
"So dull and dark are the November days.  The lazy mist high up the evening curled, 

And now the morn quite hides in smoke and haze; The place we occupy seems all the world." 

-   John Clare, November 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

I have nothing personal against nineteenth century English Poet John Clare, but I really do not know what in the 

world he is talking about in regard to the month of November. Dull and dark? Not a chance! Not around Christ 

Church! I am beginning to think that November is the absolute busiest month of the year filled with life and 

with opportunities for service, for fellowship, for deepening one’s relationship with God. 
 

I know that you will be reading about the many “goings on” in other places in our Newsletter, but let me give 

you the highlights for this month. We begin right at the beginning – with All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 

1st (don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour). We will joyfully celebrate the great cloud of witnesses that 

surround us as we ring in the saints with the addition of our “newest” little saint; Lawrence Abraham Craven 

will be baptized at Christ Church on Sunday morning. Deacon Cuff will be the preacher, and Deacon Balmer 

will attend to the baptism alongside me.  
 

All Souls’ Day will quickly follow: Monday, November 2nd at 7:00 pm, we will keep one of the most beloved 

days at Christ Church. All Souls’ Day is that time when we remember those friends and family members whom 

we have loved and lost to death. The names will be read and participants will bring lighted candles to the altar 

in their memory. 
 

I am so very excited about “MCDM Sunday” (Monmouth Center for Diaconal Ministry) which happens on 

November 8th at the 10:00 am service. All three of our “roving deacons” will be together in one place to 

introduce themselves – and this cutting-edge initiative - to the congregation. Bill, Eve, and Carolyn will conduct 

an “Instructive Eucharist” focusing on the liturgical role of deacons in worship and in the sermon time you will 

hear about everything MCDM. A reception will follow. A special collection will be taken that day to help 

support this new ministry; please be generous. 
 

You may have been wondering when I would get around to the Holiday Bazaar; I know everyone in the parish 

has been working hard to get ready for this, our biggest event of the year. We will begin setting up the Parish 

Hall on Sunday, November 8th (just as soon as we are done with the MCDM Sunday!). We can use all the 

hands we can get. Preview night is Wednesday, November 11th (6-8 pm) and the Bazaar is on Saturday 

November 14th, 9-5. The Parish House will be open all week long with many, many tasks to do – simply ask! 

Or stop by. We will be waiting for you. 
 

In the midst of all of this activity, November is also the month we implement our pledge campaign for 2016. 

You will be hearing from various parishioners each Sunday and receiving some valuable mailings from 

Stewardship Chairperson Peggy James. On Sunday, November 22nd, we will host our Celebration Luncheon 

following the 10:00 am service (only one mass that day). All parishioners are invited to this very nice “thank 

you” for all that you do for Christ Church during the year. I also hope that even now you will begin to 

prayerfully consider what your pledge will be for the next year; it is your commitment to Christ Church that 

assures we will be able to both continue and strengthen the many ministries God calls us to do in this place. 
 

We will finish off the month with our Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, November 25th at 7:00 pm. 

We have so many, many things for which to be thankful to our Lord. God’s faithfulness to us is evident in each 

face that graces our pews. There is no doubt, when I think of my Christ Church family, that my cup overflows 

with gratitude and joy. 
 

No, there is nothing “dull and dark” about these November days – even with Daylight Savings Time just around 

the corner!  So come celebrate with us. Come, give thanks to God. Come, join in the work entrusted to us. 

 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 


