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“Let us now praise famous men (sic), our ancestors in their generations…” 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 44.1 

 

“On Saturday, September 29, 2018, at 2 PM in Trinity Cathedral, Trenton, the Diocese of New Jersey will offer 
its Sixth Evensong honoring the ministry of older adults. The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Bradley, Dcn., the co-chair of 
the Committee for Ministry with Older Adults, will be our preacher. We invite you, your Wardens and Vestry 
to nominate one or two members age 65 and older (who have not previously been honored by our Diocese at 
this service) for outstanding leadership, ministry, service, and faith. Your nominees should be accompanied to 
the Evensong by clergy and other parish leaders as well as by family and friends.” 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

The above announcement came to us over the summer. The vestry discussed it at our July Meeting. Several 

names were considered (we have such wonderful parishioners, don’t we?). And we decided to nominate two 

very worthy persons. Here are the descriptions I sent in of the couple we nominated; see if you can identify who 

they are! 

 

Nominee #1 served as Senior Warden (when the current rector was called). In the early 1990’s he was in 

charge of our Heritage Project, which gave a tremendous overhaul to the church building. He was again in 

charge of our Historic 300
th

 Anniversary Celebration in 2002 – which was a phenomenal year with activities 

occurring each and every month.  He recruited over 90 people to take responsibility for the committees – almost 

the entire adult congregation. He also coordinated a much bigger event with St. Peter’s Freehold and Christ 

Church, Middletown which took place at Monmouth University. He has also served as an usher, helped in the 

office, and is involved in just about everything we do around here. 

 

Nominee #2 has been almost as active as her husband. She has served on the vestry and was Altar Guild 

Directress for many years. She has stepped down from that, but still serves faithfully on the Altar Guild. For 

many years she was part of a team that served monthly at St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen in Keansburg. She bakes for 

our Christmas Bazaar as well as staffs the Bake Shoppe. In the past, she and her husband hosted our Coffee 

Hour on numerous occasions. She has also been a great help in the office. 

 

I whole-heartedly recommend them for this honor. Their dedication to not only Christ Church but to the greater 

Episcopal Church has been life-long. 

 

Did you guess who this power ministry couple is? Yes, you are right! Our beloved Jim and Ann Miller.  

We have been so blessed to have these faithful Christians in our midst. I have learned immensely from both of 

them in my tenure here at Christ Church, and they are for me personally, mentors in the Faith.  

 

I do hope you will think about joining us on September 29th as we honor them – and the many others from our 

parishes – who are the backbones (and the hearts!) of our churches. Please let us know if you would like to 

attend (we need to send an RSVP with the numbers). For those who might be interested in carpooling, we will 

meet at the parking lot of Christ Church at 12:30 pm. 

 

Peace, 

 
Mother Lisa+ 
 
 



 3 

PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your address or telephone 

number. Let us know so we can keep our records up to 

date.  Please send us an email or call the Church Office 

at 732-741-2220.   
 

Directory updates: 
 

Change of address: 
 

Andrew Brown & Lauren Birkmire 

105 Linden Place 

Red Bank, NJ 07701 
 

Joanne Montgomery 

400 Ocean Ave. 

Sea Bright, NJ 07760 
 

Holy Matrimony 

Linda States and William Van Leer were joined 

together in the sacrament of Holy Matrimony on 

Saturday, August, 25
th

 aboard The River Queen 

Mother Lisa was the officiant.   
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Important notice regarding our Prayer List.  It had been 

the custom/policy in the past that names would only 

remain on the prayer list for three months unless we were 

notified by you to keep them on.  As of this August 1st, 

we refreshed our prayer list. We removed names of those 

we were not contacted to keep on the list. Please know 

that you can call the office to put names on (or back on) 

the prayer list.  
 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble:  *Shirley, *Mignon Williams, *Cassie 

Reagan, *John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, 

*Brother Richard, *Jim Miller, *Beverly Ryser, * 

Ruthann Zeak, *Judi Buncher, Loren James, John 

Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Reverend Milton 

Holmes, Ruth Roth, Stan Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn, 

Mariwether Schmid, Imogene. Julie, Colette, 

Antonia Malone, Heather Lance, JoAnn Veres. May 

they be relieved of their distress.  
 

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.  May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

To Jenny Lovekin, Mark and Colleen Roth, Peggy 

James, Lynn Marengo, Elaine Feyereisen, Erin 

Pedalino, and Sheila Hatami for their help 

covering some office hours while Casey was off.  It 

is most appreciated. Everything seemed to go great!   
 

A special thank you from Shirley Badal….. 

Shirley would like to thank all of you that sent her 

beautiful birthday cards and wishes (on 8/26 she 

turned 97).  She misses attending service and seeing 

all of you.    

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 
 

 
 

 

8:00AM & 10:00AM Services resume: 

We return to our regular service schedule on 

Sunday, September 9th.   

Please mark your calendars! 

 

 
Second Saturday Workday 

 

We have had a good summer with a lot of rain, but 

now it is time to trim back growth and other 

interesting tasks, such as cleaning the roof gutters, 

weeding the walkways and placing the new solar 

lights. Join the fun for an hour or two on September 

8th, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM (rain or shine).  So often 

there is more to be done then helping hands taking 

part.  Most tasks can be handled by any age group 

or skill level.  This is a good opportunity for those 

who need community service credit.  Your help for 

just short while will be greatly appreciated.  My 

cooking skills are basic, but a hot lunch will be 

provided. 
  

Walter Dein, Second Saturday Chair Person 
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Greetings from the  

Christian Education Commission 
 

COMING UP & ALMOST HERE!  
First day of Church School Class and Registration is 

Sunday, September 9, 2018   Regular church 

schedule has resumed and Lower Church School 

(pre-K through 5th grade) will meet downstairs at 

9:50 a.m. We’ve got lots going on—join us!  We 

will continue our adventures through the Old 

Testament on our continued Journey to Jerusalem.   

Since the 9th is the second Sunday of the month, 

parents are invited to participate in the program on 

that day. 

   

If you have a Young Adult (6th grade through 

High School) interested in continuing their 

religious education, please contact me or Mother 

Lisa and we will engage our volunteers. This age 

group would meet immediately following the 

worship service. 

      

NURSERY CARE -   In case you have not noticed, 

we are so blessed to have lots of Little Ones in our 

congregation.  Parents, if you are interested in 

nursery care for your Little One, please notify me or 

call the office and leave your phone number so I can 

call or email you. While we would like to offer care 

on a regular basis, we cannot do so without your 

input in advance and volunteers.  We are also 

considering a co-op approach to staffing.  

 

VOLUNTEERS -  The Christian Ed Commission 

is always seeking volunteers.  If you have an 

interest, we have a role for you.  Remember, we are 

all in this together. 

 

Faithfully, 

Sue Napoletano, Church School Director   

 
 

 

ST. GREGORY’S CHOIR 
First rehearsal 

Thursday, September 6th 

7:45PM 
 

 

Morning Prayer and Peak of the Week 

returns on Wednesday, September 12th 

Parish House Library 

9:30 – 10:00 Morning Prayer 

10:15 – 11:15 Peak of the Week 

 
Peak of the Week  

The time has come for us to start Peaking in the 

Week again! As requested, we will be taking a look 

at the ministry and journeys of Paul when we come 

back together again in September. Our first meeting 

will be September 12
th

 (please note the date 

changed) at 9:30 for Morning Prayer followed by 

our topic discussion at 10:15. We'll watch a DVD 

together on the first day.   Someone want to bring 

the popcorn? 

 

   
FUNDRAISER IS BACK!  WHOO HOOO! 
 

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends promotion is 

coming back to Monmouth Mall in October!   Every 

year, Boscov’s offers Monmouth area, non-profit, 

charitable organizations a unique fund-raising 

opportunity.  This year’s promotion will take place 

at Boscov’s Monmouth Mall on October 16, 2018.   

In order to partake of the 25% off promotion, you 

must present an admission ticket. The cost of each 

admission ticket is $5.00 - reasonable enough!    
 

This is the best part, for each ticket sold the Church 

will receive $5.00.  Yes, the full amount!!   Once 

again we are participating in this novel and 

relatively effortless fundraiser.   A new feature of 

the promotion this year is that prior to the sale, we 

can set up a table in Boscov’s to sell these tickets 

for our benefit.   
 

I will have the coupons in hand shortly and they 

will be available for purchase starting this Sunday, 

September 2.   Coupons will also be available in the 

Parish House beginning next week.  Besides raising 

much-needed funds, our Church may even get some 

free PR through the Boscov’s newspaper ads as all 

participating organizations will be listed.   
 

It’s a win-win situation all around.   

Sue Napoletano 
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September Home Eucharist 
We so enjoyed the Home Eucharists we had in the 

spring that we are having another one! This one is 

happening on Tuesday, September 25
th

, 6PM at the 

home of Joanne Montgomery. Joanne has a beautiful 

place that overlooks both the ocean and the river in 

Sea Bright (just south of the entrance to Sandy 

Hook). We will share a potluck meal, an informal 

Eucharist, and enjoyable conversation watching the 

sunset. We will also be blessing Joanne’s new home! 

Seating is limited to 12; you can email us or sign up 

on the list in the Parish House. 

 

Exploring Faith Matters (EFM) … 

…or is it Education for Ministry? 
Call it by whatever name you choose, EFM is an 

extraordinary opportunity to grow your faith, 

explore scriptures and theology, and deepen your 

spirituality. Our new seminar group is beginning in 

September (we do not yet have a start date) and will 

be meeting on Monday nights at the Christ Church 

Rectory. 

We still have a couple of slots open, so if you would 

like to know more about EFM, do give Mother Lisa 

a call or shoot her an email. She will be glad to 

share the specifics of the program and see if it is the 

right course for you. 

 

Pious Puppeteers  
 

Calling all thespians at Christ Church Shrewsbury. 

Let us gather together to celebrate puppets and the 

planet - and have a good time doing it! 
 

We will be having a grand puppet performance 

Sunday, October 14 at the 10am service here at 

Christ Church.  
 

You won't want to miss being in it! An All Star 

Cast of puppets and players is currently being 

assembled. Puppeteers of all ages, backstage 

help, puppet wranglers, narrators are all needed.  
 

Please let us know you want to be part of the fun 

and story - “Rufus's Quest”   Please contact 

Donna Devlin @ SarahAnnB@AOL.com   
 

 

Backpacks for a Smooth 

Start to School 

 
 

Once again this year, we will help children here in 

Monmouth County begin the school year with 

needed materials and supplies by participating in 

our backpack program.  There are children who 

come to school without the needed supplies such as 

pencils and notebooks, delaying or impeding their 

fresh start to the new school year.  We hope to make 

a difference for some of these children.  Please 

consider providing a child with some needed 

supplies such as: 

 

Sturdy backpack, pencils, pens, crayons, 

markers, colored pencils, highlighters, zippered 

pencil case, spiral notebooks (no binders), 

homework notebooks, child scissors, glue sticks, 

marble notebooks, erasers, and other young 

child specific supplies.   
 

Please bring the backpacks or supplies to church by 

Sunday, September 9
th. 

  

Please help us help some children again this year.  

Your generosity is appreciated.   

 

*We have had a number of backpacks donated.  

If you see an empty one in the Narthex, take one 

home, fill it with supplies and return it!   

 

 

 
 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Sunday, September 9th  

at the 10am service. 
 

 

mailto:SarahAnnB@AOL.com
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 Girls Friendly Society 

 

Girls Friendly Society is ready for a new year – and 

we are kicking it off with a Beach Bonfire Night 

on Friday, September 14th. All families with girls 

ages 5 and older are invited to join us at 7pm in 

Asbury Park (Anchor’s Bend at Sunset Avenue).  A 

beach picnic is planned for the evening. We will be 

sharing what GFS is all about, so guests are 

especially welcome, Email us at the church to 

RSVP or for more information.  

 

On Monday, September 17th the girls will have 

the opportunity to increase their Financial 

Literacy, courtesy of Merrill Lynch.  We will 

meet at from 6pm to 8 pm at their Red Bank 

office: the address is 77 Broad Street. 
 

On Friday, September 28 we have been invited for 

an evening of Bunco at St. George’s, 

Rumson, hosted by their Gfs Branch. We 

begin at 6:30pm. 

 

 

KNITTING PEARLS 
We are asking for help with a new sampler afghan 

which we plan to raffle off in December.  This is a 

great easy project as it is only 12 inches square and 

the stitches are interesting and fun.  If you are 

interested see Perky or Sarah.  We have directions 

and some yarn, you will need your own size 8 

needles. Join the fun with us on Wednesdays at 

Perky`s home from 7 -9pm at Seabrook Village or 

knit on your own.  We need 20 squares - so be a 

part of this project!   

Perky Cameron   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Prime (YG') 
The first meeting of Youth Group Prime is scheduled 

for Sunday, September 16th at 4:00 pm in the Parish 

House. For this kickoff meeting, both youth 6th grade 

and older – and their parents - are invited to attend. 

We will have supper together and talk about the year. 

Please send an RSVP by email or phone the church 

office so we can make all the arrangements. Can’t 

wait to see what everyone has been up to after a long 

summer absence! 

 

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULES  
 

We have started preparing the October/November 

schedule!!  Please let us know if you have any dates 

you are not available.   A reminder that once the 

schedule has been distributed YOU are responsible 

for finding a replacement or someone to 

switch/trade dates with. Please notify the office of 

any arrangements/changes you have made.  If you 

have trouble finding a replacement/trade, you may 

also (as soon as possible) Email the church office 

for additional help.  We will circulate an Email to 

help you to find a replacement and advise you of 

our findings.  Thanks so much.   
 

Please let us know if you are interested in joining 

ANY of our teams.  We are in need of additional 

members to serve in a number of areas.  Only 

minimal training is required and a training 

session is currently being scheduled for October 

and November.    

 

 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR Hosts Needed: We 

Episcopalians love our Coffee Hour! Some have 

even called it the “eighth sacrament” of the Church. 

Well, this eighth sacrament needs some ministers! 

Please sign up for a week as Host for the Coffee 

Hour. Sign-up sheet is on the Parish Life Bulletin 

Board. It is easy and fun – and you’ll be glad you 

did. If you need instructions, direction, let US know 

and we will be happy to assist you.   
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR NEWS 
 

Special Meet and Greet COFFEE HOUR 9/16/18 

 

You are invited to a special coffee hour on Sunday, 

September 16th, to welcome our new Christmas 

Bazaar Chairpersons, Colleen and Mark Roth. Both 

did a splendid job running the Curiosity Shop last 

year and truly enjoyed it. They are a wonderful 

couple who have exciting and new ideas to enrich 

our major fund raiser! 
 

We are inviting all returning chairs to give us a 

preview of what they do, (especially since many 

Chairs work behind the scene). For example, Perky 

Cameron, our Knitting Pearl's Chair, will show their 

progress on the knitted sampler afghan that many of 

us have already begun working on.  
 

Join us for a quick demonstration after each of the 

8:00 and 10:00 service on how to construct and 

decorate gift baskets. If you have items for your gift 

basket bring them with you. Invite a friend as all are 

welcome.  
 

We will have special surprise food treats for the 

coffee hour along with an appreciation drawing. So 

don't miss it! It will be an exciting time to share 

your ideas as well.  
 

Take care and hope to see you there, Judi Buncher. 
 

 

2018 Christmas Bazaar  
How You Can Get Involved 

By: Mark and Colleen Roth 

 

Hello, Everyone! Can you believe it?  Summer is 

almost over and it is time to talk about Christmas!  

No-When it comes to our Christmas Bazaar, we are 

definitely not rushing the season. 

 

As we mentioned during Church announcements, 

Colleen and I are very excited and honored to be the 

Chair People of our Annual, Colonial Christmas 

Bazaar!  This two-day event will be held in our 

Parish Hall on Friday, December 7 from 5- 9pm, 

and, Saturday, December 8 from 9am - 3:30pm.  

There is a set-up day, Sunday, December 2 from 

12noon to 5pm, and, a clean-up day, Sunday, 

December 9 from 12noon to 5pm.  We have many 

diverse items for sale including baked goods as well 

as Gift Baskets and Raffles!  So much “stuff”!  It is 

really exciting! 
 

So, you may be wondering, “How can I get 

involved?” 
 

Honestly, there are so many possibilities which you 

might consider: 
 

First, lots of general help is urgently needed 

particularly the set-up and especially the clean-up 

crews.  We hope that some of the younger (and 

stronger) members of our Parish could get involved 

with these. 
 

Second, Chairs and Co-Chairs are needed to arrange 

and operate the various areas of the Bazaar.  There 

are numerous vacancies. 
 

Third, Gift Basket Chair, Gift Basket donations and 

Gift Basket Wrappers are needed.  (More about Gift 

Baskets next time.) 
 

Fourth, is the crucial and immediate (as in needed 

today) need for a Communications Chair and Co-

Chair.  This person will liaison with local 

Newspapers, area municipal entities, the 

Shrewsbury Police and Fire Departments, and, the 

various social media venues to ensure that our 

Christmas Bazaar is well advertised.  Along with 

their team, they will also put together the annual Ad 

Journal for distribution at the Bazaar. 
 

As the largest fund-raiser of our entire Parish year, 

it is an incredibly large undertaking, but, it is also 

both rewarding and fun!  Yes- With summer 

winding down, the time for Bazaar involvement is 

here . . . now!  We cannot over-emphasize that a lot 

of help is needed if this is to be one of our best, 

most memorable and profitable Christmas Bazaars 

yet!  To help our beloved, historic church in this 

endeavor, please see Colleen and I after Mass on 

Sunday, or, sign-up on the Parish Hall bulletin 

board, or, call Mark Roth at 732-779-5302.  

 

An organizational meeting will be held on Sunday, 

September 16 in the Parish Hall following each of 

the two Masses.  We hope you will join us! 

 

Thanks, Everybody! 
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Looking Ahead…….. 

Blessing of the Animals  
 

Sunday, October 7th @ 5 PM  
 

```````````````````````````````` 

 

Set your calendars for Sunday, October 21
st
 at 2PM 

for CROP Walk!  CROP Walk is a community (and 

nationwide) organization that works to alleviate 

world hunger. High School Senior Brandon Shin is 

coordinating the event for Christ Church. Look for 

his table after services on Sundays! He will be 

signing up walkers and sponsors. We will also be 

collecting peanut butter, rice, and dry beans. Please 

consider how you can help contribute. 
 

`````````````````````````````````` 
HOLY HALLOWEEN BATMAN! 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 27
th

! 

Come experience the “Ghostly Graveyard 

Scavenger Hunt” at Christ Church in Shrewsbury 

where old souls are waiting to tell you about life in 

historic Shrewsbury and hand out prizes to those 

brave enough to partake.  There will also be face 

painting and Halloween decorating for kids of all 

ages and live entertainment following the scavenger 

hunt. The event will run from 4-6pm with live 

entertainment from local bands 7-10pm.  More 

information coming soon! 

 
Eyeglass donations 

We continue to collect unwanted eyeglasses for The 

Lions Club.  There is a drop off box in the Parish 

House.  Lions Club International is the largest 

volunteer service organization in the world. There 

are several clubs in New Jersey.  Lions raise money 

and provide services for the support of 

organizations that help blind people and the visually 

impaired. They send used glasses to a volunteer 

center where they are tested and rebuilt and then 

sent all over the world and given to deserving 

people free.  Tom Cameron, W. Long Branch Lions 

Club Member 

 

 
 

NEXT STEPS FOR THE  

HANDICAPPED RAMP PROJECT 

The ramp is completed and was inspected during 

the week of August 17
th

.  However there are still 

aspects of this project that are still to be completed.  

The first step is to prevent the weeds from returning 

under and around the ramp.  We had this area 

weeded but don’t want to have to do it again. We 

will install weed barrier fabric, using large staples 

to secure it to the ground. We will then add a layer 

of gravel or rocks atop the fabric, to refine the view 

under the ramp.  This will be accomplished in the 

first couple of weeks of September. 

  

I have been researching the best type of boxwood 

bush to line between the ramp and the sidewalk.  I 

have 3 varieties that have been suggested by nursery 

folks and will review each prior to deciding which 

to purchase.   

 

Several nurseries have told me that this is not the 

best time to plant boxwood.  They each suggest 

later in the fall, especially knowing that they will be 

planted so close to the street.  Therefore I will wait 

a month or more before the purchase and planting 

of the boxwood bushes.  On the end of the ramp 

where the ramp is on top of the concrete sidewalk, 

several boxwood bushes will be planted in planters.   

The next step in the process is lighting for the ramp.  

I have not determined the best way to do this but I 

am thinking that motion sensitive lights may be a 

consideration.  That will take some research as well 

as someone with expertise in that installation.   

Also important is a plaque that will highlight those 

who made the project possible.   

 

I have heard many positive comments regarding the 

ramp.  I am happy that it is coming to fruition and 

look forward to the completion of these final 

esthetic steps.  Thank you to everyone, especially 

the Angels of Christ Church who have made this 

project possible. 

 

Elaine Feyereisen 
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GRANTS UPDATE 
 

Currently we have two active grants. One from the 

State is the Gravestone Restoration Grant. The other 

from the County is for chimneys repair at the 

Rectory. There is nothing to report on the latter but 

here are the updates for the Gravestone Grant. 

The Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Historic 

Trust has been signed. 
 

A contract with Lorraine Schnabel Conservation has 

been signed. Lorraine, who effected the complete 

gravemarkers Condition Assessment two years ago, 

will be developing restoration specs for the 

additional gravestones and leading a Gravestone 

Cleaning Workshop.  
 

A contract with Jablonski Building Conservation 

(JBC) has been signed. This will be the first of 

several for the actual gravestone restoration. JBC 

also did this type of work under the Sandy Grants. 

The first contract calls for restoration of 16 

additional markers. This work will be performed 

during August and September of this year.  
 

The County grant underwriting the restoration of 

two chimneys on the Rectory is underway. This 

work will be completed in early September. 

 

CHURCH CEILING ASSESSMENT 
 

In order to ensure that the restoration of the peeling 

church ceiling is accurately addressed, the Vestry 

authorized an assessment to be made for a cost not 

to exceed $1500. In checking out which firm was 

best able to perform this work, we learned that 

Jablonski Building Conservation (JBC) was very 

experienced in this area. Interestingly, this is the 

firm we have engaged for our gravestone restoration 

work. JBC was here last week to take ceiling paint 

samples.  

 

Just this past weekend JBC delivered their report 

with their findings, conclusions, and 

recommendations. They also identified several 

firms in the region that are experienced in doing this 

work, especially for churches.  

 

The basic findings were that the paint is separating 

from the pressed metal ceiling due to age and 

thermal conditions at the ceiling level. Their basic 

recommendation is to remove the four layers of 

paint down to the metal for the entire arched ceiling. 

Some photos are included. One good aspect is that 

the ceiling has an interesting decorative aspect that 

will be visible from the nave when repainted. 

 

The vestry will be reviewing this report and will be 

forging a course of action. We are on schedule for 

this work to be completed in time for the events 

celebrating the church’s 250th anniversary.  

 

The JBC ceiling assessment work’s cost was about 

$850. 
 

 

 
 

PARTIAL VIEW OF CEILING CONDITION 
 

 
 

   CEILING DECORATION PARTIALLY REVEALED 
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Did You Know? 
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                                       Parish Historian 
 

“Did You Know … ?” 
About slaves of Christ Church Anglican 

parishioners in the colonial era? In the June Crown I 

noted the evidence of such slavery as revealed in 

the entries in our Parish Register in the eighteenth 

century. In the July Crown, Rick Geffken explored 

in greater detail the slave holdings of the Cooke and 

Kearney families. In the August Crown Mr. 

Geffken returned to slave holding among Christ 

Church Anglican parishioners specifically focusing 

on the Morfords. In this article I will focus on the 

views of the broader Anglican Church toward 

slavery. (Note that these articles can be viewed in 

past issues of the Crown which are posted on the 

parish web site christchurchshrewsburyorg.) 
 

One aspect of the June article was the analysis of 

the views of the Reverend Thomas Thompson, the 

missionary priest here at Christ Church from 1746 

to 1751. Thompson was the first priest here to 

Baptize slaves held by the church’s Anglican 

parishioners. He sought to catechize this captive 

slave population he viewed as performing the 

evangelical work of Anglicanism. He then further 

justified slavery itself with this end in mind. He 

published his views as outlined in the June Crown 

article. 
 

One question though is whether he came to these 

views on his own or had been guided by the views 

within the Anglican hierarchy based in London. The 

latter seems quite likely. Evidence for this comes 

from a publication entitled “Mastering Christianity: 

Missionary Anglicanism and Slavery in the Atlantic 

World” by Travis Glasson (2012). The thoughts 

presented in this article are synthesized from that 

text. 
 

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

(SPG) in Foreign Parts was formed within the 

Anglican Church in 1701.The SPG had a royal 

charter and thus firmly a part of the Anglican 

establishment. The head of the SPG was the 

Archbishop of Canterbury. The principal 

operational task of the SPG was to provide 

missionary priests to nascent Anglican parishes in 

the British North American colonies and the 

Caribbean. Later this expanded to its limited 

colonies in Africa. With extensive British 

involvement in the slave trade and the growing 

slave population among British settlers, the issue of 

slavery became an important one for the Anglican 

Church and the SPG in particular. 
 

There was considerable debate about catechizing 

slaves and the institution of slavery itself. Views 

were expressed from the immediate freeing of 

slaves to defending slavery in order to provide for 

easy catechization of slaves belonging to Anglican 

masters. At the working level, missionary priests 

who opposed slavery were met with opposition 

from the Anglican slaveholders for economic 

reasons. Other missionary priests simply ignored 

the whole issue. Some as described by Rick 

Geffken in the case of the Reverend Samuel Cooke 

owned a few slaves themselves. There were some 

who took the position of “settlers first” emphasizing 

the priority of tending to the spiritual needs of 

British settlers. Others felt that the principal charter 

of the SPG was to bring the gospel to the “heathen”. 
 

As the SPG and the broader Anglican leadership 

grappled with these issues, attempts were made to 

provide uniform guidance to missionary priests. 

This occurred in 1740 with the publication of a 

work entitled, “The Knowledge and Practice of 

Christianity Made Easy”. The author was Thomas 

Wilson, Bishop of Sodor and Man.  

 
                       BISHOP THOMAS WILSON 
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The title of the book suggests present day tomes 

that strive to make complex subjects easier to 

understand and operationalize. And indeed, Wilson 

had written many texts to make Christianity and 

Anglicanism more accessible. This text was a how-

to book for missionaries in bringing heathens into 

Christianity. Over the years it became the “bible” in 

this regard for missionary priests. Furthermore, its 

influence suggested an acceptance of this view 

throughout the Anglican hierarchy. The text clearly 

was driven by the need to catechize heathens. And 

as such it accepted slavery as an extant means to a 

desirable end. Bondage as a source of salvation. It 

also noted the belief of all peoples’ spiritual 

equality in the eyes of God. Wilson did tie slavery 

to Old Testament texts that he interpreted as driving 

an acceptance of slavery, if not a defense of it. 

 

It is hard to believe that this work did not influence 

Thompson who, prior to his missionary work, was 

an Oxford academic. So, Thompson’s views in his 

treatise were more of a further elucidation of the 

support of slavery through Biblical texts no matter 

how tortuous. 

 

There was another remarkable aspect of 

Anglicanism and slavery in the colonies. This was 

the case of the Codrington Plantation. In 1710 

Christopher Codrington, the former governor-

general of the Leeward Islands, bequeathed a 

working Barbadian sugar plantation with all its 

slaves to the SPG. Codrington was a strong 

supporter of the SPG and envisioned the plantation 

as providing an ongoing source of revenue. The 

SPG operated this farm for over a century. In 

addition to operating the farm for a profit, it 

undertook the Christianizing of hundreds of slaves. 

So, here was a remarkable “test case” in which the 

SPG could demonstrate their approach to 

catechizing “heathens” while operating a profitable 

enterprise. This is a remarkably complex story even 

for a test case and I would urge our readers to look 

at it in more depth. Simply stated though, while the 

SPG tried to manage the workers with some degree 

of dignity, when the plantation experienced difficult 

economic times this was taken out on the slaves. On 

the spiritual side the conversion of these slaves to 

Christianity did not go well. One reason was that 

the slave population was continually replenished 

with arrivals from Africa. These new slaves brought 

with them their local religious beliefs which were 

difficult to dislodge. 

 

Next time we will look at the Reverend George 

Keith, our first missionary priest. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH 
CELEBRATES ITS HISTORY IN 2019 

 

2019 marks two major historical anniversaries for 

Christ Episcopal Church in Shrewsbury. One is the 

250
th

 anniversary of the current iconic church 

building whose cornerstone was laid in 1769. The 

second is the 300
th

 anniversary of the graveyard 

whose oldest surviving gravemarker is dated 1719. 

Numerous activities are planned throughout 2019 to 

mark these anniversaries. However, we are so 

excited by these anniversaries that we are holding 

an initial set of events this October (2018). There 

will be three such events and all are related to the 

graveyard anniversary.  

 

The first event will be a Guided Tour of the 

Graveyard on Saturday October 6
th

. This tour is 

based on the recently created self-guided tour and 

shows those on the tour gravemarkers of notable 

figures in the cemetery as well as gravestones with 

special artistic features. The graveyard guide will 

provide information about each of these stops on the 

tour. 

 

The second event is a gravestone cleaning 

workshop. Lichen covered gravestones will be 

cleaned with the activity led by the church’s 

graveyard conservator. Instruction and all materials 

will be provided. Our own Kim Roberts-Honecker 

will lead gravestone rubbings. This event will be 

held on Saturday October 13
th

 with a rain date of 

October 20
th

.  

 

The final event this year will be a Halloween Visit 

to the Christ Church Graveyard. This activity is 

oriented to children in their Halloween costumes 

with candy and costumed graveyard actors. The 

date is Saturday October 27
th

.  
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Looking ahead to next year we are expecting to 

repeat these events in October 2019. In addition, for 

the graveyard we are planning Costumed Graveyard 

Tours featuring the Dead Actors Guild troupe. We 

will also have a special celebratory event featuring 

Dr. Richard Veit of Monmouth University, the 

leading authority on New Jersey graveyards and our 

partner in many historic activities at the church.  

 

For the 250
th

 church building anniversary there will 

be two special celebrations. One is the celebration 

of the spiritual aspects of the building for which our 

Diocesan Bishop, the Right Reverend William 

(Chip) Stokes will join us. A separate secular 

celebration will also be held. This event will feature 

an address by Joe Hammond, Director of 

Collections at the Monmouth County Historical 

Association. Mr. Hammond was instrumental in the 

church being listed in the Federal and State 

Registers of Historic Places. He was also the Clerk 

of the Works for the extensive 1997 project to re-

stabilize the church building. 

 

More information on these events will be 

forthcoming. 

 

 
 

THE CHURCH AT 100 

 

 

 
 

THE GRAVEYARD IN THE RAIN 

 

 

2019 ANNIVERSARIES 
CELBRATIONS COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 

 
We have a rich set of events planned for 2019. We 

also wish to have the broader community participate 

in these events to deepen their understanding of our, 

and their, remarkable history. So, we need some 

strong communications (publicity) to achieve this 

goal. To create and execute a Communications Plan 

we have engaged a Professor and two students from 

Monmouth University to help us do this. These 

communications will cover the full set of 

communications instruments from traditional, like 

press releases, to social media, including Facebook 

and Instagram. 

 

Professor Jennifer Shamrock, PhD is a full-time 

professor in the Communications Department at 

MU. The two students are Emily Blaser and Najah 

Pryor, both seniors are in the Communications 

Department.  

 

Emily’s field in Communications is Radio/TV and 

she is enrolled in the 5-year Master's program in 

Communication. Emily is also a Lead University 

Ambassador, conducting tours for prospective 

students among other external interface 

responsibilities. She is President of the Public 

Speaking Club on campus 

 

Najah’s field in Communication is PR/Journalism. 

She is also enrolled in 5-year Master's program in 

Communication. Najah is in the Honor's School at  

MU and is Vice President of the Public Speaking 

Club on campus. 
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Dr. Jennifer Shamrock 

 

 
Emily Blaser and Najah Pryor 

 

 

 
“It Takes a Village To Raise a Child”* 

 

 
 

A class assignment for Queeni was to give a speech 

on FAMILY. Here are excerpts of her essay……… 

 

FAMILY 
 

Family is a simple word but has a complex 

meaning. Why? A family may not just be your 

parents and siblings, but your friends, your 

classmates and for an orphan, the people in the 

orphanage are their FAMILY. No matter how 

flawed it would be, when there’s love and 

forgiveness we tend to embrace it because family is 

EVERYTHING!  

 

I grew up in a broken home, My parents separated 

and I was abandoned by them when I was 5 yrs. old, 

I was raised by my grandmother alone and she died 

by my side. I was a wreck at that time because she 

was “my everything”, but the scars from the past 

have shaped me and I’m forever grateful for it. 

After her death, Mom came back and took me with 

her to Davao, I’m happy we are together now with 

my younger brother. We don’t get to choose our 

family, they are god’s gift to us. 

If I was given the chance to turn back time and 

choose an ideal family, I would still choose the 

FAMILY I have now because I love them.  

 

Family is where we belong, it is where our identity 

comes from, a family who cares and loves us is the 

greatest blessing that any person can get in life so 

we should love them with all of our heart. We 

should thank God for giving us our FAMILY. 

When we see abandoned children on streets and 

orphans we should remind ourselves how lucky we 

are. I hope you show your family how grateful you 

are for having them. Don’t let the busy world keep 

you from showing how much you love and 

appreciate them.  

 

And remember— Family isn’t always about the 

people in your life who are connected by blood, it’s 

about the people who are connected by heart, who 

accept you for who you are, supports you in the 

things you do, and no matter what they are there for 

you. It’s those people in your life who you can 

depend upon and love you unconditionally.  
 

*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ 
Church supplied a scholarship for college.    
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Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

July, 2018 

 

July, 2018 
   

    Category Actual Budget $ Over Budget 

Plate    $ 1,585.00     $ 1,614.00       $ (29.00) 

Pledge   $ 96,571.00    $ 90,512.00   $ 6,059.00  

Total Income  $ 128,429.00   $ 135,970.00   $ (7,541.00) 

Total Expense   $ 139,682.00   $ 138,896.00      $ (786.00) 

Net Income   $  (11,253.00)  $ (2,926.00)  $ (8,327.00) 

    Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a deficit of ($11254).  This is higher than the budgeted deficit 

by ($8327) 

2. Our current budget shows that our total income is ($7541) less than budgeted year to date. 

3. Our current expenses are running ($786) more than budgeted. This is primarily due to oil deliveries 

exceeding budget due to cold weather and price increases. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is $6059 more than budgeted due to pledge prepayment. $22,940 was prepaid 

in 2017 and deposited in our operating account in January. The pledge income surplus decreased from 

June to July. 
 

We did not take any money from the endowment funds in July to meet operating expenses. However, cash flow 

is low and funds will need to be taken in August. 
 

As always, we thank you for continued support of Christ Church. 

 

Sincerely, 

Davide Regiec - Treasurer 

 

 

Ushers and Greeters Needed! 
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,  

for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it!” – Hebrews 13.2 

 

The Ministry of Ushers and Greeters may be one of the most important of our Parish.  
 

Consider this: you are one of the first people that parishioners and visitors meet upon entering the church. Your 

smile, your demeanor, your welcoming presence is of paramount importance. It is by your assistance that our 

worship may be free of many distractions. It is your warm welcome and the help you offer that enable them to 

feel comfortable. It is your guidance that helps them find their way from the Church itself to the Parish House 

for that delicious Coffee Hour! This sets the tone for the Liturgy and what people perceive about the character 

of our Congregation.  
 

Neither job is difficult to learn - and we promise to partner you with a veteran. Ushers and greeters generally 

serve once a month.  It requires arriving at worship a little early, but I also promise that you will find the 

experience not only invaluable to the growth of our congregation but personally rewarding as well. Please call 

the office if you would like to serve as an Usher or Greeter for either the 8:00am or 10:00am or to simply get 

more information.  We hope to hear from you!  

†††††† 
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September 2018 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

1 
 

5:00PM 

Final  

“Mass on the Grass” 

for the season 

2 
9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 
 

3 
Office closed 

 

Labor Day 

Closed 

 

 

4 
 
 

 

 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

6 
 

 

 

6PM 

Finance meeting 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

7 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

8 
 

10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday 

Workday 

 

4:30PM 

Parish house 

Band Rental 

9 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

“Seeing is Believing” 

 

 

10 
Office closed 

 
10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

7:30-10PM 

M.C.C. meeting 
 

 

11 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12 
9:30-11:15AM 

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

P.H. Library 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

Choir Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

14 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 
 

7PM 

GFS 

Beach Bonfire 

7:30PM 

AA meeting  

15 
 

 

 

 

16 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

9AM 

Bazaar planning 

coffee hour 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

 

4PM 

Youth Group Prime 

17 
Office closed 

 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

6-8PM 

GFS  

Financial Literacy 

7:15PM 

Vestry Meeting 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
9:30-11:15AM 

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

P.H. Library 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

Choir Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

21 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

22 
 
 

 

23 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

 

 

24 
Office closed 

 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

6PM 

Home Eucharist @ 

the home of  

Joanne Montgomery 

 

 

Casey vacation 

26 
9:30-11:15AM 

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

P.H. Library 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

Casey vacation 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

Casey vacation 

28 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

6:30PM 

GFS  

Bunco @  

St. Georges 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

Casey vacation 

29 
 

2 PM  

 Trinity Cathedral 

Service honoring  

Jim and Ann Miller 

 

4:30PM 

Parish house 

Band Rental 

 

Casey vacation 

30 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 
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Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

 VESTRY 2018 
 

Peggy James – Senior Warden, Stewardship 
James O’Connor – Junior Warden, Outreach 

Stephen Craven – I.T. 
Walter Dein - Property 

Jamie Green – Parish Life 
Edgar John - Outreach 

Robert Kelly – Parish Historian, Grants 
Joanne Montgomery – Fundraising 

Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 
 

Kathy Redinger - Stewardship 
Dianne Regiec – Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 

 

Treasurer—David Regiec 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

 

Kim Roberts-Honecker will lead gravestone rubbings on Saturday October 13
th

 with a rain date of October 20
th

.  

See related article (Christ Church Celebrates Its History in 2019) in this issue. 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

