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Annual Parish Meeting Agenda 

 
The 315th Annual Meeting of Christ Church will begin in 

the Parish House and will be accompanied by a covered dish brunch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invocation 

 

Call of the 315th Annual Meeting 

 

Minutes of the 314th Annual Meeting, January 22, 2017 

 

Presentation of Candidates and Casting of Votes 

 

Presentation of Awards 

 

Presentation of Reports and 2018 Budget 

 

Other Business 

 

Meeting of New Vestry to elect Officers of Vestry 

 

Adjournment 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2017 

 
Given at the Annual Meeting of Christ Church 

Shrewsbury, New Jersey 

January 28, 2018 

 

 

 

The Right Reverend William “Chip” H. Stokes  Bishop 

The Reverend Lisa Sauber Mitchell Rector 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff Deacon 

Casey Surgent Parish Administrator 

Christine Psolka Organist and Choir Director 

Jeff Veil Sexton 

David Regiec Treasurer 

Phyllis Edwards Altar Guild Directress 

Sue Napoletano Christian Formation Coordinator 

Nancy Stewart Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE VESTRY 

Peggy James, Senior Warden (term ends Jan. 2019) 

Elaine Feyereisen, Junior Warden (term ends Jan. 2018) 

 

 

Term ends Jan. 2018                                    Term ends Jan. 2019                       Term ends Jan. 2020 

Rita Saible             Joanne Montgomery        Stephen Craven  

Sarah Schmid             James O’Connor        Jamie Green 

Rachelle Spencer-Mikita           Walter Dein                  Sue Napoletano  

  

                          

 

 

Deputies term ends Jan. 2018                         Alternate Deputies  

Dianne Regiec      Barbara Carroll  

David Regiec       Renee Meislohn 

Georgette King 
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Minutes of the 314
th

 Annual Parish Meeting, Sunday, January 22, 2017 
 

The Annual meeting was held in the Parish House following the 10 a.m. service.  After the opening prayer, the 

meeting was called to order at 11:35 a.m. by Sr. Warden, Elaine Feyereisen.  Mother Lisa Mitchell is on 

sabbatical.  A quorum being present, the 2016 Annual Report was distributed to all in attendance.  Minutes of 

the 2016 Annual Meeting were reviewed, and were accepted as presented on a motion made by Bill Cuff and 

seconded by Julie Sinn Cassidy. 

 

Nominating Committee 

The following slate of candidates was presented: 

Senior Warden (2-year term):  Peggy James 

Junior Warden (1-year unexpired term):  Elaine Feyereisen 

3 Vestry members (3-year term): Stephen Craven, Sue Napoletano, Jamie Green 

1 Vestry member (2-year term): Walter Dein 

1 Vestry member (1-year term):  Sarah Schmid 

Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention:  Renee Meislohn, Barbara Carroll 

A motion was made by Jamie Green, seconded by Barbara Carroll and passed to accept the slate as presented. 

 

Peggy thanked and presented gifts to retiring Vestry members Tara Dunford, Julie Sinn Cassidy, and Pam 

Aschettino.  Walter Dein and Jamie Green will continue to serve as Vestry members. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Dave Regiec presented the budget for 2017.  In 2016 we took $21,000 from our endowment fund for 

operating expenses, but we had budgeted $30,000.  Things are improving and we are reversing the trend of 

using endowment funds for our operating expenses.  The Manson Fund for the church building started with 

$340,000 and has grown to $373,000.  Fundraising was down in 2016 but we hope to increase that in 2017.  

Expenses were under budget for 2016, with fuel oil down due to a mild winter.  The overall budget for 2017 is 

down slightly from the previous year.  The number of pledges for 2017 has increased over 2016 and the amount 

is nearly $14,000 more.  Peggy James was thanked for her work on Stewardship.  A motion to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report was made by Patrice Thornton, seconded by Jim Miller and passed. 

 

Bob Kelly reported that work is progressing on the Sandy Disaster Relief Grant.  While some improvements at 

the Rectory, like foundation work, don’t show, the Rectory will look improved on the outside by spring.  Details 

of the work completed to date are in the 2016 annual report. 

 

Elaine thanked Dave Regiec for stepping in to take over the Treasurer’s position, Bob Kelly for his work on the 

SDRG, and thanked the many people who volunteer their time for the things that get done at church. 

 

Following the closing prayer by Deacon Bill Balmer, the meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Nancy Stewart, Vestry Clerk 
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2017 NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 

 

The terms of the following vestry persons expire at this meeting 

 

Vestry:   

Elaine Feyereisen 

Rita Saible 

Sarah Schmid 

Rachelle Spencer 

 

    

The following person is duly nominated to serve as Junior Warden for a 2 year term: 

James O’Connor 

 

    

The following person is duly nominated to fill two vestry positions for a 3 year term: 

Robert Kelly 

Edgar John 

Dianne Regiec  

 

 

The following person is duly nominated to fill one vestry position for a 1 year term: 

Kathy Redinger 

    

 

 

The following persons are duly nominated to serve as Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention:   

Georgette King 

Connie Goddard 

James O’Connor   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Nominating Committee is comprised of the Senior Warden and the retiring Vestry members. 
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DETAILS FROM THE PARISH REGISTER  

FOR THE YEAR 2017 

 

 

 
Baptisms 

Katherine Alexandra Bustamonte 

Vale Elizabeth Curatolo 

Luke Joseph Danizik 

Madelyn Grace Danizik 

Emma Marie Downs 

Jonathan Bo Olsen 

Liya Vera Rauschmeyer 

 

 
Marriages 

Joan E Marinelli to James Timothy O’Connor 

 

 

Blessing of a Civil Marriage 

Liesel Garweg Raushmeyer to Rico Rauschmayer 

 

 

Transfers to Christ Church 

Evan, Kara, and Brynn Curatolo 

Daniel and Dana Danizik  

Ziad and Stephanie Hanhan, Sofia, Nicholas, and Michael 

Michael Lister 

Laurence and Halena Nibbling 

Laura and Meg Riley 

Mark and Colleen Roth 

 

 

Transfers from Christ Church 

Corey and Susan Folta, Caroline and Benjamin to St. James, Eatontown 

 

 

Burial of the Dead *denotes a member of Christ Church; ** denotes a former member 

Darren John Callaghan 

Joy Hoe Jarnagin* 

Victoria Kormann 

Ruth Mirjah 
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RECTOR’S REPORT 
 

 “There is no one way of being a priest.” 

 – Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams 
 

“There is no one way of being a priest.” Those were the first words in a book that Deacon Cuff gave me this 

past year to read called On Being a Priest Today. Those words immediately captured my interest, for when you 

are in a vocation such as mine, one can begin to second guess just how one does one’s job (and indeed, just 

what that job is supposed to be). There is often a temptation to look around at other members of the clergy and 

measure ourselves accordingly – which never ends well! – for after all, there is no one way of being a priest. 

That is something that is taking me a lifetime to really learn. One thing I am infinitely grateful for is that I have 

spent the bulk of my journey learning how to do this “priest thing” with you, my beloved Christ Church parish. 
 

And what a year this has been to reflect on my ministry among you! I loved 2017. Certainly for me it was one 

wave after another of refreshment, renewal and then revisioning our ministry together at Christ Church. It 

started out in January with a wonderfully refreshing sabbatical. I took my first ever on-my-own excursion to 

explore the wonders of the Galapagos Islands (check one off of my bucket list!), followed by a week in our  

Companion Diocese of Ecuador Littoral where I attended their Diocesan Convention and visited several 

parishes we had assisted after the earthquake there. In March I joined some of our parishioners, along with those 

of St. George’s, Rumson, to make my second pilgrimage to Israel. But much of my time on sabbatical was used 

quietly at the Rectory: working on our Stewardship Program for the year, designing and putting together the 

chasuble for the Creation Season (also on my bucket list) and getting lots and lots of reading and reflection 

done. I came back feeling like a brand-new priest! 
 

And yet I am not. This summer was the 20th anniversary of my call to Christ Church and my 27th year as a 

priest. Which has also given me a lot on which to reflect. The parish surprised me with a celebration in August, 

and I was particularly pleased to see donations made to the Father Mainer Fund to continue his ministry among 

the poorest of our poor. Those funds are quickly being depleted, and as they enable me to do my priestly 

ministry to the most needy, that Fund is at the top of my agenda for this new year. Thank you to all who 

contributed. 
 

It is hard for me to believe that I have been in Shrewsbury this long (and perhaps for some of you, as well!) 

As I stand in the narthex of the church every Sunday greeting people, I sometimes look up at the two marble 

slabs on the wall and find it quite astonishing that I am moving up the ranks as one of the longest tenured 

rectors here. It doesn’t seem quite possible. I still feel the same excitement as I did on that summer day when I 

walked up the driveway towards the Parish House for the first time. And believe it or not, I still have far too 

many ideas about what I would like for us as a community of faith.  
 

Many new things are upon us: from the monthly Race Conversations to a new Covenant House facility being 

opened this month in Asbury Park, from the growing of our families with young children (Seeing is Believing) 

to the rebuilding of our Youth Program…..it is, as one parishioner is fond of saying “all good”. It is all good. 
 

What is it to be a priest? What is the job description and duties? How does one measure how one is doing and 

where one is going next? I’m not exactly sure, but I will let you know when I find out. What I do know is that it 

is a journey I do not make alone; I can only do so within the context of a community of faith. And I cannot 

imagine a better place to be. So enjoy this annual report – it is OUR annual report, reminding us of where we 

have been, and helping us to dream of where we would like to go next. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+ 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 2017 
 

 

My 2-year term as Sr. Warden started with full force! Mother Lisa’s 3-month sabbatical started on January 2 

and Elaine, Casey and I worked diligently getting the annual reports completed and preparing for the Annual 

Meeting. All went well, we had a successful meeting! The new vestry had their retreat in February and the first 

2 vestry meetings of the New Year. Mother Lisa’s 3-month sabbatical ended and then it was summer! During 

her absence, it was smooth sailing with everyone working together. 

 

Many things were accomplished this year. I have listed a few: 

 

The vestry voted to move the bazaar back to December along with the Lantern Tour.  

Youth Group Prime was formed. 

Seeing is Believing continued. 

There were 2 Vinegar Bible Presentations.  

The Vestry moved forward getting estimates for the handicap ramp at the Parish House. 

Thru the SDRG the church, rectory, and graveyard had considerable repair work done.  

The Vestry started the process of getting estimates to paint the church ceiling and to paint the outside of the 

Parish House.  

The Gerald Marengo Memorial Walkway was completed and dedicated. 

The electrical service to the church was updated.  

The super 50/50 continued. 

The church was rented for weddings. 

AA and the Meditation groups are still renting the Parish Hall. 

The Parish Hall was rented for a few concerts. 

Our participation in Weekend in Monmouth continues.  

We had an inspirational Stewardship program. 

Martha’s Cupboard expanded its services. 

We collected personal items and coats for Covenants House at Christmas. 

Dave Regiec and Lynn Marengo continued keeping our financial business in order! 

Casey continued to keep the church office running smoothly! 

I know I have forgotten some things!!  

 

 

All this could not be accomplished without all of YOU!! We have a parish full of people who are generous with 

their time and talents. I am a lifetime member of Christ Church and I am happy that we are so dedicated to 

keeping us moving forward in this ever-changing world.  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy James, Sr. Warden 
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2017 STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

“Make Us Instruments of Your Blessing” 
 

This year Christ Church had a new and different approach to Stewardship.  The theme, “Make Us Instruments 

of Your Blessing” was taken from the response to the Prayers of the People that we use each year during the 

Creation Season and was used throughout the year.  We have focused on improving our communications.  We 

were determined to send out regular Quarterly Reports so that each member would know just where they were 

in their commitment for 2017.  We also included something “special” in each mailing, informing the parish 

about upcoming events and how we can be better stewards of God’s gifts to each one of us.  We indeed want to 

be Instruments of Blessing! 

 

We also wanted to include an “Active Listening Campaign”. With that in mind, we held a very special event on 

Pentecost Sunday.  We had an outdoor Eucharist (in the location of our Saturday Services) with a picnic and in 

place of a sermon, we had a kind of “round robin” group discussions on the topic of what the parishioners of 

Christ Church would like to do in our community.  We then put together a lovely brochure that included 

everything (or almost everything) that you told us.  Our 2
nd

 Quarter Statements included the Brochure. 

 

The 2018 Pledge Drive began with a Parish-wide Chili Cook Off on October 15
th

.  We had many delicious 

entries, but Phyllis Edwards won the prize!  The following three weeks, beginning on October 26
th

, we enjoyed 

marvelous testimonials given by Walter Dein, Julie Cassidy and Beverlee Akerblom.  Thank you for sharing 

your inspiring stories with us.  On each of these Sundays, we encouraged our parishioners to complete their 

Pledge Certificates and turn them in early. To be sure the EVERYONE got to hear their stories, each week 

following the testimonial, an email was sent that included the testimonial, a picture of the speaker and a pledge 

progress report.  Many people did indeed complete the certificates early which helped us get a jump start on our 

2018 budget. 

 

Our Ingathering Brunch was held on November 19
th

 at the conclusion to our Parish Thanksgiving Service.  We 

enjoyed a delicious Italian meal in the parish hall catered by Palumbo’s of Little Silver.   

 

The following is a comparison of the pledge data (actual from certificates) for 2017 and 2018 as of 1/23/18.  

 

    2017  2018 

Number of pledges  66  66   

New Pledges     8    9 

Increased Pledges  30  20 

Deceased Pledges    4    9 

 

Total Pledges  155,601      148,004 

 

Note: 

1. New pledges include people new to our parish and those who may have contributed consistently in past 

but never completed a pledge certificate. 

2. For budgeting purposes, we use 92% of the committed amount which is the usual return rate on pledges 

and is the standard used by most non-profit organizations.  This year, we received 99% of our pledges!  

We hope that our stepping up in communications made the difference! 

3. The highest pledge to date is $8500 and the lowest is $52.  

4. The treasures report reflects 65 pledges for 2018 and this report reflects 66. This report is current as of 

1/26/18. 
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5. The treasures report reflects a higher pledge figure. This report uses actual pledge numbers. Some 

parishioners do not pledge but make weekly donations. The treasures report includes an average of these 

donations.  

 

 

We are always accepting pledges! You can pledge at any time during the year. You can get a pledge certificate 

in the church office or in the back of the church. If you regularly put money in the plate, but have never 

completed a pledge certificate please consider completing one this year. Your pledge helps us plan and maintain 

our budget. Remember, your contributions are still tax deductible, depending on your situation. Don’t be afraid 

to pledge. If you circumstance change, you can always change your pledge. Please help make this a great 

financial year! 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy James, Stewardship Commission 
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MUSIC MINISTRY REPORT 2017 
 

 

In 2017, St. Gregory’s Choir welcomed our new bass, Robert Maber, to the group. This year’s liturgical music 

included a number of small choral groups, including duets and trios, as well as a cappella men’s and women’s 

ensembles. 

 

 

Palm Sunday anthems included Telemann’s Hosanna to the Son of David and Stainer’s God So Loved the 

World.  The Maundy Thursday service featured the Mozart Ave Verum. Choir members Jamie Green, Jim 

Halpern, Barbara Carroll, Patricia Falzone and Lynn Marengo participated in the Good Friday service, which 

included music and poetry from a variety of genres.  Highlights included Vere Languores by Lotti and We 

Adore You O Christ, arranged by Proulx. 

 

 

The Easter Vigil Sunrise Service music was provided by Jim Halpern, Jamie Green, Patricia Falzone, Sarah 

Schmid and Lynn Marengo. Trumpeter Chris Kastner joined the choir for the Resurrection Eucharist on Easter 

morning. Music included the choral anthem Come and Be Joyful, Vivaldi, arr. Hopson and Now the Green 

Blade Riseth, duet for trumpet and organ. Matthew Dunford read an Easter poem. 

 

 

The Children’s Christmas Eve service featured a poem read by Nicholas Hannah and the anthem O Come, Little 

Children, sung by Kevin Psolka-Green.  

 

 

Harpist Marissa Cusick joined St. Gregory’s Choir for the Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols and Festive 

Eucharist.  The choir sang The Angel Gabriel, arr. Ross, The Angels’ Carol, Rutter, and Mary Sings Her 

Lullaby, Scott, all accompanied by harp. Vocalist Janet Breslin sang the traditional Wexford Carol. Music also 

included an arrangement of In the Bleak Mid-Winter for men’s chorus and O Little Town of Bethlehem for 

women’s chorus. PJ Reyes sang the child’s solo in Once in Royal David’s City. Judith Werner served as 

organist and pianist for the service. 

 

Year after year, Mother Lisa Mitchell has provided unwavering support of the music ministry and for that I am 

eternally grateful.  The hard-working choir members are an inspiration to the congregation and a blessing to me.   

 

Many thanks to: 

 

Barbara Carroll  Patricia Falzone  Jamie Green 

Lisa Halpern   Jim Halpern   Edgar John 

Robert Maber   Lynn Marengo     Renee Meislohn  

Sarah Schmid   Diane Skelly   Patrice Thornton 

 

 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Psolka, Organist and Choirmaster 
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ALTAR GUILD REPORT 2017 

The ministry of the Altar Guild is the preparation for the two Sunday services, special Holy Days, weddings, 

baptisms, funerals and memorial services.  We also trim the church for Christmas, Easter and special Holy 

Days.  The members of the Guild assure the linens, silver, brass, and priest’s vestments are well maintained so 

that Christ Church is always a holy and beautiful place in which to worship. 

  

Our flower treasurer Barbara Raspanti has retired from the position of Flower treasurer. She has done a 

wonderful job maintaining the flower account.  She has agreed to continue her service on the Altar 

Guild.  Cindy Webster has agreed to become the new flower treasurer as well as continuing to be in charge of 

the weekly and Holy Days flowers.  She also does a wonderful job with window flowers for the special feast 

days. 

  

The following members served faithfully this past year in teams of two or three----Pam Aschettino, Pam 

Diamond, Phyllis Edwards, Edgar John, Ann Miller, Barbara Raspanti, Rachelle Spencer-Makita, and Cindy 

Webster.  A special thank you to Walter Dein and Edgar John for all the assistance they have given me this past 

year.  Thank you also to Dorrie Pedalino and GFS for making the crystal crosses for the baptism ceremonies 

whenever we’ve asked for them. 

  

The gold chalice with the raised cross and jewels is still in need of repair.  We are still trying to find a reliable 

source.  Meanwhile we are using the Silver Chalice. 

  

The Altar Guild thanks Mother Lisa for her direction, prayers, and support throughout the year. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Phyllis Edwards, Directress 

 

 

2017 Altar Guild 

 Flower Account Financial Summary 
 

 

 

The Altar Guild Treasurer and Flower Account is currently in transition. 

 

TD Account Balance January 1, 2017      $1785.56 

 

TD Account Balance December 31, 2017  $1761.68 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 2017 
 

2017 was a busy year here at Christ Church.  I started off the year flying solo in the office while Mother Lisa 

was on Sabbatical.  I had plenty of folks checking in to make sure everything was going smoothly, with plenty 

of offers to help if needed.  The time went quickly and all went well. Mother Lisa returned just before Easter 

and it was like she was never gone.   

 

The Parish held some interesting new events in addition to those held annually.  “1717 - The Vinegar Bible” 

and its related events, all overseen by Bob Kelly, were very successful. We continue to receive inquiries from 

history buffs near and far as Bob continues his efforts to increase local community interest and additional press 

coverage. We receive many requests for tours and personal ancestry inquiries.  Bob is a dedicated Parish 

Historian and Christ Church is lucky to benefit from his passion and hard work.   It was interesting preparing 

the Sunday bulletins this year while the parish was using the Historic Vinegar Bible.   

 

Joanne Montgomery did a great job in running the Annual Flea Market just as Judi Buncher and Elaine 

Feyereisen did wonderful jobs again this year chairing the Bazaar and Lantern Tours. I try to lend a hand where 

and when I can with these events.  

 

This May will be my 9th year of employment here at Christ Church and I continue to be very happy here.   My 

major job responsibilities do not change much from year to year.  Much of my daily office time is spent 

prioritizing tasks and managing my workload. The last week of the month is always a little hectic while 

preparing “The Crown.”  My biggest challenge is always the “Those Who Serve” schedule.  I am hoping (and 

praying) this coming year the Vestry might go forward with upgrading the phone and internet system for the 

office. 

 

2018 will be a busy and exciting year for me personally. This summer my son Henry will be getting married to 

his longtime girlfriend Phylicia and we are thrilled! I will be taking some time off in August to help prepare and 

celebrate, after which my husband and I are planning to take a much needed vacation.   

 

My sincere thanks to the many who have helped in the office in anyway over the last year and very special 

thanks to those who lend a hand when it comes time for collating, folding and stapling holiday bulletins and 

special reports!    

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Casey Surgent, Parish Administrator 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION COMMISSION REPORT 2017 
 

Sue Napoletano continues the lead in teaching the Lower Church School with Georgette King, and Walter Dein. 

Attendance is quite steady. In addition, since the inception of the Y-FI program which hosts the Second Sunday 

program entitled “Seeing is Believing” the number of families participating in Lower Church School in general 

has increased significantly and many have become regular weekly attendees.  It is gratifying to see this increase 

of families seeking to explore and develop the spirituality of their children. Family members work together on 

activities that broaden their understanding of God and the Community of Faith.  Parents learn ways to address 

matters of Faith with their children at home, sharing and exploring their own traditions.    

 

As for church school, we remain prepared and ready to go forward on a weekly basis. Starting September 2017 

our classroom curriculum and the Seeing is Believing program have been combined.  The children are taking a 

Journey to Jerusalem in which we explore the Old Testament –the people, the times, the prophesies.   

 

One of the main goals of the Christian Formation Commission has always been to offer our children and Youth 

a loving, cheerful and safe environment in which to explore and learn about our Faith and how to put that Faith 

into action.  It is evident that the commission is on track in that regard.  Continued support of the Church School 

Program by parents is very much key to a successful outcome of the program and more importantly, the 

successful development of faith and ensuing service in our children and Youth.  

 

Church School also includes special activities and programs:    

 

1
st
 annual Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast.  On the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday the 

children and their parents sponsored a very yummy coffee-hour treat.  Who can resist pancakes 

drizzled in syrup and crispy sausage?  Perhaps this will become a tradition.  Stay tuned!  

 

Easter Egg Hunt.  Madna Aubry, Ellie Bates, Gail Reilly and Dory Coe took on the EEH with 

fabulous results.  So many eggs-so few places to hide them. (You wouldn’t think that possible 

but it’s true)  It was “eggs-citing” for all, especially for those children who found the beautiful 

Alleluia Eggs made by Marie Maber and were awarded the beautiful Lamb Cakes.  Thanks to the 

bakers.  

 

Youth Sunday, June 11, 2017.  Sincere thanks was offered up for the people who mentored and 

influenced our children and Youth over the years. Children, Youth and Volunteers were 

recognized for their contributions and some awards were given out. The program concluded with 

the traditional Ice Cream Sundaes.  

 

Rally Sunday, September 10, 2017.  Once again Rally Sunday happened to be the second Sunday 

in September. We kicked off the Journey to Jerusalem.  Pictures were taken for passports and the 

children prepared tote bags for the “stuff” they will be acquiring on their journey.  Every Second 

Sunday parents and children gather in the classroom to receive a lesson followed by a related 

craft activity and concluding with family Eucharist in the Chapel.   

 

Halloween Party.   On Sunday, October 29, 2017, for the first time the children, their families 

and parishioners were encouraged to dress up in their favorite costumes in anticipation of a 

Halloween Party during coffee hour.  Thanks to GFS, the Youth, and parishioners who made this 

event possible. Decorations were festive, food was eerily delicious and the party games fun! 
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Blessing of the Stockings. On Saturday, December 10, 2017 in the Parish House the annual 

Blessing of the Stockings event took place.  What better fun for kids of all ages than decorating 

the Christmas tree, decorating cookies, making Christmas Cards for Martha’s Cupboard 

residents!  Then to boot - a visit by St. Nicholas and most importantly, the blessing of everyone’s 

stockings by Mother Lisa.  As in the past this event was very well attended by local families as 

well as parishoners.   

 

St. Nicholas Sunday.  On Sunday, December 3, 2017, the Bishop of Myra aka St. Nicholas 

appeared for his annual visitation.  Jamie Green delightfully recounted the story of the real St. 

Nicholas to our youngsters and Parish. The youngsters were given special chocolate “gold” coins 

as a remembrance treat from St. Nicholas. The visitation coincided with our annual in-gathering 

of toys and gifts for St. Mark’s, Keansburg which, as always, was astounding.     

 

The Weekly Procession.   You have probably noticed the Church School children zipping up the 

aisle, sitting up front and center then processing out with our very own miniature cross.  How 

could you not? They are soooooo cute! This change has been met with lots of smiles, waves and 

generally lots of warm fuzzies from our parishioners.  It’s good for the children too.  It helps 

them to see up close and personal what’s happening at the altar and they begin to better identify 

themselves as an important and special part of the church family as a whole and of the service.  

Already there are children expressing an early interest in acolyting .  That’s a sure win for 

everyone!   

 

The Christian Formation program at Christ Church would not be possible without the 

encouragement of the Church Family.  Keep up the good work!  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Susan Napoletano, Christian Formation Vestryperson 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Prime 
 

Christian Education and Formation is at the top of the list for Christ Church. We have spent the last few years 

developing our program with our small children and their families, an initiative we called YFI: Young Family 

Initiative. Our team of educators in conjunction with our parents have worked very hard – and it has paid off 

beautifully. Our church is once again hearing the voices of wee ones in the pews and in the Parish House, and 

the Epiphany Pageant we experienced just a few short weeks ago certainly showcased what the Holy Spirit is 

doing in this place. 

 

And so in September of 2017, we began the next phase of building our education program with the instituting of 

an active youth program we are calling Youth Group Prime. Youth from sixth grade and up along with their 

parents met in early October over dinner to discuss the program. The adults and youth alike took a quiz of what 

they know about the Bible and the Faith – which brought forth a lot of surprise and a lot of giggles. We all have 

work to do! The program has several aspects to it including: 

 
continued  
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 Fellowship (we always share a meal together) 

 Scripture 

 Episcopal Tradition 

 Service 

 Preparation for Confirmation 

 

 

Most importantly, we are learning how to think! And how to listen to one another. In the first meeting together, 

the Youth set their very own “Rules of the Road”: our Covenant of how we will be with each other together. 

They wanted to share them with you: 

 

 Be kind 

 Be respectful 

 Participate 

 Do not be annoying 

 Don’t “pop each other’s bubble” 

 Don’t talk when someone is speaking 

 Wait until the other is through 

 Listen 

 

We have met twice a month ever since. Sometimes it is for a lesson. Some of the things we are exploring is how 

we make decisions, would we want to know our future (if we could), and how we approach the Bible and what 

we believe. They have memorized the names of the 12 apostles (do YOU know them?) and will soon be 

working on prayers , creeds, and scriptures. The youth have made their own vision boards, planned and worked 

the Parish Halloween Party, and assisted with the Blessing of the Stockings. We may still be few in number, but 

we are growing in many ways. We would like to invite any other youth to come and join us. If you do, we think 

you will want to stay. Youth who have participated this year are Sofia Hanhan, Danielle Lauterwasser, Cassie 

Reagan, P.J. Reyes, Erin States, Natalia Tevar, and Trevor Van Valkenburgh. The Adult Team is Walter Dein, 

Georgette King, and Mother Lisa Mitchell. A special thanks to the parents who make sure their children are 

there and who do so much to support YG′ (Youth Group Prime)! 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Youth Group Prime Members 
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FUNDRAISING REPORT 2017 
 

Fundraising events for 2017 at Christ Church was an impressive year with an increase in dollars for some of our 

events over the past years.   The event/totals are below for your review. 

 

The BIG WINNER, or perhaps our favorite fundraiser, looks like our Holiday Christmas Bazaar bringing in 

$10,493, which is a considerable increase from the previous two years.  Fabulous work!!!!!!  

 

Special thanks for the tremendous amount of time, Judy Bunch, our chairperson, put into the event, along with 

applause and thank you to all our Christ Church members that put such hard, and time into volunteering for the 

Bazaar.  This year the Bazaar was combined with our Lantern Tour, but we pulled it off with flying colors. 

 

Let’s not forget all that attended and contributed to the event purchasing raffle tickets, baked goods, tickets for 

the lovely baskets, jewelry, paintings, trinkets and treasures, hand-made knitted garments, wreathes and 

poinsettia’s.  Cheers to the fabulous food that was made and sold by our great chefs in the kitchen also. 

 

This is not to dismiss all the energy that goes into planning each of the other events below.  We all should be so 

proud of our parish and the people that make it work!  It was well noticed and so appreciated!  We also had a 

little fun too….right!  Especially getting dressed up in our costumes made by Judy. 

 

We look forward to seeing what 2018 brings us!  

 

Thanks also to Mother Lisa, and the Christ Church Vestry for supporting all the ideas that came to fruition in 

2017! 

 
 

 

Christ Church Fund 

Raiser Event 

Contributions 

2017 

vs. 2016 vs. 2015 

Book Sales $ 66.00 $129.50 $172 

Calendar Cash Out $487.50 $795.00 $432 

Spring Flea Market $1855.97 $3,149 $2,613 

50/50 Raffle for 55” TV 

(Bazaar) 

n/a $250.00 n/a 

50/50 Raffle $1657.95 $1,052.50 $1,907.75 

Moravian Pie Sale – YUM! $613.05 $611.05 $595 

Holiday Christmas Bazaar $10,492.95 $8,887.49 $9,530 

Lantern Tour $900 $2,228.31 $2,385 

Vestry Car Wash (Virtual) n/a $120.00 n/a 

Quiche Sale $80.00 $276.00 - 

TOTAL FUND RAISING 

 
$16,153.42 

 

$19,899.00 $20,835.00 

 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by Joanne Montgomery 
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FATHER MAINER FUND 2017 

 
The Father Mainer Fund was established many years ago by an Episcopal priest connected with Christ Church. 

The purpose of the Fund is to help individual poor people and he stated that up to $2,500 could be spent from it 

each year. Because of the difficulty in finding reasonable low-cost housing in Monmouth County and because 

Father Mainer also relied on low-cost public housing, this account is used specifically to assist people with 

housing needs. The maximum amount to be dispersed each year remains $2,500. The maximum amount given 

out to any one family is $500. In 2016, five allocations for a total of $2,479.23 were given out to the following: 

 

Contributions: 

Thanksgiving for Twenty Years of Ministry with Mother Lisa   $276.00 

Interest on the account             2.02 

 

Assistance Given: 

Rent and utility assistance for a single mother & son     $445.00 

Ren assistance for a woman dealing with terminal cancer    $500.00 

Rent assistance for a mentally ill man      $500.00 

Hotel assistance for a homeless woman and daughter    $500.00 

Rent Assistance for a single woman, working student    $420.00 

 

Total paid from account        $2,365.00 

 

End of Year Balance of the Fund: $3,708.19 

 

The Father Mainer Fund is a limited fund; he assumed that once the monies are dispersed, the account will be 

closed. However, the needs are as real today as they were in his own day. There is currently enough in this 

account to last another 18 months or so. If you would like to make a donation to this fund, your check may be 

made out to “Christ Church” with “Father Mainer Fund” on the memo line.  

 

Faithfully Submitted, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell, Rector 
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PROPERTY REPORT 2017 
 

2017 was a busy year as always for property. 

   

I manage the project of stripping and waxing the parish house floors that was done by Coastal Cleaning. They 

recommended that the floors be buffed monthly and rewaxed yearly.   

 

Many of the smaller projects listed below were completed during the Second Saturday Workdays. I am so 

grateful all those who have participated in the Workdays. Your help is greatly needed and truly appreciated. 

 

Church Yard: 

  Trimming trees, bushes and raking up the black walnuts 

  Fence repairs after car accidents 

  

      

Church Building: 

  Prepared for displaying the vinegar Bible 

  Improved the stairs entering the bell tower 

  Restoring the overhead electrical service 

  Correcting electrical issues  

      

Church Rectory: 

  Clearing clogged sink drains 

  Repairing the basement stairs 

  Repaired celling lights 

  Installed celling fans 

  Replaced hot water heater 

       

Parish House: 

  Cleaned and repaired the rain gutters 

  Waxed the floors 

  Replaced the hot water heater 

  Adding new book shelves in church book room 

  Cleaned the roof gutters 

  Cut and cleared the front area 

  Adding outside lights with efficient LED bulbs 

  Repairing the back corner of the building damaged by a car 

  Installing and removing the window air conditioners 

  Repaired the back door lock 

  Replaced celling panels damaged by water 

   

There is also a host of reoccurring tasks such as picking up of trash in the church yard, untangling the Episcopal 

flag and managing the book room. I would especially like to thank Chris Brondi, Edgar John, George Edwards 

and all those who have helped during the year and on Second Saturday Workdays. 

 

 

Sincerely submitted by Walter Dein, Property Chair 
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Christ Church Walkways 
 

"BLESS † O Lord, these walkways. May they lead many to the doors of our church to join the fellowship of 
believers. May they bring solace to those who come here to pray for their loved ones. And may they be 
reminders to us of the path that you yourself walked: one that led you to give your very life for us. May we 
follow you in our waking and in our sleeping, in our work and in our play, in our living and in our dying. May 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit bless, protect, and guide us in all that we do, that in our 
living we may die to self and in our dying we might live in you. Amen." 
 

On the Sunday of our Parish Thanksgiving Service, we dedicated our newly paved Walkways which were 

dedicated to the memory of our beloved Treasurer and Friend, Gerry Marengo.  This project would never have 

been completed without the contributions of the many parishioners and friends listed below, under the direction 

of Lynn Marengo, who inspired us to the task, and those who worked so hard to see it completed. 

 

 
 

Carl and Deborah Alfano, Amelia Antonio, Pam Aschettino, Anthony and Kathleen Baier, Diana Berardelli, 

Gordon and MiMi Brown, Gregory Brzozowski, Tom and Perky Cameron, Barbara and Tom Carroll, Basant 

and Monica Chawla, Dongwei Cheng, Robert and Linda Ciriello, Gail Reilly and Dory Coe, Sandra DeMurley, 

Kate DiLiberto, Chris and Tara Dunford, Patricia Falzone, Carmen and Martin Faulmino, Elaine Feyereisen, 

Bob and Heidi Gall, Abraham and Denise Garweg, Julia Geoff, Constance H. Goddard, Patti and Michael 

Howard,Ken and Becky Hughes, Neil and Diane Ingenito, Peggy James, Carl and Joan Kammire, Kevin and 

Carol Kenney, Maureen and Jim Kilroy, Lori Kusterer-Farley, Edwin Lambert, William and Mary L’Hotta, 

Douglas Leith, Teri Lindstrom, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lines, Susan Linnell, Bramley and Marie Maber, Ellen 

Manos, Jose & Chris Marengo, Gregory and Diana Michel, Mr. Paul Mirams, Raj Mirjah, Paul Merken, Paul 

and Noël Murgio, Thomas and Joyce Neff, Elizabeth Nowell, Jane Marie and Gregg J. Nowell, Sam and 

Theresa Nowell, James O’Connor, Rosemary Pappa, Emma & Olya Perez, Herbie Perez, Carolyn Petrie, 

Barbara Raspanti, Kerry and Kathryn Redinger, Erin Kayla Rhode, Donald and Barbara Rivenes, Robert and 

Patricia Rivenes, S. & L. Rivera, Cosmas R. Robless, Sigilfredo Roman, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Rosa, Lynda and 

Doug Sanecki, Grace Savage, Sarah Schmid, Susan Sellers, The Simbol Family, Rachelle Spencer-Mikita, The 

Stewart Family, James and Doris Tillman, Nelson Tirado, David and Lynn Tuomenoksa, Jeff Veil, Angel Vera, 

Margaret and William Wainscott, Rod and Cindy Webster, Bob Zeller, Alcatel-Lucent/Nokia Group of Canada,  

Director & Personnel of the National Security Agency, Civilian Welfare Fund and Lendy Electric 
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  OUTREACH COMMISSION REPORT 2017 

 

Covenant House 
2017 was another successful year of support for Covenant House by the loving parishioners of Christ Church!  

Covenant House opened its doors over forty (40) years ago in New York City to serve homeless young people 

ages eighteen (18) to twenty-one (21). Since that time it has expanded to over twenty (20) locations throughout 

the United States, Canada, and Latin America.  

Most exciting for us in Monmouth County, Covenant House has opened a center in Asbury Park that will not 

only house four (4) homeless young men, but will also continue to serve dozens of young adults at providing 

food, baby necessities, high school equivalency tutoring, job counseling and ultimately a path out of 

homelessness. There are already plans to open a second facility for four (4) homeless young women and 

continue expanding from there! 

In 2016 dozens of Christ Church parishioners supported the Covenant House mission through sponsorship and 

participation at the following events: 

● New York City Sleep Out:  Mother Lisa and Jim O’Connor joined dozens of volunteer “sleepers” who 

slept outside the Covenant House NYC shelter to raise money and awareness for the mission (over 

$500,000 raised in one night!), with many of you donating to the cause! 

● Christmas Party:  Provided gifts, gift cards, and other support for the annual Covenant House Christmas 

Party in Asbury Park 

● Clothing donations: Throughout the year parishioners generously donated suits and other “office 

work/interview” clothes for the youth who have very little proper clothing to wear for interviews and 

office jobs. 

Thank you to everyone at Christ Church who supported Covenant House with your prayers, time and donations 

in 2017. We helped dozens of young adults move from homelessness to self-sufficiency through our collective 

efforts. In 2018 we plan on continuing our support of the same events outlined above as well as expanding our 

mission. If anyone is interested in learning how to get involved please contact Jim O’Connor at 

jimoc63@gmail.com or 732-610-8329. God Bless.   

 

Christmas Toy Drive 
Yet again Christ Church parishioners showed their tremendous capacity for giving by donating dozens of toys 

and gift cards for children this Christmas. Every year we combine our toy drive with the efforts of St. Mark’s in 

Keansburg and to say they were “blown away” by the number of gifts donated this year would be an 

understatement! As you reflect on “doing these small things” throughout the year remember that each small 

effort, combined with many others doing the same, adds up to a huge impact on those less fortunate than us. 

God Bless! 

 

Discussion Group on Race Relations 
2017 was a year that continued to reveal the racist and divisive forces that sadly continue to exist in our country. 

Unfortunately our own Monmouth County community is not immune from these problems. But here at Christ 

Church we are not sitting by doing nothing. We have a formed a group that gets together every month to discuss 

race relations and how we can improve our community through better relationships between people of different 

race, gender, sexual orientation, etc. The discussions range from sharing individual perceptions, fears, 

misunderstandings, concerns and anything else participants want to discuss….all with the goals of a) getting to 

know each other better b) learning from each other and c) ultimately deciding if we can turn these discussions 

into some action that expands our impact on improving our broader community. The group is open to all Christ 

Church parishioners and we welcome anyone to join at any time. Do not concern yourself if you have missed 

mailto:jimoc63@gmail.com
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prior sessions…this is a fluid process. If you would like to learn more please contact Mother Lisa at the Parish 

House or Jim O’Connor at jimoc63@gmail.com or 732-610-8329. God Bless! 
 

Faithfully submitted by Jim O’Connor, Outreach 
 

Queeni Caay Scholarship - “It takes a village to raise a child”  
In 2017 the vestry has kindly agreed to include Queeni Caay as part of the outreach of Christ Church.   This 

spring she will be graduating from high school and with our help, her dream of attending college has become 

like an answer to prayer.  She is the top student in her class and very active in school activities, including a 

weekly Bible study that she has organized and leads.  There is an annual tuition fee of $800 for the 4 year Mass 

Communication Bachler’s degree. 
  

Recently she completed her Orientation Job Training. There were 5 departments in the hotel where she was 

assigned.  The staff like her job performance and with each department her lowest grade was 97 with the highest 

being 99. Queeni promises to strive just as hard on her college studies. 
 

Faithfully submitted by Walter Dein 

  

OUTREACH FINANCIAL SUMMARY REPORT 2017 

  
Main Account 

   Date Ck # Description Amount Notes 
 

  
Forward $2,173.66 

  1/4/2017 
 

Deposit $50.00 Food Pantry 
 1/17/2017 

 
Deposit $151.45 Crane Money / Martha's Cupboard 

 4/16/2017 
 

Deposit $310.00 Lent Collection for Jerusalem  
 4/19/2017 

 
Deposit $264.00 Holy Week 

 4/24/2017 
 

Deposit $65.00 Martha's Cupboard 
 5/19/2017 

 
Deposit $46.00 Holy Week 

 6/15/2017 344 Trinity Cathedral -$200.00 Golf Outing 
 6/15/2017 345 Domestic/Foreign -$310.00 

  6/14/2017 
 

Trinity Church -$200.00 Golf Outing Ad 
 6/15/2017 

 
For Jerusalem  -$310.00 

  6/28/2017 
 

Deposit $115.00 Missions 
 7/11/2017 

 
Deposit $105.00 Books for Books 

 7/23/2017 
 

Deposit $40.00 Books for Books 
 8/15/2017 346 St. Elizabeth -$100.00 

  8/26/2017 347 FallFill -$200.00 
  10/12/2017 348 Shrewsbury FA -$25.00 
  10/12/2017 349 Shrewsbury FD -$25.00 
  10/14/2017 350 Shrewsbury PBA -$25.00 
  

12/20/2020 UNK 
Christ Church Toms 

River -$398.00 San Andreas School D.R 
 12/20/2017 Unk Martha's Cupboard -$517.09 Christmas Bags 
 

      Balance 
  

$1,010.02 
              

Respectfully submitted by Neil Ingenito 

mailto:jimoc63@gmail.com
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Gfs: GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

Reverend Lisa Mitchell, Clergy Sponsor 

Dorrie Pedalino, Branch Advisor 

Kind Heart, Fierce Mind, and Brave Spirit 
 

One of the sad things about sabbatical is not being in on all the fun with the girls of GFS! GFS not only works 

on developing the character and maturity of our young girls, but assists the wider community in many, many 

ways. This year our work included the following: 
 

 January:  In keeping the MLK Day of Service the Senior Girls participated in Friends Feed the 

Homeless (collected and donated food, blankets, coats etc.- packed individual bags that were directly 

distributed to the homeless in Asbury Park, New Brunswick and Newark) The Chapter also participated 

in yoga with the chapter from St. George’s Rumson 

 February:  For Valentine’s Day, the girls made chocolate roses and handmade cards which were 

distributed to 3 Nursing Homes 

 March: Attended the Human Trafficking Seminar presented by the State of NJ Attorney General’s 

Office in Cheery Hill NJ. Also attended Diocesan Convention in  Princeton NJ, in which the chapter was 

active in a GFS Presentation 

 April: Made Palm Crosses for the Parish for Palm Sunday and Easter Bread for our families. We also 

made beaded Baptismal Crosses (for babies and children receiving the Sacrament at Christ Church) 

along with an accompanying lesson on the Sacrament. Later in the month we participated in Ocean 

Beach Sweeps at  Maple Cove, Red Bank (teaching the girls to be stewards of the earth) followed by 

lunch in Red Bank 

 June: Went to see the Wonder Woman movie, followed by lunch 

 July:  Erin Pedalino traveled around the world to Internationals, held in Australia. Other than a broken 

arm, she had a fabulous trip down under, representing us Yankees. 

 August: A surprise birthday party was thrown for Mother Lisa and Dorrie Pedalino at the home of Stacy 

and Cassie Reagan. What a wonderful time we had! 

 August: The largest group in several years of our Christ Church Chapter attended  GFS Camp in Cape 

May, with the theme “Deborah: Just Judge, Powerful Prophet, Mighty Warrior.” Leaders Dorrie 

Pedalino, Stacy Regan, and Mother Lisa, along with Cassie Reagan, Danielle Lauterwasser, Julia 

Homza, and, Erin Pedalino. It included an Induction Ceremony, in which Julia was inducted into GFS 

 September:  Board of Trustees Meeting at St. George’s, Rumson 

 October: Hosted Coffee Hour, attended GFS USA Board Meeting at Grace St. Paul’s, Mercerville, 

participated in Clean Action Ocean Beach Sweeps at Bayshore Waterfront, and assisted at the Parish 

Halloween Party 

 November: joined with St. George’s, Rumson for Bring A Friend Bunko, in which the participants 

brought personal care items for female veterans (Operation Gratitude). We also, in place of the regular 

Black Friday activities, we worked at St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen in Keansburg the day after Thanksgiving.  

We also collected items for Meet the Need Foundation Thanksgiving Baskets. 

 December: Volunteered at the Christmas Bazaar and baked goods for the Bake Shoppe. Assisted with 

the Blessing of the stockings. Also attended the Holiday Express Holiday Concert and Luncheon along 

with St. George’s, Rumson Chapter. 

I addition to all our activities, our Chapter made a $200.00 donation to the Walkways Project, in honor of Gerry 

Marengo. 
 

Faithfully Submitted, The Reverend Lisa Mitchell+ 
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GRAVEYARD COMMISSION REPORT 2017 
 

It has been a quiet year in the graveyard. In 2016 we had significant work on knowledge of our graveyard and 

restoration of important gravestones through the SDRG grant. There were no such activities in 2017. However, 

our having been awarded a grant for further Gravestone Restoration, as detailed elsewhere in this annual report 

will make for a very active 2018. 

The Heritage Rose Meditation Garden continues to thrive due to the hard work of Edith’s Angels. This work 

includes not only weekly tending to the roses and gardens as a whole but planting of additional roses and 

complementary plants throughout the season. This year the HRMG was enhanced with four additional roses and 

some perennial grasses. The roses are: 

 

 Benjamin Britten a David Austin rose.  

 English Rose - bred by David Austin 

 Shrub Rose - A variety of unusual coloring with an intensely fruity fragrance. Glowing, deep red-pink 

rosette-shaped blooms. Lovely, intensely fruity fragrance with hints of wine and pear drops. Very 

healthy with vigorous, bushy growth. A repeat flowering and highly fragrant. 

 Love - striking blooms of scarlet red reversed silvery white on a compact bush. Pointed buds which open 

to large, full, high-centered, reflexed blooms. Armed with thorns / prickles, upright. Large, glossy, dark 

green, leathery foliage All-American Award winner. Petal 26-40, Bloom 4" 

Edith’s Angels are Sue Berdahl, Nancy Preissler, Terry Blake, Nancy Stewart, and Robin Blair. Our thanks to 

them for this wonderful partnership and their diligent efforts. 

 

One initiative that occurred in 2017 was related to the Condon/Smith grave plot. Maggie Condon wished to 

improve the plot’s landscaping with some shrubbery. This was particularly desirable since the plot abuts the 

parking lot near the driveway to Broad Street. Maggie, a professional landscape architect, worked the 

Graveyard Commission to forge an appropriate planting. This turned out to be an L-shaped boxwood border 

that, in addition to improving the grave plot also enhanced the interface of the graveyard with the parking lot.  

 

 
The L-shaped boxwood hedge 

 
continued 
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The Graveyard Commission is considering extending this boxwood border to the entire interface between the 

graveyard and the parking lot. 

 

Looking further ahead, 2019 can be considered the 300
th

 anniversary of the graveyard since it is 300 years ago 

that the oldest gravestone came to this Anglican burial ground. This is the gravemarker for Benjamin Stelle, a 

two-year old boy. The Graveyard Commission is planning some form of commemorative event. 

 

Faithfully submitted by Robert M. Kelly, Jr., Parish historian, Cemetery commission 

 

 

 

2017 Christ Church Cemetery Fund Financial Summary  
 

12/25/16 Balance      $9,767.57 

 

Deposits 

Sickles Fund      $7,130.00 

Veterans Day Remembrances   $   55.00 

Interest on Account    $       5.93 

 

 

Total Deposits:      $7,190.93 

  

Checks and Debits        

Lawn Care (mowing & clean up)   $5,725.00 ($200 was held over from 2016)  

Snow Removal     $1,100.00 

 

Total Debits:       $6,725.00 

 

12/25/17  Balance     $10,133.50 

 

 

Faithfully Submitted, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell, Rector 
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Sandy Disaster Relief Grants (SDRG) for Historic Sites 
 

While emphasizing SDRG activities in 2017 this report encompasses the entire project to make it more understandable. 

 

The signs in front of the Church and the Rectory announce to the world that we are undergoing restoration 

related to repair and resiliency from storms like Superstorm Sandy. This restoration is enabled by Federally 

funded grants received by the parish and other Sandy-affected historic sites. The grants are being administered 

by the New Jersey Historic Trust. Our grants totaled $358,400 and addressed needs at both the Church and 

Rectory. 

 

The grants do not require matching funds, as is the case for many grants. However, the grants require the 

recipients to fund the approved work and to seek reimbursement after the work is completed. Given the 

significant sums involved, this can be quite a burden and some temporary source of funds was needed. The 

solution, that is quite beneficial to the parish, has been the approval of a 0% interest loan from the Diocese for 

the full original amount of the grants. This will enable us to avoid the costs of a traditional bridge loan or use of 

funds from our endowment that would negatively impact the endowment’s critical investment earning power. 

The structure of the loan caused the line of credit to be reduced to $200,000 in June of 2016 and then to 

$100,000 in June 2017. Due to the increase in the amount of the grants and to the late and compacted timing of 

the bulk of the construction work (see below), this loan structure was not going to be adequate for the required 

cash flow. As a result, the Diocese amended the loan terms to keep the loan amount at $200,000 through June 

2018. However, that additional $100,000 carries a 4% interest rate. 

 

In 2015 most of the work funded by the grants was focused on Condition Assessments for the Church building, 

the gravestones, and the Rectory. Thus, most SDRG effort involved planning and preparing for the subsequent 

construction work. The planning work continued into 2016 and blended into the construction work.  

 

Westfield Associates completed the Condition Assessment of both the Church and Rectory, two invaluable 

documents for long term reference. They then continued to detail the construction requirements for the work at 

the two sites that were realized in Project Manuals and Construction Diagrams for both buildings. These latter 

documents were then used as Statements of Work in a Request for Quote from 3 highly qualified General 

Contractors. Separate quotes were sought for the Rectory and the Church. For each, the low bidder was selected 

and was the same firm: Masonry Preservation Group. The work included in the contract with MPG for the 

church includes repair of the front steps, replacement of the bulkhead doors, refurbishment and repainting of the 

cupola louvers, repair of the sacristy steps, and spot point masonry work of the foundation. The total for this 

work is $55,500. The work included in the contract for the Rectory includes rear step repairs, restoration of the 

CMU wall in the basement, footings and steel posts in the basement, new gutters and downspouts, and 

restoration of the shutters throughout. The total for this work is $169,620. The contract with MPG was signed in 

November 2015. This work was completed in August 2017.  

 

2016 construction work focused on the Church and on the Rectory in 2017. 

 

In addition to MPG other work was contracted including soil regrading, sump pump installation, tree removal 

and trimming, and Rectory basement masonry work. 

 

 

The following summarizes the work performed with an * noting work done in 2017. 
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CHURCH 

 

 Full Building Condition Assessment 

 Full Gravestone Condition Assessment 

 Fourteen Gravestones restored 

 Repair of the tower clock mechanism 

 Repair of the cupola louvers 

 Rebuilding of the front steps 

 Repair bulkhead doors 

 Install sump pump with battery backup* 

 Removal and pruning of trees 

 Soil regrading* 

RECTORY 

 

 Full Building Condition Assessment 

 Install new steel support posts* 

 Replace gutters and downspouts* 

 Repair/replace all shutters* 

 Repair/replace damaged wood elements* 

 Clean siding and paint entire building* 

 Tree pruning and removal 

 Soil regrading* 

 Pour concrete in basement* 

 Install sump pump with battery backup* 

 Repair back step* 

Here are some photos of work completed at both sites. 

 

      
                    Soil Regrading: North Façade of Church                                                 Soil Regrading: Rectory North East Corner 

 

 

 
continued 
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RECTORY RESTORED IN A GOTHIC REVIVAL COLOR SCHEME 

 

The parish has filed its Final Report with the NJHT. We should receive a reimbursement check in January 2018. 

The full amount of the grants was expended with a small overrun of about $4300 that is associated with the 

Church and is being paid from the Manson Fund. 

 

Once we receive the reimbursement funds, we will be able to repay the Diocesan Loan. The work to follow is 

the creation of a multi-year maintenance plan for both structures and properties. This plan will be guided by the 

Condition Assessments and provide information that will allow needed funding to be identified. 

Thanks to the rector, wardens, and treasurer for their guidance in this significant project. Thanks also to Walter 

Dein for his advice and guidance and to Casey for her support. Thanks also to the Rector for bearing with the 

significant work efforts at her home for so many months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faithfully submitted by, Robert M. Kelly, Jr., SDRG Project Manager 
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Grant for Clock Face Painting 
 

While this grant was awarded a couple of years ago, we finally were able to have the clock face and hands 

painted in April of this year. The painter was Steve Codwell of Stevenson Services whom we also engage for 

regular clock mechanism maintenance and painted the clock in 2005. This grant was from the County and the 

1:1 matching funds came from the raffle in 2016 that raised about $900 for work on this town clock. 

 

            
                                  Steve Cowdell at work                                                      The West Façade Complete 

 

 
CHRIST CHURCH RECEIVES HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT  

Christ Church has been awarded a grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust for preservation of its historic 

graveyard. The grant award is for $117,213 and includes a 1:3 match by the Parish. Here is a description of the 

scope and participants in the work that has been funded. 

 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

CHRIST CHURCH SHREWSBURY GRAVESTONE RESTORATION 

The proposed project involves the restoration and preservation of a significant number of deteriorating or fallen 

gravemarkers. This project can be viewed as a continuation of work begun in 2015-2016 under a Department of 

the Interior grant related to storm repair and resiliency. The previous project resulted in a comprehensive 

condition assessment and photography of every gravemarker. This information was added to our existing 

searchable database containing all those individuals in the graveyard with substantial genealogical information. 

This earlier project also resulted in the restoration of 14 gravemarkers in critical condition, mostly 18
th

 century 

brownstones. 

 

Since we have a complete condition assessment completed, the proposed project can begin with some detailed 

specifications for the next series of stones and, of course, the associated restoration work itself. The talented 
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firms involved in the earlier project will bring their expertise and knowledge of this graveyard to the project. 

These are Lorraine Schnabel LLC who performed the condition assessment and Jablonski Building 

Conservators who executed the restoration work. There will also be one or more workshops for the public for 

lichen removal led by Ms. Schnabel. Further a self-guided tour of the graveyard will be developed by Dr. 

Richard Veit, Chair of the Department of History and Anthropology at Monmouth University and a leading 

expert in New Jersey graveyards. 

 

A total of about 75 gravestones will be treated in this new project. 

 

In addition, an element of the project will include expanding our communication of the graveyard and its history 

with the broader community. This will involve development of a self-guided tour that will address gravestone, 

genealogical, and historical aspects of the graveyard coordinated by cemetery expert Dr. Richard Veit of 

Monmouth University who will also consult on the overall project.  

The public benefits from the project through the preservation of the gravemarkers that tell us our history and the 

expanded, informed access to that history through the self-guided tour. 

 

 

Chimney Rebuilding Grant Application 

 
Christ Church has applied for a grant from the Monmouth County Historical Commission. This grant 

application is for $5000 for chimney repair at the Rectory and involves a 1:1 matching requirement. 

Announcement of awards is slated for January 2018. 

 

Here is a description of the importance of the Rectory historically and information about the proposed work. 

The Christ Church Rectory was built in 1824 as a home for the parish priest. The building has been used for that 

purpose since that date and continues in that use today. 

 

The Christ Episcopal Church rectory, located at 329 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, Monmouth County, New 

Jersey, is architecturally significant as a contributing part of the Shrewsbury Historic District for its 

representation of architectural development in the Village of Shrewsbury during its period of significance. 

The Shrewsbury historic district is listed on the New Jersey and National Registers for its significance as a 

noteworthy example of an early crossroads settlement that emerged as a major town center due to the presence 

of key roads running through the community.  

 

On August 21, 1824, the Christ Church vestry formed a committee to raise money by subscription for the 

purpose of buying a lot and building a rectory. On August 30, 1824, a new committee was authorized to 

purchase a lot for not more than $150 and to build a house on the lot. On 16 April 1825, the committee was 

empowered to proceed and finish the house.  

 

In 2014 the parish received a grant from the Department of the Interior for repairs related to Superstorm Sandy 

and resiliency work against future storms. While this resulted in extensive improvements to the Historic 

structure, more work is needed. This application seeks funds for more of that work, specifically rebuilding of 

two of the four chimneys on the building that are in bad to critical condition. This is the consensus of the 

masons who have seen these chimneys.  

 

The work involved includes removing the existing chimneys down to the roof line, the installation of new brick 

to match the extant brick in shape and color, and the installation of new flashing. This restoration will retain an 

important historical character defining element of this structure. 
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HISTORY COMMISSION REPORT 2017 
 

We have had another active year exploring our rich history and sharing it with the broader community. 

 

Regular Annual Activities 

 

We have a regular schedule of activities each year and did so again this year. These included the Weekend in 

Olde Monmouth in May in partnership with the County Historical Commission, the Lantern Tour in December, 

the Independence Day Service on the Sunday before that holiday, and the visit and tour for many groups 

throughout the year including the Oceanport cub scouts, the Gerchak family (winners of the clock tower raffle), 

and the local chapter of the AAUW. Here are some photos of those activities. 

 

              
 

Christ Church Lantern Tour Cast Members 

 

 

 

     
 

          Oceanport Cub Scouts                                          Gerchak Family on Clock Tower Tour 
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AAUW Members Examine the Vinegar Bible 

 

 

 

Independence Day 

 

There were two History events on the July 4
th

 weekend. On the 4
th

 itself we participated in the celebration at the 

Four Corners. This included Mother Lisa saying the invocation at the Allen House. Afterwards, attendees came 

to the Church and heard stories told by two members of our renowned Dead Actors’ Guild. Jamie Green 

portrayed William Leeds and Robert Maber did the same for Louis Decoppet. In addition parish historian 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. gave tours of the Vinegar Bible to about 75 visitors. 

 

     
                 Mother Lisa Gives the Invocation                    Robert Maber Tells Louis DeCoppet’s Story on July 4

th
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      Jamie Green Portrays William Leeds on July 4

th
                             A Tour of the Vinegar Bible 

 

At the Sunday service on July 2
nd

 there were three historic portrayals by the Dead Actors’ Guild. These 

included Louis Decoppet by Robert Maber, William Leeds by Jamie Green, and Judge John Grimke by Robert 

Kelly. This was the inaugural performance by Robert Maber and the first portrayal of Judge Grimke. 

 

The Vinegar Bible 

A special historical event occurred in 2017. This was the 300
th

 anniversary of the printing of our treasured 

Vinegar Bible in Oxford, England. We celebrated this special event in numerous ways. 

 We removed it from its display case in June. 

 We read the Gospel from the Bible each Sunday through the end of the year. 

 High definition photos of the key pages of the Bible were taken by photographer Jeff Smith for future 

study and to serve as a snapshot of its current condition. 

 Research was conducted concerning Vinegar Bibles in general and our copy in particular. 

 An event called “1717” was held on September 30
th

 featuring presentations about its history and 

condition and a performance of music composed at the time of the Bible’s printing by MadRegalia, the 

performance artists in residence at the Church. 

 The creation of our first Historical Vignette telling the story of our Vinegar Bible. 

 On December 13
th

 there was a presentation entitled “The Art of the Vinegar Bible”. This talk addressed 

the remarkable illustrations in the Bible and was given by our Monmouth University student intern, 

Campbell Adair Lee. 

 Publication of the lead article in the Fall/Winter 2017 issue of the Historiographer, the publication of the 

National Episcopal Historians and Archivists, about our Vinegar Bible. 

 In partnership with St John’s Anglican Church in Nova Scotia we formed the Vinegar Bible Interest 

Group. This group, composed of all holders of the Vinegar Bibles worldwide, is focused on developing 

and sharing information about Vinegar Bibles from their creation in 1717.  

 The high-definition digital photography and 1717 musical performances were underwritten by generous 

donations by Angels of Christ Church totaling over $1100. 

 

More information about all of these activities and the Vinegar Bible itself can be found on the parish web site 

christchurchshrewsbury.org  

Respectfully submitted by Robert M. Kelly Jr., Parish Historian 
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PARISH LIFE REPORT 2017 
 

Parish Life experienced a transition in 2017, as vestry member Rita Saible regrettably resigned due to a family 

move out of New Jersey. I gingerly stepped into Rita’s big shoes and attempted—with the help of numerous 

parishioners—to retain her easygoing but highly efficient parish life approach. 

 

Running a delicious and fellowship-friendly weekly coffee hour after the 10:00 am service remained Parish 

Life’s primary responsibility. Among those who gave of their time and culinary talents to retain coffee hour’s 

central role among parishioners in 2017 were Rita Saible, Colleen and Mark Roth (fabulous newcomers to the 

job!), Walter Dein (and friends), the Girls Friendly Society, Connie Goddard, Jamie Green, Paola Lauterwasser, 

Ann and Jim Miller, Dorrie Pedalino, Dom Perez, Cassie and Stacy Reagan, Nancy and Bob Stewart, Cindy and 

Rod Webster and Sue Napoletano and pals.  

 

Thanks to all the Vestry members who provided refreshments after the single service on summer Sundays and 

also for the Annual Meeting’s potluck lunch. Special thanks to Walter Dein who in addition to Sunday coffee 

hours also provides refreshments after every Saturday Mass on the Grass.  

 

Apologies to those I didn’t thank above (I now know I should have kept a running list of those who ran coffee 

hour during the year). 

 

Speaking of the vestry’s help, the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting and Pot Luck brunch was attended by about 65 

parishioners.  

 

A new event—which turned out to be popular in multiple ways—was the premiere Chili Cook-Off. Held on 

Sunday, Oct. 22 after the 10:00 service, seven parishioners’ home-made chilies were on display along with 

other savories and sweets from another eight parishioners. The close but clear winner was Phyllis Edwards, 

whose beef chili featuring black beans and pintos garnered the most votes.  

 

 
Phyllis Edwards, 2017 Christ Church Chili Cook-Off Champion, with her depleted crockpot. 

 
 

 

 

Faithfully submitted by Jamie Green, Parish Life 
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USHER REPORT 2017 
 

What would we do without the Ushers? The Ushers serve a very important role. The Usher represents the 

church and they (with the greeters) are the 1
st
 person a guest or parishioner meets upon entering the church.  

The ushers are there to answer the questions of all the visitors, make them feel welcome and to direct them to 

the rest rooms, nursery, coffee hour and to introduce them to Mother Lisa.  The ushers make sure the assigned 

lectors are present and if not, they find a substitute. They often also act as tour guides! After the service, the 

ushers straighten up the kneelers and the pews, so the church is ready for the next service.  

 

Our 2017 ushers included Carl Alfano, Judi Buncher, Walter Dein, , George Edwards, Elaine Feyereisen, 

Bramley Maber, Jim O’Connor, Susan Perl, Rod Webster, , and me!  

 

We would also like to thank Jim Miller who has retired after many years of faith filled service. We miss you! 

 

We are always looking for ushers for both services. Please consider volunteering! If you are interested in 

serving or have questions, please see Mother Lisa or myself.  

 

Respectively submitted by Peggy James, Usher Coordinator  

 

 

 

WEDDING COMMITTEE REPORT 2017 

 
In 2017 we hosted one wedding.  At this time there are two weddings scheduled with deposits for 2018 and one 

baptism rental of the church and parish hall. (This couple rented our church for their wedding in 2013, and then 

for their first baby’s baptism in 2016. They live in Lakewood and like having their special ceremonies in our 

church.)  

Our gross income in 2017 was $2,000.00 total expenses were $75.00, showing a net profit of $1,925.00.       

It seems that couples find us from our website, or by word of mouth.  Also many recommendations for us come 

to the couples from reception venues, previous officiates and previous brides and grooms. 

We would welcome any parishioners, who would like to help us in any small or large way.  Our tasks include 

showing the church to interested couples, coordinating wedding details, directing parking on the day of the 

wedding, bell ringing after the ceremony, preparing a small gift as a thank you to the couple, and advertising 

our service to reception sites and other ways.  Volunteers are welcome to be involved with any of these tasks at 

their own availability.  Please feel free to contact me.  

I am sincerely grateful to all the devoted committee members and helpers this past year: Peggy James, Tara 

Dunford, Elaine Feyereisen, Gordon Brown, Mimi Brown, Meg Bernhardt, Walter Dein, Jeff Veil, Kim 

Honecker, Kate Apostolacus, Chris Brondi, Paul Murgio, Mother Lisa, Casey and the Altar Guild.  

 

Respectively submitted by Noel Murgio, Wedding Committee Chairperson. 

 

 

GROSS RECEIPTS:  $          2,000.00      TOTAL EXPENSES:  $                      75.00  

      

    
NET PROFIT:  $                 1,925.00  

 
Note:  This income is reflected in “Contributions” line of budget 
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KNITTING PEARLS 2017 
 

As our host, Perky Cameron, is in the hospital recovering from pneumonia, I will give a small report on what 

we do. 

 

Sarah Schmid, Susan Sellers, Bridget Sokolow, Perky and I are the usuals who show up at Perky’s on 

Wednesday nights at 7:00 until 9:00.  This past bazaar, we made animals made out of a knitted square.  They 

were fun to make and turned out beautifully.  Others have contributed items that we have used for the bazaar, 

for which we are very  thankful.  We make blankets for children that are baptized at Christ Church.  Also we 

have made prayer shawls for comfort for someone ill or troubled.  Our meetings are definitely social, and the 

only time the talking stops is when someone is counting stitches. 

 

Anyone interested in participating, we meet at Perky’s home in Sea Brook.  If you don’t know how to knit, we 

will gladly teach you at a meeting, OR we could set up a Sunday after church to teach you. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Pam Aschettino 

 

 

 

 

 

MARTHA’S CUPBOARD 2017 
 

Martha’s Cupboard is one of the Outreach Programs at Christ Church.   In Conjunction with the Food Bank of 

Monmouth County we help to supply food to the seniors at the Washington Manor Senior Building.  We do this 

through food and cash donations that supplement the monthly allocation from the Food Bank.   We have been 

involved in this Ministry for over nine years.  We have developed a great working relationships and friendships 

the residents and staff at the Washington Manor.  This is a monthly distribution taking up less than two hours 

and allows us to help up to fifty individuals.  I hope to keep this program vital for the foreseeable future with 

the help of our parishioners.   

 

This Christmas we gave Gift Bags for each apartment at Washington Manor.  Each bag contained household 

supplies, Personal Products and Candy.  The Bags also held personal Christmas Cards Made by Children at 

Christ Church.  We would like to do this several times a year to better serve the residents 

 

I would like to thank the volunteers who join us for the food distribution at Martha’s Cupboard, Kit Schiavo, 

Carol McKeever, Mother Lisa, Jeff Veil, Allie Cummings, Lisa Mitchell, John Potzae,  Deacon Bill Balmer, 

and Justin Regiec.  I would also like to thank the Webster and Marengo families for their cash donations that 

allow us to supply the pantry at Martha’s Cupboard. 

 

Special Thanks to everyone who donates generously to the cupboard on a weekly basis and to anyone whom I 

may have missed listing above. With the help and support of our congregation we are fulfilling an important 

and necessary outreach.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Dianne Regiec, Director Martha’s Cupboard  
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2017 LAY MINISTRIES REPORT 

 

 
Acolytes 

Kate Apostolacus, Andrew Brown, Judi Buncher,  Priscilla Gettis, Sofia Hanhan, Edgar John,  

 Georgette King, Danielle Lauterwasser, Cassie Reagan, Stacey Reagan, P.J. Reyes,  

Brandon Shin, Erin States, Natalia Tevar, Matthew White 

 
Altar Guild 

Pamela Aschettino, Pam Diamond, Phyllis Edwards, Edgar John,  

Ann Miller, Barbara Raspanti, Rachelle Spencer Mikita, and Cindy Webster 

 
Chalice Bearers 

Andrew Brown, Judi Buncher, Perky Cameron, Priscilla Gettis,  

Edgar John, Georgette King, Stacey Reagan, Rod Webster  

 
Clock Winders 

Walter Dein, George Edwards, alternate: Walter Burrell  

 

Counters 

Pam Aschettino, Elaine Feyereisen, Peggy James, Kit Schivao 

 
Greeters 

Perky Cameron, George Edwards, Elaine Feyereisen,  

Bob & Kim Honecker, Jim O’Connor 

 

Lectors 

Meg Bernhardt, Richard Brugger, Walter Burrell, Perky Cameron, Tom Cameron, Bill Cuff,  

Walt Dein, Bob Honecker, Peggy James, Robert Maber, Susan Coene-Perl,  

Kathy Redinger, Patrice Thornton, Bob Zeller 

 
Ushers 

Carl Alfano, Judi Buncher, Walt Dein, George Edwards,  

Elaine Feyereisen, Peggy James, Bramley Maber, Jim O’Connor,  

Susan Coene-Perl, Rod Webster  

 
Additional members that serve when available during holidays or other special occasions  

David Alfano, Christine Meislohn, Erin Pedalino 

 

To all of the above, many, many thanks from a grateful Parish. 
(Apologies if we missed anyone!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 


