
2016 RECTOR’S REPORT  
 

“Bless, O God, the food we eat, and if there be any poor creature hungry of thirsty walking along the road, 

send them in to us that we can share the food with them just as you share your gifts with all of us.” 

Traditional Irish Grace 

 

Every week we meet to worship and pray – and at the center of it all is the eucharistic feast of bread and wine. 

We gather at our common table to fellowship, to comfort, to encourage, to strengthen our faith. And the best 

part is that there is plenty for all. The best part is that all are welcome. The best part is our Lord takes our simple 

hands and hearts and minds and uses them to feed others, too. Don’t you simply love this community of faith? 

Don’t you want to share it with all the world?  

 

This is the twentieth Annual Report I have submitted to Christ Church. That’s a lot of reporting! This time, I 

found my mind particularly drawn to those who are not church members, but those with whom we share our 

Faith Experience during the year – “those we can share our food with, just as God shares gifts with us”.  

 

I thought of the four Boy & Cub Scout Troops that came to visit our parish and learn about our history. We 

even hosted an inner-faith dialogue with one group, which I was pleased to moderate – with a Protestant, 

Roman Catholic, Jew, and Hindu explaining their common connections in Faith. I thought of the Fourth Grade 

Classes of Shrewsbury Boro School who also came to spend a morning in our church and graveyard. The 

Lantern Tour, Weekend at Old Monmouth, the special Fourth of July at the Allen House with citizens 

visiting with us (some even climbing the clock tower), and the Monmouth County Genealogical Society who 

held a meeting here, too. We even designed a special Bell Tower Basket to benefit The Foundation for 

Shrewsbury Education; the school was absolutely delighted with our contribution to the greater community. 

And I had such fun joining Meg Bernhardt’s Women’s Study Class at Brookdale to discuss Women in 

Leadership in Faith Communities. 

 

We are always finding ways to invite our community to join us. I was so very pleased that we held our first ever 

Pride Weekend in June; a small start, but I found myself a bit “proud’ of our own parishioners and their warm 

welcoming ways. I also believe that in a small way, it helped us process the attack at the Pulse Nightclub the 

following week. The work we do here is indeed important. I smile when I think about our “Mass on the 

Grass”; this year Brother Richard introduced our outdoor congregation to the beautifully haunting melodies of 

Taize music and we did “circular worship” with shared homilies (and did you know we even had a baptism 

alfresco?) And the loveable gathering at the Blessing of the Animals. What wonderful gifts to our community. 

Did you come and experience Redeem Her with us? A ministry that assists women coming out of drug 

rehabilitation and/or incarceration, they sold dresses in our Parish House to raise funds and awareness (I know I 

came home with several!). 

 

I am so thankful to our YFI Ministry and the work of Seeing is Believing. Young families are joining us and 

finding Christ Church a wonderfully nurturing place. This year we hosted our first Halloween Party in several 

years (thanks so very much to GFS with whom we could not have done it!); we had nearly 60 people attend. 

Even more attended our third annual Blessing of Stockings, in which Jen Cravens bravely took on the masses. 

 

We also take “The Christ Church Experience” with us in many diverse places. This year Martha’s Cupboard 

began the work of expansion; our food program has gone from a once a month experience to once a week, 

offering art classes, game days, and health education. A big thank you to Deacon Bill Balmer for tackling this. 

We are still selling the Cranes, so wonderfully crafted by Christina Alfano; proceeds to support this important 

ministry. We are sharpening our focus on Covenant House, with another Day at the Beach, Christmas Outreach 

Project, and supporting the Sleep Out (I expect to see even more involvement with them this next year). Our 

Lenten Project raised money for Socks for Refugees to St. Paul within the Walls (Rome). We amassed 

Backpacks for School Children, collected and sent Toys to needy children at Christmas, and rang the bells 

at the Salvation Army Kettle. 



 

There are so many other things to tell you about – but it is time for me to close out this report. I must! – as I am 

preparing to leave shortly on a sabbatical for which I am profoundly thankful. But do read about all the 

ministries, fundraisers, educational enterprises captured in this Annual Report. See the exciting work done 

through the SDRG and the Walkways Project. Take a look at the wondrous giving you all have done through for 

this next year; I cannot wait to see what God has in store for us. 

 

But I cannot end it without mentioning a couple goodbyes”. The first to Reverend Mary Frances Schjonberg 

who left us in October; she was a wonderful addition to our staff and has become a much-valued friend to me. I 

do hope she will surprise you with a Sunday or two at the altar while I am gone. But most of all, I bid a still 

very sad farewell to our beloved Gerry Marengo who died suddenly in March. Words cannot say how much I 

miss him; I know you do, too. He was a faithful and faith-filled member of this Church and truly a Treasurer 

with a heart of gold. I also cannot tell you how blessed we are to have Dave Regiec so graciously volunteer to 

take on the work of Treasurer after Gerry’s untimely death; Dave’s willingness to step in and his ability to 

quickly find his own way has been a real gift to this parish. 

 

What a wonderful parish we have! Lots of folks are being “fed” with the good news of Christ. We are 

constantly sharing the Bread of Heaven, our Lord Jesus Christ, in so many ways that I am sure I must have 

forgotten a few. And of course, I know you share him wherever you go: as you speak a kind word, stand up for 

a person with no voice, bring food to a neighbor, pray for the sick and dying.  

 

May we live this year in the shadow of God’s magnificent grace. May we never forget that what we receive 

each week at the Lord’s Table is meant not only for us, but for the whole world. May our daily prayer be 

nothing more, nothing less than this: “Bless, O God, the food we eat, and if there be any poor creature hungry 

of thirsty walking along the road, send them in to us that we can share the food with them just as you share your 

gifts with all of us.” 

 
Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+  

 


