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“Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.” 

“Where, O death, is your 
victory? 

Where, O death, is your 
sting?” 

                                                                                       1 Corinthians 15.55 

 
 

 



 

We do not know what to do. But we are getting started.” 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This past week marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood – and how wonderful to 

share it with all of you. It seems like just yesterday that I was anxiously waiting in the sacristy of All Saints 

Church, Beverly Hills, wondering just what would happen next. At the very beginning of the journey there 

seems to be so many possibilities! Where will God send me? What will my ministry be? Will I know what to 

do? 

 

The strange thing about it is that after all these years I still find myself asking the same questions. One might 

think I would have it all figured out by now. Shouldn’t I have a better handle on things? But every day is a new 

day. There are still a myriad of possibilities! I continue to dream about what will happen next. And I pray that 

when God calls, I will know what to do. 

 

Last month I began my article with what we discerned at our Vestry Retreat: “We do not know what to do. 

Yet.” I love that sentence. It brings a certain measure of discomfort in the unknowing – but it also clearly 

communicates that we are expecting things to happen. The word yet reminds us of what we are dealing with 

when we deal with God – who knows what God might do?  I might also add this phrase to the conversation, 

“We do not know what to do, but we are getting started!” And so we are.  

 

I want to tell you one thing we are soon starting:  an exciting new endeavor that will impact not only our parish 

but our convocation. Last December I met with Bishop Stokes to share with him an idea I had about a new 

model for ministry in Monmouth County. He asked me to write a formal proposal (which I did). After several 

meetings and much planning, we are ready to get started. This all stems from an extraordinary event that will 

happen in a few short weeks. Seven candidates from Monmouth County will finish their three years of study 

and formation in the School for Deacons and will be ordained to the Diaconate! This highly unusual 

circumstance has prompted us to explore a different approach in exercising the ministry of deacons among our 

congregations. The best way to describe it is as a kind of “cluster ministry” in which newly ordained deacons 

will move between congregations to organize and coordinate ministries within our congregations. This will 

allow congregations to be more adaptable and enable us to participate in programs that we otherwise might not 

be able to handle. It means we will have not one, not two, not three, but four deacons working with our 

congregation. You can see why I am so excited about the possibilities. 

 

Here is a brief “thumbnail sketch” of how it will work: Three newly ordained candidates have agreed to be part 

of the Pilot Program with three local parishes. Two “seasoned” deacons, the Reverend Gail Bennett (of Trinity, 

Asbury Park) and our very own Reverend Victoria Cuff, have been appointed to oversee the program, working 

with the participating deacons and coordinating ministries within the participating congregations.  A central 

location or “Hub” for diaconal ministry will be located at Trinity Parish, Asbury Park. In collaboration with the 

participating deacons, a Rota will be put in place assigning deacons for Sunday services among our various 

congregations.  

 

Following their May 9th ordination, the three deacons will spend the summer simply learning the ropes of 

diaconal ministry. They will spend six consecutive weeks in each parish getting to know the particular 

congregation and learning their craft. In the fall, a Rotating Rota will be set up. At that time, all congregations 

in Monmouth County will be invited to join the program. There will be several ways for them to do so, from 

engaging the regular Rota rotation to occasionally requesting a deacon to assist in a particular ministry or be 

present as deacon for a liturgical event. 

  



As a longtime rector in the Monmouth Convocation, 

I am so very excited about the gifted and talented 

presence of our deacons – and I want to take full 

advantage of all they have to offer – and I want you 

do the same. I will love sharing the table and pulpit 

with them. I smile to think of their names included 

as members of our “staff”. I believe they will help 

to invigorate our parishes and lead us out of our 

parochial natures. I also think they will help us 

think “outside the box” and open up new ways to be 

the presence of Christ in a changing world. I am 

thankful for the willingness of our new deacons to 

jump in to this new ministry, for Vicki and Gail 

who will be leading the charge, and for the full 

support of our Bishop in this adaptive approach. 

 
In the coming months you will learn more about 

this ministry – and keep your eyes peeled and your 

ears open for other new things. I look forward to my 

own start in the next twenty-five years of ordained 

ministry, and am delighted to enter it with these fine 

deacons. For we are indeed ready to go, we are 

indeed getting started, and we are indeed mightily 

blessed by God. 

 

Easter Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 

PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home 

address, email address or any phone number(s).  

Let us know so we can also keep our 

records/database up to date.  Please send us an 

email or call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.  

 

BIRTHS: 
Congratulations to Deacon Vicki and Bill Cuff.  

Their daughter Allison and son-in-law Scott 

welcomed their second child Baxter William 

Shimooka who was born on March 15.  He joins his 

sister Tabitha.   

 

IN REQUIM: 
John J. Landers 

January 29, 1926 – March 5, 2015 
 

 

May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed 

rest in peace, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 
 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Linda States, *Cassie Reagan,  *Phil Ryser, *Rick, 

*Diane, *Louise, *Kate DiLiberto, *Zack Roberts, 

*Nancy, *Heidi Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, 

*Susan Folta, *Jenny Lovekin, *Ann, *Dianne, 

*Jennifer, Michael Schiavo, Doris Rainwater, 

Patrick Donohoe, Jeffrey, Jake, Joan, Loren James, 

John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Tina, Debbie Ambrogio,  

Harriett, Pam, Lisa, Ana Cisneros, Chris, Mora 

Hanley, Ian Hay, Josh, Mark Schiavo, Breanne, 

Omar, Dave, Chuck, Pete and Jill Biddle, Anne, 

Meghan Ryan, Christopher, Brady, Cindy, John and 

John David Meade, Gerardo, Reverend Milton 

Holmes, Patrick Larsen, Trevin, Heddy Napoletano, 

Fred Blozen, Lou, William Emerson, Catherine, 

Ava, Jay Czarnecki, Marsha, Amy, Brett Risser, 

Becky Cuthbert, Marjorie, Jean Bye and family, 

Meriwether Schmid, Ron Johnson, Pete, Sam Scott, 

Elizabeth Stone, Brandon Scheidel, Sue, Joan Hall, 

Lucy, Fr. Rob+, Dory Reagan, Don, Adam David, 

Charie Miller, Zachary, Fred Ruckriegel, Greg 

White, Clete, Debbie Shouldis, Thomas J. Graham, 

Drew Schulze, Richard Brugger, Sr., Alexandra, 

Maryanne Lawrence, Allen, Sally Cooper, Brennan 

Maclean, Allen, Joe, Rose, John, Keith, Jacob, 

Marissa Cashin, Lucy, Monet, and for all who serve 

our country here and abroad, especially Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Dennis, Matthew, Travis “TJ” Wilson, 

the 114
th

 Infantry of the NJ National Guard and 1st. 

Lts. James and Thomas Ruane. 

 

 
 

 



Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

Many thanks to  Pam Aschettino, Pam Diamond, 

Phyllis Edwards, Ann Miller, Barbara Raspanti and 

Cindy Webster for the wonderful job that they did 

in polishing the Brass in the church as well as other 

things that were necessary to make our church 

beautiful all year round and especially during our 

Holy Week Services.  Your hard word, endless 

hours and faithful commitment is a blessing.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 

 
 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

      Wednesday, April 1: 
 WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

7PM Service of Tenebrae 
 

      Thursday, April 2:  
MAUNDY THURSDAY* 

            7PM Liturgy for Maundy Thursday, 

including Footwashing,  

      Stripping of the Altar and Prayer Vigil 
 

      Friday, April 3:  GOOD FRIDAY* 
      12noon: Seven Last Words from the Cross  

as told through Prose, Poetry, and Music  

including Communion from the Reserved 

Sacrament 
 

      Saturday, April 4:  HOLY SATURDAY 
      9:00AM Liturgy for Holy Saturday, followed  

                    by preparing the Church for Easter 

      8PM Great Easter Vigil with Kindling of New   

Fire and Holy Eucharist 
 

      Sunday, April 5:  EASTER DAY 
      9AM Children’s Service with  

                      flowering of the Cross 

   10AM Easter Egg Hunt 

    11AM Festive Eucharist with full Choir 
 

* The ministries of the Episcopal Church in 

Jerusalem and the Middle East are supported 
through Holy Week’s Special Offerings. Make 
checks payable to Domestic & Foreign Missionary 
Society. 

 

Maundy Thursday Vigil:  Every year the people of 

Christ Church keep a night-long vigil from the end 

of the Maundy Thursday service to the beginning of 

the Liturgy for Good Friday.  Sign up slots are for 

one hour.  Spend the time alone or sign-up with a 

friend.  Please feel free to come and pray even if 

you have not signed up for a particular time slot.  

Don’t forget to bring flowers for the 

flowering of the Cross 
At the 9AM Easter Sunday service the children are 

invited to come to the altar rail with cut flowers to 

help flower the cross.  
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Our annual Hunt is held Easter Sunday morning 

after the Children’s Service. Donations will still be  

being accepted until Thursday, April 2 at 12noon 

(when the office closes) We will also gladly accept 

unfilled eggs and bags of candy. Please put any 

donations on Mrs. Nap’s desk in the Sunday School.   

 

 

Yfi: family communion class meets  
seeing is believing (Saturday 

edition)meets  
baptism and beyond! 

 

Date: Saturday, April 11th 

Time: 10:00am – 2:00pm 

Place: Christ Church Parish House 
 

We have rescheduled! We were snowed out on 

Saturday, March 21, but we are back – and better 

than before! This April our Seeing is believing 
Family Class is moving to Saturday.  Young 

children (and their parents, too!) are invited for a 

day at Christ Church to explore BOTH the 

Sacraments of Holy Eucharist AND Holy Baptism.  

We will learn all kinds of interesting things – from 

what is going on at the altar to how Jesus can 

squeeze into that tiny little piece of bread. Our 

lessons include songs, games, and usually a craft or 

two. They also get a lesson on church etiquette, 

make communion bread, and on this special day, we 

will get ready for some special baptisms on Sunday! 

We are going to have lots and lots of fun. Parents 

and guardians will delight to enter into the holy 

conversation along with their little ones and will 

find new ways to approach spirituality at home. 

Two choices for a provided lunch: hotdogs or PB&J 

(or bring your own!). 

RSVP to the Church Office by Thursday, April 8th. 
   

 

Sunday, April 26th 

There will be a special collection for the Aged and 

Infirmed Clergy on Sunday, April 26.  

Envelopes will be available on the Ushers table 



Second Saturday Workday 
 

The next workday is April 11th.  Because of 

vacation and other Church activities, the May 

Workday will be cancelled.  This means April and 

June will be the last two months we have a workday 

before the summer break.  So please plan to lend a 

hand this month for an hour or two anytime 

between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM.  A simple and 

nutritious hot lunch is always provided. Thank you 

for your help! 

Walter Dein, property chair  

 

 

Eggstravaganza 
It’s A Wrap! 

 

By now you may have heard that this year’s 

fundraiser was quite successful.  Final 

figures are not yet in-- stay tuned for that. 

I’ d like  to thank all the egg sellers, buyers, 

packagers and decorators for their part in 

making this annual event “eggs-traordinary”  

Though we had the wee benefit of  a “little 

Bit O’ Luck” early on, the real credit goes to 

all of you who  participated.  Andrew Brown 

was the high seller with 223 eggs or was it 

233? What’s your marketing secret, 

Andrew? And, on top of that he and his 

family packaged all their own eggs! On 

Monday, March 23rd Edgar John, Nancy 

Stewart, Peggy James, Kate DiLberto, Elaine 

Feyereisen, Noel Murgio and I met to 

package and decorate the remaining eggs. 

“Eggs-cept” for a few orders, everything 

was packaged and ready to go by the end of 

the evening. To those who finished the job 

on Tuesday morning I’d like to “eggs-press” 

my sincere appreciation.   
 

I guess the only thing left to say is “That’s a 

Wrap!”    
 

Faithfully  - Sue Napoletano  
 

 

 

GFS looking ahead dates 
Save the date: 

May 1-2: Mother/Daughter retreat, Grove Hall, 

Ocean Grove, NJ. 

All girls ages 5 and older are invited to join us. 

 

 

USHERS WANTED!! 
 

We are always looking for ushers. Have you ever 

considered it?  Ushers play a very important role. 

After the greeter, the usher is the next person a 

newcomer meets so we need to make them feel 

comfortable visiting.  We help direct them to seats, 

we answer their questions, and often we are the 

ones inviting them to coffee hour and introducing 

them to the clergy. The more ushers we have, the 

less you have to serve! If you have any questions or 

would like to join our team, please talk to Mother 

Lisa or me.  Looking forward to talking to you! 

Peggy James 

 
 

Dehumidifier NEEDED 

It has come to our attention the two dehumidifiers 

in the Parish Hall down stairs area are no longer 

functioning.  Until we are able to replace the 

furnaces, we hope that someone will be able to loan 

the church a dehumidifier.  This need becomes 

more urgent as the warmer summer temperatures 

and greater humidity begin. 

  

See Walter concerning this request. 

  

 

Keyboard Needed 
 

As we get ready for another season of Parking Lot 

Prayers, we are looking for a keyboard as an 

instrument for our music. We are very fortunate to 

have Brother Richard Biernacki to lead us most 

Saturdays during the summer; if you have not yet 

Brother Richard (who is a member of Christ 

Church) it is because he is the regular Sunday 

organist at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, South 

River. He is very talented – but we need a new 

keyboard to do all that we want at this special 

service. If you have something you would believe 

might do the trick and that you would like to 

donate, please contact the church office. 

 



Sandy Disaster Relief Grants 

Project Status Report  

April 2015 
 

1. The final grant agreements and associated 

easement documents are complete. The 

easements have been filed with the relevant 

Monmouth County deeds for the church and 

the rectory. The easements commit us to 

good maintenance of the properties for 20 

years. 

 

2. The reception of the grant agreements 

enable us to proceed with the Diocesan loan 

application using those documents as 

collateral. This loan, really a line of credit, is 

needed as cash flow management so that we 

can proceed with and pay for work ahead of 

grant reimbursement. The loan process calls 

for the Diocesan Loan Committee to review 

the application, meet with us at the church in 

person, and to make a recommendation for 

approval to the Diocesan Committee. This 

latter meets once a month and if all goes 

smoothly I expect it will be adjudicated in 

the April meeting. 

 

3.  Two signs have been ordered to be placed 

in front of the church and rectory that state 

that grant funded restoration work is being 

done. (We had such signs for the Stained 

Glass windows restoration work in 2008 and 

the Re-stabilization work in 1997.) The 

specifics of the signs are dictated by the 

NJHT. The church sign will have a sign 

above the main sign stating “Open During 

Restoration”.  

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

SDRG Project Manager 

 

 
 

Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 
(February 2015) 

Year to Date Totals 
  

           Actual        Budget       $ Over Budget 

Plate                 $     426        $   719          $     (293) 

Pledge               $27,595       $27,887        $     (292) 

Total Income    $  30,603     $  31,936      $  (1,334) 

Total Expense  $  31,327     $  36,061       $  (4,733) 

 

                             ======= ======= ======== 

Net Income       $  (724)   $    (4,125)        $   3,399 

  

   

Notes: 

 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have 

spent $724 more than we have received in 

income from pledges, plate and all other 

income sources. 

2.  Our current budget shows that our net 

income is $3,399 better than budget at this 

time. 

3. Note that a deficit in expenses means we are 

under budget in terms of our expenses which 

helps our overall deficit. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ 

Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerry Marengo - Treasurer 
 

 

Helpful Hints from the counters! 
 

If you are a few weeks behind on your pledge, there 

is no need to write a separate check for each week 

(unless you want too) one check is absolutely fine. 

No need to tape your envelope shut, just licking that 

one little section really keeps you envelope closed 

and safe and we won't rip the envelope when we are 

trying to open it. You don't need to write your name 

on your envelope, the number on the envelope 

indicates who it is from. And, FYI, if you pledge 

but requested no envelopes, then you have a "500" 

number assigned to you. We do send out quarterly 

statements, but if you ever want to know if you are 

up to date or not, just e-mail the office and our 

treasure will get back to you with your status.  



“On the Road to the Diaconate” 
 

It’s hard to express in words, but as C.S. Lewis 

famously said about the true nature and purpose of 

faith in his life, I was Surprised by Joy when I 

returned home from a very cold vacation in 

Vermont the last week in February to find a letter 

from Bishop Stokes confirming that the Standing 

Committee of the Diocese of New Jersey had voted 

unanimously to recommend me for ordination to the 

diaconate.  It was one of those aha moments in life, 

and I was immediately filled with “Hope” that 

comes from the anticipation of what lies beyond my 

ordination on May 9th.   

 

The excitement of the moment didn’t last long, 

however, and a quiz in Father Kent Walley’s Old 

Testament class the next day was not only a lesson 

in humility (I hadn’t studied much while I was away 

on vacation and bombed the quiz), but a gentle 

reminder as well that my work at the School for 

Deacons won’t be complete until after my last class 

on April 24
th

.  Although I must confess that in 

almost every facet of my life, including school and 

work, I have always been oriented towards the next 

thing before completing the thing I should be 

working on at the present.  If nothing else, I can at 

least assure you that I have remained true to myself 

despite a sometimes rough and tumble personal 

faith journey on the road to the diaconate the past 

three years. 

 

It may not be all that unusual on the eve of 

ordination, but I seem increasingly aware of how 

much I don’t yet know about God, his Word, or my 

Calling.  Fortunately, at times like these I have the 

writings of my favorite spiritual writer - Frederick 

Buechner – which remind me that I have come to 

“know the sound of his voice and maybe the lightest 

touch of his hands on my shoulders” as a result of 

my studies.  I find great comfort in that, and I was 

struck by a point that the Reverend Tom Brackett 

drove home for me and others in his keynote 

address at the recent Diocesan Convention which 

reminded me that what I have been learning at the 

School for Deacons, despite all the disturbance, 

disruption, and dissonance a personal faith journey 

can bring to our lives, is to trust that the fruits of the 

Spirit’s best efforts (chief among them: Love, Joy, 

Peace, Patience, Generosity, Faithfulness, 

Gentleness, and Self-Control) are sufficient 

evidence that God’s dreams for me and Karen and 

Magdalena and you and everyone - God’s dreams 

for humanity - can come true if we will just take up 

our own cross and follow him. 

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  The Paschal Greeting is 

the essence of the Christian message, the heart of 

the “Good News” as I have come to understand it 

these past three years.  And such is God’s power 

that even through us (me and you and everyone, the 

only “body” he has in this world, the only “hands 

and feet” to do his work), others may be led to 

follow and serve their neighbors also.  That 

resonates for me as I am about to complete my 

journey on the road to the diaconate - the true and 

perfect mission for me and you and everyone - and 

it brings me a deep sense of fulfilment and 

happiness, or “Joy”, if you will, to be able to share 

the gift of faith in God’s grace with you this Easter 

and always. 

 

Faithfully, 

Bill Balmer 

 

           
  

 

******************************* 
 

Save the date!!!! 
Deacons Ordination 

Saturday, May 9, 2015 

Trinity Cathedral 

801 West State Street 

Trenton, NJ 08618 
  

Rehearsal:  May 9, 2015 at 8:30 am 

Worship:                            10:00 am 
  

 

******************************* 
 

 

 

 



What a Parking Lot! 
 

As we go to print this Holy Week, I am looking out 

the office window waiting for the truck to arrive, 

delivering a new face to our parking lot. By the time 

you arrive for Easter – I am certain you will think a 

“resurrection” has occurred.  
 

Many thanks to Ryser’s Lawn & Tree Service for 

their wonderful donation of their time, labor, and 

transportation of the gravel. Many more thanks to 

Sarah Schmid – truly a bonafide Christ Church 

Angel, for donating the entire amount of the cost of 

the gravel. It has been a long, hard winter, but I do 

believe Easter is in the air…..and underfoot! 

 

Moravian Pies 
 

A big “Thank You” to Christine Meislohn and her 

trusty crew for their delicious Moravian Pies. As of 

today, we have sold 30 pies. There are more of 

these all-chicken pies on hand in the freezer, so if 

you would like one do stop by the church office. 

Price is $12.00 for a pie – 4 hefty servings.  

 

OUTREACH 
 

Please check out our board in the Parish House for 

upcoming events and information on all our 

valuable projects. 
 

Outreach is pleased to continue working with 

Covenant House, New Jersey.  This is an 

organization that provides food, shelter, crisis care 

and other services for homeless youth. They have 

residential facilities in Newark, Atlantic City, 

Montclair and Elizabeth.  Outreach services are 

provided in Asbury Park, Camden and Jersey City. 

Upcoming events include: 
 

A Night of Future Broadway Stars, Monday, April 

13, 2015 7pm at Rumson-Fair Haven High School, 

Rumson For information contact Trish at 

tmontini@covenanthouse.org.   The proceeds will 

benefit the homeless youth of Covenant House, 

Asbury Park. 
 

Opportunities for our youth to participate in Student 

Sleep Outs.  This is to experience a night in the life 

of a homeless youth in a supervised setting. 
 

For more information on any Outreach project or if 

you're interested in being a part of Outreach, please 

contact Rachelle Spencer Mikita. 
 

 

 
 

In an effort to expand our invitational messages to 

our parishioners and friends, a message regarding 

services and events is frequently added to our 

church Facebook account.  When you see a message 

regarding events or services, please consider 

“sharing” the message by reposting to your contacts 

and friends.  We may find that those we know will 

be interested in attending, even if they are not 

members at this time.  Also, if you have any other 

ideas to expand our exposure to the community 

please let me know your thoughts.  We are a 

friendly, inclusive church community, and we 

would love to reach out to those who may be 

looking for a service to attend, or who may want to 

attend some of our events.   

Elaine Feyereisen 

 

Knitting Pearls Prayer Shawl 
 

 
 

Keith Jones with his Christ Church prayer shawl. 

Keith, who lives in California with wife Heather 

and daughter Madisen, has been diagnosed with 

ALS. Heather is Bob Kelly’s niece. Keith reports 

that he uses it every day and loves it. This Knitting 

Pearls gem was created by Rita Pyndus. 

 

Knitting Pearls  
 

Knitting Pearls meet as a group on Wednesday 

evenings @ Perky’s House.  Beginners are welcome 

to come and learn!  See Perky at coffee hour for 

more details or call the parish office.   

 

mailto:tmontini@covenanthouse.org
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg


Did You Know?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                            Parish Historian 

Did You Know….  

 

That there is more work being done about the 

triptychs that adorn our parish house walls. As you 

may know these are two pieces of art that were 

created during WWII as altarpieces to enable the 

establishment of ad-hoc sites for worship in places 

that did not provide that opportunity. Examples 

would be aboard Navy ships and in hangars. After 

the war these objects were given to museums and 

churches and sold to art dealers. We acquired the 

two in the parish hall in 1973. (There is more 

information about them on our web site at 

http://christchurchshrewsbury.org/?page_id=33 )  

 

Here they are. 

 

 
Triptych by Nina Barr Wheeler 

 
Triptych by Hildreth Meiere 

The update is that we were recently contacted by a 

PhD student at the Graduate Theological Union at 

the University of California at Berkeley. Her name 

is Holly Mitchem and she is in the Art History and 

Religion Department there. Ms. Mitchem is writing 

her dissertation about these 455 triptychs created by 

68 different artists. The dissertation title is,  

“Triptychs for Victory: Altar Paintings for the 

American Armed Forces in World War Two”  Her 

thesis is to show how a predominantly Christian set 

of icons and Biblical language was used during a 

period of great national conflict to express 

ideologies of American exceptionalism and 

religious pluralism. 

 

Miss Mitchem will be visiting us to see our 

triptychs as well as those at St John’s Little Silver 

and Christ Church Middletown. 

 
Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 

I was inspired by Jeff Veil’s recent photo (this 

month’s cover photo) to actually write a poem (not 

my writing preference.)  Thought I would share this 

with you. 

 

Lent, Illuminated 
 

Remotely the orb and its transducer create the signal 

to be invisibly communicated through centuries of 

blessed and hallowed space.  

The chancel recess is the nexus, the soul, the 

transformation, the past, the future. 

Optically reflected the energy is redirected with 

unknowing quantum precision. 

The symbol, our symbol explodes radiantly! 

The bowed, veiled savior absorbs this message in 

full knowledge. 

This glorious connection fades and disappears. 

Dappled displays ensue. 

We wait. 

 

Bob Kelly 

 

 

 

 

http://christchurchshrewsbury.org/?page_id=33


 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Shining stars from seven high schools around Monmouth County will perform show - stopping tunes 
alongside Broadway Stars Richard Todd Adams, (Phantom, Les Miserables), David Elder (Curtains, 
42nd Street) and Darius Kaleb (Motown) to raise funds for Covenant House New Jersey in Asbury 
Park.    In addition to Broadway stars, Covenant House's own Hollywood Anderson will be 
stepping on stage straight from this season's American Idol.  Anderson's performance on 
American Idol brought Jennifer Lopez to tears and hope to hundreds of kids living at Covenant House 
and he is sharing his talent with our friends in Monmouth County.  
 

Tickets, $25 for adults and $20 for students and seniors. Invite all your friends and family.  
Let's fill that auditorium!  

 

To donate, go to: NOFBS- Asbury 

 

http://www.firstgiving.com/chnj/NOFBS-AP


Ministry Institute 

Diocese of New Jersey 

A Center for Christian Formation, Spirituality, Ministry Learning, and Development 

Workshops-Retreats-Courses-Conferences For Everyone in the Diocese of New Jersey 

To learn about courses and/or to register visit their web site at 

www.newjersey.anglican.org and click Ministry Institute 
 

Episcopal Church website 

www.EpiscopalChurch.org  

 
From the Diocese:  Good News in the Garden State: Our Weekly Newsletter 

Every week, we’re happy to share Good News in the Garden State with you, our weekly newsletter featuring a 

message from Bishop Stokes and news and events from the Diocese; additionally, we include events from our 

150 churches in New Jersey, and links to articles around the web with new perspectives and happenings 

throughout the Episcopal Church.  Copy and paste this link so that you too can sign up to receive this weekly 

newsletter.   http://www.dioceseofnj.org/newsletter/ 

 

 
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Easter Message 2015 

“The only place we will not find him is in the tomb.” 

 
It’s still dark when Mary ventures out to find the tomb.  The graveyards around Jerusalem don’t have much greenery 

today.  The earth is mostly rock and stone, and it is far from easy to make a place to secure a body.  Jesus’ body was 

put in a cave-like space, with a stone rolled across the opening to close it up.  Mary has made the journey from 

wherever she’s sheltered over the last day, through darkened streets, perhaps hearing cocks begin to crow and 

townspeople start to stir. 
 

She nears the place, but somehow it seems different than they left it – this can’t be it, can it?  Who moved the stone?  

A trip begun in tears and grief now has added burden– confusion, anger, shock, chaos, abandonment.  His very body 

has been stolen. 
 

She runs to tell the others.  The three tear back to the tomb – no, the body is not there, though some of the burial 

cloths remain.  Who has torn away the shroud and stolen him away?  Why must the cruel torture continue, sacrilege 

and insult even after death?  Who has done this awful thing?  The men run away again, leaving her to weep at even 

greater loss. 
 

She peers in once more – who are these, so bold appearing?  “Fear not, woman... why do you weep?”  She turns 

away and meets another, who says the same – why do you weep, who are you looking for?  This gardener has 

himself been planted and now springs up green and vibrant, still rising into greater life.  He challenges her to go and 

share that rising, great news of green and life, with those who have fled.  
 

Still rising, still seeking union with Creator, making tender offering to beloved friends – briefly I am with you, I am 

on my way.  Go and you will find me if you look. 
 

The risen one still offers life to those who will look for evidence of his gardening – hope, friendship, healing, 

reunion, restoration – to all who have been uprooted, cut off, to those who are parched and withered, to those who lie 

wasting in the desert.  Why do we weep or run away when that promise abides?  
 

We can find that green one, still rising, if we will go stand with the grieving Marys of this world, if we will draw out 

the terrified who have retreated to their holes, if we will walk the Emmaus road with the lost and confused, if we will 

search out the hungry in the neighborhood called Galilee.  We will find him already there before us, bringing new 

and verdant life.  The only place we will not find him is in the tomb. 

 
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 

http://publicaffairs.createsend1.com/t/r/l/idfuhk/xtukjuykh/d/
http://www.dioceseofnj.org/newsletter/


 

April 2015 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 
Office OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

1 
10AM 

Holy Week Bulletin 

assembly 

7PM  

Service of 

Tenebrae 
8PM 

AA Meeting 

2 
Maundy Thursday 

7PM service & 

Prayer Vigil 
 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

3 
Good Friday 

12 noon service 

Seven Last Words 

from the Cross 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

4 
Holy Saturday 
9:00AM Liturgy 

After service 

Altar Guild-set up  

8PM Easter Vigil 
Liturgy with Kindling 

of 

 New Fire &  

Holy Eucharist  
 

5 
Easter 

 

9AM  

Children’s service  

Egg hunt to follow 

11AM 

Festive Eucharist 

6 
Office closed 

 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

8 
 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

9 
 

 
 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 
 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

10 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

6PM 

Wedding Rental 

Rehearsal 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

11 
10AM-4PM 

2nd Saturday Workday 
 

10AM-2PM 
Communion Class 

 

4PM 
Wedding Rental 

 

12 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist and 

Baptism 

“Seeing is Believing” 

Church School** 

 

13 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 
 

 

 

“A night of Future 

Broadway Stars” 

Covenant House 

Fundraiser 

14 
ML+ vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

15 
ML+ vacation 

 

9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

16 
ML+ vacation 

 
7:00 PM 

Finance Meeting 

 
7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

17 
ML+ vacation 

 

 

 

5PM 

Wedding Rental 

Rehearsal 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

18 
ML+ vacation 

 
 

 
5PM 

Wedding Rental 

19 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 

 

20 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

7:15PM 

VestryMeeting 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

22 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

23 
 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

24 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

25 
 
 

 

 

26 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Adult Bible Study 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School** 

Special collection 

for the aged and 

infirmed clergy 

27 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

29 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

6:30PM - EFM - Rectory 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

30 
 

 
7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 
 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 
 

May 1 
 

GFS 

Mother/Daughter 
Retreat 

 

 

 

 

May 2 
 

 

GFS 

Mother/Daughter 
Retreat 

 

Weekend Old 

Monmouth 

 

**CHURCH SCHOOL  9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) After Communion - Middle Church School (Grades 5 - 8th) 

After the service - Upper Church School (Grades 9 -12th) 

 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

 

VESTRY 2015 
Elaine Feyereisen - Senior Warden, Communications 

D. Roderick Webster - Junior Warden  
 Julie Sinn Cassidy – Young Family Initiative (y-fi) 

Walter Dein - Property 
Corey Folta – Fundraising  

Peggy James - Stewardship 
Sue Napoletano - Christian Formation  

Rita Saible – Parish Life 
Sarah Schmid – Commission Support 
Rachele Spencer Mikita - Outreach 

Patrice Thornton - Membership 
 

Treasurer—Gerry Marengo 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 
 

 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

