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Our vision is for a Heritage Rose District in Historic Four Corners.  
The Greenhouse Rose Garden behind Shrewsbury’s Historical Society

Building, the Allen House Herb Garden and the Quaker Meeting House.
The HRMG design and maintenance was done by several members.
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Heritage Rose 
Meditation Garden

The Heritage Rose Meditation Garden 
is a space within the historic 

Christ Episcopal Church Shrewsbury churchyard. 
The garden is intended as a place

of meditation and a site 
for special memorials.



The Garden has two objectives. One is to
serve as a place for prayer and contem-
plation in this historic setting. The second
is to serve as a special Memorial site
within the broader graveyard. The HRMG
is a joint effort of the parish and the
Shrewsbury Garden Club.

The garden as depicted on the front page
has borders of both large rough Belgian
blocks and boxwoods. The focal point
within the garden is a gravemarker for an
infant highlighted by lilies in stone. This
gravemarker is surrounded by many
plantings but most importantly by Her-
itage Roses donated by the Heritage Rose
Foundation. Surrounding
these roses are other bril-
liant roses and complemen-
tary botanical elements. 

The border includes some
very old and large box-
woods under which are
nestled three old grave-
markers largely hidden and
mostly buried. New box-
woods adorn the northeast
border of the Garden,
There is also a Memorial
bench available to visitors
for rest and contemplation.

Edith Georgianna Moore 

Throckmorton Bench

Gravestones Among the Boxwoods

Illustration by Ellen Preissler



Maitland White
Syn. Puerto Rico. It has a nice fragrance, blooms
throughout the season. Found on the isle of Bermuda.

Wollerton Old Hall
A David Austin rose named after Wollerton Old Hall in
Shropshire, England – Shrewsbury. Wollerton Old Hall
in Shropshire has one of the most beautiful private 
gardens in the country. The gardens are set around a
16th Century Hall and feature roses in creative plant
combinations. A repeat bloomer with a myrrh scent.
Buttery yellow but eventually turns a pale creamy
color.

Teasing Georgia
A David Austin rose. Repeat bloomer, pale yellow, 
considered a short climber. Placed in garden in 
memory of Edith Georgianna Moore.

Pink Pet/Caldwell Pink 
Considered a cemetery rose. The shape and color are
double carnation like and a lilac-pink.  It continuously
blooms from spring, throughout the summer into 
the fall.

Chestnut
Chinquapin rose or Burr rose. William Roxburgh came
upon this rose in Canton, China. It was known for 
generations there as ‘Hoi-tong-hong’. He sent it to 
Calcutta Botanical Gardens and then to England around
1820. Large pink flowers and grown for its hips because
they look like chestnut burrs. 

Empress Josephine
Gallica, Provins, Turbinate rose. Bred by Descemet in
1815. The color is pink-rose with double blooms and
cherry-pink wavy petals. Even though it only blooms
once, it is followed by large orange hips. An almost
thorn less bush, blooms on old wood so prune after
flowering. It was named after Josephine’s death, she 
was known in Europe to have a stunning rose garden.

Trinity
White, tea fragrance, blooms throughout the season.  
A found rose, possibly in Bermuda.

— Historic Roses —



Graveyard Historical
Aspects

The Christ Church property at the southeast corner of Broad and
Sycamore in Shrewsbury was acquired by the church in 1706 and has
been used as a graveyard ever since. The earliest surviving gravemarker
is dated 1719. The graveyard has multiple components including the 
Memorial Garden for ashes and a common marker, the Sycamore Garden
for ashes and individual markers, the HRMG, and the broader graveyard
for traditional full burials. 

The HRMG was begun in 2013 in a space in the graveyard that had been
occupied by two large trees that were required to be taken down. Their
removal revealed the gravemarker of Edith Georgianna Moore which had
been half buried. Edith was the daughter of George H and Edith Owen
Moore. Her mother was from Oceanic NJ (now Rumson) and her father
was a New York financier. She is the only member of her family to be
buried in this graveyard. So with Edith the HRMG is also a children’s 
garden. The members of the SGC that tend the garden are called Edith’s
Angels. 

The Throckmorton
bench is in honor of
Charles Adam Throck-
morton (1902-1969).
There are about 53
Throckmortons interred
in the Christ Church
graveyard. The name
has a long and 
prominent history 
with Throckmorton
street names in many 
of the local towns. 

Companion Plants
Irises – White – ‘Immortality’ &
Blue – ‘Indigo Princess’. The
white iris is a repeat bloomer.

Lavender – ‘English’. A wonderful
scent in the garden and goes well
with roses.  

Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’ – ‘Pure Joy’ -
‘Anglicum’ – All are drought 
tolerate and pretty in the fall.

Gentiana ‘True Blue’ – Placed in
the garden because of the 
Emily Dickinson’s poem “God Made a Little Gentian.”

Egyptian Onions and Chives – Plant these in your rose garden to increase
the perfume of the roses and ward off aphids, and repel the dreaded
black spot.

Blue Oat Grass – Drought tolerate

Daffodils ‘Jersey Girl’ – A touch of sunny yellow in  spring, planted
around the grave marker for Edith Georgianna Moore.

Boxwood ‘English’ – Planted to mirror the existing boxwood plants and
adds structure to the garden. 

HRMG Visitor


