
"What's in a name? That which we call a rose 

by any other name would smell as sweet." 

Juliet (via William Shakespeare) 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I have never claimed to be either a poet or a playwright, so it makes me just a little nervous to disagree with 

perhaps the greatest playwright who has ever lived. So I won’t. But I can - and will – disagree with Juliet 

Capulet. Just as the words we choose to use are important, so names are very important.  

 

I started thinking about this when I heard of another Episcopal Church who has an outdoor service (as do we) 

that they call “Mass on the Grass”. Why hadn’t I thought of that? It beats “Parking Lot Prayers” hands down! I 

mean if you had to choose, wouldn’t you rather go to mass in a nice grassy spot rather than prayers in a parking 

lot? One sounds oh-so-pastoral; the other a bit industrial. And so we have rechristened our outdoor service 

complete with a new sign; I will let you know if we experience a sudden surge in attendance. Perhaps there is 

something in a name! 

 

I began thinking about even more while recently watching Jeopardy. When Alex Trebeck* asked one of the 

contestants about her hobbies, she revealed that she belonged to a group that sounded very much like our very 

own “Knitting Pearls”. It was a group of women who get together to knit, crochet, and sew. The name of her 

group? “Stitch and B__ch” (I can’t print what it actually is; this is a “G” newsletter!) She stated that they knit 

and talk – but oh, how it gave a whole other feeling than the sweet name of our ladies’ group! (This time I am 

not suggesting that we change it!) For there is something about a name! 

 

And lastly, as you read this article, I will be finishing up another grand week of GFS Camp. I wrote about it in 

last month’s Crown. One of the projects the girls will be working on is researching their “own” saint. This 

might be the one for which they were named. Or if they have one of those new, modern names, they can choose 

the name of the saint whose day is closest to their own birthday. Or perhaps a saint whom they have always 

admired. Then they will explore who that person was and how that “name” might inspire them in their own 

walk with Christ. 

 

I predict that it will have a wonderful effect on each one of them; after all, to know you have a connection with 

a saint helps to form one’s character and move a person in that direction. I suspect it will also make them much 

more aware of the names they one day select for their own children. And perhaps it will make them think twice 

before they slap a nickname on themselves or anyone else. For there is indeed something about a name! 

 

So tell me what you think about your name. Are you named for a favorite uncle? A political figure that inspired 

your parents? Perhaps even a saint? Send it in to me! I would love to hear about it. Perhaps it will inspire me as 

I prepare for our own All Saints Day Service.  

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

*By the Way: did you know that Alex Trebeck’s birthday (July 22) is the Feast Day of Mary Magdalene? What 

do you suppose that means! 

 

 


