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“My mouth shall recount your mighty acts and saving deeds all day long;  

though I cannot know the number of them….” Psalm 71.15 

 

 

I think I know what the Psalmist is talking about. When I look at our parish and reflect on what 

God has worked among us, the blessing bestowed, and the many hours of work and ministry 

done by all of the parishioners here, I am truly amazed, a little stunned, and profoundly thankful. 

We have a committed staff and vestry and a congregation that truly loves Christ Church; together 

we accomplish so very much! 

 

As we came to the end of 2015 we have begun to see the fruit of YFI: Young Family Initiative. 

YFI was started a year and a half ago as a program to concentrate as fully as possible on young 

children and their families. Our second Sunday of the month program “Seeing is Believing” (in 

its second season) is blossoming under the direction of an incredible team of laity and clergy. 

Our second Annual Blessing of the Stockings was marvelous for both young and old. And this 

year, we added another piece we call “Beyond Baptism”. It is a way families who have their 

children baptized here stay connected with the parish. For four years after their baptism, on the 

anniversary, each child is invited to church for a special blessing and gift. By the time they make 

their fourth anniversary they will be ready for Church School! YFI has been so successful that 

we are adding a regular nursery worker to our staff beginning this Sunday. It also means that we 

will be adding more activities this year; perhaps a Christmas Pageant and a Halloween gathering. 

 

This year we also had the great privilege of celebrating the ordination of three of our very own 

parishioners to the Diaconate: Magdalena Aders, Bill Balmer, and Karen Reeman. After three 

years of formal training and study they have each begun their diaconal ministries in various 

places. Magdalena is deacon at Trinity, Matawan. Karen is at St. James, Eatontown. And Bill has 

remained here at Christ Church. Equally exciting was the formation of the Monmouth Center for 

Diaconal Ministry – the very first ministry of its kind in our Diocese. 

 

We are sharing in the MCDM with two other parishes: St. John’s, Little Silver and Trinity, 

Asbury Park. Eve Chamberlain and Carolyn Bradley (also ordained in May) along with Bill 

Balmer are the first “new” deacons to participate, along with Gail Bennett and Vicki Cuff, 

experienced deacons at Trinity and Christ Church, respectively. The five deacons and three 

rectors have been meeting once a month here at Christ Church to build community and plan how 

the three parishes can partner together for various inter-parish ministries. I am so very excited 

about where this may lead; in a world in which we have many challenges in our local parishes, 

the model of the MCDM may prove the way to forge ahead as we the people of God in 

Monmouth County. 

 

What else is going on at Christ Church? Work on the Rose Garden was largely completed and 

we held a wonderful dedicated for it. The preliminary work of evaluating our properties in regard 

to the grants awarded us are nearly completed; this will be the year to begin (and finish!) the 

construction. Interns from Monmouth University continue to grace us with their presence and 

unearth new information about our rich past.  



 

Our adult study groups continue.  We bid a sad farewell to Maureen Kilroy who led the Adult 

Lectionary Group for so many years; Deacon Bill Balmer stepping in on Sundays at 9:00am.  

Peak of the Week continues to read and discuss a vast array of interesting books. A Lenten Study 

of spiritual practices ensued during the weeks before Easter and EFM continues to boom with 9 

members and 2 mentors from four different parishes.  

 

2015 was the year our fundraisers exceeded $19,000 – a $5,000 increase over the previous year. 

This speaks to the many dedicated people who work so hard to make these a success; do read 

about it in the Fundraiser Report. 

 

Our choir is another ministry in which we excel; several new members were added this year, and 

it is a testimony to the community of the choir and its leadership that the newest members are all 

recent members of Christ Church. Parking Lot Prayers got a mini facelift with a new name: Mass 

on the Grass. With the talent and support of Brother Richard Biernacki at the keyboards, we are 

having a wonderful time. Come join us for a summer afternoon. We do love our music! 

 

And lastly, I do want to mention a rather unexpected gift that has come our way, and which you 

will be hearing more about. Longtime member Robert Manson passed away February 2nd of last 

year. He and his wife Dorothy were both active here at Christ Church for many years. Bob left a 

sizeable gift of approximately $340,000 to Christ Church, which we received last fall. The gift 

was earmarked for a very specific purpose: the upkeep and repair of the Church building (and 

nothing else). While this does not relieve us of the challenges we have with our day-to-day 

operations and budget, it truly is a blessing that will have ramifications long into the future.  It is 

also a reminder to all of us to carefully and prayerfully consider what legacy we will each leave 

behind; even a small gift given to the church can make a great impact on the future of our 

ministry and presence here on the corner of Broad and Sycamore. 

 

I want to thank you, the people of Christ Church, for all the support you have given me through 

these eighteen plus years. It is because of who you are and your generosity of spirit that I am able 

to rise each day with the gladness that comes in serving a congregation that I so love. I could not 

have thought of a better place to celebrate 25 years of ordained priesthood last March, and I do 

hope there are many more to come. 

 

I pray you will receive the reports in this booklet with interest and joy, knowing that they only 

scratch the surface of all the blessings God has bestowed on us. Here is to another year….. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+  

 


