 

Schiavo, Doris Rainwater, Patrick Donohoe, 

Jeffrey, Jake, Joan, Loren James, John Veil, 

Jennifer Turner, Tina, Debbie Ambrogio,  Harriett, 

Pam, Lisa, Ana Cisneros, Chris, Mora Hanley, Ian 

Hay, Josh, Mark Schiavo, Breanne, Omar, Dave, 

Chuck, Pete and Jill Biddle, Anne, Meghan Ryan, 

Christopher, Brady, Cindy, John and John David 

Meade, Gerardo, Reverend Milton Holmes, Patrick 

Larsen, Trevin, Heddy Napoletano, Fred Blozen, 

Lou, William Emerson, Catherine, Ava, Jay 

Czarnecki, Marsha, Amy, Brett Risser, Becky 

Cuthbert, Marjorie, Jean Bye and family, 

Meriwether Schmid, Ron Johnson, Pete, Sam Scott, 

Elizabeth Stone, Brandon Scheidel, Sue, Joan Hall, 

Lucy, Fr. Rob+, Dory Reagan, Don, Adam David, 

Charie Miller, Zachary, Fred Ruckriegel, Greg 

White, Clete, Debbie Shouldis, Thomas J. Graham, 

Drew, Richard Brugger, Sr., Nicole, Alexandra, 

Maryanne Lawrence, Allen, Sally Cooper, Brennan 

Maclean and for all who serve our country here and 

abroad, especially Traver, Michael, Bo, Dennis, 

Matthew, Travis “TJ” Wilson, the 114
th

 Infantry of 

the NJ National Guard and 2nd. Lts. James and 

Thomas Ruane. 

 

 
 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

to Walter Dein, Pam Diamond, George Edwards, 

Bramley and Marie Maber, Barbara Raspanti and 

our Altar Guild for helping to take down the Greens 

and clean-up of the church  from our Christmas 

celebration.  

Phyllis Edwards, Altar Guild Directress 

mailto:singalng@aol.com


 

Many thanks to Walter Dein, Edgar John & Chris 

Brondi for volunteering their time on our January 

2
nd

 Saturday to help in cleaning up the greens in the 

cemetery  during 18 degree weather!! Thanks also 

for putting away Christmas greens/decorations, 

adjusting spot lights in the church, and many other 

chores that needed to be done while Jeff Veil 

(thanks go to him too) was busy mopping.  Your 

work is greatly appreciated! 
 

it was a bit warmer for this clean up….thank you 

Tom Cameron, Walter Dein, Anthony Gualteri and 

Mother Lisa for helping to take down our Christmas 

decorations in the Parish House.   

 

Our Annual Parish Meeting was held Sunday, 

January 25th.  We had a wonderful turnout and a 

fabulous Covered dish brunch followed.  Thank you 

to all who helped to make the meeting a great 

success.  Special thanks to all who helped with the 

brunch, set up/clean up and supplying delicious 

dishes to share.   If you missed the meeting but 

would like a copy of the annual report stop by the 

office to pick one up. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

 

Let GFS enhance your Super Bowl  

with some Super Soup!   

All homemade with fresh ingredients 

 

available  

Sunday, February 1st.  
 

A large variety of delicious homemade soups will 

be available after the 8am service and during coffee 

hour.  Take home a pint or two!  Take-out available 

on first come/first served!   

 

GFS Dates 
January 31st: The girls are meeting Saturday at 

10:00am to make Soups for our Super Bowl - Soup 

Fundraiser.”   

February 1st:  Soup Sale 

February 17
th

: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 

All girls ages 5 and older are invited to join us. 

2015 Vestry Retreat 
 

Friday, February 6, 6:30PM dinner 

At the home of Peggy James  

& 

Saturday, February 7 

8:30AM registration 

9AM – 2PM 

St. James, Long Branch - Parish House  

breakfast and lunch  

 

***************************************** 

Seeing is believing:            
Experiences of the Holy for Parent and Child 
takes place on the second Sunday of every month at 

10:00am in the Parish Hall. This is different from 

any regular Church School classroom for it centers 

in parent and child learning right alongside each 

other. Together they will explore faith matters that 

they can also take with them to experience in their 

own homes.  
 

Join us for our February session 

Sunday, February 8
th

 

 

**************************************** 

Presidents Day  

 
Monday, February 16th 

 

 

Diocesan Convention 2015 
ReImagining Mission & Discipleship 

February 27 & 28, 2015 

The Hyatt Regency, Princeton, NJ 

 
 

 

Second Saturday Workday 

We continue the monthly workdays and would love 

for you to come and join us.  Lend a hand on 

Saturday, February 14, for an hour or two or spend 

the day, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM!  A warm and simple 

lunch will be provided.  Thank you for your help! 

Walter Dein  



 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 
Do you smell it already? The aroma of pancakes 

and sausage wafting into the air? 

 

The Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is 

around the corner! Mark your calendar for Tuesday, 

February 17th: from 5:00pm until 6:45pm, the place 

to be is the Christ Church Parish Hall. 

 

This year the GFS (Girls Friendly Society) is 

hosting the event, with Dorrie Pedalino at the helm.  

 

ALL OUR YOUTH are invited to come flip 

pancakes, seat guests, pour a lot of coffee, and of 

course, profit from this annual fundraiser (we will 

be setting up at 4pm – early birds, do take note!).  

 

The funds raised will be equally shared between 

GFS and the Casie Kerr Scholarship Fund. So come 

with a healthy appetite, and enjoy this time-honored 

event.  
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18th. 
 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Date:  Tuesday, February 17th 

Time: 5:00-6:45pm 

Place: Christ Church Parish House  

Cost:  Children under twelve: $4.00 

Anyone twelve and over $7.00 

 

 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR 

Some dates are still available for Coffee Hour hosts. 

Please consider signing up.  Thanks to all the 

faithful hosts. 

 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA!! 

Kind of makes you think of Spring doesn’t it?   We 

could sure a hefty dose of that! Keep your eyes open for 

the kick-off.   

Sue Napoletano 

2015 GRADUATING SENIORS  
 

Scholarship Funds Available 
Information and paperwork can be obtained from 

the Christ Church Parish Office on both funds listed 

below:  
 

Albert W. Van Duzer Scholarship Fund:  The 

funds are intended for recent high school graduates 

entering their first year of study at an accredited 

post-secondary institution.  Applicants should be 

aware that certain criteria will be considered in the 

awarding of scholarships funds:  service to the local 

and wider church, community service, academic 

achievement, and financial need.  APPLICATION 

AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MUST 

BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAT 

MARCH 1, 2015. 

 

Episcopal Church Women, Student Service 

Award:  This fund is strictly for assisting high 

school graduates who are presently enrolled in 

undergraduate studies.  You may apply each year 

that you are in school.  Certain criteria will be 

considered in granting awards:  service to church 

and service to community.  APPLICATION AND 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MUST BE 

RECEIVED BY APRIL 1, 2015 DEADLINE.  

 

CASIE KERR SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
This is a special fund established many years ago to 

award graduating seniors from Christ Church for 

service done in the parish.  It was given its current 

name to honor one of our high school students, 

Casie Kerr, who died in a car accident in August 

2000.  It is our way of giving special thanksgiving 

for the life and ministry of our children and it 

reminds them that we are still a source of support to 

them as they leave this place to further their studies.   

Applications are available in the Parish Office.    

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Did You Know?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                             Parish Historian 

   

Did You Know about the resolution of Le Affaire 

Grimke?  In the December Crown I wrote about this 

amazing story. Here is a recap.  

 

In early November author and historian Louise W. 

Knight contacted the parish about a John F. Grimke 

whom she said was buried in our graveyard. We 

were able to confirm that this individual indeed was 

interred in the graveyard on August 11, 1819. Mr. 

Grimke was from Charleston South Carolina where 

he was a Revolutionary War veteran and a 

prominent jurist. Accompanied by his daughter 

Sarah he had been in New Jersey for health reasons 

but died in Long Branch. Ms. Knight was 

conducting research for a biography of Sarah and 

her sister Angelina. The sisters were fervent 

abolitionists in the 1830s. Ms. Knight was 

interested in the gravemarker at Judge Grimke’s 

burial site. The Grimke family papers revealed not 

only that the Judge was buried here but also 

contained very specific information about his 

gravemarker and the lengthy inscription planned for 

that marker. However we had no evidence of such a 

marker existing in the records of graveyard surveys 

done in 2003, 1998 and 1900. The gravemarker 

would have been quite large and based upon the list 

of materials ordered for the marker, the author drew 

what she thought the gravemarker might look like. 

 

 
L. KNIGHT RENDITION OF GRIMKE 

GRAVEMARKER 

 

In addition Dr. Richard Veit of Monmouth 

University, an expert in burying grounds, supplied 

an example of a similar marker that is in the 

Cranbury, NJ Presbyterian graveyard. 

 

 
BOX TOMBSTONE IN CRANBURY NJ 

 

But nothing like these seemed to be here. 

Nevertheless Ms. Knight was joined by a group of 

steadfast searchers on January 6
th

 to take a look 

through the cold and snowy graveyard. This effort 

had mixed results. The gravemarker is not present 

and has not been there (or readable) after 1900 

when John Stillwell recorded all the transcriptions. 

The possible explanation is that the marble 

gravemarker deteriorated fairly rapidly and became 

unsightly and was removed. As for the gravesite, 

there is a likely location though there is no marker. 

This location is an open area just east of the brick 

walkway behind the church. There are few such 

open spaces in the graveyard but there is more 

supporting evidence. This space is near or even 

within the Allen family plot. Dr. Edmund Allen 

who has a prominent gravemarker assisted in both 

the interment and gravemarker placement in 1819. 

The placement there is very plausible.  

 

 
PRESUMED GRIMKE GRAVE SITE 

 

So that is the current synopsis of this remarkable 

story and mystery. One lesson from all this is the 

importance of good record keeping about 

graveyards and also about family histories. The 



existence of the Parish Register clearly verified the 

burial and the Grimke family papers clearly verified 

the epitaph and gravemarker. Even more records 

like the demise of the gravemarker would have been 

even better. 
 

 
LOUISE W. KNIGHT 

 

 
THE SEARCH 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 

************************************ 

“On the Road to the Diaconate” 
 

The Lord is among us and we have seen him!  

Alleluia!  
 

Over the past few months we have been joyously 

celebrating the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany, 

commemorating respectively the birth of our savior 

Jesus Christ and his revelation to the gentiles.  As 

Christians we are now approaching the penitential 

season of Lent. 
 

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  

On this day Christians everywhere are anointed 

with ashes as an outward sign of inner repentance.  

On Ash Wednesday in particular, we as Christians 

recognize our common mortality and dependence 

on God. 

 

We are currently observing Lectionary Year B.  But 

regardless of the lectionary year – A, B, or C – the 

gospel reading on the first Sunday in Lent always 

retells the same story:  Jesus is baptized by John in 

the River Jordan.  Afterwards, the Holy Spirit leads 

Jesus into the wilderness.  In the wilderness Jesus 

fasts for 40 days and is tempted by the devil.  The 

season of Lent is connected with these 40 days.  In 

the Church Lent consists of the 40 days of fasting 

leading up to Easter. 
 

It’s hard to believe that I have been a deacon intern 

at St. Raphael’s in Brick for over a year now.  I 

arrived at St. Raphael’s last January, just in time for 

Lent.  In my “Crown” article back in April 2014 I 

confessed that I wasn’t very good at keeping track 

of the church seasons and that I had, in fact, 

completely forgotten about Ash Wednesday.  As a 

result of the grace I experienced at St. Raphael’s 

during Lent that year, everything changed. 
 

I think most Christians associate the Lenten season 

with giving up something.  I have come to believe 

that Lent is not necessarily about giving up 

something, but about doing something different.  

Lent is about making a change, however small, that 

brings us closer to living a life in Christ.  For me 

last year that meant changing my plans to attend an 

Ash Wednesday service, experiencing Stations of 

the Cross for the first time, and joyously washing all 

of St. Raphael’s acolyte albs. 
 

In our busy 21
st
 century lives living a life in Christ 

means spontaneously following the Holy Spirit, 

breaking ingrained habits in order to return to 

fundamentals.  Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless 

you change and become like children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 18:3)  

Living a life in Christ means opening ourselves up 

to infinite possibility. 
 

During the 40 days of Lent we have the chance to 

literally clothe ourselves in ashes, burying our old 

selves so that we can rise anew with Christ on 

Easter morning.  May your time in the wilderness 

this Lenten season also be a time of childlike 

wonder and discovery. 
 

Peace and blessings, 

Karen 

 

           



 ******************************* 
Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

(December 2014) 

Year to Date Totals 
 

Actual       Budget     $ Over Budget 

---------      ---------        --------------- 

Plate            $     2,996    $    6,000       $  (3,004) 

Pledge            $156,849     $165,510       $  (8,661) 

Total Income  $229,067     $239,199       $   (9,132) 

Total Expense $236,468     $238,199      $   (1,731) 

=======     =======     ======== 

Net Income   $  (7,401)   $ 0                 $   (7,401) 

                       =======     =======      ======== 

 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have spent 

$7,401 more than we have received in income from 

pledges, plate and all other income sources. 
 

2. Our current deficit is $7,401 greater than budget. 
 

3. As shown pledges are behind budget by $8,661 

contributing to the larger deficit. 
 

4. Note that late pledge contributions that were 

dated for 2014, but deposited in 2015 are not shown 

in 2014 totals and would have contributed another 

$2,040 to the pledge contributions for 2014 

reducing both the pledge deficit and the overall 

deficit. 
 

5. Note that a deficit in expenses means we are 

under budget in terms of our expenses which helps 

our overall deficit. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ 

Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerry Marengo - Treasurer 
 

******************************* 
 

Meet the New Members of our 

2015 Vestry  

 

Corey Folta 

A few years ago, Corey and Susan Folta visited 

Christ Church and found a calm and peaceful 

haven.  They transferred their membership from 

Trinity Episcopal, Asbury Park at that time. 

 

Corey has been involved with church all his life and 

looks 

forward to being an active vestry member.  He has 

an extensive background in marketing, fundraising, 

social media and sales. 

 

The past few years have brought a lot of change.  

After 25 years in magazine marketing, Corey is 

working in theatre management and enjoys this 

change greatly.  In 2013, Corey and Susan moved 

from Interlaken to Freehold.  They have been 

married for 31 years and have three grown children 

(Zack, Lacey and Ben) and two grandchildren (Ayla 

and Ayden). 

Corey is excited about his greater involvement in 

Christ Church and looks forward to getting to know 

more of the members who make this lovely place so 

special. 

 

Rachele Spencer-Mikita 

I came to Christ Church approximately 14 years ago 

with my husband Kevin when we were looking for a 

church to get married.  I am a confirmed Anglican, 

having been raised in Canada and my husband is 

Russian Orthodox.  After our first visit we knew we 

had found our church.  We were married by Mother 

Lisa 13 years ago.  We are 8:00ers.   I have been a 

member of the Altar Guild for 12 years.  

 

I have worked as an Occupational Therapist for Shore 

Rehabilitation in Brick for the last 19 years and for 

the Visiting Nurse Health Group in Red Bank for the 

last 11 years.  Previously I have been a sexual assault 

counsellor in Ocean County and a student mentor in 

Asbury Park High School.  We live in Middletown. 

 

I am very blessed with the opportunity to increase my 

part in the church as a member of the Vestry and with 

focus on continuing with Outreach. 

 

Rita Saible  

Rod Webster 

 

Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention  

Christine Meislohn 

Diane Ingenito  

Neil Ingenito 

 

 

 

 



A Note from our New Senior Warden 
 

In reading and digesting the 2014 Annual Report this 

past week, I am reminded that our parish is an active 

community that works diligently to care for each other 

and to care for our buildings and grounds. We extend 

ourselves to care for the community and the world.  

We have so much to be proud of, as highlighted in the 

many pages of the annual report that describe our 

efforts to live our parish mission:   
 

Christ Church:  A community committed to 

exploring the reality of God in today’s world. 
 

I am honored to receive your vote of confidence to 

serve as the Senior Warden.  The Christ Church 

family is very special to me.   It is with your support 

that I will work diligently to serve the parish as I work 

with the vestry members and Mother Lisa. 

I would like your feedback as we progress through the 

next two years.  How would you like the vestry to 

focus their attention?  How can we encourage greater 

attendance by our parishioners on Sunday mornings?  

What can we do to draw families to our parish?  What 

types of activities or events do you think would be 

enjoyed by our parishioners?  Are there new 

fundraising events that you could suggest?  Is there a 

way you could participate in one additional 

commission activity during the year, such as helping 

the Wedding Committee or Parish Life?  If you 

haven’t participated in the Lantern Tour in the past 

few years, could you put it on your calendar to enjoy 

the evening with dinner and a tour on the first Friday 

in December? How might we more fully serve God in 

today’s world?   I would love to hear from you, with 

ideas and suggestions.  My e-mail is:  

elfeyer@yahoo.com.   
 

On February 6th and 7th our vestry members, officers 

and Mother Lisa will attend a Vestry Retreat.  On 

Friday evening we will meet at the home of Peggy 

James to enjoy dinner and pointed discussions. Thank 

you Peggy.  On Saturday we will meet at St. James in 

Long Branch, where we will look at our mission and 

meet with vestry members from several other 

Episcopal Churches in the area.  This promises to be 

an excellent way to begin our work together and to 

gather ideas and comradery with other church leaders.   

Stay safe in these wintery days, enjoy family and 

friends, and share your love of God in all ways small 

and large.   

 

Elaine Feyereisen 

Senior Warden 
 

 
Please Save the Date for our 2015 Appreciation and 

Fundraising Dinner! 

 

Date: Thursday, February 26 

Time: 5:30-9:30 pm 

Place: McLoone’s Pier House, Long Branch 
 
Join us to recognize key individuals and 

organizations which have made major contributions 

to the success of Family Promise of Monmouth 

County.   
 

Celebrate helping 200+ families move from 

homelessness back into their own homes.   

Dream with us about expanding our emergency 

shelter program and learn how we are planning to 

serve families in crisis in creative, new ways.  More 

than ever, we need your ongoing financial 

support to ensure we can continue to help 

families return to homes they can call their own.  
 

Enjoy appetizers and a cash bar followed by a 

sumptuous 4-course dinner, recognition awards, 

brief presentations by former guest(s) and local 

leader(s).  Win a basket from our gift raffle.  Listen 

to great music from popular local artists.  The entire 

evening is $50.00 per person.  
 

Help us make this a memorable and successful 

event: 

1.      Pray for people to attend and celebrate with us 

2.      Endorse and publicize the event in your 

congregation and beyond 

3.      Nominate a table captain who has a passion 

for FPMC and can invite 9 other long-time and 

potential supporters 

4.      Identify a small group of members to organize 

2-3 gift baskets for this event. 
 

Thank you for your congregation’s faithful support 

of Family Promise of Monmouth County.  I hope 

we can count on your congregation’s enthusiastic 

participation in what promises to be an enjoyable 

evening of appreciation and celebration and 

fundraising for a great cause. 
 

We look forward to sharing more details with you 

in the coming weeks. 
 

Faithfully, 

Barbara Garrity

mailto:elfeyer@yahoo.com


 

Lenten Soup and Study: Two Opportunities 
 

Sundays: Creating a Rule of Life 
This year’s Sunday Lenten Series will begin on Sunday February 22nd, following the 10:00am service. Each 

Sunday we will examine what is meant by “A Rule of Life” and how average, ordinary men and women can 

establish one! The group will run for five weeks, finishing on March 22nd. 

 

There is no “homework” for the weekly meetings; the work will be done in group. Do bring a small notebook 

and pen with you. We also ask that EVERYONE who comes sign up to help with at least one week’s soup 

meal; this might mean bringing soup, but could also mean providing bread or setup and cleanup. We also ask 

for you to RSVP if you are coming so we can be assured that there is enough seating and soup for you. There 

will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board next to the kitchen in the Parish House on which you can sign up to 

host one week. 

  

Wednesdays: Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time 
 

This year’s Wednesday Lenten Series will begin on Wednesday February 25th, following the 9:30am service. 

Both are held in the Parish House Library.  Each Wednesday we will be reading and discussing Meeting Jesus 

Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg. The group will run for 6 weeks, ending on April 1st.  

 

There is homework for this one: A weekly assignment of one chapter. You may purchase your book on your 

own, or you may request one be purchased for you (cost is variable, depending on where we procure it!). 

Requests should be made by February 5th to assure you have a copy. 

 

For more information on either of these classes, please contact the Rector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ministry Institute 

Diocese of New Jersey 

A Center for Christian Formation, Spirituality, Ministry Learning, and Development - Workshops-Retreats-Courses-

Conferences For Everyone in the Diocese of New Jersey 

See the Diocesan Website for more information and to register online at www.newjersey.anglican.org  
 

Join the Celebration! 

The Annual Absalom Jones Service of Witness to Black Ministry  
 

An Afternoon Eucharist 

Trinity Cathedral 

Trenton, NJ 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

3:00 P.M. 
 

Celebrating the Life and Ministry of The Reverend Absalom Jones 

The first African-American ordained priest in the Episcopal Church, 1804 

A service designed for all to witness and share in the spirit of Absalom Jones 

Reception follows in Synod Hall 

Contact the Venerable Lynn H. Johnson for information 

609-396-1484 
 

************************************************************************************** 
 

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop writes to congregations 
about Good Friday offering for Jerusalem and Middle East 

 

My brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 

The Episcopal Church has been in partnership with the Diocese of Jerusalem for a very long time.  Since 1922, 

we have taken an offering in our churches on Good Friday to support the work of the gospel in the Land of the 

Holy One.  That Land is still the place of deep division and conflict, more than 2000 years after the birth of 

Jesus of Nazareth.  He and his earthly family suffered under threat of oppressive regimes, fled as refugees to 

another land, labored to supply their bodily needs in the face of dire economic realities, and he himself was 

executed as an enemy of the state.  All of those realities are present today in the Anglican/Episcopal Province of 

Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
 

The offering we collect on Good Friday carries on the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, through support for the 

many ministries of healing, feeding, and teaching among the dioceses of the Province.  Refugees are cared for, 

the sick and injured are healed, the dead are buried, children educated, women empowered by these ministries – 

and all are welcomed with open arms, like Abraham and Sarah’s guests.  Jesus cared for all in need, without 

regard for nationality or creed, and these ministries do the same.  It is the work of shalom and salaam, building 

peace in the hearts of suffering individuals and communities. 
 

I urge you to learn more, to pray for the people of the Land of the Holy One, and to give generously this year.  I 

would encourage us all to use the fast of Lent to focus on the hunger (both spiritual and physical) of these 

peoples, and contribute out of our abundance and our poverty. 
  

May our offering this year strengthen the bonds among all God’s people, and bless each one with concrete and 

eternal signs of more abundant life. 

 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 



 

 

Sandy Disaster Relief Grants for Historic Sites 

Project Status Report 
 

In July our parish applied for grants under the above named program. The grant monies available are Federal 

Funds that are being administered by the State. The funds are intended to repair damage due to Sandy and to 

establish protective features to lessen the damage from future such storms. An Historic Property is defined to be 

one on the Register of Historic Places. Both the church building and the Rectory qualify. The latter is due to its 

being in the Four Corners Historic district. Furthermore the graveyard is also in scope. We submitted two 

applications, one for the church/graveyard and one for the Rectory. 

 

The maximum grant amount is $150,000 and consists of both Conditions Assessment work and actual 

construction. The grants do not require matching funds from the parish. However we will need to provide 

upfront funds for later reimbursement. The State agency administering the grants is the New Jersey Historic 

Trust which provided the funds for our 1997 Re-stabilization and our 2007 Stained Glass Window Restoration.  

 

With the help of Rebecca Pruitt and Westfield Associates, these grants were submitted for about $150,000 for 

each property. 

 

In late November we were notified that we were successful in our applications. For the church/graveyard we 

were awarded the full amount; for the Rectory we were allowed about $122,000. 

 

Once a Grant Agreement and Easement for each property have been signed with the New Jersey Historic Trust, 

work can begin. The Agreements basically require the parish to adhere to Federal Historic Standards in the 

work performed as well as to employ certain standards of reporting and review of the work. The Easements, 

which are in place for 20 years, enable the grantor to ensure that their investment in this work is maintained by 

the parish. Both of these are standard practice in grants of this magnitude. 

 

The Grant Agreement and Easements for each Property have been approved by the Vestry and these have been 

signed and returned to the NJHT. Once they have also signed them they will return one dual signed copy of the 

documents to us. We can then proceed to initiate work activities. The first steps are as follows. We must erect a 

(large) sign in a prominent place at the Rectory and the Church stating that historic site work is being performed 

under the auspices of the US Department of the Interior and the NJHT. (Funds for these signs are provided as 

part of the grant monies.) We had similar signs at the church when work was done with grants in 1997 and 

2008. We also will engage Westfield Associates to perform a key element of the project work for each site – a 

Condition Assessment. This analysis will enable a detailed specification of later construction work. 

 

The Vestry also appointed Robert M. Kelly, Jr. as SDRG Project Manager. 

 

These grants will have a significant positive impact on the condition of our two historic structures as well as 

help with the graveyard. In part this frees up monies to be spent on other items in Property and in other areas. In 

part this also means that items that we should have been doing and we were not due to the lack of funds will 

now be done.  

 

This is a tremendous aid in our stewardship of these historic treasures in our care. 
 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

SDRG Project Manager 

 

 



 

February 2015 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

And Baptism 

GFS  

Super Bowl Soup 

Sale  
Church School** 

2 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

 

 

3 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

4 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

5 
 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

6 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

Vestry Retreat 
@ Peggy James’ 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

7 
 
 
 

Vestry Retreat 
@ St. James’ 

Long Branch 

8 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Church School** 

 

9 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

11 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

12 
 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

13 
Rector’s day off 

 

 
 

 

 
 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

14 
10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday Workday 
 

 
 

 

 

15 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Church School** 

16 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 
 

7:15PM 

VestryMeeting 

Presidents Day 

17 
 

5:00-6:45pm 

Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

18 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

7am Liturgy 

9:30am Liturgy and 

Holy Eucharist 

7pm Liturgy and 

Sung Eucharist 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

19 
 

7:30 PM 

Finance Meeting 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

20 
Rector’s day off 

 

 
 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 

Lenten Series I 

 

23 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

24 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

25 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

“Meeting Jesus Again for 

the First Time” 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

26 
7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

27 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Convention 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

28 
 
 

 

 

 

Diocesan Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

**CHURCH SCHOOL 

9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) 

After Communion - Middle Church School (Grades 5 - 8th) 

After the service - Upper Church School (Grades 9 -12th) 

 

 

 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 
 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

 

VESTRY 2015 
Elaine Feyereisen - Senior Warden, Communications 

D. Roderick Webster - Junior Warden  
 Julie Sinn Cassidy – Young Family Initiative (y-fi) 

Walter Dein - Property 
Corey Folta -  

Peggy James - Stewardship 
Sue Napoletano - Christian Formation  

Rita Saible –  
Sarah Schmid – Commission Support 

Rachele Spencer Mikita -  
Patrice Thornton - Membership 

 

Treasurer—Gerry Marengo 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

 
 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

