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Christ Church, the Episcopal parish in Shrewsbury
New Jersey, is an historic church. We were
founded in 1702 and the church building’s cor-

nerstone was laid in 1769. The surrounding graveyard
has stones from 1719. Our records date from 1733. We
are an active church and add to our records and have
new interments in the graveyard each year.

We pride ourselves on our stewardship of this treasure

trove of history. The preservation of our history can 
be difficult with an organization whose principal 
charter is religious. We are determined to do so. We 
are also committed to making our history available 
to the broader community

Our inaugural newsletter appeared in the Fall of 2014.
This issue details history activities since that time. 

First I want to tell you we are open to your interests
and inquiries. Alas the church cannot be open for 
visitors at all times, but with an appointment a 
tour can be arranged at no charge. This can be 
accomplished by contacting us by e-mail at 
parishhistorian@christchurchshrewsbury.org or by 
calling the parish office at 732.741.2220.

Furthermore we are open to inquiries from genealogists
who believe they have ancestors related to the church.
These queries can be initiated by e-mail at the above 
address.

In addition a capsule summary of our history can be
found on our web site at christchurchshrewsbury.org

In early November 2014 author and historian LouiseW. Knight contacted the parish about a John F.
Grimke whom she said was buried in our graveyard.

We were able to confirm that this individual indeed
was interred in the graveyard on August 11, 1819. Mr.
Grimke was from Charleston South Carolina where 
he was a Revolutionary War veteran and a prominent
jurist. Accompanied by his daughter Sarah, he had
been in New Jersey for health reasons but died in 
Long Branch. Ms. Knight was conducting research for a
biography of Sarah and her sister Angelina. The sisters
were fervent abolitionists in the 1830s. Ms. Knight was
interested in the gravemarker at Judge Grimke’s burial
site. The Grimke family papers revealed not only that
the Judge was buried here but also contained very 
specific information about his gravemarker and the
lengthy inscription planned for that marker. However
we had no evidence of such a marker existing in the
records of graveyard surveys done in 2003, 1998 and

1900. The gravemarker would have been quite large
and based upon the list of materials ordered for the
marker, the author drew what she thought the grave-
marker might look like.

L. Knight Rendition of Grimke Gravemarker

Christ Church, 1869 - 
Dorn's Classic Images 

Christ Church, 2013 - Jeff Veil 

Louise Knight And The Search For John Grimke
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In addition Dr. Richard Veit of Monmouth University,
an expert in burial grounds, supplied an example of a
similar marker that is in the Cranbury, NJ Presbyterian
graveyard. But nothing like these seemed to be here. 

We decided to 
conduct a search
scheduled for 
January 6th.

Ms. Knight was joined
by a group of steadfast
searchers on a frigid
January 6th to take a
look through the cold
and snowy graveyard.
This effort had mixed
results. The grave-
marker is not present
and has not been
there (or readable) after 1900 when John Stillwell
recorded all the transcriptions. The possible explana-
tion is that the marble gravemarker deteriorated fairly

rapidly and became unsightly and was removed. As for
the gravesite, there is a likely location though there is
no marker. This location is an open area just east of the
brick walkway behind the church. There are few such
open spaces in the graveyard but there is more support-
ing evidence. This space is near or even within the
Allen family plot. Dr. Edmund Allen who has a 
prominent gravemarker assisted in both the Grimke 
interment and gravemarker placement in 1819. The
placement there is very plausible. 

So that is the current synopsis of this remarkable story
and mystery. One lesson from all this is the importance
of good record keeping about graveyards and also about
family histories. The existence of the Parish Register
clearly verified the burial and the Grimke family papers
clearly verified the epitaph and gravemarker. Even
more records like the demise of the gravemarker 
would have been even better.

Box Tombstone in Cranbury, NJ

Presumed Grimke grave site

Louise W. Knight

The Search
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Christ Church Lantern Tour Docents

We participated in the County Weekend 
in Olde Monmouth program on the first
weekend in May as we have every year that

it has been conducted. As usual we put out a collection
of our historical artifacts as follows:

1.   LEEDS INDIAN DEED

2.   OLD STEEPLE ORB WITH PHOTO OF ORB 
IN PLACE

3.   MUSKET BALL IN WOOD

4.   100TH BUILDING ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
PROGRAM

5.   1830 PEW HOLDERS LIST 

6.   PARISH REGISTER – 18TH CENTURY

7.   VESTRY MINUTES - 18TH CENTURY

8.   1706 DEED FOR CHURCH PROPERTY

9.   1824 GLEBE FIREWOOD AUCTION

10.  REVEREND SAMUEL COOKE SERMON 
IN RED LEATHER POUCH

11. BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER GIVEN BY
WILLIAM FRANKLIN

We had about 130 visitors
exploring the church, the
historic objects on special
display, and the graveyard.
The visitor were cordial and
fascinated by the history
they were seeing.  It is 
always good to share our
heritage with our broader
community.

Weekend In Olde Monmouth

The 23rd Annual Historic Four Corners Lantern Tour was held on December
5, 2014 and included our four corners partners, The Friends Meeting House
and the Allen House.

2014 Lantern Tour

Stuart Buncher as CPL 

Andrew Tomlinson

Docent explaining the artifacts

Guide with lantern
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We held our annual Graveyard ceremony rec-
ognizing the contributions of those buried
in our churchyard who served their country

in the armed forces in wars from the French and Indian
to Vietnam. The names of the veterans were read and
included names of those recently interred and new
names as we have learned more about those buried in
our graveyard. These include Robert Manson from
World War II and John Faucheraud Grimke in the
Revolutionary War.

Stuart and Judi Buncher came in costume. Judi por-
trayed Sister Veronica of the Sisters of the Holy Cross.
This nun was a nurse on the USN Hospital Ship Red
Rover from 1862 to 1865. The Sisters were the precur-
sor of the modern Naval Nurses. Stuart portrayed 
Marine Corporal Andrew Tomlin, one of two NJ
Marines to be awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor. This award was for heroism in the Second 
Battle of Ft Fisher, January 15th, 1865. Judi Buncher
contacted the order and was given the verbal directions
to make her 1860s Nun’s Habit. She also made the 
Marine uniform for Stuart Buncher.

Mother Mary Frances Schjonberg recently was awarded
an honorable mention for her video piece below on
Christ Church’s 2014 Memorial Day service. The
award was presented during the annual Episcopal Com-
municators organization’s Polly Bond Awards for out-
standing communications efforts in 2014.

The judge who gave the
award noted that “the video
looks great …music is
mixed nicely …the concept
is great … the piece is a
perfect length.” The award
came in the Video-Short
Form Ultra Low Budget cat-
egory (the ultra low budget
qualification means less
than $250 was spent in pro-
duction).

The video remains accessi-
ble from our web site.

Memorial Weekend Service

We participated in the annual conference
held this year at  Cherry Hill NJ in June.
This year we were part of a conference 

session entitled, “What the Ghosts Tell Us: Preserving
New Jersey Churchyards”. The panel members were 
Dr. Richard Veit, Rick Geffken, Trevor Kirkpatrick,
and parish historian Bob Kelly. The theme of our 
presentation, which is on our web site, was the 
Christ Church graveyard as an example of 
thoughtful preservation and detailed information 
about many aspects of the graveyard.

NJHT History Conference

4



Jersey History in this grade. This year about 55 students came to the church led by their teacher
Mr. Rooney. Reverend Lisa Mitchell and parish 

historian Bob Kelly described the rich history of the

church and the special
aspects of the historic
church building. Deacon
Magdalena Aders gave
the students a special
treat by portraying 
Florence Hazard and
telling the story of the
Hazard family, one if the
most prominent families
in Shrewsbury in the 
late 19th century.

Shrewsbury Boro School Fourth Graders Visit Christ Church

On June 28th
the parish
held its Star

Spangled Celebra-
tion. The festivities
included costumed
portrayals of indi-
viduals interred in
the graveyard by
members of the
Dead Actors’ Guild
and a performance
of patriotic songs by
the Chorus of the Atlantic. These elements were 
integrated into the regular Sunday service. Afterwards

in the parish house, Parish Historian Bob Kelly gave a
presentation regarding our graveyard focusing on the 
elements and importance of preservation as well as the
information we know about many of the interees that
reveals aspects of our past history and community.

Independence Day Service

Patrice Thornton as Florence Hazard

Chorus of the AtlanticBob Honecker as Benjamin Lippincott
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In January 2014 the parish was awarded two grantstied to storm damage repair and resiliency. These
grants were for Historic Sites and included both 

the Church (and graveyard) ($150K) and the Rectory
($122K) located about ¼ mile east of the church on
Sycamore Avenue. These grants are from the Federal
government and administered by the New Jersey 

Historic Trust. The grants were motivated by Superstorm
Sandy and will enable preservation and protection 
of the sites due to damage from Sandy and for future
similar storms. The grants include a full condition
assessment and then construction work adhering to 
historic preservation standards.

Sandy Disaster Relief Grants (SDRG)

SDRG sign at Church SDRG sign at Rectory

AERIAL FOOTAGE - Aerial footage of the church and graveyard were taken in the Fall. The plan is to create several polished videos

that include interviews, still photos, music and narration. A simple initial video has been put together and is accessible on our web

site christchurchshrewsbury.org. 6

Aerial Video of the Church and Graveyard



At the annual SHS party several portrayals of
individuals interred in our graveyard were 
performed. These portrayals were done by

members of the parish’s Dead Actor’s Guild. Dorothy
Manson, first woman Mayor of Shrewsbury, was 
portrayed by her daughter Robin Blair; Louise Jost,
founder of the SHS, was portrayed by Judi Buncher;
Benjamin Lippincott, 19th century adventurer in 
California and pioneer of its statehood, was portrayed
by Robert Honecker.

Shrewsbury Historical Society Party

The new historic Rose Meditation Garden was
dedicated in October. The HRMG is a joint 
effort of the church and the Shrewsbury Garden

Club. The Garden features Historic Roses donated by
the Historic Rose Foundation and complementary 
horticulture. It also has several old gravemarkers and 
a beautiful garden bench. In the future there will be

places for memorial tributes and for the interment 
of ashes.

A brochure describing the HRMG in more detail is 
on the parish web site in the Cemetery section. (There
is also a new brochure about the Graveyard in general
on the same web site page.)

Historic Rose Meditation Garden (HRMG)
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Members of the Dead Actors Guild at an earlier Costumed
Graveyard Tour



If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our monthly Parish Newsletter, the Crown, 
please also contact the parish historian. 

Feel free to share this History Newsletter with others who may be interested. 

If you wish to be removed from the newsletter distribution list please reply to this e-mail requesting that.

We again joined our Shrewsbury Four Corners
partners in offering the Lantern Tour of
Christ Church, the Allen House, the

Friends Meeting House, and the Presbyterian Church.
This year the tour was sold out with over 200 visitors
enjoying the enormous history right here in their
midst.

Lantern Tour 2015

In the Autumn TaylorCavanaugh a dual History
and Anthropology major at

Monmouth University worked
at the parish for her senior
thesis. The thesis focused on
the evolution of the iconogra-
phy of 18th century grave-
markers and the underlying
causes. Taylor postulated that
the changes in grave inscrip-
tions was due more to the changing cultural mores 
than to changing emphases and approaches to 
religious and liturgical interpretation.

Taylor presented the results of her research at the
Shrewsbury Historical Society on January 7th. Her
presentation and paper are accessible through the
parish web site.

Graveyard Research
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