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Did you miss the Annual meeting?  
Copies of the Annual Report are available in the Parish Office. 

 

2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 
 

 

THE MISSION OF CHRIST CHURCH… 

“Christ Church: A community committed to exploring the reality of God in today’s world.” 

 

 

Adopted by the Vestry 2012 
 
 
 



 

2017 RECTOR’S REPORT  
 

 

“There is no one way of being a priest.” 

 – Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams 
 
 

“There is no one way of being a priest.” Those were the first words in a book that Deacon Cuff gave me this 

past year to read called On Being a Priest Today. Those words immediately captured my interest, for when you 

are in a vocation such as mine, one can begin to second guess just how one does one’s job (and indeed, just 

what that job is supposed to be). There is often a temptation to look around at other members of the clergy and 

measure ourselves accordingly – which never ends well! – for after all, there is no one way of being a priest. 

That is something that is taking me a lifetime to really learn. One thing I am infinitely grateful for is that I have 

spent the bulk of my journey learning how to do this “priest thing” with you, my beloved Christ Church parish. 
 

And what a year this has been to reflect on my ministry among you! I loved 2017. Certainly for me it was one 

wave after another of refreshment, renewal and then revisioning our ministry together at Christ Church. It 

started out in January with a wonderfully refreshing sabbatical. I took my first ever on-my-own excursion to 

explore the wonders of the Galapagos Islands (check one off of my bucket list!), followed by a week in our  

Companion Diocese of Ecuador Littoral where I attended their Diocesan Convention and visited several 

parishes we had assisted after the earthquake there. In March I joined some of our parishioners, along with those 

of St. George’s, Rumson, to make my second pilgrimage to Israel. But much of my time on sabbatical was used 

quietly at the Rectory: working on our Stewardship Program for the year, designing and putting together the 

chasuble for the Creation Season (also on my bucket list) and getting lots and lots of reading and reflection 

done. I came back feeling like a brand-new priest! 
 

And yet I am not. This summer was the 20th anniversary of my call to Christ Church and my 27th year as a 

priest. Which has also given me a lot on which to reflect. The parish surprised me with a celebration in August, 

and I was particularly pleased to see donations made to the Father Mainer Fund to continue his ministry among 

the poorest of our poor. Those funds are quickly being depleted, and as they enable me to do my priestly 

ministry to the most needy, that Fund is at the top of my agenda for this new year. Thank you to all who 

contributed. 
 

It is hard for me to believe that I have been in Shrewsbury this long (and perhaps for some of you, as well!) 

As I stand in the narthex of the church every Sunday greeting people, I sometimes look up at the two marble 

slabs on the wall and find it quite astonishing that I am moving up the ranks as one of the longest tenured 

rectors here. It doesn’t seem quite possible. I still feel the same excitement as I did on that summer day when I 

walked up the driveway towards the Parish House for the first time. And believe it or not, I still have far too 

many ideas about what I would like for us as a community of faith.  
 

Many new things are upon us: from the monthly Race Conversations to a new Covenant House facility being 

opened this month in Asbury Park, from the growing of our families with young children (Seeing is Believing) 

to the rebuilding of our Youth Program…..it is, as one parishioner is fond of saying “all good”. It is all good. 
 

What is it to be a priest? What is the job description and duties? How does one measure how one is doing and 

where one is going next? I’m not exactly sure, but I will let you know when I find out. What I do know is that it 

is a journey I do not make alone; I can only do so within the context of a community of faith. And I cannot 

imagine a better place to be. So enjoy this annual report – it is OUR annual report, reminding us of where we 

have been, and helping us to dream of where we would like to go next. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+ 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home 

address, email address or any phone number(s).  

Let us know so we can also keep our 

records/database up to date.  Please send us an 

email or call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.  

 

Email Address change: 
 

Lynn Marengo: 

Cjmarengo88@gmail.com 

 

In Requim: 
Robert Cashion 

6/26/1930 – 1/23/2018 
 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed 

rest in peace, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Amen 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 
(*) indicates member of CCS 

 

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Cassie Reagan, *Phil Ryser, *Rick, *Diane, *Zack 

Roberts, *Heidi Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, 

*Dianne, *Sarah Schmid, *Pete and Jill Biddle, 

*Joan, *MiMi Brown, *Christina Shin, *Perky 

Cameron, *Sue Napoletano, *Chris Balas, *Marion 

Phillips, *Susan Sellers, Michael Schiavo, Patrick 

Donohoe, Jake, Loren James, John Veil, Jennifer 

Turner, Debbie Ambrogio, Pam, Ana Cisneros, Ian 

Hay, Mark Schiavo, Breanne, Chuck, Anne, Cindy 

and John,  John and John David Meade, Reverend 

Milton Holmes, Trevin,  William Emerson, Ava, 

Jay Czarnecki, Becky Cuthbert, Pete, Sue, Joan 

Hall, Lucy, Dory Reagan, Adam David, Charie 

Miller, Richard Brugger Sr., Alexandra, Sally 

Cooper, Lucy, Harriet Clare Shaner, Roy, Katie, 

Anella, Antonia Malone, Leigh and Richard 

Polhemus, Sam Nativo, Stan Thornton, Charlotte 

Spencer, Sherri, Pat Rivenes, Eileen Borden, Phyllis 

Tetley, Barbara, Bill Allen, Donna, Mary, Pik, 

Nancy Erickson, Erin Brugger, Bart Bezyack, 

Nathan, Natalie, Ardith Veres, JoAnn Veres, 

Ophelia†, Arnese, Phyllis and Richard Tetly, 

Celeste Bonura, James Caparoso, Nan, Tom, Jan, 

Heather Cuff, Tony DiNocera, Rick, Jane Lynch, 

Peggy, Pat Boldt, Craig Geer, Robert (Bob) Van 

Valkenburgh, those affected by the wildfires in 

California, Vuyi, Joe., and for all who serve our 

country here and abroad, especially Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Dennis, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

A Great Big Thank You to all of you who helped 

take down the wreaths, garlands, etc. from our 

Christmas celebrations.    

Phyllis Edwards, Altar Guild Directress 

 

Our Annual Parish Meeting was held Sunday, 

January 28th.  We had a wonderful turnout and a 

fabulous Covered dish brunch followed.  Thank you 

to all who helped to make the meeting a great 

success.  Special thanks to all who helped with the 

brunch, set up/clean up and supplying delicious 

dishes to share.   At the end of our meeting we 

pulled the winning Calendar Cash Date! 

 

Congrats to our Calendar Ca$h Game 

winners 

Mark and Colleen Roth 
 

The winning date - February 22 (their anniversary)! 

Total cash income from sold dates was $805.00   

The Roth’s generously donated their percentage of 

winnings ($402.50) back to Christ Church.  Thank 

you Mark and Colleen for your donation! 

 

If you missed the meeting but would like a copy of 

the annual report stop by the office to pick one up. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

     Super Bowl Sunday - February 4   

The Christ Church SUPER BOWL Challenge!!!! 

Which team are you rooting for? 

Place your “cash vote” ($1.00 = 1 vote) in your 

teams bucket on your way out of church.  We will 

tally the votes and see if our members can  

predict the correct outcome!  
 

  

Youth Group Prime 
This month YG′ is meeting on Sundays February 

4th right after the 10:00 service at the Coffee Hour. 

We will be burning the old palms in preparation for 

Ash Wednesday. Walter Dein has also invited  

Prime group to help him at 9:30 AM Sunday, Feb 

4th, help mix and bake the cakes and then help in 

serving the baked goods at coffee hour! 

We will meet again on February 18th at 5:30pm in 

the Parish House. Supper is always provided, 

however, if one of our families would like to bring 

supper, do let us know! Call or email the Church 

Office. 
 

Second Saturday Workday 
Please plan to join us on Saturday February 10th for 

our next work day. It takes more hands than you 

may realize, so your small part of an hour or two 

between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM is both important 

and greatly appreciated. This is also a good 

opportunity for those who need to earn community 

service credit. A simple and hot lunch will be 

provided. Thank you, Walter Dein, Second 

Saturday Chair Person 

 

2018 New Vestry Welcome Dinner and 

Retreat and Monthly Meeting  
 

Friday, February 9th, 6:00PM - Dinner  

At the home of Peggy James  

Saturday, Feb. 10
th

, 9am-2pm - Parish House 

 
Help the Altar Guild prepare for Lent:  
 

Please bring your palms from last year to church so 

they can be burned to make the ashes for Ash 

Wednesday.  There is a basket in the Narthex to 

hold them.  Thank You 

Girls Friendly Society 

The GFS will meet on Saturday, February 10th 

downstairs in the Book Room. We will be sewing 

pillows for Valentine’s Day. After that we will be 

going over to Brandywine to celebrate Valentine’s 

Day with the elderly. Details will be coming via 

email. On February 25th we are meeting after 

church in the Parish House for the lesson: “What 

makes a strong woman?” Come and see! 

 

Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast 

 

 “Looking for a last hurrah before Lent?  

Church School invites you to join us for  

 Mardi Gras Coffee Hour 

 Sunday, February 11th 

following the 10am church service. 

  Don’t forget to wear your beads!!! 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14th. 

 

Welcome, Diocesan Council! 
On Sunday, February 11th, we will have two very 

special visitors to Christ Church. Diocesan Council 

members Father Frank Hubbard and Paul Wolfgang 

will be with us for 10am worship, our Mardi Gras 

Pancake Breakfast, and then will spend some time 

with the staff and vestry. They are here to learn all 

about what is going on at Christ Church. So do 

greet them! Let them know who you are and what 

you do around Christ Church. And do feel free to 

ask them any questions you might have about their 

work with the Diocese. 

 

   Ash Wednesday Services 

    February 14, 2018 
 

7:00AM: Liturgy for Ash Wednesday 

9:30AM:  Liturgy for Ash Wednesday &  

Holy Eucharist - Reserved Sacrament 

7:00PM: Liturgy for Ash Wednesday &  

Holy Eucharist - Reserved Sacrament 



Peak-of-the-Week Peek  

 

Peaking with Lent Madness 
 

Ash Wednesday is February 14 this year. It's the 

beginning of Lent. Many people are not enamored 

of Lent. They see it, at best, as deadly dull— no 

flowers in church, no processions, dirgy music, 

giving up stuff. And guilt. Guilt for not embracing 

the season, guilt for embracing the season — a 

Lose-Lose situation. Well, WELCOME to Lent 

Madness! Lent Madness folks get into the 

penitential time of Lent with a purple passion of 

fun, frivolity, competition, silliness AND devotion, 

dedication, and dare I say — learning? It's all about 

discovering STUFF about some people we may not 

ever have heard of — Saints.   

    True sports devotees know about brackets and 

March Madness and that kind of thing. Lent 

Madness was unabashedly stolen from that world. 

And Peak of the Week is going to get into the nutty 

world of very tongue-in-cheek brackets of Saints 

against Saints vying for the coveted Golden Halo to 

be awarded in Holy Week. 

    Saintly Scorecards are available for just $1.00. 

Join us on Wednesdays for the Peak version of Lent 

Madness or play the "real" version every day on-

line.   

     Be a purple dyed-in-the-wool Episcopalian (or 

Lutheran or Roman Catholic or Baptist or 

Presbyterian, or Non) and take a Peak at Lent 

Madness this year. Try it —  you'll probably like it!  

    Starting Ash Wednesday in the library following 

the morning service in the church. 

 

 

The Conversation  
 

Have you noticed a new bulletin board display in 

the Parish House? Our thanks to Elaine Feyereisen 

who has made a place for us to communicate more 

effectively with the Parish. Do check it out!   
 

The Conversation on Race continues. We are still in 

search of a formal name, but until that time, we 

simply, well – continue! The next meeting is on 

Tuesday February 13th at 7:30pm at the Christ 

Church Rectory. You are welcome to come join us. 

 
 

 

Civil Discourse…..A Class and a 

Discussion 
“Lord, make us instruments of your peace.” 

I don’t know what you have planned for Lent, but 

here at Christ Church we are going to work on 

improving our Civil Discourse! Don’t we all know 

that we are a society much in need of this? Thank 

goodness for our Episcopal Church, for they have 

put together a 5 week course to help us learn how 

we can talk to each other – even when we disagree 

– particularly when we don’t agree – listening in a 

way that respects the dignity of each person and 

allows for the exchange of thoughts and ideas. I 

suspect this will be helpful not merely in church, 

but in almost every area of our lives. 

 

The “Discourse” begins on Sunday, February 18 

following the 10:00am. Meeting will be in the 

Library. You need bring nothing but an open mind – 

and do sign up to bring soup & bread for one of the 

Sundays. The course is 5 weeks long and will 

conclude on March 18.  Facilitators for the group 

are Bill and Deacon Vicki Cuff.  

 

An invite from Connie Goddard 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

On Monday evening, February 5, my AAUW friend 

Marian Wattenbarger and I will be doing a program 

about historian Marion Thompson Wright (author of 

1941 classic The Education of Negroes in New 

Jersey) and Marian Wright Edelman (founder of the 

Children's Defense Fund). The lives and careers of 

the two say much about the changing roles of (and 

challenges faced by) women during the 20th 

century. Please see the description of the program 

“Affairs of the Heart”  

 

The topic is compelling, Marian is delightful, and 

the sponsoring organization worthy. The program 

begins at 7 pm; it will be held at the Eatontown 

Community Center (on Route 71 just off Route 35). 

Come if you can. You just might learn something 

interesting! 

 

Cheers! Connie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Affairs of the Heart” 
Monday, February 5 

Eatontown Community Center 

72 Broad Street 
 

Networking – 7:00 PM 

Branch Meeting – 7:30 PM 

Program – 7:50 PM 
 

The costs and rewards of doing the work one was 

meant to do is the theme for our February meeting.  

Led by two of our members, Connie Goddard and 

Marian Wattenbarger, we will consider the lives and 

accomplishments of two extraordinary women who, 

incidentally, share two names.  Growing up in 

different eras and places – Jim Crow New Jersey 

and South Carolina as the Civil Rights Movement 

got underway respectively – Marion Thompson 

Wright (1902 - 1962) and Marian Wright Edelman 

(b. 1939) faced challenges common to all women 

who sought to define themselves and their role long 

before that became a norm.   
 

Both were responsible for significant firsts.  Wright, 

author of a standard-setting study, The Education of 

Negroes in New Jersey, had earlier been the first 

African-American woman to receive a doctorate in 

history from Teachers College, Columbia 

University.  Edelman, founder of the Children’s 

Defense Fund, was the first African-American 

woman to be admitted to the Mississippi bar; 

earlier, she had been one of the first African-

American woman to receive a law degree from 

Yale.   
 

The accomplishments of Wright and Edelman, and 

the personal struggles they faced to achieve them, 

tell other stories that speak to the influences of time, 

place and family on the course of our lives. 
 

As February is American Heart (Health) Month as 

well as Black History Month, members attending 

the meeting are asked to wear red as a nod to the 

American Heart Association’s “Go Red for 

Women” campaign with its message that heart 

disease is not only a man’s problem.   We will also 

hear brief remarks from a healthcare professional 

about maintaining a healthy heart. 
 

Come join us for an informative evening and some 

heart-healthy (and perhaps a few less so) 

refreshments!  

 

Presidents Day  

 
Monday, February 19th 

 

 

Caminar Sobre Las Aguas (Walking on 

Water) 
For Spanish speakers out there – whether seasoned 

or just getting started - we are thinking about 

starting a study group in Spanish. Caminar Sobre 

Las Aguas is a book written by Anthony de Mello, 

an Jesuit priest and psychotherapist from India, who 

wrote several books on spirituality and hosted 

numerous spiritual retreats and conferences. His 

books are easy, accessible, and thought-provoking. 

If you are interested in joining the group, please see 

Mother Lisa. 

 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

Get your Irish On and Mark Your Calendar! 

 
A Christ Church parishioner asks 

“Just what shall we do for St. Pat’s?” 

On Corn Beef we will dine 

Raise some ale and some wine 

To the tunes of the Kilkenny Cats! 
 

Mark your calendar for 6:00pm on Saturday 

evening, March 17th, for a lively evening of food, 

drink and the stirring Celtic music of the Kilkenny 

Cats! 

 
 



 
Diocesan Convention is a time when representatives 

from around our diocese gather to share in the 

polity of the Church, upholding the common 

mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Christ Church Deputies will be attending the 234
th

 

Convention which will be held at the Crowne Plaza, 

2349 Marlton Pike West, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 on 

March 2-3, 2018 

 

 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

We are currently working on an updated 2018 

Directory.  Please let the office know if you have 

had any contact information changes:  address, 

phone, email, etc.  We hope to go to print the end of 

the month.   

 
 
Calling all GREEN THUMBS!! 

 
 

Do you like to garden and learn more about organic 

vegetable gardening?  Christ Church is reserving a 

plot in the Shrewsbury Community Garden across 

the street.  If you would like to get in on the 

“ground” floor of a new ministry, now is the time to 

help “grow” a program of outreach.  Youth and all 

prospective gardeners welcome.  

 

Contact Kim Roberts-Honecker at: 

kimroberts05@gmail.com   or 732-530-7451 

 

if you have ideas, plants, interest or information you 

would like to share.  Look for new of a meeting to 

help “plant” a program.   

 

 
 
 

Seeing is believing:            
Experiences of the Holy for Parent and Child 
takes place on the second Sunday of every month at 

10:00am in the Parish Hall. This is different from 

any regular Church School classroom for it centers 

in parent and child learning right alongside each 

other. Together they explore faith matters that they 

can also take with them to experience in their own 

homes.   
 

Epiphany Pageant Finale 
 

BBBrrrrr! It was cold on January 7! But all the 

stalwart players were at the church on time and 

rarin' to go. Gabriel "flew" in, Raj came from an 

hour away, Jeff came from even farther — what 

troupers!! It was a super terrific Epiphany Pageant 

and I can't thank all who participated and helped 

enough. Thank you all so very much. 
 

And the party after — a great culmination for sure. 

The King Cakes, baked by Carla Navallo and 

Colleen Roth were tasty and loaded with "things". 

Thank you to both the bakers. 
 

    To keep the fun rolling into New Year's 

Epiphany celebration these are the people who got 

"things" in their slices of King Cake — ABBY 

MURPHY got a BABY! That means she is the 

maker of a King Cake for next year (don't worry, I 

have several recipes that I'll share). VIVIAN 

VOLMER got a PENNY! That means that Vivian is 

tasked with making that penny grow into 

$1.00.There are many creative ways to do that. If 

she's stumped, just ask me, or Mother Lisa, for 

some ideas. And now, even though this is going to 

look like a fixed deal, it's not! At the party, who got 

a BEAN? Donna. Who got a GOLD 

BEAD? Donna.  The BEAN means that I am 

MC/host for next year's party. The GOLD BEAD 

means that I need to write a poem about Christmas 

or Epiphany for next year. Who got a THIMBLE? 

Donna. The THUMBLE means that I need to sew 

something for charity. HMMMM. Oh, I have just 

the perfect project for that. Obviously, Donna ate a 

lot of King Cake. And nibbling on a left-over piece 

of cake at home, who found a BABY? Donna!  
   

    The poems that were written by members of the 

church school were terrific. Mark Roth wrote two 

poems that were simply lovely and moving and 

inspiring. 
 

    Thank you all for a very memorable Epiphany 

celebration at Christ Church Shrewsbury, 2018.    

mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com


 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Thank you for all that you did to make this happen 

for homeless kids in Asbury Park! We are all so 

very grateful. 
  

Warmly, 

Sue 

 

Dreams Do Come True for Homeless Youth 

In Asbury Park: 
  

Ribbon Cutting of the Covenant House 

New Jersey Rights Of Passage Program   
  
  
On January 17, 2018 Covenant House New Jersey 

along with Interfaith Neighbors celebrated the 

opening of their new Rights of Passage program, a 

transitional living program for homeless youth.The 

snow didn't stop over 100 supporters, community 

partners and local and state government officials 

from cutting the ribbon of its brand new building 

which will house 5 young men who were 

experiencing homelessness in Asbury Park.  

  

For the past 7 years, Covenant House outreach 

workers have been on the streets of Asbury Park, 

providing food, clothing, counseling, and comfort 

for homeless and at risk youth. 

  

"The young people we have met and helped on the 

streets in Asbury Park over the past seven years are 

incredibly strong and resilient and have inspired us 

to do more,” said Covenant House New Jersey 

Executive Director Jim White.  “And so when our 

friends at Interfaith Neighbors approached us with 

an opportunity to provide permanent, stable 

housing, we welcomed the opportunity to partner 

with them to serve more young people and provide 

them with the services they need and deserve. 

Today, we pause to celebrate all that we have 

accomplished together." 

  

Paul McEvily of Interfaith Neighbors said "The 

Covenant House Rights of Passage  facility in 

Asbury Park is a both a blessing and and a 

wonderful opportunity for young adults in our area. 

It is a much needed asset within our West Side 

Community. We are looking forward to further 

collaboration with Covenant House and the next 

phase, Rights Of Passage II".  

  

Impact 100 Jersey Coast is a local philanthropic 

group that funds projects which impacts 

underserved populations in Monmouth County. 

Impact's members provided a grant which helped to 

fund the Rights Of Passage program. Several area 

women from Impact 100 were present to celebrate 

the opening. "It was a beautiful and meaningful 

ceremony", said Suzy Gilbert, Chair of the Children 

and Families Grant Review Committee with Impact 

100 Jersey Coast. "To see the human spirit shine 

through every person " in the tent" was not 

something I will soon forget. We all have it in us to 

bring happiness to another person. What an honor to 

be part of the process".  

  

Covenant House International President Kevin 

Ryan who was also a part of the ribbon cutting said 

"What a great day! The opening of our newest 

Covenant House in Asbury Park, a dream seven 

years ago, today is a reality for young people 

leaving homelessness behind. Thank you to 

everyone who made today possible". 

  

For more information on the opening of this new 

home of help and hope for homeless youth contact: 

  

Janette Scrozzo, Covenant House New Jersey, 

office 973-477-7114 or cell, 973-477-

7114 Jscrozzo@covenanthouse.org 

 
 

 
 

 

tel:(973)%20477-7114
tel:(973)%20477-7114
tel:(973)%20477-7114
mailto:Jscrozzo@covenanthouse.org


MONMOUTH COUNTY GRANT 
 

We have been notified by the Monmouth County 

Historical Commission that we were successful in 

our application for a grant for 2018. This 

application was for rebuilding of two seriously 

deteriorating chimneys on the Rectory.  

 

 
ONE OF THE RECTORY CHIMNEYS TO BE REBUILT 

 

The awarded grant is for $5200. This requires a 1:1 

match by the parish. Usually the maximum amount 

awarded is $5000 but due to limited eligible 

applications, slightly more was awarded. Work will 

be performed when the weather improves. 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Stories of Christ Church History  

 by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

      Parish Historian 

 

Did You Know about our Anniversary 

celebrations? 

 

Organizations that have been in existence for some 

time often reflect upon their histories as certain 

milestones are marked. The United States did so in 

1976 and New Jersey did so on the 350
th

 

anniversary of its founding in 2014. Numerous 

organizations are currently commemorating World 

War I at 100 years. Here at Christ Church we have 

done the same recently for the 275
th

 anniversary of 

our Charter with the Images of Christ Church 

exhibit. We have also completed a celebration of 

the 300
th

 anniversary of our Vinegar Bible with a 

variety of events.  

 

Further in the past we have had a considerable 

number of celebrations, both modest and 

significant. These have mostly been related to the 

Founding of the Parish in 1702 and the laying of the 

cornerstone of our present church building in 1769. 

Most recently in this category was our 2002 

tercentenary celebration led by Jim Miller with a 

yearlong set of events and activities. But prior to 

that there were anniversaries for the parish 

Founding at 200, 225, 235, 250, and 275 years. 

(There may have been one in 1802 but we have no 

record of this.) For the Church Building there were 

celebrations on its 100
th

, 175
th

 and 200
th

 

anniversary. (There was no marking of its 225
th

 

anniversary in 1994 and maybe because of that, the 

building threw a tantrum and tried to collapse two 

years later!) 

 

Of course, if you have been counting on your 

fingers and toes, you know that 2019 is the Church 

Building’s 250
th

 anniversary which we would be 

wise to celebrate given the apparent risk of not 

doing so. We have a year to plan for this and we are 

in good position to do so. The building is in good 

condition and has received proper attention in 

recent years aided due to substantial grants and 

parishioner donations to capital campaigns. The 

Manson bequest will aid us in doing this for the 

church with the ceiling repair being a key element 

in 2018. 

 

Here is some information and a couple of artifacts 

about two previous Church building celebrations. 

 

Morning and Evening prayer services were held on 

July 21, 1869. Bishop Odenheimer attended and 

gave an address. The attendance of President 

Ulysses Grant and his son at an afternoon reception 

was the most remarkable aspect of the celebration. 

The events of the day and a historical summary 

were documented in a detailed and literate dispatch 

filed with the Herald Tribune. The full report can be 

found on our web site. The Rector was the Rev. 

William B. Otis. 

 

Here is the program from the service that day. 

 



 

 
 

 
 



A variety of activities commemorated the 200
th

 Church Building anniversary. On June 2 1969, these included a 

special program by the Shrewsbury School Jerseyana club and the presentation of a commemorative bronze 

plaque by Bishop Albert van Duzer. A pictorial parish directory was also issued with a variety of historical 

information. (The Badals, Stewarts, and James families are represented.) The church was also the recipient of a 

congratulatory telegram from President Richard M. Nixon. In addition, a special Evensong service was held on 

October 5
th   

with participation by members of the Monmouth convocation. The Rev. Ronald Albury was the 

Rector who is alive and is associated with the Diocese. 

 

This is the telegram we received. 

 

 
Initial planning for the 250

th
 Building Anniversary is already underway. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 
  



   When doing your on-line 

Shopping please remember: Amazon Smile 

Program profits Christ Church!! 

At Amazon Smile, you shop on Amazon like you 

normally do, and when you make a purchase 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of that purchase to 

Christ Church. This is HUGE! 

What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a simple 

and automatic way for you to support Christ Church 

every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 

shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price us. Christ Church Shrewsbury 

has a unique AmazonSmile link that makes it easier 

for people to find and support us. 

 

What is our unique link? 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6108619 

 

When you click on our unique link, you will be 

taken directly to smile.amazon.com and are 

automatically asked if you want to support Christ 

Church Shrewsbury.    

 

WE recommend that you bookmark and use our link 

so you don’t accidentally shop at amazon.com 

instead of smile.amazon.com.  Only purchases 

made at smile.amazon.com are eligible for 

donations.   

 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 

charitable donations? Tens of millions of products 

on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You 

will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 

AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail 

pages.  

 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on 

AmazonSmile? Yes, you use the same account on 

Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping 

cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other 

account settings are also the same.  

 

 

“It takes a village to raise a child” 
 

*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ Church 

supplied a scholarship for college. Walter Dein 

visited her while visiting the Philippines in January.  

Here is what he had to say: 
 

Queeni Caay’s work immersion experience was all 

worth it because she gained knowledge, new friends 

and cherished memories. It wasn't hard for her to 

get along with the staff because they were friendly 

and willing to share their knowledge. 

Her first day went rough because she felt a bit shy 

to talk and it was one of the busiest days in the 10-

day work immersion. At the front desk we learned 

how to welcome guest in a pleasing manner and 

bade farewell properly. I learned how to tour and 

guide the guest while speaking in English. We all 

memorized some important details about Bambu 

sanctuary so that we can answer the guest’s 

questions. 

 

In the General Services department, we learned to 

clean all the areas where the guest stay, the 

pathways, stairs and mop all the floors. I also 

experienced washing dishes all day long. 

 

While in the Food and Beverage department. We 

learned how to fold table napkins with a spoon and 

fork, take the customer’s orders, serve in the buffet 

and clean tables when the guests were finished. 

In the Housekeeping department we learned a lot of 

new things. The staff taught us to clean all types of 

rooms from the simple dormitory to fancy suite 

rooms, from a simple toilet to extravagant 

bathrooms, and to groom each room beautifully. 

Lastly in the Kitchen, we learn by watching a 

master chef, like a live cooking tutorial. They let us 

slice vegetables, prepare spices and we always 

following the chef and staff orders. 

 

It is all about “TEAMWORK and HARMONY". 

Even how tired we were, days would always end 

with laughing together. We were always ready to 

help each other to complete all the tasks. Our work 

immersion ended so memorable. It’s one of the best 

experience we had during these 10 days. 

Thank you so much for making this all possible. 
  
 

 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/about/ref=smi_ge_ul_lm_raas
http://smile.amazon.com/about/ref=smi_ge_ul_lm_raas
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6108619


 
 
Please read the very special thank you we received 
for Bob Kelly’s help…………. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Blessings Shared 
Parish Finance Update 

December 2017 

 

The entire year end financial data for 2017 is included in the annual report.  Please pick up a 

copy of the annual report to see how Christ Church did financially in 2017 and the proposed 

budget for 2018. 
 

David Regiec - Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP!! 
 

 It is never too late to complete a Pledge Certificate! If you need a certificate, they are in the church at the 

ushers table, the parish hall or ask Casey to e-mail you one. 

If you have missed church and are trying to catch up with your pledge, no need to write separate checks 

(unless it helps you with your bookkeeping), one check is sufficient. If you have envelopes, no need to write 

your name on the envelope. We have your number!!  It also helps the counters if you DO NOT put tape on your 

envelope to seal it. Sealing the little flap with the glue provided will keep it closed. For record keeping 

purposes, we keep the envelopes and write the amount on the outside so when we must remove tape, the 

envelope gets a little destroyed.   

 We will be sending quarterly statements regularly again this year. We only keep track of your pledge, 

flowers and special contributions for holidays. If you are an angel and contribute to a special project or give 

money for an event, you will NOT see that on your statement. Please keep track of that contribution yourself.  

  

Peggy James, Stewardship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 2018 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1 
 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

2 
Rector’s day off 

 

4:45-6:15 

Wedding Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

3 
 

11am – 7pm 

Wedding  

And Reception 

Church & PH 

 

 

4 
SUPER BOWL 

 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

 

11AM 

Youth Group Prime 

5 
Office closed 

9am-3pm 

Embroidery Guild 

meeting 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

7PM 

AAUW 

“Affairs to 

Remember” 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

7 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

8 
6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

7-9PM 

Pre-Convention 

meeting 

St. Augustine, A.P. 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

9 
Rector’s day off 

 

6:00pm 

2018 Vestry 

Welcome Dinner 

And Meeting  

at Peggy James’ 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

10 
10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday 

Workday 

 
 

9am-2:30pm 

Vestry Retreat 

Parish House 

 

GFS meeting 

 

 

11 
 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Diocesan Visit 

“Seeing is Believing” 
Church School 

 

MARDI GRAS 
Pancake Breakfast 

12 
Office closed 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

 

7:30-10PM 

M.C.C. 

meeting 

 

13 
 

      

 

 

7:30PM 

The Conversation 

 on Race - Rectory 

 

 

7:15PM  

Meditation Group 

14 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

7am - Liturgy 

9:30am - Liturgy & 

Holy Eucharist 

10:15-11:30am 

Peak of the Week-PH 

7pm - Liturgy & 

Holy Eucharist 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

15 
 

 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

16 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

9:15PM 

Baptism set up 

PH 

17 
 

11am – 4pm 

Doyle Baptism 
Church & PH 

 rental 

18 
LENT I 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9:15AM 

Bazaar wrap up 

meeting 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

11AM 

“Discourse” 
5:30PM 

Youth Group Prime 

19 
Office closed 

Presidents Day 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

 

20 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

21 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

23 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

24 
 
 

 

 

25 
LENT II 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

11AM 

GFS meeting 

11AM 

“Discourse” 

26 
Office closed 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:15PM 

Meditation Group 

28 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL - 9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) 



 

Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2018 
 

Peggy James – Senior Warden, Stewardship 
James O’Connor – Junior Warden 

Stephen Craven – I.T. 
Walter Dein - Property 

Jamie Green – Parish Life 
Joanne Montgomery – Fundraising 

Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 
 

Welcome our New Vestry Members 

Robert Kelly  
Edgar John 

Dianne Regiec  
Kathy Redinger 

 
Treasurer—David Regiec 

Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

