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In Remebrance 
 

 



“O God, who created all peoples in your image, 

 we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this world. 

Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, 

and show us your presence in those who differ most from us,  

until our knowledge of your live is made perfect in our love for all your children;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Nearly eight months ago, in the aftermath of Charlottesville, I extended an offer to those who might want to 

casually meet together to talk about matters of race in our church, our community, and in our country. Besides 

me, thirteen different parishioners came to at least one of the meetings which were held at the Rectory. A 

couple only came once, about half a dozen came every time, and the rest were in-between. The oldest member 

was in his eighties, the youngest in his twenties, the rest were in-between. Five identify as black (either African 

American or from Island backgrounds), eight as white (Caucasian or European), and two have blended race 

families. The last “official” meeting was in May. 

 

It is hard to describe how much I enjoyed these conversations. We spent a lot of time simply listening to one 

another’s stories, which were so interesting, enlightening, and informative. The group was quick to form a trust 

that allowed us to share from the heart – and for us to ask questions among ourselves that we might not have 

had the chance to ask before. We heard stories from the past and ones from the present. And I think we all 

realized both how very much we are alike and how much we want to be able to help make our church, our 

society, and the world a better place in which to live. 

 

We chose a name for our group: A Circle of Friends, which says it all. We put up a Bulletin Board in the Parish 

Hall (on the northwest side by the Books). We hosted a couple special guests from the Quaker Meeting which 

broadened our conversation – and the possibilities for what we might do in the future. At our May meeting, we 

talked about several things we might be able want to pursue here at Christ Church.  

 

We have already started with some of the suggestions; the first was the use of a beautiful little collect that is 

found in our Book of Common Prayer on page 840 tucked away in “Thanksgivings: For the Diversity of Races 

and Cultures”. It is the one at the top of this page; I have started using it as the collect at the close of the Prayers 

of the People (which fit so beautifully with the recent Feast of Pentecost). When the summer schedule begins 

we will use it at the conclusion of the service with everyone saying it together. We are also keeping the Bulletin 

Board current: there is so much every week in the news that we are clipping and posting – and perhaps sparking 

new conversations. 

 

There are several other ideas we will continue to discuss and pursue. Some are simple, others quite interesting! 

Some just for the Christ Church congregation, others for reaching out into our community and other places of 

worship. I am putting Sunday June 24th following the 9 am service in the Parish Hall on the calendar for our 

next meeting; so mark your calendar and do join us! We would love to hear your voice as we continue to dream 

about what God is calling us to do in our own individual lives and in the life of our church. As the collect says 

so well, “enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship” – we invite you to widen our Circle of 

Friends. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 
 



 

 

George Edward Councell, 11th Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of New Jersey, dies at 68  

The Right Reverend George Edward Councell, Bishop of the Episcopal 

Diocese of New Jersey from 2003 until he retired in 2013, died May 21 at 

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in Hamilton, NJ from 

complications from a stroke suffered the previous Thursday. He was 68. 

Bishop Councell presided during a time of conflict in both The Episcopal 

Church and the Diocese of New Jersey.  His gifts for listening, pastoral 

care, and healing became the hallmarks of his episcopate. 

"I will always be grateful for the pastoral gifts that were embodied in 

George Councell," said the Right Reverend William H. Stokes, 

Councell's successor as Bishop of New Jersey.  "He turned over to me a 

diocese that had been broken, but that had experienced tremendous 

healing through his ministry and his capacity to love Jesus and love God's 

people." 

In a 2013 interview with the Times of Trenton, Bishop Councell 

laughingly noted:  "I wanted to become a bishop to get closer to God, but 

with so many people here to look after, I thought, 'Wow, I'll really have 

to get closer to God to do this.'  But I feel that I have." 

 

Bishop Councell actively encouraged recognition and giving voice to marginalized communities within the 

church. As bishop, Councell allowed his clergy permission to officiate over same-sex marriages in their 

churches in 2013. 

 

"It was very dear to me to keep everyone at the table, the Lord's table, and not needlessly build these boundaries 

among one another," he said in a 2013 interview. "The church isn't the totally safe place I want it to be [for the 

LGBTQ community], but I think we've made it a safer place for them, and a place where they can come, and be 

seen as people who want the same things as all of us: to have a healthy, happy, strong, supportive family." 

 

Bishop Councell also made the dismantling of structural racism a priority within the Diocese. "Bishop 

Councell's immense kindness and capacity to listen as a healer were instrumental in moving towards racial 

reconciliation in the Diocese of New Jersey, particularly in his unwavering support of our Anti-Racism 

ministries," said Barbara Okamoto Bach, longtime member and a leader and educator in the Diocese's Anti-

Racism Commission. "His strong belief in our efforts, and that healing and reconciliation were attainable 

through the redemptive power of God's love, made so many difficult paths of healing possible." 

 

"Never have I known a more spiritual, loving, compassionate man of God," said The Rev. Canon Elizabeth 

Geitz, who served as Bishop Councell's transition officer, a position dedicated to clergy placement, for the 



majority of his episcopate. "What a loss for us." 

 

Bishop Councell graduated from the University of California at Riverside Phi Beta Kappa with honors with a 

Bachelor of Arts in 1971. In 1975 he earned a Master of Divinity from Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. Councell was ordained a priest in 1975 in the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles.  Among other 

positions, he served as Rector of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Lake Forest, IL from 1995 to 2003 and as Canon 

to the Ordinary in the Diocese of Western Massachusetts from 1986 to 1995. 

 

After retirement, Councell served as resident Chaplain of Doane Academy, an Episcopal college preparatory 

school in Burlington, New Jersey.  He taught courses on Ethics and World Religions. 

 

Councell lived in Pennington, New Jersey with his wife of 47 years, Ruth May Tietjen, an artist and illustrator. 

They met while undergraduate students at the University of Redlands. He is survived by Ruth and their two 

daughters; Sarah Councell Turner, who graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary with a Master of 

Theological Studies degree, Martha Councell-Vargas, Professor of Flute at Western Michigan University, his 

six-year-old granddaughter,  Alma Susana Vargas, his sister, Pamela Plouffé, nephews Jerry Roberts III, and 

Justin Roberts, and his niece, Dawn Drootin and their families. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the Councell family requests 

donations be made to the George E. Councell Fund for UrbanPromise Ministries in the Diocese of New 

Jersey.  UrbanPromise Ministries is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to equipping children and young 

adults in underserved communities with the skills necessary for academic achievement, life management, 

spiritual growth, and Christian leadership.  In the Diocese of NJ, UrbanPromise currently serves the cities of 

Camden and Trenton. 

 

"[Life is] too good not to try to live according to God's will, and when we fall down, to get up again, for the 

sake of that loving mother, father and friend whom we've seen in Jesus Christ," Bishop Councell said in a 

service celebrating his ministry in October 2013. "We have to rejoice, we have to celebrate, because He's raised 

from the dead, so there's nothing to stand between you and that love. May that love prosper among you; I'll see 

you in church." 

 

 

 

 

                   
 

Photos: The Funeral of the Right Reverend George E. Councell by Chris Gregory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VFuXBLQhTWyHm6FaztSiBeVZau-cQS01l_sBam1likUNOfe9RceHr8uDtomAhTkUpoQYBH2j8QchT76Sk2CXgpjyimOf-Hb6i-ZD4X7DO_fpjaBU4Zj02a9HeTkDnghnyePft6Hz_WGGalCwPBUy1ib92BEuBHMoHy9E2pwMB4tcY8saVDT1qHoO0_e8go6Y3k8lben2yFLyFAHQy-cjlHB7CS2GdSzq1bDOzLUeKmIrOvhs2_Qu4BpBzUYF-lrdd1bqeod9O6iOlWs-CC03Vg==&c=vLn2v55sjQqu0D1raHJnf-cFy99wyX_oa8ChPpxWLx9Yd0dEmm5NFg==&ch=YB4TrHOm2souqYdfxr0YhEq5NLf-pbhSyTQjod0Dy7P3u_xm7eRZdw==
http://dioceseofnj.org/funeral-service-for-bishop-councell/


PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us know so 

we can also keep our records/database up to date.  

Please send us an email or call the Church Office at 

732-741-2220.  
 

 

Congratulations:  
to Christina Alfano who was the recipient of the 

Diocesan Van Duzer Foundation Scholarship!  

 

 
 

 
PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble:   

*Carolyn, *Matthew, *Irwin Rapolla, *Shirley, 

*Ruthann, *Chrissy Maber, *Mignon Williams, 

*Cassie Reagan, *Phil Ryser, *Rick, *Diane, *Zack 

Roberts, *Heidi Gall, *John Smalls, *Ron Knoth, 

*Dianne, *Sarah Schmid, *Pete and Jill Biddle, 

*Joan, *MiMi Brown, *Christina Shin, *Perky 

Cameron, *Sue Napoletano, *Chris Balas, *Marion 

Phillips, *Susan Sellers, *Brother Richard, Michael 

Schiavo, Patrick Donohoe, Jake, Loren James, John 

Veil, Jennifer Turner, Debbie Ambrogio, Pam, Ana 

Cisneros, Ian Hay, Mark Schiavo, Breanne, Chuck, 

Cindy and John,  John and John David Meade, 

Reverend Milton Holmes, Trevin,  William 

Emerson, Ava, Jay Czarnecki, Becky Cuthbert, 

Pete, Sue, Joan Hall, Lucy, Dory Reagan, Adam 

David, Charie Miller, Richard Brugger Sr., 

Alexandra, Sally Cooper, Lucy, Harriet Clare 

Shaner, Roy, Katie, Anella, Antonia Malone, Leigh 

and Richard Polhemus, Sam Nativo, Stan Thornton, 

Charlotte Spencer, Sherri, Pat Rivenes, Eileen 

Borden, Phyllis Tetley, Barbara, Bill Allen, Mary, 

Pik, Nancy Erickson, Erin Brugger, Bart Bezyack, 

Nathan, Natalie, Ardith Veres, JoAnn Veres, 

Ophelia†, Arnese, Celeste Bonura, James Caparoso, 

Nan, Jan, Heather Cuff, Rick, Jane Lynch, Peggy, 

Craig Geer, Robert (Bob) Van Valkenburgh, Vuyi, 

Joe, Ruth Roth, Robert Graeve, John Sands, John, 

Sue, Pat K., Malvina, Maureen Bernstein, Stan 

Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn  and for all who serve our 

country here and abroad, especially Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Dennis, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron. 
 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

to Sarah Schmid for helping with the Easter week 

bulletins (apologies for being omitted from the list 

in our May issue). 

 

to Bob Kelly for overseeing the Christ Church 

participation again this year with “Weekend in Old 

Monmouth”.  Special thanks to Jamie Green for 

stepping in for Bob Kelly (who had a family 

emergency take him out of town). Thank you to all 

our Docents. (See related article in this issue)  

 

to Jenny Lovekin for steam cleaning the office and 

library carpets. 

 

to Stuart and Judi Buncher for their portrayals 

(dressed in full period attire) and participation once 

again in our Memorial Day Service  
 

 
 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

Mass on the Grass 

Saturday Evenings @ 5:00PM 

Begins: Saturday, June 9th 

 (counts for Sunday!) 

Saturday Evenings at 5pm, beginning June 9th, 
Christ Church will be holding service outside in the 

back strip of the parking lot.   Mass on the Grass is 

Holy Eucharist with a casual setting.  Bring your 

own lawn chair! The music, liturgy, and dress will 

all be less formal than what you will find on a 

Sunday morning. An altar is set up at the south end 

of the little strip at the back of our parking lot 

waiting your arrival. This service is meant for all 

the family; bring a blanket for the kids to sit on, and 

a toy or two, as well. We provide everything else, 

even the bug spray.   Rain or Shine! We move inside 

to the Parish house if it rains! 

 

Youth Sunday  
Sunday, June 10

th
 10AM 

Please note: There will be only ONE 

service on June 10
th

 (NO 8am service)  
Plan to be there to support our children & youth. 

Sundaes will be served!!! 
ALL ACOLYTES ARE INVITED TO VEST 

FOR THIS SERVICE 

 

Summer Service 

Schedule 

Begins: Sunday, June 17 

9:00 AM 

 

 

 Don’t forget   

Sunday, June 17 

Notes from Christian Education 

Commission: 
 

Reminder:  June 10 is Youth Sunday.   

This is the date our congregation celebrates the 

accomplishments of our children and Youth in 

Church.  This year we are re-introducing the “take-

over” of the lector, usher, gift bearer’s positions by 

the kids.  Ushers will be paired with an adult.  In 

order to participate as one of the above, please let 

Mrs. Nap know by Sunday June 3 if your child or 

Youth is interested.  
 

Youth Sunday is a big deal!  This year all of the  

Church School students will be sharing with you  

their “Journey to Jerusalem”.  They’ve traveled 

so very far this year.  Come find out what it is all 

about it.  
 

Parents: On Sunday, May 27 and Sunday, June 2 

We will be reviewing our travels and organizing the 

J to J tote bags for Youth Sunday. It is important for 

your child to attend these classes. 
 

We look forward to seeing all Church School 

students to wrap up the School Year over the next 

couple weeks and to celebrate them on Youth 

Sunday.   
 

Traditional Sundaes to follow.   
 

Sue Nap  

 

 
Second Saturday Workday 

 

The next workday will be Saturday, June 9th, 10:00 

AM to 4:00 PM.  This is the last workday before the 

summer break, so it becomes important to complete 

as many of the small projects as possible. In general 

there is always more to be done then helping hands 

taking part.  Most tasks can be handled by any age 

group or skill level.  This is a good opportunity for 

those who need community service credit.  Your 

help for an hour or two will be greatly appreciated. 

My cooking skills are basic, but a hot lunch is 

always provided.  Walter Dein, Second Saturday 

Chair Person 



STAR SPANGLED 

CELEBRATION 

Come join the Christ Church 

Community in an  

Independence Day 

Commemoration 

July 1st @ 9 AM 

 
STAR SPANGLED CELEBRATION 

Come join the Christ Church Community in 

an Independence Day Commemoration 
 

 

 
 

 

Those Who Serve 

 Lay Ministries need your Help!! 
 

We are always looking for additional lay ministers 

to serve at our worship!  Have you ever considered 

it?  Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers, Lectors, and Chalice 

Bearers, ALL play very important roles in our 

services. The more lay ministers we have, the less 

often one individual has to serve! We would like to 

have enough volunteers so that each lay minister 

would only have to serve once a month!  If you 

have any questions or would like to join any one of 

our teams, please talk to Mother Lisa or call the 

office.  Looking forward to talking to you! 

 

 

 “Those Who Serve” 
Summer Schedules 

We will be finalizing the July and August lay 

ministry schedules. In an effort to try to make sure 

all the ministries are covered during the summer 

months we ask that you look over your schedules 

NOW and inform us of any dates you and your 

family will NOT BE available. If we know in 

advance we will be able to eliminate the process of 

finding replacements! 
 

GFS: Girls Friendly Society News 
Eighteen of us joined together on Mother’s Day 

Weekend for a lovely Retreat at Murray Grove in 

Lanoka Harbor. We had girls and their moms not 

only from our own chapter, but from St. George’s, 

Rumson and Grace-St. Paul, Mercerville. The 

Reverend Debra Clarke led the retreat. Centered 

around the story of Ruth and Naomi, we discussed, 

acted out, and reflected on this ancient story that 

still so resonates among women and girls of any 

age.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

GFS has been invited to attend a special workshop 

on Financial Literacy for girls. It will be held July 

1oth at 6:00 pm at the Merrill Lynch office in Red 

Bank. For more information, contact Stacy Reagan 

at stacylreagan@gmail.com. 
 

And the “last big summer thing” for our chapter is 

the annual week at Holiday House. The dates are 

August 28 through August 4. The cost is minimal 

and the fun is incalculable! Any girl 9 years and 

older who would like to go should contact the 

church office for more information. 

 

 

Handicapped Ramp  

                         Progress  Update 
 

May 20, 2018 
 

The construction of the ramp is getting closer!  

After the permit was secured, it was possible to 

order the materials for the ramp construction.  

AmRamp has done so and will inform us when they 

are in receipt of the steel sections.   
 

I met with numerous paver suppliers.  Included 

among them was Marty Ryser, who did our brick 

walkways.  Marty has assured me that he will be 

able to do the pavers needed for the ramp.  Peggy 

and I decided to use his company for the job.   

Marty Ryser and Marty Gold, each owners of their 

respective companies, are now in touch with each 

other and will coordinate the two aspects of the 

installation.  
 

Elaine Feyereisen 



Church Displays Its Devotion to 

Both the ‘Quick and the Dead’ 
 

During annual weekend in Old Monmouth, visitors 

were delighted by Church’s current vitality and its 

care for those who went before us 
 

 
 

Christ Church’s annual participation in the 

Weekend in Old Monmouth history celebration 

showcased the Church’s continuing health and 

community involvement while also literally 

displaying its commitment to tradition. 
 

The 13 parishioners who served as docents on May 

5 and 6 counted at least 75 visitors to the church, 

with more wandering our churchyard toting a new 

publication that was a sell-out. As in past years, 

visitors inside the church could peruse our historical 

records documenting the church’s rich history along 

with centuries-old artifacts, such as the orb that 

graced the pinnacle of our church steeple that bore 

the brunt of Patriots’ musket balls during the 

Revolutionary War. 

 

 

The new publication? It is a richly illustrated 

brochure that serves as a self-guided tour of our 

graveyard, highlighting some of its notable if 

underappreciated inhabitants (such as jazz great 

Eddie Condon) and remarkable grave markers. 

Produced in cooperation with Monmouth 

University, the docents ran out of the new brochures 

by midday on Sunday (we have since ordered a 

second printing which should be available soon.) 

The brochure walks visitors through the graveyard 

using discrete but highly visible markers at 

highlighted gravestones and is highly recommended 

reading for both parishioners and visitors. 

 

 
 

Beyond the notable historical richness of our 

Weekend in Old Monmouth displays, it was the 

welcoming docents who provided a critical service 

for visitors, many of whom expressed surprise that 

Christ Church was “still” an active parish. Rather 

than a dusty museum, our docents disabused visitors 

of their mistaken notions, and could point to an 

‘Upcoming Events’ flyer on display (many were 

handed out as well) showing visitors the full range 

of the religious services, activities and outreach 

programs that form the heart of our church.  

The flyer highlighted our upcoming Pentecost and 

Memorial Day services, but also listed our social 

services activities like the church-supported 

Covenant House sleep out, our Circle of Friends 

discussion and action group and the June 16 concert 

in the church by our resident a cappella vocal 

ensemble MadRegalia. 

 

Thanks to our docents for donating parts of their 

weekends to serve: Jim O’Connor, Robert Maber, 

Peggy James, Walter Dein, Connie Goddard, 



Barbara Carroll, Nancy Stewart, Bob Stewart, 

Elaine Feyereisen, Colleen Roth and Mark Roth.  

Special thanks are due to Walter Dein for 

schlepping most of the artifacts and documents 

from the parish house to the church before the 

weekend and for putting in a double shift as a 

docent on Saturday. For once, Bob Kelly was not 

present since he was out of town, managing from 

afar, but he remains the inspiration for our history-

related activities and so many more at Christ 

Church. 

 

Jamie Green 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA!!!! 
Are you on facebook?   

Be a friend of Christ Church on facebook!  

Recommend your friends become a friend of Christ 

Church also. Please share events and the good news 

about the exciting events we post. 
 

 

 

 

Please remember your pledge  

during the summer 
With the summer months coming, our income 

usually drops which puts a strain on finances and 

our ability to cover our expenses. Please remember 

to send in your pledge if you are going to be away 

on vacation.  Simply mail it in!  Thank you. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Ministry Institute 

Diocese of New Jersey 

A Center for Christian Formation, Spirituality, 

Ministry Learning, and Development 

Workshops-Retreats-Courses-Conferences For 

Everyone in the Diocese of New Jersey 

To learn about courses and/or to register visit their 

web site at 

www.newjersey.anglican.org  

and click Ministry Institute 

Episcopal Church website 

www.EpiscopalChurch.org 
 

 

Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

April 2018 

Year to Date Totals 

 

Category Actual Budget 

$ Over 

Budget 

Plate  $908.00   $1,182.00   $(274.00) 

Pledge 

 

$68,277.00   $51,721.00  

 

$16,556.00  

Total 

Income 

 

$79,706.00   $75,534.00   $4,172.00 

Total 

Expense  

 

$81,658.00   $79,448.00   $2,210.00 

Net 

Income 

 

$(1,952.00)  $(3,914.00)  $1,962.00 

 

Notes 

 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a 

net deficit of ($1952). This is lower than the 

budgeted deficit of ($1962). 

2. Our current budget shows that our total 

income is $4172 more than budgeted year to 

date. 

3. Our current expenses are running ($2210) 

more than budgeted. This is primarily due to 

oil deliveries exceeding budget due to cold 

weather and price increases.  

4. Our pledge income YTD is $16,556 more 

than budgeted due to pledge prepayment.  

$22,940 was prepaid in 2017 and deposited 

in our operating account in January.    

 

The pledge income surplus increased from March to 

April. 

 

The cash flow is still good after the first 4 months 

and hopefully, we will not have to touch the 

endowment funds until the end of the 2
nd

 quarter. 

 

As always, we thank you for continued support of 

Christ Church. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Regiec - Treasurer 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg
http://www.newjersey.anglican.org/
http://publicaffairs.createsend1.com/t/r/l/idfuhk/xtukjuykh/d/


 
MadRegalia  

-- the resident a cappella ensemble of  
Christ Church--presents 

 

Centuries of Song 
From  

Monteverdi to Pentatonix 
 

Saturday, June 16,  

7:00 PM  

in the church  
 

Come join us for a voyage through 
time as we explore a cappella music 

through the ages. 
Light refreshment is provided 

 

Suggested donation: $15 

 
 

Community Garden 

UPDATE 

 
Tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, squash and 

BEANS!!! We have planted all those delicious 

vegetables now let's pray for a bumper crop.  

 

We are in the process of putting together a weed 

and water schedule so there's still time to get 

involved. We are planning on donating these gems 

so let us know if you know of groups or individuals 

in need. 

Contact person Kim Roberts Honecker 732 530-

7451 kimroberts05@gmail.com 

“It Takes a Village To Raise a Child” 
 

A new era in Queeni’s life begins… 
  

After graduating high school, Queeni* has posted 

together a collection of her 30+ earned certificates. 

This includes her academic achievements, 

leadership awards, special training seminars, and a 

total of 10 competition awards. She has also 

received sashes and crowns for her participation in 

several school pageants. 
  

She now looks forward to the challenge of a college 

education in the pursuit of achieving a degree in 

Mass Communications. The course curriculum 

includes an impressive list of a wide verity of 

topics. 
  

Please keep Queeni in your prayers as she makes 

the adjustment to new friends and the rigors of 

college life. 

   
 

 
 

We have recently been informed that Queeni is 

having some health/medical issues.  She is currently 

undergoing testing which will determine if any 

treatment is necessary.  She is scheduled to begin 

classes on June 4
th

.  Please keep Queeni in your 

prayers. 

 

*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ 
Church supplied a scholarship for college.   

mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com


Did You Know?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                                       Parish Historian 
 

This month we have a guest columnist……. 
 

by: Rick Geffken 

Shrewsbury Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

Bob Kelly’s article in the May issue of The Crown brought to light information about the 

early Anglican slaveholders among Christ Church parishioners. In it he examined Isabella Kearney, sister-in-

law of Rev. Samuel Cooke, who had five of her slaves baptized in Shrewbury. There is more to this story. 

 

A prominent and influential defender of the Church of England during his time in the Colonies, Samuel Cooke 

was thus intricately linked to the mother country. He was forced to leave Shrewsbury in the run up to the 

Revolutionary War. Just before he fled to London, he gave a May 1775 farewell sermon in which he alludes to  

this: “My duty, my Interest, My Affection, all will 

strongly concur to induce me to return to you again as 

soon as the present unhappy Distractions of the Times 

will permit me to do it with any kind of Safety – In the 

meantime, My Prayers, etc.” He left his eight children 

behind with relatives. 

 

Cooke’s wife Graham (nee Kearney) had died in 

September 1771. Their oldest daughter Mary was 16 at 

her mother’s death, too young to take care of her seven 

siblings ranging in age from under one to eleven. It’s 

likely that sister-in-law Isabella Kearney helped in those 

intervening four years. Recall that Isabella had four 

woman slaves who would be ideal caretakers for the 

children. The never-married Isabella “supervised” the 

slaves working the farm she and her sister Graham co-

owned. The hundred-acre farm was located south of 

Shrewsburytown, in a remote and underpopulated area 

called Marshes Bog (today’s Farmingdale where this 

author lives on part of their former property). Some of 

the Cooke children may have gone to live with their 

aunt, at least temporarily. 

At Graham’s death, the Rev. Cooke inherited half the 

farm property and, of course, the Kearney slaves. Just a 

few months before, in July 1771, a census of 

slaveholders in Shrewsbury noted that Samuel Cook 



(sic) owned four “Neger slaves” (left column in insert, second from bottom). Maybe these four were the same 

slaves at the Marshes Bog farm, counted as Cooke’s property. Or, maybe not. 

 

When Samuel Cooke arrived in Shrewsbury on assignment for the Society for the Preservation of the Gospel in 

Foreign Parts (SPGFP) he was given a minimal salary. As a kind of sweetener, he was granted the use of a 

glebe, a large farm property in Tinton Falls, which would help generate more income. Cooke was a peripatetic 

preacher, constantly on his rounds to parishioners in Freehold, Middletown, Cranbury, and New Brunswick. He 

would not have had the time, nor the skills to work a farm of almost 500 acres located along “the Road from 

Tinton Falls to Shrewsbury Town.” Cooke would have needed slaves to work on the glebe. Thus, the four 

slaves in the census list may be different people from the four slaves Cooke co-owned with his sister-in-law in 

Marshes Bog.  

 

We know about this farm glebe from a March 1779 deed of sale of the Tinton Falls property from the 

“Commissioners of Monmouth” to the minister’s daughter, Mary Cooke, then twenty-four years. Although 

Samuel Cooke had returned to New York as a Chaplain for the British Army during the Revolution, there is no 

evidence he was able to visit his children in Shrewsbury. New Jersey considered him a fugitive, subject to arrest 

by the Patriot authorities. Further, the New Jersey Legislature had passed laws confiscating Loyalist properties. 

Cooke had lost his half the Marshes Bog property and the entire Tinton Falls glebe. 

 

There is no mention of any slaves in the deed of sale to Mary Cooke, or any records 

showing they were manumitted. If the other Cooke children (nineteen to six years in 

1779) were reunited with Mary on the glebe, the Cooke slaves would have insured 

their survival. 

 

After the Revolutionary War ended in 1783, Samuel Cooke returned yet again to 

England with his Guards unit. The SPGFP reassigned him to missionary duties in 

New Brunswick, Canada. With the exception of two grown and married daughters 

remaining in the new United States, Mary and the other surviving Cooke children 

migrated to Canada with their father in 1785. There, the indomitable Cooke would 

take on a new mission - ministering to hundreds of defeated and demoralized 

Loyalists who had also left the Thirteen Colonies.  During the next decade, Cooke 

started at least two new Anglican parishes before his tragic 1795 death by drowning 

with his son Michael in a Fredericton river. 

 

Samuel Cooke filed for compensation to the British government after the war claiming he “lost a Negro man 

worth  £100 and a Negro wench worth £56,” described as runaways. It is unclear whether these were the slaves 

working the glebe, or on the Kearney sisters’ Marshes Bog farm. 

 

In a future article, we’ll look at another Christ Church slaveholder, Thomas Morford, whose name appears just 

below Cooke’s on the 1771 list. 

 
Rick Geffken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORIC ROSE MEDITATION GARDEN 
JUNE 2018 UPDATE 

 

There have been many changes to the HRMG over the past couple of years. Some of this is due to plants dying 

of natural causes but most have been due to the continued evolution of this beautiful gem in the graveyard by 

the intrepid team of gardeners called Edith’s Angels. 

 

The signs describing the roses, always intended to be temporary, have succumbed to severe winters. They have 

been replaced by a sturdier sign that is actually a map of the roses in the garden. There are also smaller signs 

noting other plantings, like lavender. 

 

From Edith’s Angels, here is a chronology for when the various roses can be expected to bloom. 

 

                               HRMG MAP                                                              IRISES 

 

              
 

 

 

 

WAITING FOR THE BLOOMIN’ ROSES 

 



 

Depending on the weather some rose might start blooming in May, but mostly June - July and again in  

September  

 

Empress Josephine 

 

Bloom only once in mid -June -July 

Teasing Georgia 

 

Starts in June and continues into Fall. A Climber 

Trinity Rose 

 

June until fall, White rose 

Ben Britton 

 

Repeat bloomer  

Love 

 

June July 

Pink Pet or Caldwell Rose 

  Wollerton Old Hall 

 

Comes from Shropshire England - Shrewsbury. Wollerton Old Hall  

  

has one of the most beautiful private Gardens in England 

  

It is set around a 16 century Hall,  A repeat bloomer 

   Maitland White  

 

It has a nice fragrance, blooms throughout the season.  

   

Chestnut rose or Burr rose.  

 

William Roxburgh came upon this rose in Canton, China.  

  

It was known for generations there as ‘Hoi-tong-hong’.  

  

He sent it to Calcutta Botanical Gardens and then to England around 1820.  

  

Large pink flowers and grown for its hips because they look like chestnut burrs. 

 

 

 

 

Repeat bloomer 

 

 

Edith’s Angels, named after the child buried in the Rose Garden, are Ellen Preissler, Terese Blake, Nancy 

Stewart, Sue Berdahl, and Robin Blair They are also all members of the Shrewsbury Garden Club. 

Our thanks to them for their wonderful and diligent tending of the HRMG. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 



 
 

On Friday, June 11th, Covenant House held its first "Sleep Out" in Asbury Park to raise money in support of its 

new homeless shelter and resource facility in the city. Jim O'Connor joined thirty-four other volunteers first 

learning from some of the youth helped by Covenant House and then sleeping outside of Trinity Church in what 

turned into a rainy night! In sleeping bags with cardboard as the "mattress" these volunteers braved the 

rain until 5:00 AM when they all gathered inside for prayerful reflection on their experiences from the evening. 

 

In addition to raising awareness of the homeless issue in our area, this group also raised close to $45,000 for the 

Covenant House Asbury Park facility and services. Thank you to the generous financial support of our Christ 

Church parishioners who supported this worthy cause. 

  

 
 

 

A Free Raffle: Night of Broadway Stars…..to Benefit Covenant House 
 

As you may know, our parish has been working with Covenant House for several years. In appreciation, they 

have given us two tickets for their BIG annual fundraiser, Night of Broadway Stars, which usually sell for 

$1,000 each. There are several of us who have attended this gala event in the past, and now we would like to 

open it up to anyone in the parish who would like to attend. 

 

So here is the plan: If you would like to attend the event on June 14th at the New Jersey Performing Arts 

Center in Newark, simply let us know. We will put your name in “the hopper”. We will draw the winning name 

on Sunday, June 10th. Call the office or send us an email (or you can add your name on the 10th!). The doors 

open at 5:30 for a Cocktail Reception and Raffles, Showtime is at 7:30 and a dessert reception begins at 9:30. 

We are happy and delighted to be supporters of Covenant House. 

 

 

 
 



June 2018 
 

 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

1 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

Flea Market set up 

 

 

 

2 
9am-3pm 

Flea Market 
 

 
 

 

3 
9am - 1pm 

Flea Market 

 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

4 
Office closed 

 

9AM 

Embroidery Guild 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

7 
 

12:30-1:30PM 

Shrewsbury 4th grade 

class visit 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

8 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

9 
 

10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday Workday 

 

5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service 

10 
YOUTH SUNDAY 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

 

11 
Office closed 

 

 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 
 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

Finance Meeting  

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

15 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

16 
 

 
5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service  

 

7PM 

MadRegalia Concert 

 

17 
FATHER’S DAY 

 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

18 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

6:00PM 

VestryMeeting 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

21 
Casey off 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

22 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting  

23 
 

 

 

5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service 

 

24 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Circle of Friends 

meeting follows 

 

11:30AM 

Lovekin 

funeral/burial 

 

25 
Office closed 

 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8:30PM 

AA meeting 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting  

 

30 

 

 
 

 
5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service 

 

*CHURCH SCHOOL:  9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade)  

 

 
 
 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2018 
 

Peggy James – Senior Warden, Stewardship 
James O’Connor – Junior Warden, Outreach 

Stephen Craven – I.T. 
Walter Dein - Property 

Jamie Green – Parish Life 
Edgar John - Outreach 

Robert Kelly – Parish Historian, Grants 
Joanne Montgomery – Fundraising 

Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 
 

Kathy Redinger - Stewardship 
Dianne Regiec – Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 

 

Treasurer—David Regiec 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 
 

    
Home Eucharist at the Rectory with Mother Lisa 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

