
“But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  

God’s mercies never come to an end….” 

The Book of Lamentations, chapter 3 verses 21-22 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On the first weekend of June, the congregation of Christ Church rose to the challenge of hosting 

our first ever Pride Weekend. From the time I first announced this new endeavor, I was so very 

overwhelmed by the response of our members: the first meeting was filled with enthusiasm, 

ideas, and well…..pride! Proud to stand in solidarity and support with our brothers and sisters in 

the LGBTQ community. Proud to be working out the mission of the gospel to especially stand 

with anyone who has felt like an outcast. Proud of our community of faith, that feels compelled 

by the love of God to be there for one another. For in Christ Jesus we are truly one.  

 

It was exactly one week later that I awoke early on a Sunday morning to the news that there was 

something going on at an Orlando nightclub. As I left for church I did not know much more than 

the news that twenty persons had died there. We quickly added them to our Prayers of the 

People. When I returned home later in the day, I was stunned (as I am sure you were, too) to 

learn of the extent of the onslaught of violence and the horrors that occurred inside the nightclub 

known as Pulse. Having experienced such a joyful two-day celebration of Pride just the week 

before, it reminded me of both how far we have come – and how far we still have to go. It made 

me wonder just what it will take for us as a society, as a people, and as a nation, to stand up for 

what is right and to say without hesitation, “This is enough!” And it has inevitably inhabited my 

thoughts and invaded my daily prayers. 

 

On the Saturday after the massacre at Pulse, we hosted a special Mass on the Grass in which we 

remembered those who had perished. The people assembled took turns reading each name as a 

bell tolled. We prayed. We sang. Some cried. We thought of those who knew, loved, and lost 

precious friends, children, spouses, and lovers. It was a small offering. But isn’t Hope made up 

of such small offerings? I know our congregation will continue to keep our commitment to 

justice for all persons and love for all people. I know we will continue to work, pray, and seek 

ways to engage our community as we stand against violence and stand alongside any who suffer 

from prejudice, fear, and ignorance. In other words: we will continue to be Christ present in our 

world. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to make our Pride Event a lovely, thoughtful 

experience. Among those who participated in hosting and readying the Parish House and Church 

were Madna Aubrey and Ellie Bates, Dory Coe and Gail Reilly, Sue Napoletano, Laura Stroebel, 

Georgette King, Walter Dein, Kate DiLiberto, Danielle Lauterwasser, Margaret Southward, 

Matthew White, and Deacon Bill Balmer.  A very special thank you to Father Bill Burt who had 

a Eucharist at the Parade site on Sunday morning, to Chris Psolka and the Saint Gregory’s Choir 

who had absolutely amazing music for us on Sunday morning, and to Brother Richard Bernecki 

who brought special Taize music to our Mass on the Grass Vigil Remembrance. And a heartfelt 



congratulations to visitor Colleen Werner, who won our raffle at the event for most nearly 

guessing the number of candies in the jar! I hope I have not inadvertently left anyone unnamed. 

 

I know that we will continue to ponder over these events and pray for the people of Pulse. And 

for all who still feel that they are on the outside and who continue to battle to be recognized with 

dignity and honor simply for who they are.  May we, as the church of Jesus Christ, do all in our 

power to uphold our brothers and sisters, pray for peace, and work for justice – for such is the 

kingdom of God. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+  

 


