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Dear Friends, 

 

Know your story. Live it boldly. Words I have been hearing and thinking about a lot lately; they are the constant 

mantra of Bishop Stokes. If there is one thing that he brings home to the clergy and people of New Jersey every 

chance he gets, it is that each one of us has a Faith Story. And each one is an important story.  

 

When I was a teenager, I joined the youth choir at the First Baptist Church in my hometown. In my neck of the 

country, that is where all the action was on a Sunday night! Along with enjoying the singing, I began to hear the 

“testimonies” of other teens. Being a Roman Catholic, this experience was something strange and new to me. 

But I was impressed. Especially with the story after story of how Christ had changed people’s lives from a way 

of destruction and sin (drinking, drugs, and inappropriate sexual encounters seemed to top the list) to the joyful 

life of a believer. It was quite inspirational. And intimidating! For I did not have a story like that. No horrible 

thing had really happened to me. No gutter to climb out of. Just a very nice family with what seemed to me to 

be a very normal teenage life. It might seem odd, but I would sometimes wish that something bad had happened 

to me, so I could give a good, moving testimony! Instead, I remained silent; I didn’t think my simple story 

really mattered much. 

 

Well, those feelings are long gone! I have come to appreciate that every story is an important story. The reality? 

My story does resonate with others. There are many who will know it intimately. And so I began to not only 

know my story, but to claim it as my own: to live it boldly. 

 

You have a story, too. How you have felt the presence of God in your life. Where you have found meaning and 

purpose. What the community of faith has meant to you.  Times when you have just known that Christ is here – 

and he is here for you. That is all it is. As simple, or as complicated as that. Your story is your own, and our part 

as Christians is simply to know and honor our own stories and share them with others. Our part is to ask others 

to share their stories with us and to boldly claim them, too. Our part is simply to listen, to share, and to welcome 

them to join our journey of discovering our Lord. This is the heart of that dreaded word “evangelism”. This is 

the heart of an Easter Faith. 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will read about an event we at Christ Church are planning. It is an event 

designed to invite others to join us. To hear their stories, and tell our own. To honor each person as Christ 

honors them, and to share the news that all are welcome into the Household of Faith, there is a place for 

everyone at the table of our Lord. 

 

I hope you will choose to be involved with our “Pride” weekend on June 4th and 5th. We plan some very 

special things to welcome our greater community to come and take pride in their own, unique stories. Pray for 

us as we let families know that this is their church, too, and their story just might not be so different from our 

own.  

 

Above all: I urge you to consider your own walk of faith. The times and places where God has met you and you 

have felt the movement of the Spirit.  I urge you, “Know Your Story. Live It Boldly.” 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+                      

 


