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You are cordially Invited to the 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 

of Christ Church, Shrewsbury 
 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 
 

following the 10:00am Mass 

(no 8:00am service on this day) 
 

This year the meeting will be held in the Parish House 
as we share a Potluck Meal together. 

 

Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday Calendar Ca$h Out! 
Pick your favorite date for only $5.00.  Calendar with dates still available in the parish house! 

Drawing will be held at our Annual Parish Meeting 

 

 
 

Epiphany Pageant  
 Sunday, January 6 at our 10am service 

 
 
 
 



 

Déjà vu and Vujà dé 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

This Advent I read a wonderful little devotional book written by a very dear colleague of mine, Medford (Bud) 

Holland. I met Bud about a year after I had arrived in Shrewsbury; he was my first “East Coast” trainer in the 

EFM (Education for Ministry) program. Almost everything I know about being an EFM Mentor I learned from 

Bud. As well as being a seasoned trainer for EFM, Bud is also an Episcopal Priest and worked for many years 

as the Officer for Ministry Development for the Episcopal Church. He also does a lot of parish consulting. And 

in addition, every good skill I acquired about being an EFM Coordinator (I have been the Coordinator for the 

Diocese of New Jersey since 2002) I received from Bud’s wife Annie, who was the Coordinator for 

Pennsylvania! 

 

The book is called Advent Presence. In it he talks about something he learned from their son called Vujà dé. 

Vujà dé is the complete opposite of Déjà vu (that feeling that you have been/heard/sensed something before and 

that it is happening again). Vujà dé is that eye-opening moment when you realize you are encountering 

something you have never encountered before! It is that “brand new” feeling that leaves you a bit off-kilter, for 

never having experienced it before, you never know just where it might lead. 

 

This explains something of how I feel about the approaching new year, 2019. It is a little “Déjà vu” and a little 

“Vujà dé”. Let me explain. 

 

First, 2019 is a year that is beckoning us to reflect backwards on our own parish history. It is more than a 

historic year for us: it is a historic year times two! For if you haven’t heard this yet, you soon will: 2019 marks 

the 250th anniversary of the erection of our current church building (as we humorously call it, “the new 

building”). It also marks the 300th anniversary of our Graveyard (or at least of the oldest marked grave, which 

can be found to the left of the church door in the north corner of the flowerbed). 

As such, plans have been in the works for some time now; our Parish Historian and Graveyard Administrator 

Robert Kelly has been working with me and with interns from Monmouth University to make 2019 a year we 

do not forget. There is so very much to celebrate. We have been so very blessed by the work and ministry of 

those who have come before us. 

 

But the year 2019 also beckons us to look forward: what will be the focus of our work and mission in this new 

year? How will WE be the people of Christ Church? What mark will we make in our community and the world? 

How will we proclaim the good news of God in Christ to this generation? What challenges will we face – both 

personally, as a congregation, and as part of a much larger world?  

 

There is something about looking at a crisp, new (and empty) 2019 calendar….the possibilities? Well, who 

knows! I am certain it will contain many events commemorating our past, but also many ones yet unknown. It is 

indeed Déjà vu and Vujà dé. Let us enter this new year confident that we will be all we need to be because we 

have our Lord Jesus Christ – and we have one another. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us 

know so we can keep our records/database up to 

date.  Please send us an email or call the Church 

Office at 732-741-2220.  
 

 

Transfer In:  
Joan and Christopher Gorey 

30 Quaker Way 

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

732-962-3808 

Jmgorey@verizon.net 

 

Steven Rudolph 

55 Country Club Rd. Apt. 205 

Eatontown, NJ 07724 

732-642-4125 

Sdr752480@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble:  *Shirley, *Mignon Williams, *Cassie 

Reagan, *John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, 

*Brother Richard, *Jim Miller, *Beverly Ryser, 

*Ruthann Zeak, *Judi Buncher, *Craig Cambeis, 

*Carolyn, *MiMi Brown, *Sarah Schmid, Loren 

James, John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Reverend 

Milton Holmes, Ruth Roth, Stan Brower, Queeni, 

Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, Imogene, Julie, 

Antonia Malone, Heather Lance, JoAnn Veres, Pat 

and Bob Rivenes, Cindy and John Jobe, Vivian 

Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, Richard Grosser, Charie, 

Vieux, Judy, Burt, Bob Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, 

Tammy, Alicia Binn. May they be relieved of their 

distress.  

 

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.  May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

For those who have died:  Ronald Knoth, Annie 

Psolka-Green.  May they rest in peace and rise in 

glory. 

 
 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 
to Phyllis Edwards for all her help with the 

Christmas bulletins! 

 

to Halina Nibbling for helping out with the 

polishing of the brass and for Ann Miller for being 

in Charge of the polishing and for all the advice she 

has given me throughout the year and finally for 

everyone on the Altar guild for their support this 

past year. Phyllis Edwards, Directress 

 

to all who helped at our special “Blessing of the 

Stockings!”  Special thanks to Mother Lisa, Sue 

Nap, and of course St. Nicholas (Jamie Green).  It 

was pure joy to see the excitement on the little ones 

faces as they visited with St. Nicholas, decorated 

the tree, decorated cookies and made greeting cards 

for others.  

 

 

 
Many Thanks for a Beautiful 

Christmas Celebration 
 

Our Christmas services this year were truly 

beautiful. Thank you to the many, many persons 

who made it possible. To Chris Psolka, the St. 

Gregory Choir, our soloists and instrumentalists. 

To all our youth and children who also participated. 

To the Altar Guild who so beautifully adorned our 

nave and made sure everything was “just right”. To 

the acolytes, lectors, chalice bearers, ushers, and 

greeters who made everything appear so effortless. 

We are truly grateful to our wonderful parish 

family. 
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Outreach – Thanks to all…… 
  

2018 was another great year at Christ Church and 

our involvement in our surrounding communities. 

We made an impact in so many areas, and most 

notably the following: 
  

1. Covenant House: Christ Church continues to 

be a major supporter of Covenant House and 

their work serving the homeless in our 

community. We supported; 

a. First Annual Asbury Park Sleep Out 

b. Holiday Party 

c. Gift Cards for Christmas 

d. Clothing and personal items 

throughout the year 

And of course Jamie and Chris generously directing 

donations to Covenant House in honor of Annie. 
  

2. Saint Mark’s Christmas Toys: This was 

another year of Christ Church outdoing 

ourselves with donations of toys for 

distribution at Saint Mark’s in Keansburg. 

We donated over 50 unwrapped toys and 

made dozens of children very happy! 
 

3. Race Discussions: We held numerous 

sessions with both Christ Church 

parishioners and members of other religious 

groups, discussing race and social issues in 

our communities. These turned out to be 

both enlightening and very fulfilling 

experiences for all involved. 
  

I am sure there are other ways we have touched the 

needy in our communities that I am not listing here. 

There are always examples, both known and 

unknown, of Christ Church parishioners serving 

those who need our help. 
  

Thank you to all and we look forward to doing even 

more in 2019. 
  

God Bless, 

Jim 
  

 

50/50 Raffle Drawing 2018 
 

Thank you everyone for supporting this year’s 

raffle through the selling and purchasing of tickets.  

The drawing was held on December 23rd and was 

won by Jessica Barger.  It also happened to be 

Jessica’s birthday!  Congratulations Jessica! 

 

 

Pledge Envelopes 2019 
2019 Pledge envelopes have arrived!  You can 

pick up your box of envelopes in the Narthex. If 

you do not find a box with your name on it, but 

wish to use envelopes for your pledge, please 

contact Peggy James or the office and we will get 

you set up with pledge envelopes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR….. 
 

 
 
 

  “SOCK AND MITTEN TREE”   

Through the Christmas season we are asking you to 

help decorate the Christmas tree located at the 

Baptismal font with new gloves, mittens, hats, 

socks, etc.  Any size or color will do!  These 

“ornaments” will then be donated to various 

charities to help those less fortunate over the cold 

hard winter months.   Take advantage of those great 

after Christmas Sales!!   
 

Epiphany Pageant  
Sunday January 6, 2019 

at the 10am service 

 
Epiphany Festivities and helpers needed 

A brand new pageant script and a party to follow!! Start 

to think of those Epiphany poems — there were some 

great ones last year! We're also looking for 3 King Cake 

bakers — recipes will be provided. Help with costuming 

for the pageant would be appreciated. Bakers, poets, 

thespians, costumers, willing hands of all sorts — you 

can contact me at SarahAnnB@AOL.com or talk to 

Mother Lisa or Sue Nap. Several new puppets have been 

acquired recently and a love story of Nathan and 

Abigail Narwhal is developing in which they bravely 

face and deal with adverse environmental living 

conditions.  Petrina Opossum has been blessed with six 

babies — but WAIT — some of them look different —a 

story of maternal love and acceptance. Sylvester 

Sloth has overcome a difficult beginning, how will he 

adjust and thrive?  
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Calendar Ca$h Out!! 
Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday 

Calendar Ca$h Out! Pick your favorite date for 

only $5.00.  Just imagine…..If every date of the 

year was chosen, the winner would receive a grand 

prize of $912.50! Calendar with dates still available 

in the parish house!  Winner will be drawn in 

January 2019 at our Annual Meeting. 

 
 

 

Youth Group Prime (YG ′) 
 

Youth Group Prime: January is Judaism 101! 

 

Sunday, January 13 from 5 – 7pm: Mr. Jim 

Halpern will be our special guest presenter. Jim, 

who is a long-time member of St. Gregory’s Choir, 

is also a member of the Monmouth Reformed 

Temple. His two daughters were raised in the best 

of two worlds: Christianity and Judaism, and he will 

be able to share with us some essentials to introduce 

us into the Jewish Faith, from which we claim our 

oldest roots. We will be serving a special meal to 

commemorate the night! 
 

Sunday, January 27 from 5 – 7pm: We will have 

our second session on Judaism – focusing on what 

we Christians have inherited from our Jewish 

brothers and sisters, what in our Prayer Book 

reflects Jewish sensibility, and talk about some of 

the prejudice that has marred that relationship 

between Christians and Jews over the years, and 

how we can help bring reconciliation and 

understanding.  
 

Friday, February 1st: A very special fieldtrip! We 

will be attending service at Monmouth Reformed 

Temple (on Hance Avenue). The Shabbat Service is 

at 6:00pm, followed by a dinner. At MRT, the “First 

Friday” worship is a more contemporary service 

that Rabbi Marc Kline endorses as an occasion that 

will be particularly good for our teens. 

 

We are still planning a trip to visit our “cross the 

street neighbors” (the Quaker Meeting) but that will 

not take place until early June. We will keep you 

posted on that excursion.  

~~~~~~ 

Peak of the Week 
It was recently announced that the January book for 

Peak of the Week would be The Remnant by Mary 

LaCroix. It has been discovered that the book is 

only available through third party services and 

delivery will not be until early January. Not that is a 

problem! SOOOO Peakers, being very flexible and 

sensible folks — we're switching books in mid 

stream. The Remnant will be our February book and 

our January book will instead be Being Christian by 

Rowan Williams. Being Christian is an excellent 

book written by the former Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Rowan Williams and has much to 

stimulate and offer each of us. Being Christian is 

easily gotten from Amazon or Barnes & Noble.  We 

will begin discussing Being Christian on 

Wednesday, January 9. Come join us for some great 

discussions.  

 

Girls Friendly Society 
We are hosting an Epiphany Party! On January 6th, 

the Feast of the Epiphany and the day of our Parish 

Epiphany Pageant, GFS is staffing the party during 

the Coffee Hour. 

 

We are also planning an event we are calling “Inner 

Peace: Starting out the New Year with a Feast of 

Yoga, Meditation, and Brunch”. When we have the 

date we will let you know. 

 
 

 

Second Saturday Work Day 
Please plan to join us in February for our next work 

day.  Due to the Christmas Bazaar there was no 

December work day and I am currently out of the 

country on vacation, therefore there will also be NO 

January workday. The next workday is scheduled 

for February 9
th

. I want to thank all those how have 

helped this past year. There will be lots to do after 

all of our Holiday happenings and the Annual 

Meeting.  This is a good opportunity for those who 

needed to earn community service credit.  Just an 

hour or two of your time between 10:00 AM and 

4:00 PM, Saturday, February 9th, 2019 will be 

greatly appreciated.  A simple and hot lunch will be 

provided. Thank you, Walter Dein  

 



Christ Church Bylaws  
Did you know that Christ Church has its own 

Bylaws? We do! The last time we updated them in 

any way was in 2010. The Vestry is going to review 

them at our January meeting; it has been suggested 

that a few simple changes might better serve the 

needs of our current congregation. If the Vestry 

decides to move forward on any change, it will be 

presented to the Annual Parish Meeting (January 

20th directly following the 10:00am service) for a 

vote by the members of Christ Church. So stayed 

tuned! 

 

 

Moravian Pies are NOW AVAILABLE for 

purchase. Each pie serves four generously and 

comes to you at a low cost of $14.00.  Pies come 

frozen and ready to go straight into your freezer or 

into your oven. Never had a Moravian Chicken Pie? 

They are similar to a chicken pot pie - however they 

do not contain any of those pesky vegetables your 

mother so wanted you to eat.  Simply dark and light 

meat chicken with a sprinkling of  salt, pepper, 

butter, and just enough flour to turn its own juices 

into a light gravy. With a homemade double crust 

that’s out of this world! Pick one up at coffee hour 

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR is a cherished part of Sunday 

worship here at Christ Church. 

It is an opportunity to relax, socialize and enjoy a 

good cup of coffee.  But coffee hour doesn’t just 

magically happen and in order to keep this tradition 

alive and well, more volunteers are needed.  My 

heartfelt thanks go out to those who have so 

graciously helped out in the past, many of whom 

have signed up not once or twice, but several times 

in order to fill the gap.  If you enjoy coming to 

coffee hour please sign-up for at least one Sunday.  

There is always an experienced hand to help you 

navigate the kitchen and we are in the process of 

stocking some “goodies” in the kitchen freezer just 

in case.  Coffee hour does not need to be elaborate 

or time consuming.  Don’t pass up a great 

opportunity to get involved, chat a little and have a 

good time.  The new 2019 sign-up sheet is hanging 

outside the kitchen just waiting for your name. 

Thank you all so much. 

 

FLOWERS AND SANCUTARY 

CANDLE OFFERINGS 
A New 2019 Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have 

beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex. These 

are provided by our parishioners, usually in memory 

of someone or in thanksgiving to God for someone 

or something. Sign up on the Flower Chart in the 

narthex of the Church.  

 
Thank You Christ Church Angels! 

We are getting new signs!  Queeni had her surgery 

and is back at school! A dehumidifier was donated 

for our Parish House basement!  Are you an 

Angel?  Like any family, our Church frequently has 

financial needs and desires that are not “budgeted”. 

Often we simply go without because we do not have 

the money (did you know we take approximately 

$3,500 out of our Endowment savings every month 

to simply pay our regular bills since our collections 

and fundraising income does not cover our normal 

expenses?). But sometimes a Christ Church Angel 

appears. In the past Christ Church Angels have 

paid for things such as yard clean-up after a storm, 

broken fences, our emergency response system in 

the Church, and many other unbudgeted expenses. 

So, if you are often wondering if there are any 

immediate impactful ways you can help our Church 

as a Christ Church Angel here are a few items we 

are in need (desire) of…you do not need to cover 

the entire cost, any amount of money to help with 

these items is greatly appreciated. If any Christ 

Church Angels can help with these needed items it 

would be greatly appreciated: 

 4 new phones w/ 2-line system. $400 cost 

 Organ Repair. $2,000* (We are paying for this 

from our Endowment/Savings but any Angel 

contributions reduces the amount we need to 

take from savings) *THANKS to one Angel 

donation we have already received, this amount 

has been lowered.  

 Father Mainer Fund. Established in the 1960s to 

help the poor, this Christ Church Fund provides 

up to 5 needy families with up to $500 in housing 

or housing-related subsidy each year. The Fund is 

close to zero after all these years so we would like 

to replenish it to continue helping those in need 

in our community. This is especially utilized in 

the winter months.   

 Electronic keyboard that can be used in the PH 

during events and moved to wherever we wish to 

have beautiful music beyond the Church: $500 



Did You Know? 
Stories of Christ Church History  

 by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

      Parish Historian 

 

Did You Know  

about the Meaning of History? Well, that is a short 

question with a huge and varied answer. But in 

2019 during our anniversary celebrations of the 

church building and the graveyard, it is a question 

worth considering. 
 

Recently I stumbled across some such language in 

an article in the New Yorker regarding the use of 

new proton detecting technologies on ancient 

artifacts to learn about their creators or accessors 

over time. The author quotes the philosopher Walter 

Benjamin in regard to the meaning of historic 

artifacts to us, today, as  
 

“A strange weave of time and space” and 
 

“ … that allow for an intimation of the world in 

which they were made …” 
 

Later in the same article, the author quotes a library 

director referring to a library as a bio-archive as 

follows, 
 

“It is the shiver of proximity. The sense that a living 

person or community is nearby” 
 

Another pertinent quote is the title of the panel 

discussion at the 2014 New Jersey Historic Trust 

Annual Conference in which Christ Church 

participated. The discussion was entitled,  
 

“What the Ghosts Tell Us: Preserving New Jersey 

Churchyards” 
 

These quotes struck me as highly insightful and a 

framework for thinking about our history during 

this special year. I want to use these as a guide for 

how to perceive our history as manifested in our 

interaction with that history. 
 

 Much of our interaction with History at Christ 

Church is through objects, writings, and images. 

Examples include the Vinegar Bible, the Stained-

Glass Windows, the alms basins, the organ, and the 

gravemarkers. To learn the meaning of history as 

expressed by these inanimate objects is to study, 

and imagine, the context in which they existed. 

 

Let me try this idea out with two historic objects. 

 

In last month’s column I included the earliest image 

of the church is in a drawing of the Four Corners 

from the early 19
th

 century. The original drawing is 

in the collection of the Monmouth County 

Historical Association. This image is there and a 

fragment focusing on the church is reproduced here. 

I would like to contrast it with a 2013 view of the 

structure to illustrate aspects more vividly.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

If I were a docent discussing these images, these are 

the aspects I would draw attention to: 

 



 The original clear sashed windows 

contrasted with the stained-glass windows 

installed in 1867. 

 The cupola sitting on top of the church 

before being moved to the clock tower that 

was added in 1874 

 The difference in fencing, though still a 

fence. In the photo the current fence is seen 

outlined by sunlight on two gravestones. 

 The dual entrances in the earlier image that 

align with the two aisles on the interior. 

 No signage in the earlier image – everyone 

knew what church this was. (Nowadays 

people might think it is a museum.) 

 The cycle leaning against the fence. Be nice 

to see a horse to complete the travel options, 

other than walking. (In another drawing that 

the church possesses, a horse is shown 

grazing in the churchyard.) Not shown in the 

contemporary image is the ton of automobile 

traffic just out of range of the camera. These 

images don’t convey sound, but one can 

imagine the difference in volume if there 

were audio. 

 The huge yew/cedar tree on the left side of 

the older image. Not shown in the 2013 

photo is a similarly large yew tree at the 

northeast corner of the church. Perhaps 

inspired someone to plant the latter or 

maybe there is a genealogical relationship! 

Now let’s arbitrarily choose 1824 for the drawing. 

That was the year that the Rectory, ¼ mile east on 

Sycamore Avenue, was built. The Reverend Eli 

Wheeler was the first Rector to occupy the Rectory. 

He would walk to church to conduct services much 

as Mother Lisa does today. That also brings to mind 

that Reverend Wheeler was instrumental in the 

acquisition of the 1788 French bell, cast in France. 

The bell is now hanging in the cupola and tolls the 

hour for Shrewsburians today and also about 150 

years ago 
 

Now let’s move on to the graveyard. 
 

The oldest surviving gravemarkers are a set of three 

of the Stelle family. These are made of black slate, a 

stone type not native to this area and a story in 

itself. Here is the highly legible gravestone of 3-

year-old Benjamin Stelle, nestled against the church 

foundation. 

 

 
 

The Stelle family had business interests in Rhode 

Island and could afford to have these carved at the 

Stevens company in Newport and shipped here. 

More broadly this speaks to early trade networks 

that tied coastal Monmouth County to New 

England. (Stevens is still in operation.) So, a link in 

space. There is a link in time as well. Also buried in 

the graveyard is Samuel Stelle Smith, The 20
th

 

century Revolutionary War military historian. 

Through his middle name you can see a three-

century connection over time in this same 

graveyard. 

 

There are also interesting aspects of the stone’s 

carving artistry. The stone is decorated with a rather 

grim winged skull.  The design is what 

archaeologists call a mortality image because it 

emphasizes life's brevity and the importance of 

salvation--hence the wings.  The side bars or 

pilasters of the marker show abstract designs that art 

historians believe represent gourds or possibly figs.  

This marker was likely paired with a footstone, now 

lost, and may have been relocated as the church 

grew during the 19th century. Another weave of 

time especially on the perception of the meaning of 

death. 

 

While these are remarkable aspects of the church 

and graveyard, the true message of these long-

standing elements of our physical history lies in the 

continuity of their existence and their embodiment 

of spiritual and secular meanings. It is difficult to 



capture these meanings in words and images. One 

must use these historical artifacts to absorb their 

meaning – the meaning of history.  

History is also present in our awareness of worship 

in the building each Sunday by envisioning 

generation upon generation of Episcopalians in the 

pews and the many Baptisms of new souls in Christ. 

Similarly, the annual interment of generations of 

those same Episcopalians provides that link to both 

a sacred and secular tradition that we can all be 

enriched by.  

 

I hope the articles over the next year and the 

celebratory events can help evoke for readers this 

meaning and wonder. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 

Thanks to Dr. Richard Veit of Monmouth University 

for the historical and artistic information about the 

Stelle gravemarker. 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH CEILING 

RESTORATION UPDATE 
 

The Church Ceiling Restoration project is 

proceeding with the completion of Requests for 

Quote for paint removal and repainting. These 

RFQs were created jointly by the church and our 

consultant, Jablonski Building Conservation. The 

RFQs have been sent out with the following 

schedule. 

 

ISSUED TO 5 FIRMS: DEC 10 

 

INSPECTION VISITS TO BE COMPLETED:  

JAN 10 

 

SUBMISSIONS: JAN 24 

 

It is desired that the work will be completed by the 

end of March but that will depend upon the 

schedule of the successful contractor. 

 

 

 

ORGAN RESTORATION 
 

In December, a partial restoration of our historic 

Odell tracker organ was undertaken by Alan Binger, 

our organ restoration expert. The connectors 

between the keyboard and pedals on the one side 

and the pipes on the other were deteriorating. More 

precisely leather straps that keep the use of the 

connectors from making noise of their own were 

eroding. Using connectors fashioned in his shop, 

Alan replaced all of the almost 250 connectors. 

The total cost was $2500 with a significant 

component coming from an Angel of Christ Church 

donation. Here are some photos of the work. 

 

 
OLD CONNECTOR LINKS  NEW CONNECTOR 

 
 

 
AN ARRAY OF NEW CONNECTORS 

 
 
 



POST CHRISTMAS BAZAAR and 

LANTERN TOUR NOTES! 
 

December 17, 2018 

 

After months of planning and fine tuning, our 

Christmas Bazaar and Historic Four Corners 

Lantern Tour has come and gone for the year. What 

an exhilarating time it was! 

 

Our Ad Journal looked professional and spectacular 

thanks to a small team, who created a big-time 

production of which we can be proud!  Certainly, 

our advertisers, both personal and business, took 

note and were duly impressed with their ads. 

 

The Historic Lantern Tour continued to “Wow” the 

history buffs who came from far and wide to learn 

the significant history of our Four Corners!  Did 

you see our costumed performers?  Incredible and 

historically accurate!  If you missed it this year, you 

have just got to put it on your calendar for 2019 . . . 

our 250
th

 Anniversary year! 

 

Ye Olde Bake Shoppe was highly popular with our 

guests and all of our Bazaar and Lantern Tour staff 

members.  Exquisite work bakers!!  We had a large 

“cast” of culinary talent who donated their time and 

talents to this attraction. 

 

The Calendar Cash Out Game picked up numerous 

donations and is still going strong.  If you want to 

pick a date (for just $5!), stop by during Coffee 

Hour and grab some of the left-over days.  Hey!  

ANY date could be a winner!  We will find out who 

when the winning date is drawn on January 20
th

.  

By the way: You do not have to be present to win. 

 

Reproduced from drawings created by Cathy 

Rickerby, a parishioner during the late 1970s and 

early 1980s, the Christ Church Christmas Cards 

were a beautiful addition to the Bazaar.  Many 

parishioners have taken advantage of the 

availability of these for personal use. 

 

This year we had 87 Gift Baskets which were: 

separated, pieced together, described/tagged, 

assembled, and wrapped to look like they were 

professionally done.  These were very profitable, 

and, the basket winners were impressed and happy! 

 

Ye Olde Shrewsbury Kitchen kept everyone 

energized and ready to give the Bazaar a second or 

even third look.  Great food always adds to a great 

experience. 

 

Trinkets and Treasures and Ye Olde Curiosity 

Shoppe were running at full steam throughout 

supplemented by three vendors whose fine efforts 

contributed to the sales receipts.  Knitting Pearls 

sold some very unique mugs and displayed their 

beautiful afghan and other offerings.  The Afghan 

Raffle continues.  

 

Decorating was assisted by on-the-spot volunteers 

and two local high school National Honor Society 

students.  Fabulous and impressive work!  It put 

everyone in a festive, holiday mood.  It’s still up 

through the January 6
th

 so check it out. 

 

Communications, Publicity, Community Liaison, 

Printed Media, Social Media, Fire Station Marquee, 

Flyer Design and Printing, all helped to make the 

general public aware of our event. 

 

Our Counters kept tabs on all transactions for both 

the Bazaar and Lantern Tour.  After all, these were 

fund raisers benefitting our Church. 

 

Lantern Tour ticket sales, 50/50 sales and Door 

Prize drawings were incredibly busy throughout the 

entire Bazaar. 

 

We had some General Helpers who were able to fill 

in and keep things going as well as take on 

assignments that were more structured. 

 

Greeters and Information, two Set Up sessions, a 

Take Down session, and, a Clean Up session. 

 

While you were reading this, your mind is probably 

pondering something like, “What a monumental 

undertaking that was!”  And, you would be right!  

So many months, hours, individual and team efforts, 

numerous volunteers of all descriptions went into 

this one crazy weekend.  But, everyone who 

participated did it with singular focus, to raise 

money for our beloved and historic Church.  

Selfless people stepped forward to make it all 

happen.  No doubt, you have heard of that fairly 

recently coined expression, “it takes a village” and 

understand its meaning.  With so many people to 

thank and adequately express our gratitude, it would 



take a volume of names . . . and, we would still run 

the risk of missing someone.  So, Colleen and I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank each 

and every person who stepped up and said (in their 

heart . . . where it counts) “I am going to make a 

difference”.  You did!  You ALL made a 

tremendous difference that will be remembered in 

Christ Church History as Christmas Bazaar & 

Lantern Tour 2018!  Thank you.  From the bottom 

of our hearts, thank you all!  We sincerely hope that 

you enjoyed this year’s events. 

 

All the best,  

Colleen & Mark Roth, 2018 Christmas Bazaar 

Chairs 

 

 

Lantern Tour 2018 
 

The 25
th

 year of the Four Corners Lantern Tour was 

held on December 7, 2018.  The four organizations 

of the Quaker Meeting House, Presbyterian Church, 

Allen House Museum along with Christ Church 

each prepared historical presentations.   

 

In late October, contact was made with each 

organization to confirm the date and to provide 

them with guidance regarding ticket sales, lantern 

guides and advertising requests.  They were 

provided with a flyer to use for advertising.   

 

The first week of November a letter was written to 

the Shrewsbury Police Department, requesting 

officers to direct traffic and to cross participants 

across Highway 35.  Follow-up with the police 

department occurred by the third week of 

November.  The week prior to the event they called 

the office and confirmed the police presence. 

 

By the third week of November an ad was placed in 

the Asbury Park Press under the DATEBOOK 

section.  The $100 cost was donated.  In asking 

ticket buyers where they received information, 

many indicate each year that the ad is key.  The last 

week of November the sign is hung on the fence in 

front of the church.  Contact with the other 

organizations is made to request a stepped up 

advertising effort.  Each organization was asked to 

provide electronic advertising and announcements.  

Social networking sites were provided the flyer to 

post.  Ticket sales this year were low, with 

approximately 100 tickets sold for the evening.  

However, a highly positive response was received 

regarding the tour itself.   

 

After the expense of the police officers, the 

collected profits netted each of the organizations 

approximately $500. 

 

Elaine Feyereisen 

 

 

A little note about THE ACTORS in our  

 2018 LANTERN TOUR 
 

 

Once again, the Dead Actors Guild turned in superb 

performances in Christ Church’s segment of the 

Lantern Tour. 

 

Here is the cast: 

 

George Tallman portrayed by Gordon Brown 

Theodosia Finch portrayed by Patrice Thornton 

Sarah Hartshorne portrayed by Priscilla Gettis, 

Cassie Reagan, and Sofia Hanhan 

Reverend Harry Finch portrayed by Robert M. 

Kelly, Jr. and Robert Maber 

 

Special thanks to Judi Buncher for the exquisite 

costumes and her willingness to make one for any 

and all. 

 

Congratulations to Sofia on her first Dead Actors 

Guild role. 

 

Thanks to Cassie for her guiding and mentoring of 

Sofia. 

 

Special thanks to Gordon and Patrice for being real 

troupers in tackling both the 6 and 8 pm tours. 

 

Same time next year, and hopefully some graveyard 

costume performances for the 300
th

 anniversary of 

the graveyard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

             
  

 

Some of our Newest Actors and some of our Veterans!  

 

 

 

NEW SIGNAGE COMING TO CHRIST CHURCH 
 

Our new church signs have been built by Kitchen Crafters Plus, in Aberdeen, NJ.  Al Brisebois, pictured, is the 

owner.  Al is Jeff Veil’s ex brother in-law and the uncle to his 3 sons.   Jeff has known Al since 1980.   

Al donated his time and labor making the new signs.  Jeff paid for the materials.  Two Angels of Christ Church!  

The signs have to be primed, sealed, and painted.  After that, Peggy James and Jeff will help design new sign 

inserts to be approved by the Vestry. These should last for decades to come.  The other signs on the church 

grounds will also be repaired and repainted as required.   

 

 
 

 



STAINED GLASS WINDOWS HISTORICAL VIGNETTE 
 

We have recently completed a second 

Historical Vignette, this time focusing on 

our beautiful stained-glass windows. 

Recall that a Historical Vignette is a 

multimedia creation that examines a 

specific aspect of our church and church 

history. Last year we published our first 

Historical Vignette about the Vinegar 

Bible.  

 

This effort was the combined work of 

Robert Maber, Robert M. Kelly, Jr., Emily 

Blaser our intern from Monmouth 

University, and Megan Allas, our IT 

consultant. 

 

The link to the HV, which is on YouTube, 

is as follows 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJhM

uQaUK90 

 

This link is also on our web site in the 

History Section. We would like to hear 

your feedback. 

 

 

Due to the volunteer efforts and the use of existing materials, the creation of an HV is quite inexpensive running 

about $100. We plan to develop additional HVs and will be seeking Angels of Christ Church donations to cover 

the costs. We have not yet selected the object for the next HV but will be announcing it shortly. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
A King Cake for Epiphany!  See next page for the Recipe  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJhMuQaUK90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJhMuQaUK90


King Cake (for Epiphany) 

 

Brioche Dough: 

1/2 cup lukewarm water, 110 to 115 degrees  

2 packages dry yeast  

4 1/2 to 5 1/2 C sifted flour  

1/2 cup sugar  

1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg  

2 teaspoons salt  

1 teaspoon grated lemon rind  

1/2 cup lukewarm milk  

3 eggs  

4 egg yolks  

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons butter, softened  

1 egg, lightly beaten with 1 tablespoon milk  

dime, dried bean, or miniature doll 

Sugars:  

green, purple, and yellow food coloring, Pastes  

3/4 cup granulated sugar (12 tablespoons) 

Icing:  

3 cups confectioner's sugar  

1/4 cup lemon juice, strained  

3 to 6 tablespoons water  

2 candied cherries, halved  

 

Soften yeast in water. Combine flour, sugar, nutmeg and salt in mixing bowl. Stir in lemon peel. Make a well in 

center and pour into it the yeast mixture and milk. Add eggs and egg yolks, and with a large wooden spoon 

gradually incorporate dry ingredients into liquid ones. Beat in butter and continue beating until dough forms 

ball. (Mixing of the dough can be done in a food processor.) Place ball on floured board and incorporate more 

flour if necessary, by sprinkling it over ball by the tablespoon. Knead until smooth and elastic. Brush inside of 

large bowl with 1 tablespoon softened butter. Set dough in bowl and turn it so as to butter entire surface. (At 

this point you can refrigerate dough overnight.) Cover bowl and set aside for 1 1/2 hours or until doubled in 

bulk. Brush a large baking sheet with remaining butter. Punch dough down on lightly floured surface. Knead, 

then pat and shape dough into a cylinder about 14 inches long. Place on baking sheet and form into a ring. Press 

bean or doll into dough so that it is hidden. Set aside again to rise. When ready to bake brush the top and sides 

of the ring with the egg-milk mixture. Bake King's Cake in middle of oven at 375 degrees for 25 to 30 minutes, 

or until golden brown. Slide cake onto wire rack to cool. 

 

Prepare the colored sugars by squeezing a dab of green paste into the palm of one hand. Sprinkle 2 tablespoons 

of sugar over the paste and rub your hands together to color the sugars evenly. Set aside and repeat process with 

green, then twice with purple and yellow. (Do not mix sugars.) 

 

When the cake has cooled prepare the icing. Combine the confectioner's sugar, lemon juice and 3 tablespoons of 

water in a deep bowl and stir until the icing mixture is smooth. If too stiff to spread, beat in 1 teaspoonful water 

at a time, until desired consistency is reached. With a small metal spatula, spread the icing over the top of the 

cake, allowing it to run down the sides. Sprinkle the colored sugars over the icing immediately, forming a row 

of purple, yellow, and green strips, each about 2 inches wide, on both sides of the ring. Arrange 2 cherry halves 

at each end of the cake, pressing them gently into the icing. 

 

 

 



INTO GOOD SOIL: GROWING OUR FAITH 

If Christ Church is the place in which you have chosen to be planted; why not 

join us in better tilling the soil, nurturing the growth, and reaping the fruit? 

MY CHURCH, MY FAITH - STEWARDSHIP UPDATE! 
If you would like to make a final contribution, whether to finish your commitment for 2018 or to make an 

additional contribution, we must have them by Sunday, December 30.  Here is the latest report on our 2019 

Pledge Campaign: 

68 Individuals/Households have made a pledge for 2019 for a total of $162, 262, which is 90% of our $180,000 

Goal.  29 of these are increases over their 2018 Pledge. 10 of these are new pledges (those who did NOT turn in 

a pledge for 2018). 16 Individuals/Households have indicated that they intend to remember Christ Church in 

their will in some way. The Average Pledge is $2,389. Ten Individuals/Households who pledged in 2018 have 

not yet turned in their Commitment Certificate for this year; if that is you, please do! It will help us make our 

goal. And if you have never pledged before, do consider doing so. Not only does it make our church community 

stronger, it will deepen your own faith commitment. PLEASE NOTE: If you have made a pledge, your 

envelopes for the new year will be in the narthex of the church this Sunday. If you do not find them there, 

please see me. 

 

Faithfully, 

Peggy James, Senior Warden 

 

Blessings Shared 
Parish Finance Update 

 

November, 2018 
   

    Category Actual Budget $ Over Budget 

Plate  $ 2,711.00   $ 2,800.00   $ (89.00) 

Pledge  $ 141,718.00   $ 142,233.00   $ (515.00) 

Total Income  $ 201,822.00   $ 213,342.00   $ (11,520.00) 

Total Expense   $ 214,403.00   $ 213,798.00   $ 605.00  

Net Income  $ (12,581.00)  $ (456.00)  $ (12,125.00) 
 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a net deficit of ($12,581). This is higher than the budgeted 

deficit  by ($12125). 

2. Our current budget shows that our total income is ($11520) less than budgeted year to date. 

3. Our current expenses are running $606 more than budgeted. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is ($516) less than budgeted meaning that pledge prepayments finally caught 

up. $22,940 was prepaid in 2017 and deposited in our operating account in January. 

5. We took $5,000 from the Manson fund to meet church maintenance costs in November.  

The budget is in line with our forecast, but we were hoping to take less from the Endowment than budgeted. 

We are still hopeful that the year-end deficit will be smaller as a result of fund raisers. 

 

As always, we thank you for continued support of Christ Church. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Regiec - Treasurer 



 
 

A special thank you we received 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
For the People and Clergy of 

 
Prayer is at the very heart of our Christian life together.  Prayer deepens our connection to God and affirms 
our hope and faith in God’s love.    
 

The Diocesan Cycle of Prayer contains intercessions for each cleric, church, and for various ministries within 
the Diocese of New Jersey.  This cycle lists the names of all priests in the Diocese of New Jersey [parochial, 
non-parochial, and licensed] on the dates of their ordination to the priesthood.  Deacons are listed on the 
dates of their ordination to the Diaconate.  Bishops are listed on the dates of their consecration. 
 

The intercessions for Sunday are printed in bold.   

The Diocesan Cycle of Prayer is offered to our congregations and clergy with the hope that it may be used to 
enrich the faith and worship of the people of the Diocese of New Jersey.   
 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he 
who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8). 

 
January 
 
  1   Calvary Church in Flemington 

The Revs:  David H. Hermanson, Paul W. Runner 
  2 Ministry of the Diocesan Staff 
  3  The Rev. Edward B. Gammons, Jr. 
  4  Members and Ministry of the Committee on 

Rules of Order 
  5  The Revs:  Allen Mitsuo Wakabayashi, Diane 

Carole Mumma-Wakabayashi 
  6  The Rev. Canon Dr. Peter B. Stube 
  7  The Revs:  Matthew D. Bollinger, Donald 

Wiesner 
  8 The Revs:  Ophelia G. Laughlin, Antoinette 

Tackkett 
  9  The Revs:  Ann C. Holt, Victoria Pretti 
10  The Revs:  Alan C. French, Susan B.P. Norris 
11  The Revs:  William O. Breedlove, II, David Code, 

Juan Pastor Reyes 
12  The Revs:  Linda Carlson Scholer, Gerald A. 

Skillicorn 
13  Members and Ministry of the Committee on 
 Credentials of Lay Deputies  
14 The Revs:  Canon Christopher G. Duffy,  

 Louise L. Kingston 
15  The Revs: Dr. Edward E. Martin, Jr.,  

Dr. Edward J. Murphy, Petrina M. Pyatt,  
Valerie T. Redpath, Dirk C. Reinken, Edmund W. 
Zelley 

16 Members and Ministry of the Commission on 
Black Ministry 

 
 

 
 
 
17  The Rev. J. Michael McHugh  
18  The Revs:  Martha Blacklock, George E. Deatrick,  

Paul Jeanes, III, Mary Frances Schjonberg 
19  The Revs:  Gregory A. Bezilla, Dr. Joyce M. 

Scheyer 
The Rev. Dcns:  Kenneth Carpinelli, Joseph 
Luzardo, Michelleleslie Maltese-Nehrbass, 
Michelle OQuendo, Brigitte Pincelli 

20  The Rev.  Lisa G. E. Caton 
21 The Revs: Polly McWilliams Kasey, Emily Mellott 
22  The Revs: Lydia A. Edwards, Dr. Thomas 

Haverly, Dr. Anne-Marie Jeffery 
23  The Rev. Nancy Hite Speck 
24 Members and Ministry of the Committee on 

Resolutions 
25  The Rt. Rev. Sylvestre D. Romero 

The Rev. Dcn. Robert Turner 
26  Members and Ministry of the Committee on the 

Diaconate 
27 Clergy in Transition 
28   The Rev. Richard A. D. Benedict 
29  The Rev. Daphne W. P. Hawkes 
30 The Rev. Dr. Kent R. Walley 
31 Members and Ministry of the Committee on 

Classification of Congregations  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.allaboutgod.com/truth/matthew-7.htm#7


  
 

 

 

JANUARY 2019 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 
 

NO 8AM service 

 

10AM 

Lessons and Carols 

and Holy Eucharist 

31 
New Year’s Eve. 

1 
New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

4 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

5 
 

 

6 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Epiphany Pageant 

 

7 
Office Closed 

9am-3pm 

Embroidery Guild 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

7:30PM 

M.C.C. meeting 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

10 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

11 
Rector’s day off 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

12 
 

10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday 

Workday 
 

 

13 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

Church School 

 

5-7 PM 

Youth Group Prime 

14 
Office closed 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

7:15PM 

VestryMeeting 

 

15 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

18 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

19 
 
  

 

20 
 8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

 

ANNUAL PARISH 

MEETING 

 

21 
Office closed 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

25 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

26 
 
 

 

27 
NO 8am service 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 
 

 

5-7 PM 
Youth Group Prime 

28 
Office closed 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

 

30 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week  

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

31 
 

 Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 

 

 



 

Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2018 
 

Peggy James – Senior Warden, Stewardship 
James O’Connor – Junior Warden, Outreach 

Stephen Craven – I.T. 
Walter Dein - Property 

Jamie Green – Parish Life 
Edgar John - Outreach 

Robert Kelly – Parish Historian, Grants 
Joanne Montgomery – Fundraising 

Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 
 

Kathy Redinger - Stewardship 
Dianne Regiec – Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 

 

Treasurer—David Regiec 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

 
Setting up for the Bazaar are: (l-r) Mark Roth, Colleen Roth, Jennifer Lovekin, Elaine Feyereisen and Cindy Webster 

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

