
World Café: 

“A rose by any other name would smell as sweet!” 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

On the very last morning of my recent trip to the University of the South in Sewanee (where as EFM 

Coordinator for the Diocese of New Jersey I attended a special conference) I had a startling epiphany! 

One of the members at my table, an experienced Trainer, began to share with us about an exciting, innovative 

new concept they are developing called World Café.  

 

Here is how he described it: You assemble people at several tables. At each table there is someone who 

moderates the discussion (about whatever topic is at hand) and writes down each idea. Then the group from that 

table moves to another table and you begin again – adding to the list of ideas that are being brainstormed. 

Afterwards you gather up all the ideas that have been generated and begin putting them together into one, 

coherent whole.  

 

I sat in stunned silence (I know, this sounds highly unusual). Then I composed myself and said, “Goodness! 

That is exactly what we just did in my parish!” I then began to explain to my breakfast companions what we had 

called “Pentecost Conversations”. Sure, there were some differences. We used four circles of chairs, rather than 

tables. We had two facilitators and a scribe in each circle. And instead of people moving from table to table, we 

moved the circle leaders.  

 

There were many questions. What were the topics? ~ how we minister to those outside of the church: Martha’s 

Cupboard, Covenant House, Community Connections, and Anything Goes. How did it go over? ~ we had 

enthusiastic participants who seemed to really enjoy it. What did you do next? ~ the Vestry had just met to go 

over all the results, sort through themes and ideas, and group them together. 

 

And then I told them the next step was the putting together of a brochure that captures where the heart of the 

people of Christ Church is right now. That brochure should be ready to mail out to all of you in the next 

Quarterly Letter and Statement.  

 

Pentecost Conversations. World Café. Whatever you may call it, it was a wonderful exercise for our 

congregation – as sweet as a rose. And it was so very helpful for the Vestry and Church Leaders to hear first-

hand from you. So many good ideas surfaced among us. It seemed that as one person raised a concern or an new 

idea, others piggybacked right onto it. We received input that would have been impossible for us to get on our 

own, which is precisely why we need each other, is precisely why we do church together. Together through us, 

the Holy Spirit works.  

 

I am not sure exactly where all of this will lead (or should I say, where the Spirit will lead us through this). But I 

do know that we have gained a new and vibrant vision of what our congregation can be and what we can do. 

Right here in Monmouth County. You and me. And I believe we are ready to go wherever it is our Lord leads 

us. Thank you for your honesty, your creativity, your faithfulness. We are indeed a World Café. 

 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+  

 


