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General Convention elects new  

Presiding bishop 

 

 

Bishop Michael Curry from North Carolina Elected 27th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 

Church  
 

 

  

Bishop Michael Bruce Curry 
from North Carolina 

Elected 27th Presiding Bishop 

of The Episcopal Church 
 

Presiding Bishop-Elect Michael B. Curry  
 

 

The Rt. Rev. Michael Bruce Curry, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina, was 
elected the 27th Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church on the first ballot on June 27. 

Bishop Curry, 62, is the first African-American to be elected Presiding Bishop of The 
Episcopal Church. 

The election occurred during the 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church. 
Of the 174 votes tallied, Bishop Curry received 121 (89 needed to elect). 

Following his election by the House of Bishops, Bishop Curry’s election was 
overwhelmingly confirmed by the House of Deputies, 800 for, 12 against. 
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Four Funerals and a Wedding 

“In the midst of life we are in death; from whom can we seek help?” 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

One of my favorite things about parish work in Shrewsbury is the view: there is nothing else like looking out 

my office window onto the sunlit grace-filled lively trees….and the seemingly endless field of gravestones that 

mark the final resting place of persons – also once grace-filled and lively - but now gone from our sight. It is a 

daily reminder to me of the poignant truth of the Prayer Book, “In the midst of life we are in death; from whom 

can we seek help?” 
 

But even clergy - who more than most, live in that place in-between the two worlds of life and death - 

sometimes weary of that view; some days the cacophonous clash of those two realities is almost more than we 

can bear.  You may remember the old movie Four Weddings and a Funeral; that seems like a reasonable 

balance between joy and sadness. But recently I have felt the balance flip-flop as I officiated at Four Funerals 

and a Wedding.  
 

First the funerals. Each one offered a particular reflection on life and death – and the grief that comes with 

them. The first was for our dearly beloved Louise Aders. Hers was a good, long life. Although there is indeed 

great sadness at her passing there was also great joy; for her life was well-lived and she was more than ready “to 

go gently into that good night”. The second was for Jeff Miller, 58 year old son of our dear friends Jim and Ann 

Miller. Jeff, who valiantly fought cancer for over ten years, seemed to leave his loving family and friends far 

too young. And as he and I graduated high school the same year, I felt a special kinship and grief in his death. 

The third funeral was a deeply personal loss for me; Jeff’s 23 year old nephew Brian, whom I have known since 

he was just barely a teenager, died when he fell asleep at the wheel of his car coming home from work. Brian 

was just between the ages of my own two children, and the reality of his death has deeply impacted both of our 

families. And the final death: as I was leaving the house to officiate at Brian’s funeral, I got the call that 

parishioner Mark Lawrence had been found dead at his home as a result of a long time heart condition. I had 

known that Mark was ill, but never ever expected such news; it was a jolt to a system already reeling. And 

reeling all the more knowing that Mark was leaving behind his seven year old son Alexander. 
 

The words of the Burial Office have been ringing in my ear: “In the midst of life we are in death; from whom 

can we seek help?” only it felt as if the words should be rearranged: “In the midst of death we are in life…” 

The gravestones seem to be winning out over the sun-kissed trees. 
 

But there is life. Always life. Here is where the wedding comes in. I just returned from Cape May, where Jeff’s 

son Rob (and Brian’s cousin) was married to a wonderful young woman named Elyse. And there are more signs 

of life popping up all over the landscape: another family wedding is  around the corner. Vacation Bible School 

begins in a few weeks; that should prove to be a noisy adventure! Two baptisms scheduled for this summer. A 

Blue Claws Game with guests from Covenant House (and we hope another Day at the Beach, too!). You will 

find in this Crown a Summer Challenge to raise money (through Episcopal Relief and Development) to provide 

much-needed water in a drought-ridden world, providing liquid life to those who long to live. 

 

And strangely enough (or is it?) I am even now preparing for a week of GFS Summer Camp. The theme of 

Camp this year is A Triad of Life and Death. The girls will focus on the that holy triad of feast days we call All 

Hallows’ Eve, All Saints’ Day, and the Commemoration of all Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day).  Here they 

too, will begin to explore the reality that we all know too well: “In the midst of life we are in death; from whom 

can we seek help?” 
 

From whom indeed? You know the answer. Our help is in the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. The One 

who not only bridges the space in-between, but somehow reminds us that even as we die…..in Christ Jesus we 



live. We live – and more than live – we are called to witness to this gift of life in all its wonder, in all its joy, in 

all its surprises – as well as in its sadness and grief. Or as I now think on it, Four Funerals and a Wedding. 

 

My prayers for you are for a life-filled summer. Live it in the life of our Lord, who is resurrection and life. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 

 

Senior Sermons 

 

Casey Alfano: 
I want to start off by thanking Mother Lisa, my family, the congregation, and my Sunday school teacher, 

Rebecca. I would especially like to thank my sister, Christina, and my parents, Carl and Deborah Alfano. 

Without the support of everyone at Christ Church, I would not be standing here today confirmed and as ready as 

I will ever be as I head off to college where I will study forensics accounting. I would never have been able to 

have the strong mindset to go to college if it was not for my journey here at Christ Church.  

 

I remember hearing stories of when I was first baptized at thirteen months old. I was told after I was baptized, I 

walked up and down the aisles clutching the prayer book in my arms, looking at these strange new faces in 

bewilderment, accepting all Christ Church had to offer me whether I liked it or not. But now these same faces 

are no longer strangers to me as Christ Church has become a part of my entire adolescent life and has help 

fostered the determined and strong young adult I am today.  

 

From early on, I have been taught the value of religion and community. The last line of the mission statement 

states, “Together we strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human 

being.” I believe the acceptance Christ Church has towards others has helped make me a very open minded 

individual by knowing that God loves us all the same despite different gender, race, or beliefs. The foundation 

of my faith has been established here and I have gained a strong set of ethics by being around positive 

influences, attending mass, Sunday school, and serving on the altar. 

 

Even though there are only ten Commandments, one moral in particular that I feel is one of the most important 

stems from the eleventh Commandment ingrained in me by my Sunday school teacher: “Love thy neighbor as 

thyself.” While it is hard to break away from natural tendencies of self-preservation, my passion towards 

helping others has grown here by being a member of Girls Friendly Society, serving pancakes or coffee, 

watching the children at the nursery, and playing two bassoon solos in the church’s First Annual Pipes for 

Christmas. I realize the importance of trying to give back to the church just a percentage of what it has done for 

me. 

 

With the strong ethics that have become instilled in me, Christ Church has helped build my future career goal of 

becoming a forensic accountant where I will investigate illegal money transactions for the betterment of society. 

At University of New Haven, I will be working towards obtaining my bachelor’s degree in three years and my 

master’s degree in just one additional year in hopes of becoming a CPA and working in one of the federal 

agencies in the future. I know I can use the faith and knowledge Christ Church has established when I am away 

to get me through those long study hours and adjusting to the stress of college. I know I thankfully do not have 

to attend church every Sunday to receive God’s love. And I know I can look towards God and the Church to set 

me on the right track if I ever get lost. While much of my adult life has yet to begin, I could never forget the 

Church that has become a home away from home that has helped influence who I am today. 



Sophie Halpern 
Good morning.  For those of you who do not know me, my name is Sophie Halpern, and I have been a member 

of Christ Church for 15 years.  And in these 15 years, I think the last time I spoke to the entire congregation as a 

whole was when I was dressed up in that giant star suit, and even then I think my only job was to point to the 

baby doll on the altar; so this is quite an honor.  On this youth Sunday, I would like to extend my gratitude 

towards our community and explain a small action that actually holds quite a bit of meaning to my values and 

faith: which is taking communion. 
 

I am blessed to be a child of an interfaith family, with my mom being episcopal, and my father being Jewish 

(although he spends a fair share of his time serving in the church choir).  With this situation, I have always 

struggled to understand the two religions and question which one I believe in.  There have been years where 

I’ve known I was Christian, and years when I’ve known I was Jewish. Still being unsure of my truth faith, there 

is one thing that has been consistent.  I not only take communion, but have serve Mother Lisa and Mother Mary 

Frances in preparing the sacrament.   
 

I appreciate the historical aspect of communion.  Jesus giving his body and blood through the bread of heaven 

and cup of salvation was not only part of his spiritual sacrifice, but also his Passover Seder as he taught the 

book of Exodus.  I also am very fond of the mass ordinary in the case of music.  Hearing the Gloria and the 

Agnus Dei of the Eucharist every week puts the music I learn about really into perspective of its significance to 

the world.   
 

When Mary Magdalene and Peter first witnessed the Holy Spirit on the third day, Jesus repeated the blessings 

of the last supper, and with every bread and cup of Christ, a faithful Christian would be in the presence of him.  

So Peter gave others the sacrament, and then those disciples gave others the sacrament, and after just around 

2000 years, live the Christians, and the largest religion on the planet.  And the act of the passing this tradition 

and expanding it for thousands of years, is the reason why I take communion. 
 

We need to keep the beauty of culture and religion alive.  I worry that totalitarianism, wars, genocides, and even 

the pessimism of my generation will contribute to a downfall of the magnificent highs of religion.  I don’t want 

to see a world where people are abused or killed for their faith, or forced to practice a religion in which they do 

not believe.  We need more quality in our practice of faith.  People should be allowed to choose what to practice 

and what to believe in.  The world needs more passionate and self-accepting Christmas mornings, meditations, 

Passover dinners, prayers to Mecca, sips of sacrament and the list goes on.  Let’s teach our children that there is 

beauty in the cultures and religions of our world, and it is important to continue the history and traditions of 

mankind.   
 

Now I would like to extend a few “Thank yous” to some people.  First of course, Mother Lisa, for giving 

religious guidance to me and, I would like to say it has been an honor to serve you on the altar for these 9 years, 

as well as Mother Mary Frances and Deacon Vicki.  The three of you are very inspiring as women in Christian 

clergy, and serving for you has been an awesome experience. Christine Psolka has been a mentor, teacher, and 

friend for years, and I would like to thank you for enriching my life as a musician.  This also goes for the lovely 

members of the St. Gregory’s choir, so thank you.  Thank you to the teachers of the Christ Church Sunday 

school for giving me knowledge about the Christian faith, and after my little sermon, I think you know how 

much what you have done for me and what you do for other children means to me.  And of course I would like 

to extend the greatest appreciation and thanks for my family: my older sister Emily, and my two wonderful 

parents for raising me with so much culture and support, and putting up with me during some very interesting 

times of teenage angst in my journey through spirituality.  The two of you have contributed tremendously to this 

parish, which has helped me and the rest of the community flourish in practice and faith.  I would like to ask to 

have everyone join me in applauding Jim and Lisa Halpern for all they have done for Christ Church.   
 

After the summer ends, I promise you I will be returning from Carnegie Mellon and you will see me on the altar 

on at midnight Christmas Eve.  To the entire congregation and parish: Thank you for being a warm and 

supportive family and for making this a wonderful youth experience. 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home 

address, email address or any phone number(s).  

Let us know so we can also keep our 

records/database up to date.  Please send us an 

email or call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.  
 

Change of address: 
Neil and Diane Ingenito 

9 Colchester Drive 

Jackson, NJ 08527 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Robert W. Veil, son of Jeff Veil, was wed to Elyse 

Saeger on Saturday, June 20, 2015 in Cape May.  

Rob’s youngest brother Bradley was his best man.  

Elyse’s younger sister, Emily was her maid of 

honor.  It was a beautiful evening for the service on 

the beach with Mother Lisa as their officiant.  Rob 

has worked at Home Depot in Allentown PA. since 

he was 18.  Elyse is a music teacher at an 

elementary school near Bethlehem PA. and plays 

beautiful classical piano. They will be going to 

California for their honeymoon in July and will 

reside in Bethlehem PA. 
 

Kevin Kilroy, son of Maureen and Jim, married 

Nicole Mader, originally from Claremont CA, on 

June 6, 2015 in a weekend wedding at Camp 

Getaway in Kent CT.   They honeymooned in Nova 

Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Maine.   They are 

both pursuing doctoral degrees.   Kevin in medicine 

at St Georges University, and Nicole in public 

policy at The New School.   They are living in 

Grenada in the Caribbean for Kevin's last year, then 

they will return to Brooklyn for Kevin's clinical 

rotations and Nicole's dissertation. 
 

Jacob Petrie, son of Clifford and Carolyn of 

Monmouth Beach, was married to Ashley 

Yarbrough of West Long Branch on May 1, 2015 

at Branches in West Long Branch.  After enjoying a 

wonderful honeymoon in Cancun, Mexico, they are 

residing at their new home in Brick, NJ.  
 

Congratulations to Casey Alfano, who was named 

the Casie Kerr Scholar and to Sophie Halpern who 

was also a Christ Church Scholarship recipient. 

About our graduates: 
 

Casey Alfano will be attending University of 

New Haven in Connecticut and plans on studying 

forensic accounting. In high school, she was an 

honor and AP student, ranking in the eighth 

percentile of her class. Besides staying active with 

her various volunteer church activities during high 

school, she was a member of four honor societies 

and numerous clubs and outside activities. Some of 

them were marching band, Bottlecappers, peer 

leaders, tutoring, and NJ Adult Musician Mentors. 

She has had two accounting internships as well as 

four different part time jobs, which include 

babysitting, organizing data for the U.S. Naval 

Academy, Subway, and a barista at Barnes & 

Noble. 

 

Sophie Halpern is a recent graduate of Red 

Bank Regional High School, where she was a 

Visual and Performing Arts Major in low brass and 

electric bass. She is a member of numerous honor 

societies, including the National Honor Society and 

Tri-M Music Honor Society. She participated in the 

2015 All-Shore Jazz Ensemble and Symphonic 

Band, and will be playing in the Asbury Park Big 

Band this summer on Thursday evenings. Sophie 

will be attending Carnegie Mellon University this 

fall as biology major in the Mellon College of 

Science. 
 
 
Casie Kerr Scholarship Fund: 
The Scholarship Fund is a special fund established 
many years ago to award graduating seniors from 
Christ Church for service done in the parish.  It was 
given its current name to honor one of our high 
school students, Casie Kerr, who died in a car 
accident in August 2000.  This year two students 
were honored: Casey Alfano and Sophie Halpern.  
The top scholarship winner is named the “Casie 
Kerr Scholar” This year that honor was given to 
Casey Alfano.  I encourage all our parishioners to 
contribute to this fund.  It is our way of giving 
special thanksgiving for the life and ministry of our 
children and it reminds them that we are still a 
source of support to them as they leave this place to 
further their studies.  Mother Lisa 
 

Congratulations to all our Graduates! 

 
 
 



IN REQUIM: 
 

Mark Lawrence 

July 10, 1955 – May 26, 2015 
 

A memorial service was held at Christ Church on 

Saturday, June 6
th

 followed by repast in our Parish 

House. 
 

 

May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed 

rest in peace, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office and leave your name, their first and last name; please 
specify if you do not want their last name published in the 
bulletin, and when appropriate, who the person is and the 
nature of their condition.   
 
 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 
 

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Linda States, *Cassie Reagan,  *Phil Ryser, *Rick, 

*Diane, *Kate DiLiberto, *Zack Roberts, *Heidi 

Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, *Susan Folta, 

*Jenny Lovekin, *Jennifer, Michael Schiavo, Doris 

Rainwater, Patrick Donohoe, Jake, Joan, Loren 

James, John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Tina, Debbie 

Ambrogio,  Harriett, Pam, Lisa, Ana Cisneros, 

Chris, Mora Hanley, Ian Hay, Josh, Mark Schiavo, 

Breanne, Omar, Dave, Chuck, Pete and Jill Biddle, 

Anne, Meghan Ryan, Christopher, Brady, Cindy, 

John and John David Meade, Gerardo, Reverend 

Milton Holmes, Trevin, Heddy Napoletano, Fred 

Blozen, Lou, William Emerson, Ava, Jay 

Czarnecki, Amy, Brett Risser, Becky Cuthbert, 

Marjorie, Jean Bye and family, Meriwether Schmid, 

Ron Johnson, Pete, Sam Scott, Sue, Joan Hall, 

Lucy, Fr. Rob+, Dory Reagan, Don, Adam David, 

Charie Miller, Clete, Debbie Shouldis, Thomas J. 

Graham, Richard Brugger, Sr., Alexandra, 

Maryanne Lawrence, Allen, Sally Cooper, Brennan 

Maclean, Joe, Rose, John, Keith, Jacob, Lucy, 

Monet, Maryann Citro, Harriet Clare Shaner, Roy, 

Cynthia Lovekin-Coviello, Ruth, The Rev. Bill 

Noble, Katie, Anella, Jennifer Lamb, Antonia 

Malone, and for all who serve our country here and 

abroad, especially Traver, Michael, Bo, Dennis, 

Travis “TJ” Wilson, the 114
th

 Infantry of the NJ 

National Guard and 1st. Lts. James and Thomas 

Ruane. 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

to all those individuals who help guide, teach, and 

nurture our children through the good works of our 

Church School and Youth events.  Special thanks 

to Mrs. Sue Napoletano for everything she does!  

 

Thanks to everyone who did such a beautiful job 

getting the worship space ready for our Saturday 

night Parking Lot Prayers service, and to those who 

help prepare all that is needed for our service. 

 

Thanks to all who helped with the two recent 

repasts that were held following funeral services in 

our Parish house.  Special thanks to ECW President, 

Christine Meislohn! 

 

A Thank You from the Monmouth 

County SPCA 
 

One of the ministries our parish has is to open the 

doors to this place for community use. Over the past 

few years we have hosted a series of young bands to 

set up and perform in the Parish House (and 

occasionally outside in the parking lot). On May 

9th, we had a special treat. The bands donated 

$100.00 for the support of our local SPCA. I am 

very pleased that when we open our doors – and 

hearts – to others, they do the same! Let’s pay it 

forward and pass it on! 

 

 
 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

 
Parking Lot Prayers has Returned.  Look 

for its new name!  

Mass on the Grass 
Saturday Evenings at 5pm 

Christ Church will be holding service outside in the 

back strip of the parking lot.   Mass on the Grass is 

Holy Eucharist with a casual setting.  Bring your 

own lawn chair! The music, liturgy, and dress will 

all be less formal than what you will find on a 

Sunday morning. An altar is set up at the south end 

of the little strip at the back of our parking lot 

waiting your arrival. This service is meant for all 

the family; bring a blanket for the kids to sit on, and 

a toy or two, as well. We provide everything else, 

even the bug spray.   Rain or Shine! We move inside 

to the Parish house if it rains! 
 

 

 

Christ Church Super 50/50 Cash 

Raffle Fund Raiser 

To Benefit Christ Church!! 

Drawing will be held July 5, 2015 

 

 

You must return all monies collected or unsold 

tickets by July 5
th 

prior to coffee hour!! The 

drawing will be held at the parish house at 

approximately 12:00 noon. 

 

 
 

Second Saturday Workday 
 

I wish to thank those who have been a part of this 

past year's work days.  We now take a Summer 

break for July and August, but mark your calendar 

for the next work day, Saturday, September 13.  I 

encourage you to set aside an hour or two anytime 

from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Rain or shine there is 

a host of small tasks suitable for all ages and 

abilities.  A simple and nutritious lunch is always  

provided.  

Walter Dein - 2
nd

 Saturday chairperson 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Our sister church Saint James, Eatontown is once 

again hosting “Terrific Tuesday” VBS starting on 

Tuesday, July 7th and running through July 28th 

from 5:30pm to 8pm. This is for children ages 5 – 9 

(although they have been known to have some 

younger!). A light supper is provided. 
 

The theme is Bullying and the Bible. There will be 

water fun after lesson and project, so children need 

to bring towel & swim suit. Adult volunteers and 

parents are welcome to help. There is no cost for 

this wonderful program, although donations are 

always accepted. Please call our church office (732-

741-220) or Saint James (732-542-0818) for more 

information. 

 

 

 
 

Parish Life invites you to  

join us 

 
Tuesday, August 25– 7:05pm 

 

Adults - $9.00 

SR/JR - $7.00 
 

Seniors Eat Free 

Pre-Game Discussion with  

Blue Claws Players 
 

A Sign-up sheet located in Parish House or 

contact the parish office and we will put your 

name on the sheet. 

 

Don’t be left out!  

 

Moravian Pies 
 

There are only a few of our all-chicken Moravian 

pies left on hand in the freezer, so if you would like 

one, do stop by the church office.  Price is $12.00 a 

pie - 4 hefty servings.  Remember your satisfaction 

is guaranteed - We want to hear from you!  Good or 

bad!  If for any reason you are not completely 

satisfied you can return it your pie for a refund or 

replacement! 



 

 
 

Ushers Wanted!! 
 

We are always looking for ushers! We don’t care if 

you are old or young, short or tall, blond or 

brunette!!!! The ushers play a very important role. 

They are the 1
st
 people (after the grewter) that a 

visitor meets and are often the ones who answer the 

visitor’s questions. If you are considering being an 

usher, please chat with me or Mother Lisa.  

Peggy James 
 

Those Who Serve  

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULES  
It’s almost time for us to start preparing the fall 

schedule!!  Please let us know if you have any dates 

you are not available.  Please also let us know if 

you are interested in joining any of our teams.  We 

are in need of additional members to serve in a 

number of areas.  There is minimal training 

required.   

Flea Market 
 

What a wonderful event we had this year at our Flea 

Market! A few changes were made that proved to 

greatly increase the success of this annual 

fundraiser. First, Shrewsbury Borough decided to 

do a Borough-wide yard sale so we changed our 

date to fit with the town. This meant an automatic 

increase in foot traffic and free advertisement. 

Second, we added a well-received Preview Night 

including delicious food and drink, live music, and 

a head start for treasure seekers. Third, we added 

hot dogs cooked out on the grill on Saturday; a 

delicious addition! Lastly, we opened our doors for 

a price-slashing event on Sunday. The results? 

Roughly, a 60% increase over last year, the final 

total reported is $2,567.55. Many, many thanks to 

Joanne Montgomery who coordinate this event and 

the many parishioners who helped. 

 

 

OUTREACH UPDATE 
 

Outreach continues our involvement with Covenant 

House. We now have a collection box in the Parish 

House. The items that are needed for the summer 

are: sunscreen, deodorant (male/female), shampoo, 

conditioner (trial/regular size), body wash and baby 

wipes.  These will be delivered to the Asbury Park 

Outreach to help the homeless youth in our area.  

We are still planning another Covenant Day at the 

Beach. Details to follow in the weekly newsletter. 

 

Convenant House continues to look for volunteers 

who are able to provide assistance for education 

(GED preparation) and job skills training including 

resume writing and interview skills. 

 

Covenant House is having a golf outing August 25, 

2015.  If anyone is interested in purchasing a 

sponsorship and golfing the following is a link to 

the site: josephcnugentgolf.org  

 

Please check the Parish House boards for 

information on upcoming events and all of our 

valuable projects. 

 

Please contact me if you are interested in being part 

of any of our events or projects. You can reach me 

Rachelle Spencer Mikita at rachspen@hotmail.com 

or after the service on July 5. 

mailto:rachspen@hotmail.com


Did You Know?   

Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                                       Parish Historian 

 

“Did You Know … ?” 
 

That we had a rector named Benjamin Franklin?  

 

When we think of Benjamin Franklin we think of 

our Founding Father in the era of the American 

Revolution and the adamant diplomat who had 

helped convince the French monarch to support the 

American cause for independence from the English 

crown. Benjamin Franklin was not only a diplomat 

but also a scientist, printer, clerk, Postmaster, 

writer, philosopher and a Grand master mason, 

amongst other things. 
 

Our Benjamin Franklin was not all of those, but he 

had many skills of a well-educated man. The 

Reverend Benjamin F. Franklin was rector of Christ 

Church in Shrewsbury from 1875 to 1898. He died 

in office and is buried in the graveyard. 

 

Reverend Franklin was born in Providence, RI in 

1819. He was educated at Brown University and the 

General Theological Seminary. Prior to coming to 

Christ Church he held positions in Maryland, 

Philadelphia, Delaware, Trenton and Indianapolis. 

Reverend Franklin was married twice. His first 

wife, Emma, died in 1884. Two years later he 

married Lucy Shiff of New York. He and his first 

wife had four daughters. One, Emma Windsor, 

married Dr. Frederick Van Vliet and settled in 

Shrewsbury. They are also both buried in the 

graveyard. 

 

During his tenure the church was redecorated with 

the exterior painted a dark putty color. On the 

interior installations included a new carved altar of 

butternut wood (presently in the Parish House 

Children’s Chapel), bronze communion railings, the 

eagle lectern, and the marble baptismal font 

(originally placed in the Royal Governor’s Pew). 

Some of these changes appear to have been 

consistent with Reverend Franklin’s sympathy with 

high-church traditions. 

 

 
 

Reverend Franklin seems to have been a person 

who led by a spiritual and intellectual dignity 

supported by his eloquence. Dr. Franklin was the 

priest often consulted by the Diocese on liturgical 

and theological matters due to his great erudition. 

He was not always in good health taking a five-year 

sabbatical from his ministry in the 1860s. The 

strong outpouring of sentiment upon his death, 

though demonstrated the deep affection for this 

priest. In a newspaper article describing the funeral 

service, the following was written. 

 
“After the service in church, the white robed 

procession wended its way to the grave in the 

churchyard, where after the committal had been 

said, the hymns “Hark! Hark! My Soul” and the 

“Nunc Dimittis” were sung at the open grave. No 

sermon, address, or eulogy were spoken, and the 

very solemn simplicity of the service over one, who 

in intellectual ability, was easily the first clergyman 

in the Diocese, was one of his eloquent charms, and 

most comforting to all present who had known and 

revered the departed.”



The year after Reverend Franklin’s death a new parish house was constructed on the same site as this present 

building. This building was dedicated to Reverend Franklin and included a time capsule in the cornerstone with 

much information about the Reverend Franklin. In addition a Palladian stained glass window reflecting that 

dedication were installed. This was re-installed in the present parish house on the east wall. 
 

But returning to the intellectual capabilities of both men and their common names, one must wonder if they are 

genealogically related. Founding Father Ben Franklin’s grandparents lived in Ecton England in the 1600s. 

(Their sons James and Josiah emigrated to the American colonies.) And research by our Graveyard Genealogist 

shows these Benjamin Franklins are related! Here is the basic genealogical tree. 
 

GENEALOGY CHART FOR THE BENJAMIN FRANKLINS 

Thomas and Jane (White) Franklin 

(Married 1636) 

(Ecton, England) 

 

 

James and Eunice Franklin      Josiah and Abiah (Folger) Franklin 

 

 

James and Martha Franklin     Benjamin Franklin                         

(settled in Providence RI)      (Founding Father) 

 

Gideon Franklin and Mary Chafee     

          

Asa Franklin 

 

Henry Paine Franklin 

 

Reverend Benjamin Franklin 

(Rector, Christ Church 1875-1898) 

 

There is much more information that Trevor has discovered about the Reverend Benjamin Franklin’s genealogy 

but space does not permit its inclusion here.  
 

It is remarkable how intertwined our history is! Through graveyard genealogy we have found so many instances 

of unexpected and previously unknown linkages within our church community ancestors. 

 

 
                                    

  Robert M. Kelly, Jr.                         Trevor Kirkpatrick 

  Parish Historian                               Graveyard Genealogist 



     Project Spigot Spallation      
 

What is Project Spigot Spallation? The spigot part is easy. The spigot is that thing from which 

your water flows into your sink, bathtub, or yard. We are all familiar with that! Spallation is a 

bit more complicated. A spallation is a “nuclear reaction produced by high-energy projectiles 

from which two or more fragment or particles are ejected from the target nucleus.” Put those 

two concepts together and you get Project Spigot Spallation.  

 

Here is what it means: We are issuing a challenge to the parishioners of Christ Church Parish to 

help raise funds to purchase a well through Episcopal Relief and Development. Christ Church 

Toms River has already raised $2,700 of the needed $5,000; a village well ensures access to 

clean water – and to life. 

 

So – here is the challenge: Each household is asked to donate $5 for each spigot in your 

household. This means you count up the spigots at your sinks and tubs and outside in your 

yards, and give $5 for each one. For example, at the rectory I have a total of 7 spigots (4 sinks, 

1 tub, 1 shower, and 1 outside spigot); this means I will write a check for $35 made out to 

Christ Church, with the memo line saying “Project Spigot Spallation” (or simply “Spigot” will 

do!). 

 

Our hope is that by each one of us giving proportionate to what we have, our small fragments 

together will create the high energy needed to eject a “well” of much-needed water for some 

village in our global community. We have been asked to have all donations sent by August 1st, 

so please have your check into the church office (or Sunday Offering Plate) by Sunday July 

26th.     

    

 

 



 

Blessings Shared 

                   Parish Finance Update 
           (May 2015) 

    Year to Date Totals 
 

Actual      Budget       $ Over Budget 

                           ------------        ------------    ------------------ 

Plate    $    1,476   $    1,797 $     (321) 

Pledge                 $  72,286   $  69,719 $    2,567 

Total Income    $  87,791 $  86,113 $    1,678 

Total Expense   $  89,697    $  94,996 $  (5,299) 

 

=======  ========  ======== 

Net Income   $  (1,906)    $  (8,883)       $     6,977 

                            =======      ========     ======== 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have spent $1,906 more than we have received in income from 

pledges, plate and all other income sources. 

2. Our current budget shows that our net income is $1,678 higher than budgeted year to date. 

3. Pledge income is higher than budget – thank you very much for making your pledge contributions on a 

regular basis. 

3. Our current expenses are running $5,299 less than budgeted. Note that a deficit in expenses means we are 

under budget in terms of our expenses which helps our overall deficit. 

4. Please make every effort to keep your pledges up to date during the summer months. Usually we see a drop 

in pledge income as attendance drops due to vacations and other activities over the summer. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerry Marengo – Treasurer 

 

A Stewardship Note! 
 
Thank you all for keeping your pledges up to date! Just a reminder, many of you will be travelling and not 

attending church during the summer months. Even though you might not be here, don’t forget to mail your 

pledge in, or pay in advance if you know you won’t be around. Thank you for all your continued support.  

 

Peggy James 

Stewardship Chair 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA!!!! 
Are you on facebook?   

Be a friend of Christ Church on facebook!  Recommend your friends become a friend of Christ Church also. 

Please share events and the good news about the exciting events we post. 
 

 

http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg


 

Sandy Disaster Resiliency Grant (SDRG) 

 PROJECT STATUS REPORT  
July, 2015 

 

1. On May 20 Westfield Associates conducted the initial data collection for condition assessment on both 

sites 

2. We received an invoice for this work in the amount of $3712.50, $2137.50 for the church and $1575.00 

for the Rectory. 

3. Parish Treasurer Gerry Marengo is working with Phyllis Jones from the Diocese on Diocesan Loan 

procedures.  

The graveyard preservation expert visited on June 26
th

 and did an initial scoping of the graveyard 

 

 

******************************************* 
 

Heritage Rose Memorial Garden (HRMG)  

STATUS UPDATE 
July 2015 

 One of our Edith’s Angels acquired three new heritage roses from Stephen Scanniello. The new ones 

are: Trinity, Temple and Maitland. These were planted with some alliums to add to the garden (Egyptian 

onion tops and chives) near each rose.  

 A publicity release to announce the garden to the public is in the planning stage. This will include an 

event to dedicate the garden and have visitors come and be introduced to its features. 

 

******************************************* 
Ministry Institute 

Diocese of New Jersey 

A Center for Christian Formation, Spirituality, Ministry Learning, and Development 

Workshops-Retreats-Courses-Conferences For Everyone in the Diocese of New Jersey 

To learn about courses and/or to register visit their web site at 

www.newjersey.anglican.org  

and click Ministry Institute 
 

Episcopal Church website 

www.EpiscopalChurch.org  
 

 

http://www.newjersey.anglican.org/
http://publicaffairs.createsend1.com/t/r/l/idfuhk/xtukjuykh/d/


 

Amazon Smile Program profits Christ Church!! 

 

At Amazon Smile, you shop on Amazon like you normally do, and when you make a purchase Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of that purchase to Christ Church. This is HUGE! 

What is AmazonSmile?  

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Christ Church every time you shop, at no cost 

to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. 

 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile 

device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start 

your shopping at AmazonSmile.  

 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?  

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 

“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages.  

 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?  

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or 

baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  

 

How do I select “Christ Church” to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?  

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select your charitable organization (Christ 

Church) to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.  They will remember your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. : )   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/about/ref=smi_ge_ul_lm_raas
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/


 

July 2015 
 

 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

2 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

3 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

4 
Independence Day 

 
5:00PM 

Parking Lot Prayers 

Service 

5 
9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

6 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

5:30 – 8PM 

VBS @ St. James 

Eatontown 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

8 
 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

10 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

11 
 

 

 

5:00PM 

Parking Lot Prayers 

Service 
 

12 
9AM 

Holy Eucharist 
 

13 
Office closed 

 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 
 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

5:30 – 8PM 

VBS @ St. James 

Eatontown 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

17 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

18 
 
 

 
 

5:00PM 

Parking Lot Prayers 

Service 

 

 

19 
9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

and Baptism 

 

 
 

20 
Office closed 

GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

21 
 

GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 

5:30 – 8PM 

VBS @ St. James 

Eatontown 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

22 
 

GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

23 
 

GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

24 
Rector’s day off 

GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

25 
 

GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 
 

5:00PM 

Parking Lot Prayers 

Service 

 

26 
GFS camp 

 ML+ away 

 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

27 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

28 
 

ML+ vacation 

 

5:30 – 8PM 

VBS @ St. James 

Eatontown 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

29 
 

ML+ vacation 
 

 
 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

30 
 

ML+ vacation 

 

 
 

 
 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

31 
Rector’s day off 

ML+ vacation 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

 

August 1 
 
 

ML+ vacation 

 

 
 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg, Priest Associate 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
The Reverend William Balmer, Deacon 
The Reverend Carolyn Bradley, Deacon 
The Reverend Eve Chamberlain, Deacon 

Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

 

VESTRY 2015 
Elaine Feyereisen - Senior Warden, Communications 

D. Roderick Webster - Junior Warden  
 Julie Sinn Cassidy – Young Family Initiative (y-fi) 

Walter Dein - Property 
Corey Folta – Fundraising  

Peggy James - Stewardship 
Sue Napoletano - Christian Formation  

Rita Saible – Parish Life 
Sarah Schmid – Commission Support 
Rachele Spencer Mikita - Outreach 

Patrice Thornton - Membership 
 

Treasurer—Gerry Marengo 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 
 

     

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

