
A funny thing happened on the beach of Cape May…… 
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Picture it: A beautifully sunny week at GFS (Girls Friendly Society) Camp studying all the aspects of 

STEWARDSHIP: Becoming Care Bears. We arrive at the local beach around 9:30 on a Thursday morning for 

an unconventional worship session. When I assure the Beach Attendant that we will be done before 10:00a.m. 

(the time when the beach is officially open for business, and one must show proof of the proper beach tag), she 

looks at me rather skeptically, but allows us through. 

 

I was finishing up a guided beach meditation based on John 6.1-13, the account of Jesus feeding the multitude 

of 5,000 with only five barley loaves and two fishes, courtesy of a small boy, when just on the periphery of my 

range of vision, I notice the Attendant lurking nearby – a little too close for comfort. It was getting close to 10, 

so I hurried the girls up off their towels, knowing that she would be asking to see our tags (which we did not 

have) or asking us to leave. 

 

But I was wrong! It seems that “Elaine” (the Beach Attendant who then introduced herself to me) had overheard 

the scripture reading and had come closer to listen in. She told me that she had been to the very place on the Sea 

of Galilee where it is said that this event in our Lord’s life took place, and she was captivated by the meditation. 

When I shared with her that I had recently been to Israel myself, a lengthy conversation ensued; it seems that 

Israel is one of those experiences that transcends time and place and instantly connects people in ways one 

would never expect – especially on a Cape May beach! 

 

I also shared with my new friend Elaine the news I will now share with my Christ Church family: another trip to 

Israel is in the works! This time, the Reverend Ophelia Laughlin (of St. Georges by the River, Rumson) and I 

will be leading a trip with folks from our two congregations. We are in the very beginning of our plans, but the 

tentative dates are March 1-10, 2017. Many of you know that Ophelia and I roomed together on the trip I took 

there earlier this year; we had such a marvelous time of it that when she asked if I would like to lead a trip with 

her I immediately agreed. I am so very excited about this opportunity to return – and I think doing so with 

another congregation will be a phenomenal experience. 

 

So start thinking about it now. Circle your calendar and start saving your dollars. If you have never been, this 

will be a perfect trip for you. And if you have been before, I know you will be excited to give it another go. I 

know I am! More information and details will be coming very soon.  

 

And did I forget to mention it? My new best Cape May friend, Beach Attendant Elaine, simply smiled at our 

girls and waved us all through the next time we entered the beach, with nary a question about our beach tags. 

Like the multiplication of the loaves and fishes, Gods blessings seem to multiply all the time.  

 

Peace, 

 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 


