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Annual Parish Meeting Agenda 

 
The 316th Annual Meeting of Christ Church will begin in 

the Parish House and will be accompanied by a covered dish brunch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invocation 

 

Call of the 316th Annual Meeting 

 

Minutes of the 315th Annual Meeting, January 22, 2018 

 

Presentation of Bylaw Changes 

 

Presentation of Candidates and Casting of Votes 

 

Presentation of Awards 

 

Presentation of Reports and 2019 Budget 

 

Other Business 

 

Adjournment 

 

Meeting of New Vestry to elect Officers of Vestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

 
Given at the Annual Meeting of Christ Church 

Shrewsbury, New Jersey 

January 20, 2019 

 

 

 

The Right Reverend William “Chip” H. Stokes  Bishop 

The Reverend Lisa Sauber Mitchell Rector 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff Deacon 

Casey Surgent Parish Administrator 

Christine Psolka Organist and Choir Director 

Jeff Veil Sexton 

David Regiec Treasurer 

Phyllis Edwards Altar Guild Directress 

Sue Napoletano Christian Formation Coordinator 

Nancy Stewart Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 

 

THE VESTRY 

Peggy James, Senior Warden (term ends Jan. 2019) 

Jim O’Connor, Junior Warden (term ends Jan. 2020) 

 

 

Term ends Jan. 2019                       Term ends Jan. 2020                        Term ends Jan. 2021  

Joanne Montgomery           Stephen Craven         Bob Kelly  

Walter Dein            Jamie Green                                     Edgar John 

Kathy Redinger                    Sue Napoletano                               Dianne Regiec 

 

                        

Deputies term ends Jan. 2019                Deputies  term ends Jan. 2020             

Dianne Regiec                   Renee Meislohn                                           

David Regiec         Connie Goddard                                          

Georgette King                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Minutes of the 315
th

 Annual Parish Meeting, Sunday, January 28, 2018 
 

The Annual meeting was held in the Parish House following the 10 AM service. After the opening prayer the 

meeting was called to order at 11:20 AM by Mother Lisa. A quorum being present, the 2017 Annual report was 

distributed to all in attendance. Minutes of the 314
th

 annual meeting held on 1/22/2017 were reviewed and 

accepted as presented on a motion made by Sarah Schmid and seconded by Patrice Thornton. 
 

Nomination Committee 

The following slate of candidates was presented: 

Junior Warden (2-year term): Jim O’Connor 

1 Vestry member (1-year term): Kathy Redinger to fill the vacated position of Jim O’Connor 

1 Vestry member (3-year term): Edgar John 

1 Vestry member (3-year term): Dianne Regiec 

1 Vestry member (3-year term): Bob Kelly 

Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention: Georgette King, Connie Goddard, Jim O’Connor 

A motion was made to accept the candidates, all in favor. 
 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS to outgoing members by Mother Lisa 

Sarah Schmid – 1-year term (at large) 

Rachelle Spencer Mikita – 3-year term (OUTREACH) 

Elaine Feyereisen – Sr. Warden, 2-year term 
 

TREASURES REPORT 

Treasurer Dave Regiec presented the budget for 2018. In 2017 we took $37,000 from the endowment (a little 

less than budgeted). The goal of the endowment is to keep the principle intact. The endowment funds value has 

increased. In 2015 we received $340,000 (Manson Fund) which is dedicated to the upkeep of the church 

building. Even though funds were used (along with SDRG grant money) to pay for capital improvements, the 

value of this fund grew by $19,000. Pledges exceed goal by $11,400 - 99% of what was pledged. Fundraising 

needs improvement. The diocese recommends a 1% pay increase for all employees.  
 

GRANTS 

Bob Kelly stated that the work on the SDRG grant is complete, and the $200,000 loan will be paid back to the 

diocese.  
 

Bob Kelly applied for and we received a Grave Stone Restoration Grant from the state of NJ that will be starting 

in the summer of 2018. Bob Kelly also applied for a County Grant for repairs to the chimneys at the rectory. 

This grant will pay for 50% of the repairs needed. 
 

HANDICAP RAMP 

Elaine Feyereisen reported that Ampramp has been chosen to install the handicap ramp on the parish house. It 

will be ADA compliant. Installation will start in the spring. An angel made a generous monetary donation and 

we have also been approved for a grant from the diocese. The ECW will also give the balance of its funds to the 

ramp.  
 

The new vestry appointed Nancy Stewart as clerk and Dave Regiec as treasurer. 
 

Mother Lisa closed the meeting with a prayer at 12:00 noon.  
 

The Calendar Cash drawing was pulled. Mark and Colleen Roth were the winners! They generously donated the 

winnings back to Christ Church.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy James, Sr. Warden  

 



 

 

 

 

2018 NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 

 

The terms of the following vestry persons expire at this meeting: 

 

Senior Warden: 

Peggy James 

 

Vestry:   

Walter Dein 

Joanne Montgomery 

Kathy Redinger 

 

    

The following person is duly nominated to serve as Senior Warden for a 2 year term: 

Robert Kelly 

    

The following persons are duly nominated to fill two of the three vestry positions for a 3 year term: 

Walter Burrell 

Connie Goddard 

  

 

 

One two year term is currently open.      

 

 

The following persons are duly nominated to serve as Alternate Deputies to Diocesan Convention:   

Sheila Hatami-Watson 

Kim Roberts 

Georgette King 

 

 

 

 

The Nominating Committee is comprised of the Senior Warden and the retiring Vestry members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DETAILS FROM THE PARISH REGISTER  

FOR THE YEAR 2018 

 
 

Baptisms 

None recorded for the year 

 

Confirmations 

None recorded for the year 

 
Marriages 

Valentine Gabrielle Ortiz-Meyer Volmer to Michael J Lister 

Debbie DeStasio to Gus Mutini 

Phylicia Stephanie Hoyt to Henry Shea Surgent 

Linda R. States to William Russel Van Leer 

 

New Members at Christ Church 

Lauren Birkmire 

Janine Evarts 

Christopher and Joan Gorey 

Steven Rudolph 

 

Transfers from Christ Church 

Evan, Kara, Brynn and Vale Curatolo to Holy Cross, Rumson 

Ellio, Cara, Natalia and Lucia Tevar to Christ Church Middletown 

 

Burial of the Dead *denotes a member of Christ Church; ** denotes a former member 

Marion Elizabeth Becker 

William Mason Caldwell 

Packard Biddle* 

Ronald Charles Knoth* 

Anne Bridget Psolka-Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

RECTOR’S REPORT 
“As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the 

faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” Colossians 2.6-7 
 

To be rooted and built up in Christ; this is the heart of any parish. We gather each Sunday to deepen our 

knowledge and fortify our faith that we may go out into the world to do all that God has called us to do.  
 

This year our theme for Stewardship has been “Into Good Soil: Growing Our Faith”. In the midst of all we 

usually do in any given year, we have been especially focusing on how we are rooted, built up, and established 

in Christ Jesus. For you see, “Stewardship” is not merely about how each of us handles the money that God 

entrusts into our care; Stewardship is about how we handle everything God entrusts into our care: our bodies, 

our souls, our children, our civic duties, the well-being of our planet (and everything in-between).  
 

We had a series of Home Eucharists during 2018 in which we explored these themes. Many thanks to the 

parishioners who opened their homes and to all who participated. Adult education included our Wednesday 

Peak of the Week which is led by Donna Devlin and addresses many subjects of spiritual interest. Education for 

Ministry, the best Adult Education and Formation program in the Episcopal Church, is led by me and my co-

mentor Robin McKeever (of St. James, Eatontown).  Adults also met monthly for what came to be known as 

“Circle of Friends’: discussing race and how it shapes our lives. Lent Madness hit our parish this year; members 

of the parish helped select the Golden Halo Winner for 2018: Anna Alexander (don’t know what saint this is? 

Google her!) Our Youth Group continues to meet; Georgette King and Walter Dein are my partners in leading 

the charge with our teens. Sue Napoletano and her team do a phenomenal job with our children, fostering a deep 

love of church and a growing devotion to the faith. And Donna Devlin engaged the entire parish with two 

dramas during Sunday morning worship: the Epiphany Pageant and a Rufus’ Quest, a play that looked at our 

part and responsibility to our environment. 

 

To be rooted and built up in Christ. Education is a big part of that, but there were so many other things we 

accomplished in 2018 to help our parish deepen our roots and to continue building on the foundation of Christ, 

the prophets, the saints, and the Church. Here are a few other notable accomplishments for 2018 (many of 

which you will read about in the pages of this report: 
 

 Completed the Handicap Ramp to the Parish House 

 Graveyard Month in October – new annual event! 

 Restoration of many stones in our Graveyard 

 Sponsorship of Queeni Caay, a college student in the Philippines 

 Celebration of the ministry of Ann and Jim Miller 

 Community Garden – new ministry! 

 Christ Church on youtube 

 Ten Years of Martha’s Cupboard 

 Self-Guided Graveyard Tours are here! 

 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner – look for it again this year! 

 Instructed Eucharist and a new Maundy Thursday Agape Meal 

 Welcomed a visit from members of the Diocesan Council 
 

These bullets listed above? These are only things new or unique to the year 2018. Besides all of this, our parish 

does a tremendous amount of ministry here at home and out in the world. I encourage you to read the pages of 

this report to fully understand just who we are and what we do – and to find a place for you…..so that you can 

take root, and be built up in the Lord and established in the Faith.  
 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+ 



 

 

 

 

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 2018 
 

 

We were a busy parish in 2018. As Senior Warden, I can attest to the truth of this: we are a very busy parish 

with a mission to accomplish! Here are just a few of the things that kept us busy during the year: 

 

Regular meetings and events of The Girls Friendly Society  

Very successful St. Patrick’s Dinner with entertainment 

Church has a plot in the Shrewsbury Community Garden 

Received a grant to repair the chimneys in the rectory 

Circle of Friends got started  

4 Home Eucharists 

Participated in Weekend in Old Monmouth  

Had a successful Flea Market 

Handicap Ramp was installed and dedicated and work on the Graveyard continued at a regular basis 

Backpack were donated, Toys were donated, Toiletries were donated, Hats and Gloves were donated, Food for   

  Martha’s Cupboard was donated (we do a lot of donating around here!) 

Enjoyed a night at the Blue Claws Game in a Luxury Suite (donated by 2 parishioners!) 

Halloween Party 

Mad Regalia performed 

Blessing of the Stockings 

Plus much, much more!!!! 

 

You may wonder just what the role of a Warden is. The Wardens work closely with the clergy, meeting on a 

regular basis, to help decide what and when issues should be addressed and what projects should be done and 

what should be tabled until a later time. We are also the two persons the Rector most often seeks out for advice 

and support. In addition, we are available to help and guide parishioners when the priest is away, negotiate 

contracts with our vendors, work with people who want to rent the parish hall, handle property issues, help 

vestry members with their commissions, just to name some of our duties!! Christ Church is a wonderful 

community that I’m glad I am a part of. It is truly an honor to be a warden and I enjoyed serving for the past 2 

years. I pass the torch on to Bob Kelly! 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy James, Sr. Warden 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 2018 

                                     

“Into Good Soil – Growing Our Faith” 
 

Stewardship is a year round ministry, in which we work to foster in each one of us an awareness of all God has 

given us (time, treasure, talents) and how we may give back to the Lord from all we have received. 

 

This year we did this through many avenues. Each quarter, when we sent out the quarterly statements 

documenting your giving, we intentionally included information and opportunities happening in the parish.  

 

At the April Vestry Meeting, we laid out our plan for the year, with the theme, “Into Good Soil – Growing our 

Faith” in which we hoped to focus on all the ways we nurture and sustain spirituality among our members. We 

also planned four “Listening Events” for the spring. Four Home Eucharists (with potluck suppers) were held in 

May and June in the homes of Bob and Kim Honecker, Mother Lisa Mitchell (at the Rectory), Sue Napoletano, 

and Peggy James and John Callaghan. Together we explored a passage of scripture, broke bread, drank wine, 

and had a wonderful time of fellowship. We so enjoyed these times that we held two additional ones in the fall: 

one at the home of Lynn Marengo hosting, and one which with Joanne Montgomery. 

 

Our 2019 PLEDGE drive started in October with a Pie Sunday Kick-Off with a Puppet Show and Puppet Pies (a 

meal of Sweet and Savory Pies) made by our Parishioners. During the month Walter Burrell, Christine 

Meislohn, Tom Cameron and Andrew Brown shared with us their sentiments of Christ Church. To be sure that 

every parishioner got to hear their stories, each week following the testimonial, an email was sent that included 

the testimonial, a picture of the speaker and a pledge progress report. The audio of each talk was also available 

on line. Pledge Certificates started coming in early which helped us get a jump start on our 2019 budget. We 

continued our “Pie Sunday” theme with the use of Pie Charts to measure the progress of our giving.  

Our Parish Ingathering was held on November 18
th

 with Parish Thanksgiving Celebration. We had our 

wonderful dedication of the Parish Hall Handicap Ramp and enjoyed delicious Chicken and sides from Chicken 

Kitchen of Shrewsbury. 

 

A few parishioners paid their 2018 pledge in full at the end of 2017, helping us save money by not needing to 

take as much from the endowment fund. Some have also paid theirs in full for 2019 already. This is such a big 

help to the running of the Church and saves us a good deal on our investments; if you are able to do so, we 

encourage an early payment! 

 

The following is a comparison of the pledge data (actual from certificates) for 2018 and 2019 as of 1/16/2019.  

 

    2019  2018 

Number of pledges     71     66   

New Pledges      12       9 

Increased Pledges     29     20 

Deceased Pledges      4       9 

Same Pledges     26     28 

  

Total Pledges        167,802       148,004 

 

In addition, 16 Parishioners have indicated they will remember Christ Church in their wills.  

 



 

 

 

 

Please note that new pledges include people new to our parish as well as those who may have contributed 

consistently in past never completed a pledge certificate until now. The highest pledge to date is $8500 and the 

lowest is $52. Our average pledge is $2363 which puts us at 93% of our goal. We are missing just one small 

piece in our “pie goal” of $180,000 in pledges. 

 

 

We are always accepting pledges! You can pledge at any time during the year. Pledge certificates are available 

in the church office or in the back of the church. If you regularly put money in the plate, but have never 

completed a pledge certificate please consider completing one this year. Your pledge helps us plan and maintain 

our budget. Remember, your contributions are still tax deductible, depending on your situation. Don’t be afraid 

to pledge: it is one way you say “thank you” to God for all you have and all you are. No pledge is too large or 

too small, they simply say that we are trusting God and trusting the care of our parish into God’s hands. And 

remember: if you circumstance change, you can always change your pledge. Please help make this a great 

financial year! 
 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy James, Stewardship Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Legacy Wall 
 

For as long as our parish has been in existence, good-hearted people (both members and non-members) have 

remembered Christ Church in their wills. This is a marvelously generous thing; it is primarily the gifts 

bequeathed to us over the years which have given us our endowment, allowing us to fill in the gaps when 

needed and to plan for our future. It is one such generous gift which created The Father Mainer Fund, a 

resource used strictly to help the poor in our community. It is another such gift (The Robert Manson Fund) 

that is allowing us to better maintain our Church building (and will cover the costly repainting of the ceiling 

of the nave). Another such bequest (The Sickles Fund) is what maintains the majority of our lawn care and 

snow removal. It is truly amazing what such a gift can do! 
 

Two years ago, we began including a line on the “Pledge Certificate” that allows members to indicate that 

they are planning to remember Christ Church in their will. This is a great source of encouragement to us; it 

means that even in death we are thinking of those who will follow us and are helping to ensure that the 

gospel will be preached long after we are on the next leg of the journey. No gift is too small (or for that 

matter, too large) to create a legacy, and I have found that for some who are not able to pledge as much as 

they would like in this present moment, a remembrance in their will has given them the opportunity to give 

one final gift. 

 

Have you given that “little box” on your form any consideration? Think about what you want to leave your 

children and any others depending on you, and then dare to dream of what your legacy will be right here in 

this place you so love. Your Wardens are happy to sit down with you at any time and discuss any questions 

you may have. 

 

The following persons have already indicated their intention to remember the Church in their will:  

 

Judith and Stuart Buncher, Robert and Kim Honecker, Jamie Green, Peggy James, Carolyn Marengo,  

James and Ann Miller, Rev. Lisa S. Mitchell, Joanne Montgomery, Paul and Noel Murgio, Jim O’Connor,  

Harold (Bud) Paynton, Irwin Rapolla, Barbara Raspanti, Jeffery Veil, Rod and Cindy Webster, and one 

person who wishes to remain Anonymous.  

 

We are grateful not only for their generosity, but for their thoughts and prayers for our future. 

 

 

 
ANGELS OF CHRIST CHURCH 

 

Over the years, many parishioners have given special gifts to Christ Church when they have become aware of 

the need. We call these special people “Angels”. The Vestry wanted to share these “Angel Gifts” for 2018 with 

the congregation. Please forgive us if we missed anyone! Sarah Schmid (handicap ramp), Lynn Marengo (3 

cases of replacement solar walkway lights), Vee Stadleberger (computer for the office), Jeff Veil (new church 

signs), they are coming! Walter Dein, Jim O’Connor and Jeff Veil (surgery for our college student, Queeni 

Caay) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY REPORT 2018 
 

 

In 2018, St. Gregory’s Choir bade a fond farewell to Patrice Thornton, Soprano, a long-time member of the 

choir. We will miss her friendship and vocal talents as she relocates to Pennsylvania with her husband, Stan. 

 

This year’s liturgical music included a number of small choral groups, including duets and trios, as well as full 

choir ensembles. Soprano Martie Viets joined Mezzo-Sopranos Janet Breslin and Carolyn Cope as guest 

choristers throughout the year. 

 

 

Palm Sunday anthems included Proulx’s arrangement of We Adore You, O Christ. The Maundy Thursday 

service featured the Stephens Ubi Caritas. Choir members Jamie Green, Barbara Carroll, Patricia Falzone and 

Lynn Marengo, along with Janet Breslin and Carolyn Cope, participated in the Good Friday service which 

included music and poetry from a variety of genres. Highlights included Lotti’s Vidit Suum, sung by Janet 

Breslin, and a piano and violin duet arrangement of Elgar’s Nimrod, featuring violinist Andrew Olenik. 

 

 

The Easter Vigil Sunrise Service music was provided by Jim Halpern, Jamie Green, Patricia Falzone, and Lynn 

Marengo. Trumpeter Al Caffey joined the choir for the Resurrection Eucharist on Easter morning. Music 

included two pieces by Handel: the choral anthem Shout the Glad Tidings, arranged by Hopson, and the motet, 

O Sing unto the Lord a New Song, with Mezzo-Sopranos Janet Breslin and Carolyn Cope. 

 

 

The Children’s Christmas Eve Service featured a poem read by Dashiel Cassidy. 

 

Violinist Andrew Olenik joined St. Gregory’s Choir for the Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols and Festive 

Eucharist. The choir sang In the Bleak Mid-Winter, arranged by Shepperd and Helvey’s arrangement of Love 

Came Down at Christmas, both accompanied by violin. Mezzo- Soprano Janet Breslin sang Gesu Bambino by 

Pietro Yon. Music also included Britten’s arrangement of There Is No Rose and the Rutter Nativity Carol, both 

for women’s chorus.  

PJ Reyes sang the child’s solo in Once in Royal David’s City.  

 

Many thanks to Mother Lisa Mitchell for her guidance and support this past year. I continue to be inspired and 

uplifted by our dedicated choir members, including: 

 

Barbara Carroll  Patricia Falzone  Jamie Green 

Lisa Halpern   Jim Halpern   Edgar John 

Robert Maber   Lynn Marengo     Renee Meislohn  

Sarah Schmid   Diane Skelly 

 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Psolka, Organist and Choirmaster 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD REPORT 2018 
 

The ministry of the Altar Guild is the preparation for the two Sunday services, special Holy Days, weddings, 

baptisms, funerals and memorial services.  We also trim the church for Christmas, Easter and special Holy 

Days.  The members of the Guild assure the linens, silver, brass, and priest’s vestments are well maintained so 

that Christ Church is always a holy and beautiful place to worship. 
   

Cindy Webster is continuing to do a wonderful job as flower treasurer and also we are lucky to have her talents 

whenever we need to have special flower arrangements. 
  

The following members served faithfully the past year in teams of two and three: Pam Aschettino, Pam 

Diamond, Phyllis Edwards, Edgar John, Ann Miller, Rachelle Spencer-Makita, and Cindy Webster.  A special 

thank you to Walter Dein and Edger John for all the assistance they have given me this past year.  Thank you 

also to Dorrie Pedalino and GFS for continuing to make the crystal crosses for the baptism ceremonies.  We 

have added two more members to the Altar Guild this past year.  They are Judi Buncher and Halina Nibbling. 
  

The gold chalice with the raised cross and jewels is still in need of repair.  We are still trying to find a reliable 

source.  Meanwhile we are using the Silver Chalice. 
  

We are also trying to find someone that will be able to repair the needlepoint on the kneelers in front of the 

communion rail. 
  

The Altar Guild thanks Mother Lisa for direction, prayers, and support throughout the year. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Phyllis Edwards, Directress 

  
2018 Altar Guild 

 Flower Account Financial Summary 
 

Beginning Balance January 1, 2018   $1,761.68 

 

2018 Yearly Income     $3,721.00 

TD Bank Interest                .56 

                                  TOTAL INCOME:       $5,483.24         

 

2018 Expenses                                                        

Boxwood Gardens Charges (1/18-11/18)  $4,645.80   

TD Bank Safety Box (For Queen Anne's Chalice) $   122.62 

                                                                         

                                    TOTAL EXPENSES:  $4,768.42 

 

Ending Balance December 31, 2018    $   714.82 

 

Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex.  Thank you to 

everyone who continues their support for beautiful flowers for Christ Church Altar Guild through your 

donations for thanksgivings, memorials, and special holidays.  Our Church always looks so beautiful!  

We need everyone’s support to continue. If to you would like to donate flowers or the weekly sanctuary candle, 

please sign up on the Flower Chart in the narthex  

 

Respectfully submitted, Cynthia Wester, Altar Guild Flower Chair                           



 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 2018 
 

Well, here we are again, another year come and gone.  It’s hard for me to believe but this coming May will 

mark my 10th year of employment at Christ Church.  My, how time flies!  This past year was no exception.  As 

I have said before, my major job responsibilities do not change much from year to year and much of my daily 

office time is spent prioritizing tasks and managing my workload.  The last week of the month is always a little 

hectic while preparing “The Crown”.  What’s my biggest challenge?  The “Those Who Serve” schedule.  There 

have been some new volunteers in the last few months and I hope that continues.  The more volunteers there are 

the easier scheduling is for all.  I hope to find some “spare” time in the near future to really work on learning 

our new data base “Servant Keeper” which we acquired and downloaded this past fall.  I continue to hope and 

pray we get new phones this year. 

 

The year 2018 was a busy and exciting year for me personally. In August, our son Henry married his long-time 

girlfriend Phylicia.  I was thrilled when they asked me if I thought Mother Lisa would be able to perform the 

ceremony!  She met with them and agreed to officiate the nuptials.  Evidently she felt as strongly about them as 

a couple as we do, as it was such a spiritual, meaningful, beautiful service.  We can’t begin to thank Mother 

Lisa enough for sharing the gift of her faith, her heaven-sent words and sense for the importance of the moment 

and their commitment. Quite simply it could not have been more perfect!  Christ Church is blessed to have her.  

 

Luckily, I was able to enjoy the lead up to the festivities by taking the week before the wedding off from work, 

as well as the “recuperation” week after.  My thanks to those who helped in the office while I was enjoying this 

special time with my family, you know who you are!  I also had some time out of the office the last week of 

September when my husband and I celebrated our 30th anniversary (10/9) and took a trip to Munich, Germany 

for “Oktoberfest” and some additional cities and sites.  Overall, it was a year to remember with lots of love and 

special moments.  I am so very grateful and appreciative to Mother Lisa and the Vestry for being able to 

accommodate my requests for vacation and personal time off.   

 

I’d like to call out a few parishioners who really stepped up this year: Joanne Montgomery did a great job 

running the Annual Flea Market once again.  CONGRATULATIONS to newcomers Mark and Colleen Roth 

(with help from Judi Buncher) on a superb job chairing the Annual Bazaar.  Elaine Feyereisen also did a 

wonderful job again this year chairing the Lantern Tours.  These are all time consuming sacrifices and we 

should all laud their dedication. It is efforts like these from all of you (and there are so many more than these 

three I mentioned) that help financially support the mission of Christ Church.   

 

Christ Church continues to grow in its historical popularity, mostly due to the dedication of Bob Kelly, our 

Parish Historian. We continue to receive inquiries from history buffs near and far as Bob continues his efforts to 

increase local community awareness and interest.  We receive many tour requests and inquiries.  

 

My sincere thanks to the many who have helped in the office in anyway over the last year and very special 

thanks to those who lend a hand when it comes time for collating, folding and stapling holiday bulletins and 

special reports. 

 
   

 

Respectfully submitted by Casey Surgent, Parish Administrator 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION COMMISSION REPORT 2018 
 

Sue Napoletano continues the lead in teaching the School with Georgette King and Walter Dein. Attendance is 

relatively steady.  

 

We remain prepared and ready to go forward on a weekly basis. Continuing from September 2018 our 

classroom curriculum and the Seeing is Believing program have been combined.  The children are continuing 

on their Journey to Jerusalem in which we explore the Old Testament –the people, the times, the prophesies.  

We have come through the Red Sea with Moses and fought the battle of Jericho with Joshua.  We’ve also taken 

time to explore the concept of stewardship and what that means, besides the financial aspect.  On Sunday, 

October 14, 2018 Donna Devlin presented a delightful, interactive puppet show in which the children and 

parishioners. Many thanks to her for the presentation.  We look forward to hearing the continuing saga.  The 

Church School and their parents also created two spectacular banners which were hung in the Church.  This 

activity is very engaging for the children and is an opportunity to display their creativity and spirituality.  

 

One of the main goals of the Christian Formation Commission has always been to offer our children and Youth 

a loving, cheerful and safe environment in which to explore and learn about our Faith and how to put that Faith 

into action.  It is evident that the commission is on track in that regard.  Continued support of the Church School 

Program by parents is very much key to a successful outcome of the program and more importantly, the 

successful development of faith and ensuing service in our children and Youth.  

 

Church School also includes special activities and programs:    

 

 2
st
 annual Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast.  The children and their parents again sponsored a very yummy 

coffee-hour treat.  Who can resist pancakes drizzled in syrup and crispy sausage?  Seems to me this has 

become a tradition.  Stay tuned!  

 

 Easter Egg Hunt.   Thanks for all the parishioners who donated filled eggs and candy and those who hid 

the eggs in order to make the EEH a success. So many eggs-so few places to hide them. (You wouldn’t 

think that possible but it’s true)  It was “eggs-citing” for all, especially for those children who found the 

beautiful Alleluia Eggs made by Marie Maber and were awarded the beautiful Lamb Cakes.  Lamb Cake 

Bakers – you are so appreciated.  Thanks!  

 

 Youth Sunday, June 1, 2018.   This year’s graduating Senior, Christina Alfano, offered up a touching 

and insightful sermon as to her experiences at Christ Church. Christina attended our Sunday School 

from a very young age through her teen years and confirmation. She participated in Youth Group and 

she served faithfully as our primary nursery caregiver.  How lucky our little ones are to have had the gift 

of her generous and free spirit.  Christina always made herself available to do other tasks.  Her 

creativity, sense of humor and just her person are been greatly missed.  

 

 Sincere thanks was offered up for the people who mentored and influenced our children and Youth over 

the years. Children, Youth and Volunteers were recognized for their contributions and some awards 

were given out. The program concluded with the traditional Ice Cream Sundaes.  

 

 Rally Sunday, September 9, 2018.  Early on we worked on learning the words to the Lord’s Prayer and 

that was clearly successful as I see the children joining in the prayer during worship. Class is continuing 

with the Journey to Jerusalem they started last year.  The children love reading the stories from the Brick 

Bible. We built a desert box, we built the City of Jericho with Legos and fought the battle with Joshua – 



 

 

 

 

just to have it all come tumbling down.  As mentioned earlier in the report we discussed stewardship and 

recently explored the idea of “gifts” of love.  Children made gift boxes to present to their loved ones at 

Christmas to which notes of hope and love were attached.  Thanks to Mark Roth for sharing this great 

idea and for creating the tags.    

 

 Halloween Party.   Originally scheduled for October 27 as part of the graveyard events, it was postponed 

until Sunday, October 28, 2018 due to weather.  The children, their families and parishioners were 

encouraged to dress up in their favorite costumes in anticipation of the Halloween Party during coffee 

hour.  Thanks to Andrew Brown and Lauren Birkmire who chaired the event and those volunteers who 

made this event possible. Thanks to those who made the game boards.  Thanks to the Van Valkenburgs 

for many of the decorations which were festive.  The food was eerily delicious and the party games fun! 

 

 Blessing of the Stockings. On Saturday, December 1, 2018 in the Parish House the annual Blessing of 

the Stockings event took place.  What better fun for kids of all ages than decorating the Christmas tree, 

decorating cookies and pinecones,  Then to boot - a visit by St. Nicholas and most importantly, the 

blessing of everyone’s stockings by Mother Lisa.  As in the past this event was very well attended by 

local families as well as parishioners.   

 

 St. Nicholas Sunday:  On Sunday, December 9, 2018 we had our annual in-gathering of toys and gifts 

for St. Mark’s, Keansburg which, as always, was astounding.     

 

 The Weekly Procession.   The Church School children continue zipping up the aisle, sitting up front and 

center then processing out with our very own miniature cross.  It helps them to see up close and personal 

what’s happening at the altar and they have begun identifying themselves as an important and special 

part of the church family as a whole and of the service. Many of the children can read so that is new this 

year.  They can follow along in the prayer book.  As to the closing Processional, it continues to be met 

with lots of smiles, waves and generally lots of warm fuzzies from our parishioners. It’s good for the 

children too. This year two of our students have begun acolyting, Nico Hanhan and Matthew Dunford.  

There are already others expressing an interest in acolyting.  That’s a sure win for everyone!  The 

Christian Formation program at Christ Church would not be possible without the encouragement of our 

Church Family.  I appreciate all of your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Susan Napoletano, Christian Formation Vestryperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP PRIME 
 

We have a small but very committed group of youth, the parents who support them, and adult teachers and 

sponsors who make up Youth Group Prime. We generally meet twice a month from September through May; 

sometimes for a regular teaching and discussion session and sometimes in a parish or community activity. We 

often share a meal together (where we have the most interesting conversations), the youth lead us in prayers, 

and we enjoy exploring how their young Christian Faith intersects the world in which they live.  

 

This autumn we turned our focus to two specific areas: “Inside the Book of Common Prayer” and 

“Understanding the Faith of Others”. Our September meeting began with a kind of scavenger hunt within the 

BCP in which kids and adults had a series of questions that had to be answered by using the BCP alone.  

We have had a segment on Quakerism, and hope to visit our neighbors across the street at the Quaker Meeting 

House this year. We will continue studying both BCP and other Faiths throughout this year and next. 

 

Along with our meetings, the youth also baked for the Coffee Hour and served the goodies; assisted in the 

Parish Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner, made Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday, assisted in the Spring Communion 

Class for Children, recruited walkers for Crop Walk as well as raising funds themselves, and assisted with the 

Halloween Parish Party. 

 

I am very thankful for Georgette King and Walter Dein who are my accomplices in teaching the youth, and for 

the parents who make Youth Group Prime a very important commitment for their children. It is not always easy 

putting together a calendar for this very busy age-group, but it is certainly well worth it! 

 

 

Faithfully, 

 

The Reverend Lisa Mitchell+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING REPORT 2018 
 

Fundraising events for 2018 at Christ Church was another impressive year, especially with our addition of the 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, and, AS ALWAYS, our fabulous Christmas Bazaar.   The events and totals raised are 

below for your review. 
 

Special thanks to all our Christ Church members that put such hard work, time and effort into volunteering with 

our fundraisers throughout the year.  Almost like having a second job.  😊 
 

Let’s not forget all that attended and contributed to each event with the cooking, baking, purchasing and selling 

of the raffle tickets, creating lovely baskets, making jewelry, creating paintings, collecting trinkets and 

treasures, and hand-made knitted garments and let’s not forget the decorating, set up and break down of each 

event by our parishioners.  Cheers to the fabulous food that was made and sold by our great chefs in the kitchen. 
 

This is not to dismiss all the energy that goes into planning each of the other events below.  We all should be so 

proud of our parish and the people that make it work!  It was well noticed and so appreciated!  We also manage 

to have a little fun too….right!  Especially getting dressed up in our costumes made by Judi. 
 

We look forward to seeing what 2019 brings us!  
 

Thanks also to Mother Lisa, and the Christ Church Vestry for supporting all the ideas that came to fruition in 

2018!  
 

 

2018 Christ Church Fund 
Raiser Events: 

    

     

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 2018 vs. 2017 vs. 2016 vs. 2015 

     

Book Sales $50.00  $66.00  $129.50  $172  

Calendar Cash Out $402.50  $487.50  $795.00  $432  

St. Patrick's Day Event $1,331.68  0 0 0 

Spring Flea Market $1,524.36  $1,855.97  $3,149  $2,613  

Empty Print Cartridges $66.50  0 0 0 

50/50 Raffle for 55” TV (Bazaar) n/a n/a $250.00  n/a 

50/50 Raffle $1,155.00  $1,657.95  $1,052.50  $1,907.75  

Moravian Pie Sale – YUM! $503.04  $613.05  $611.05  $595  

Holiday Christmas Bazaar $9,883.77  $10,492.95  $8,887.49  $9,530  

Lantern Tour $500.50  $900  $2,228.31  $2,385  

Vestry Car Wash (Virtual) 0 n/a $120.00  n/a 

Weddings/Baptisms $1,275.00  $2,865  $2,400.00  $,3200.00 

Boscov’s 2018 $300.00  0   0 

Quiche Sale* 0 $80.00  $276.00  0 

TOTAL FUND RAISING $15,717.35  $16,007.42  $19,899.00  $20,835.00  

TOTAL WITH WEDDINGS/BAPTISIMS $16,992.35  $18,872.42      

 

Respectfully submitted by Joanne Montgomery 

 



 

 

 

 

FATHER MAINER FUND 2018 

 
 

The Father Mainer Fund was established many years ago by an Episcopal priest connected with Christ Church. 

The purpose of the Fund is to help individual people with extreme economic hardships. Because of the 

difficulty in finding reasonable low-cost housing in Monmouth County and because Father Mainer also relied 

on low-cost public housing, this account is used specifically to assist people with housing needs. The maximum 

amount to be dispersed each year remains $2,500. The maximum amount given out to any one family is $500.  

 

Beginning Balance:         $3,708.19 

 

In 2018, five allocations for a total of $2,000.00 were given out to the following: 

 

Contributions: 

Donations          $1,390.00 

Poor Box           $     32.00 

Interest on the account        $       1.75 

Total Contributions         $1,423.75   

  

Assistance Given: 

Rent and utility assistance for a single mother & son     $500.00 

Rent assistance for a man dealing with extended illness    $500.00 

Rent assistance for a disabled man       $500.00 

Assistance with a light bill for a single mother with children   $100.00 

Rent Assistance for a single mother and daughter     $400.00 

 

Total paid from account        $2,000.00 

 

End of Year Balance of the Fund: $3,131.94 

 

The Father Mainer Fund is a limited fund; he assumed that once the monies are dispersed, the account will be 

closed. However, the needs are as real today as they were in his own day. There is currently enough in this 

account to last another 18 months or so. If you would like to make a donation to this fund, your check may be 

made out to “Christ Church” with “Father Mainer Fund” on the memo line.  

 

Faithfully Submitted, 

 

Mother Lisa Mitchell, Rector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PROPERTY REPORT 2018 
 

Seeing this list you realize with help from many people, property has accomplished a lot this year. Many of the 

smaller projects listed below were completed during the Second Saturday Workdays. I am so grateful all those 

who have participated in the Workdays. Your help is greatly needed and truly appreciated. 
  
Church Yard: 
  Weeding the parking lot 
  Collecting up the black walnuts 
  Clearing the ground for the new ramp 
  Installing the ramp lighting 
 

Church Building: 
  Repairing the outside light above handicap ramp door 
  Repairing the church front step light 
  Added covers to the thermostats 
  Repairing back chandelier and dimmer 
  Gathering and labeling church ceiling paint chips 
 

Church Rectory: 
  Repaired back door lock 
  Tighten bathroom towel rods 
  Assisted in repairing the furnace 
  Tightened the chair rollers 
  Fixed the stove door 
 

Parish House: 
  Installing and removing the window air conditioners 
  Repaired the side entrance door lock 
  Repaired the office sliding door 
  Replaced broken ceiling lights 
  Installed new dehumidifier 
  Repaired outside fire escape door 
  Switched phones service to Version FiOS 
  
There is also a host of reoccurring tasks such as picking up of trash in the church yard, untangling the Episcopal 

flag, putting out the parking cones, and managing the book room. 
  
I want to add a very special thank you to all who assisted in the after Holiday Bazaar cleanup. What in the past 

took days and even weeks to get everything back to normal was accomplished in a matter of a few hours. 
  
 

Faithfully submitted by Walter Dein, Property Chair 
   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

OUTREACH COMMISSION REPORT 2018 

 
2018 was another great year at Christ Church and our involvement in our surrounding communities. We made 

an impact in so many areas, and most notably the following: 

1. Covenant House: Christ Church continues to be a major supporter of Covenant House and their work                  

serving the homeless in our community. We supported; 

a. First Annual Asbury Park Sleep Out 

b. Holiday Party 

c. Gift Cards for Christmas 

d. Clothing and personal items throughout the year 

e. Night of Broadway Stars; Steve and Jen Craven attended  

f. And of course Jamie and Chris generously directing donations to Covenant House in honor of 

Annie. 

2. Saint Mark’s Christmas Toys: This was another year of Christ Church outdoing ourselves with 

donations of toys for distribution at Saint Mark’s in Keansburg. We donated over 50 unwrapped toys 

and made dozens of children very happy! 

3. Race Discussions: We held numerous sessions with both Christ Church parishioners and members of 

other religious groups, discussing race and social issues in our communities. These turned out to be 

both enlightening and very fulfilling experiences for all involved. 

 

Some additional Outreach Programs:   

 

Sock and Mitten Tree 

Community Garden – produce donated to Martha’s Cupboard 

Support of College Student Queeni Caay of the Philippines 

Superbowl Sunday Challenge: proceeds donated to the Father Mainer Fund 

Backpacks for a Smooth Start to School (students in the Keansburg area) 

Sponsorship for the Cathedral Day Golf Outing  

Crop Walk, coordinated by Brandon Shin 

Eyeglass Donations 

Weekly collections of food for Martha’s Cupboard 

Cardboard box lids for kitties at the MCSPCA 

 

I am sure there are other ways we have touched the needy in our communities that I am not listing here. There 

are always examples, both known and unknown, of Christ Church parishioners serving those who need our 

help. 

  

Thank you to all and we look forward to doing even more in 2019. 

  

God Bless, 

Jim 

 

Faithfully submitted by Jim O’Connor, Outreach Chair 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                           Gfs: GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

Reverend Lisa Mitchell, Clergy Sponsor 

Dorrie Pedalino, Branch Advisor 

Peace Like a River 

 

GFS is a most versatile and interesting organization: in the course of a year we plan events and programs to 

engage our girls and their mothers in a myriad of different experiences. Some involve our own faith, intellectual 

and emotional development, some involve service to our church, and in others we reach out into the world 

beyond. We also attend and participate in the governing meetings of the GFS NJ organization. All along the 

way we have lots of fun and develop friendships that often last a lifetime. Our Theme this year is “Peace Like a 

River” but as you can see, this kind of peace is a very active one! We pray we make a difference in ourselves, 

our parish, and the world. 

 

Here is a snapshot of the year 2018: 

 

January:  

 Attended the Martin Luther King Day of Service at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Trenton NJ, in which 

we participated in a variety of activities for Veterans, the Homeless and for Seamen’s Institute. 

 Meet the Need Foundation - Friends Feed the Homeless donated 2 dozen blankets & toiletries; packing; 

distribution 01/20, Essex, Monmouth, Middlesex& Ocean Counties 

February: 

 Sewed pillows for Valentine’s Day for Frances Asbury Manor in Ocean Grove and Valentines gifts for 

Brandywine Nursing Home, Shrewsbury. 

 Lesson: “What Makes a Strong Woman?”  Vision board activity with Stacy at her home. 

 GFS Audit Committee Meeting in Hamilton NJ 

 Assisted with the Lenten Pancake Breakfast  

March: 

 GFS Spring Board of Directors Meeting – Grace St. Paul Mercerville (virtual meeting) 

 Helped with the GFS Table at the Diocesan Convention in Cherry Hill NJ 

 GFS Christ Church – Leaders Meeting at the home of Dorrie Pedalino for retreat planning 

 St. Patricks Day Dinner – GFS donated gift auction donations and served dinner 

 We made Palm Crosses for the Parish for Palm Sunday and Easter Bread for our families! 

April: 

 Clean Action Ocean Beach Sweeps- Maple Cove, Red Bank NJ, Red Bank Diner GFS meeting  

following clean-up 

May: 

 Annual Mother Daughter Retreat at Camp Murray, Forked River NJ. Deacon Debi Clarke led the retreat 

focusing on the Book of Ruth. We were joined by several other GFS groups from New Jersey 

 GFS Coffee Hour Host for Pentecost (baking, greeting, serving, and clean-up) 

June: 

 GFS proudly participated in Youth Sunday 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

July – August: 

 GFS Camp Holiday House, Cape May in which we learned how to do Bible Study by studying the Book 

of James. Mother Lisa wrote the Curriculum for the week, she and Stacy Reagan were Group Leaders, 

and Dorrie Pedalino was the Project Linus instructor. Cassie Reagan, Danielle Lauterwasser, and Erin 

Pedalino attended from our chapter. The following Sunday Stacy, Cassie and Mother Lisa did an 

instructive homily on “The Rules of the Road” for the Parish.  

September:  

 Made Baptismal Crosses for use at Christ Church baptisms 

 Visited the GFS Chapter at St. George’s, Rumson for a fun night of Bunko 

 Nature Walk with St. George’s at Sandy Hook 

October: 

 We baked doggie treats for the Blessing of the Animals Service 

 Clean Action Ocean Beach Sweeps- Maple Cove, Red Bank NJ (we do love this event!) 

 Attended the Board of Directors’ Meeting in Clementon, NJ 

November: 

 Collected and donated soap and candy for Holiday Express 

 Spent Black Friday at St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen, Keansburg, stocking the pantry and serving lunch 

We donated 250 food service sets! 

December:  

 Holiday Express: we packed gift bags   

 Christ Church Bazaar: We were Bakers! We helped set up! And a couple of our girls were cast members 

in the Lantern Tour! 

 Assisted with the Blessing of the Stockings 

 Attended a Self Defense Class with St. George’s, Rumson. 

 

 

Faithfully Submitted, Dorrie Pedalino, Branch Advisor and The Reverend Lisa Mitchell+ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GRAVEYARD COMMISSION REPORT 2018 
 

This has been a busy year for the graveyard and next year will be even busier. 

 

THE HISTORIC ROSE MEDITATION GARDEN (HRMG) 

This wonderful feature of the graveyard continues to be tended by Edith’s Angels. The tending involves weekly 

watering for many months of the year, weeding, and adding and replacing plants in the garden. Edith’s Angels 

are named after Edith Georgianna Moore, the one-year old child buried in the HRMG. Edith’s Angels include 

Ellen Preissler, Nancy Stewart, Robin Blair, Sue Berdahl, and Terese Blake. Their faithful service has resulted 

in this garden being the beautiful space it continues to be.  

 

THE SELF-GUIDED TOUR BOOKLET FOR THE GRAVEYARD 

For some years we have had a self-guided tour brochure for visitors wishing to view the inside of our historic 

church. Now we are pleased to have a similar guide for the graveyard. This beautifully designed and 

informative brochure guides the visitor to many of the interesting graves and gravemarkers in our remarkable 

cemetery. The brochure contains information about some of the notable personages interred in the graveyard 

and images of some of the artistry exhibited on a number of interesting gravemarkers. These are all located on a 

map of the graveyard. 

 

This brochure was created by five students in a graduate class in Public Archaeology taught by Dr. Richard Veit 

at Monmouth University. The students used information from our graveyard records including the Genealogy of 

the Graveyard, the scripts for the Costumed Graveyard portrayals, and the survey map of the graveyard. They 

then selected the specific personages and gravemarker artistry and synthesized these into this beautiful booklet. 

Free copies of the booklet are in the church narthex. 

 

OCTOBER IS GRAVEYARD MONTH AT CHRIST CHURCH 

The first event in Christ Church’s “October is Graveyard Month” was held on Saturday October 6th. This event 

was a guided tour of the graveyard based on the recently created Graveyard Self-Guided Tour Brochure. The 

tour guide was Ryan Radice, a student at Monmouth University, and a co-creator of the brochure. Ryan is also a 

tour guide at Ellis Island. There were about 25 tourists and feedback was very positive. Ryan made stops at 

many of the gravestones identified in the brochure. 

 

GRAVESTONE CLEANING AND RUBBING 

On October 13th the second of three events that are part of October Graveyard Month was held. Lorraine 

Schnabel, the Graveyard Conservator, led the gravestone cleaning workshop and Kim Roberts-Honecker did the 

same for the gravestone rubbing. While rain early in the event held down attendance a total of 15 stones were 

cleaned and three had rubbings. Those participating were MiMi and Gordon Brown, Edgar John, Walter Dein, 

Jennifer Shamrock, Kristen Kormann, Reverend Lisa Mitchell, Jennifer Lovekin, Emily Blaser, and Bob Kelly. 

There were some learnings in the cleaning aspect as the red lichen was very resistant to removal. The rubbings 

went well despite the early rain. MiMi and Gordon were pleased to be able to clean the gravestone of their good 

friend Andree Lucantoni whose marker is in the Sycamore Garden. 

 

The final event this year was to be a Halloween Visit to the Christ Church Graveyard and is called Holy 

Halloween Batman. This activity is oriented to children in their Halloween costumes with candy and costumed 

graveyard actors. There was also to be face painting and Halloween decorating for kids of all ages. 

Unfortunately, the nor’easter on October 27
th

 forced the cancellation of this event. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THE SMITH-CONDON BOXWOOD HEDGE 

Graveyard visitors during the past year have seen a beautifully landscaped L-shaped boxwood hedge separating 

the graveyard from the parking lot on the southeast section of the graveyard. More recently this hedge was 

significantly extended eastward to again provide an expanded separation of the parking area and the historic 

graveyard.  
 

This beautiful boxwood hedge is the gift of Maggie Condon, a generous benefactor of our historic graveyard. 

Maggie’s parents, Eddie Condon and Phyllis Smith, were interred here a few years ago near where the original 

boxwood hedge segment was installed. Eddie Condon was a celebrated jazz musician in the mid-20
th

 century. 

He played the guitar and owned a jazz club in Greenwich Village. Phyllis’s relative, Samuel Stelle Smith and 

his wife Agnes Newhouse, are buried next to them in the family grave plot.  
 

The Smith name is also famous. Samuel Stelle Smith is the highly regarded Revolutionary War Historian with 

books published about the Battles of Monmouth and Trenton among others. Furthermore, Samuel Stelle Smith 

is a distant descendant of the Stelle family whose gravemarkers are the earliest interments in the graveyard with 

the earliest dating to 1719. 
 

On October 15th the Christ Church Vestry resolved to officially name the hedge the Smith-Condon Boxwood 

Hedge as a major feature of the graveyard. 

 

THE READING OF THE NAMES 

The parish held its annual Churchyard Memorial Service, including the Reading of the Names. The names of all 

veterans interred in the graveyard were read on Sunday, May 21st after the 10 a.m. service.  These veterans 

span the eras from the French and Indian War to Vietnam. Due to inclement weather, for the first time in 

memory the event was held inside the church instead of in the graveyard.  The veterans’ names were read by 

Judi and Stuart Buncher in costumes made by Judi. 

 

GENEALOGY RESEARCH AND SUPPORT 

Each year we assist family genealogists in research of their ancestors whom they believe have a connection to 

Christ Church. These could require looking into our Parish Register but also tie to the graveyard. One inquiry 

this year stood out. This was from a Family genealogist in Maryland exploring the Poole family. Due to our 

multiple sets of good graveyard records, we were able to help her find the grave plots. We also shared the 

graveyard marker images, as well as some genealogical information we possessed due to the efforts of our 

Graveyard Genealogist, Trevor Kirkpatrick. There were two remarkable aspects of this interchange. One was 

that the communications all occurred using old school surface mail. The other was that this genealogist made 

multiple generous donations to the church prior to receiving the historical information! 
 

The other notable event was the receipt of two donations for the graveyard from Peter Burnett and family. The 

Burnetts were members of Christ Church about 50 years ago. We were able to locate a family portrait in the 

1969 pictorial Parish Directory that was produced on the occasion of the 200
th

 anniversary of the church 

building. Again, we were able to send them information about the graveyard today along with photos of their 

family gravemarkers. The graveyard keeps us connected to the past in many ways. 
 

Sixteen gravestones were restored under the Gravestone Restoration Grant and more can be found about that 

important activity in the Grants section of this Annual Report. 
 

2019 is the 300th anniversary of the graveyard and so many events are planned for next year. See the article in 

this report about those activities. 

 

Faithfully submitted by Robert M. Kelly, Jr., Parish historian, Cemetery commission 



 

 

 

 

2018 Christ Church Cemetery Fund Financial Summary  
 

12/31/17 Balance      $9,508.08 

 

Deposits 

Sickles Fund      $7,840.00 

Veterans Day Remembrances   $   155.00 

Grave Maintenance    $   150.00 

Burial Plots Payments    $11,300.00 

Interest on Account    $       5.78 

 

Total Deposits:      $19,450.36 

  

Checks and Debits        

Lawn Care (mowing & clean up)   $4,900,00   

Snow Removal    $4,070.00 

Self-Guided Tour Brochures   $90.00 

Opening/Closing of Grave   $50.00 

 

Total Debits:       $9,110.00 

 

12/31/18  Balance     $19,848.86 

 

 

Faithfully Submitted, 

Mother Lisa Mitchell, Rector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HISTORY REPORT 2018 
Each year we are active in increasing our knowledge of our history and sharing it with the broader community. 

2018 was no different. We had regular annual events but also a number of special events. Here are the 

highlights: 

 

 

WEEKEND IN OLDE MONMOUTH 

The Weekend in Old Monmouth is a County sponsored event in which historic sites remain open all weekend to 

encourage visitors. Christ Church has participated since the program’s inception. During this year’s event, 

visitors were delighted by the Church’s current vitality and its 

care for those who went before us. The 12 parishioners who served as docents on May 

5 and 6 counted at least 75 visitors to the church, with more wandering our churchyard. As in past years, 

visitors inside the church could peruse our historical records, documenting the church’s rich history along with 

centuries-old artifacts, such as the orb that graced the pinnacle of our church steeple that bore the brunt of 

Patriots’ musket balls during the Revolutionary War. 

Thanks to our docents for donating parts of their weekends to serve: Jamie Green, Jim O’Connor, Robert 

Maber, Peggy James, Walter Dein, Connie Goddard, Barbara Carroll, Nancy Stewart, Bob Stewart, Elaine 

Feyereisen, Colleen Roth and Mark Roth. 

 

  
 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY SERVICE 

During our July 1st service we recognized our heritage through two related activities. One was the introduction 

of the new Graveyard Self-Guided Tour brochure to the congregants by Parish Historian Robert Kelly. Bob 

described the genesis of the booklet and surveyed its contents. This brochure is described in more detail in the 

Graveyard Report. 

 

In addition, one of the notable figures highlighted in the brochure was brought to life by Dead Actors’ Guild 

member, Cassie Reagan. Cassie told the story of the Finch family by portraying the Finch daughter, Mary.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JULY 4
th

 CELEBRATION 

Christ Church partnered with the Allen House and the Shrewsbury Historical Society in commemorating 

Independence Day. Mother Lisa delivered the Invocation at the Allen House prior to the community reading of 

the Declaration of Independence. Afterwards Judi and Stuart Buncher in Revolutionary era costumes led 

visitors across the street to Christ Church. Here we had the church open for visitors as well as conducting a 

graveyard tour. This latter was a guided tour but based upon the recently created Graveyard Self-Guided Tour. 

The tour guide was Ryan Radice, who was one of the five Monmouth University History students who 

fashioned the brochure. In addition, Stuart Buncher demonstrated a genuine Battle of Monmouth musket that is 

in the collection of the Shrewsbury Historical Society. He told the story of the Revolutionary soldier who 

carried the weapon as well as describing its parts and operation.  

              
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ANGLICAN SLAVERY IN NEW JERSEY 

The searchability of our Parish Register in the colonial era has provided a hyper-local glimpse into 

slaveholdings among parishioners of this then-Anglican Church. The subsequent analysis of these records led to 

six separate articles derived from this data-based discovery. One article analyzed the data, two articles 

illuminated the lives of two of the slave-holding families revealed by the data, and three studied the views on 

slavery by clergy at the church, perspectives of the Anglican leadership in Great Britain, and a comparison with 

Quaker views at that time. These articles appeared in the Crown History column in the May through October 

issues. These can be found on our web site. The authors were Parish Historian, Robert Kelly and Local 

Historian, Rick Geffken. 

 

 

SHREWSBURY BORO SCHOOL TOUR 

In June we continued the tradition of welcoming the fourth grade classes from Shrewsbury Boro School. They 

also learned a lot about the history of this place – and surprised the Rector who guided the tour by already 

knowing quite a bit about us, as they had been studying the Four Corners in school. They also had the good 

fortune of meeting Mrs. Florence Hazard (portrayed by Deacon Magdalena Aders) who charmed them with her 

knowledge of the area and her quick wit. 

 

 

FUNDRAISING GIFT BASKETS 

This spring we donated two beautifully crafted gift baskets (a big thank you to Judi Buncher) for the SBS 

Education Fundraiser and for the Monmouth County Historical Association Fundraiser. The centerpiece of each 

basket was a tour of our clock tower. So very soon, the lucky winners will have the opportunity to learn all 

kinds of things about being Anglican in Monmouth County. 

 

 

SCOUT VISITS 

We take every opportunity we can to open our doors to the wider community. This spring we hosted Boy Scout 

Troops and Cub Scout Packs on two different occasions. One evening belonged to Scouts in the Lincroft area, 

the other from Tinton Falls. The boys and their families love visiting Christ Church to learn about this 

wonderful historic place, meet a real rootin’ tootin’ cowboy, Mr. Benjamin Lippincott (portrayed by Mr. Bob 

Honecker) and as a part of advancing in their Duty to God, discussing the place of churches in American 

community life. Sometimes these troops come here because they have family here (as with the Dunford family) 

and often they have “heard about us” and that we always welcome these special visitors.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

THE STAINED-GLASS HISTORICAL VIGNETTE 

We have recently completed a second Historical Vignette, this time focusing on our beautiful stained-glass 

windows. Recall that a Historical Vignette is a multimedia creation that examines a specific aspect of our 

church and church history. Last year we published our first Historical Vignette about the Vinegar Bible.  This 

effort was the combined work of Robert Maber, Robert M. Kelly, Jr., Emily Blaser our intern from Monmouth 

University, and Megan Allas, our IT consultant. The link to the HV, which is on YouTube, is as follows: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJhMuQaUK90 

This link is also on our web site in the History Section. We would like to hear your feedback. 

 

THE 2018 LANTERN TOUR 

Once again, the Dead Actors Guild turned in superb performances in Christ Church’s segment of the Lantern 

Tour.  Here is the cast: 

George Tallman portrayed by Gordon Brown 

Theodosia Finch portrayed by Patrice Thornton 

Sarah Hartshorne portrayed by Priscilla Gettis, Cassie Reagan, and Sofia Hanhan 

Reverend Harry Finch portrayed by Robert M. Kelly, Jr. and Robert Maber 

Special thanks to Judi Buncher for the exquisite costumes and her willingness to make one for any and all. 

Congratulations to Sofia on her first Dead Actors Guild role. Thanks to Cassie for her guiding and mentoring of 

Sofia. Special thanks to Gordon and Patrice for being real troupers in tackling both the 6 and 8 pm tours. 

 

            
                                                                       Sofia                                                         Cassie 

 
The Early Shift Cast 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJhMuQaUK90


 

 

 

 

VINEGAR BIBLE UPDATE 

As you may be aware, after our celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Vinegar Bible’s printing, there has 

been continued research into Vinegar Bibles worldwide. This effort is being conducted within a newly formed 

group of Vinegar Bible owners. The group, called the Vinegar Bible Interest Group, or VBIG, is being led by 

Parish Historian Robert Kelly and Peter Matthews a member of St John’s Anglican Church in Lunenburg Nova 

Scotia. Slow but steady progress is being made in identifying additional Vinegar Bibles. This is time consuming 

work but is wonderful when additional Bibles are found. There are such Bibles being found but it is a work in 

progress. However, one additional Vinegar Bible has been located in the USA with strong ties to Christ Church. 

 

This Bible was located by Joe Hammond in a Parisian bookshop. Joe is currently the Director of Collections at 

the Monmouth County Historical Association but was very active at Christ Church twenty years ago. Joe was 

the author of the application to place Christ Church on the National and Date Registers of Historic Places. He 

also was instrumental in the major re-stabilization project in 1997. Joe purchased the Bible and later sold it to 

Glenn May who was also associated with the MCHA but also has been involved in the Lantern Tour, our choir, 

and a substitute organist, the latter as recently as December. 

 

The Bible resides at Glenn’s home in New York State. Here is one view of the Bible. 
 

 
 

It is truly remarkable that this newest find should be so close to Christ Church in several ways. 

 

Faithfully submitted by Robert Kelly, Parish Historian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GRANTS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 

SANDY DISASTER RELIEF GRANTS 

These grants totaled $358,400 and provided major infrastructure and resiliency improvements to the Church 

Building, Graveyard, and Rectory. The funds came from the US Department of the Interior and the grants were 

managed by the New Jersey Historic Trust. No matching funds from the parish were required. 

All work related to the grants was performed prior to 2018. However, the final reimbursements to the church 

were completed in early 2018. We spent all the grant money plus about $4400 more on the church that was 

taken from the Manson Fund. Glenn Ceponis was the program manager at the NJHT and was helpful 

throughout in navigating the grant process. Information about the details of the SDRG work can be found in 

Past Annual Reports on the parish web site. 

 

RECTORY CHIMNEY REPAIR GRANT 

This grant from the Monmouth County Historic Commission was in the amount of $5200. This was a 1:1 grant 

and thus the church paid $5200 as well. The work resulted in a complete rebuilding of the two Rectory 

chimneys on the east side of the structure. The craftsman was Jay Kennedy, mason. Thanks to John Fabiano 

Executive Director of the Monmouth County Historical Commission for his help on this project. 

 

GRAVESTONE RESTORATION GRANT 

The GRG is a grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust awarded to Christ Church in January 2018. The grant 

monies are $117,213. However, the grant is a 3:2 matching grant in which the parish thus must contribute 40%. 

Due to the complexities of matching grant calculations the parish will be contributing about $37,500 that will 

come from our Cemetery Fund. The work funded by this grant includes restoration of an estimated 75 

gravemarkers, a gravestone cleaning workshop, and the creation of electronic Self-Guided Tours of the 

graveyard. In 2018 sixteen gravemarkers were restored by Jablonski Building Conservators following 

restoration specifications developed by Lorraine Schnabel LLC. Here are before and after photos of two 

restored gravestones. 

 

            
          GRAVEMARKER OF LYDIA ASSUR                       GRAVEMARKER OF GEORGE DEHAERT GILLESPIE 

 

The Gravestone Cleaning Workshop was conducted on October 13th by Lorraine Schnabel. Lorraine described 

the different compositions of gravemarkers and showed participants how to clean stones with an emphasis on 

granite markers. 



 

 

 

 

                       
           BEFORE AND AFTER CLEANING 

 

Definitional work on the electronic Self-Guided Tour instruments began in 2018. Three principal vehicles are 

being planned: a web-based version, a mobile app version and a video instance. These are all based upon the 

SGT brochure created in 2018 (see the Graveyard Report elsewhere in this annual report.) The SGT work is 

being performed under the direction of Dr. Richard Veit of Monmouth University.  

 

Sadly in 2018 the NJ Supreme Court ruled that religious institutions that own historic sites could no longer 

apply for grants using New Jersey tax monies. This ruling is based upon a reading of the NJ State Constitution 

prohibiting tax monies from funding religions. Unless something changes, we will not be receiving these kinds 

of grants in the future. The good news is that we have been the beneficiary of almost $1M in grants since 1997 

that have allowed us to restore our historic sites in significant ways and presently have these properties in good 

shape. 

 

 

THE CHURCH CEILING 
The church ceiling is made of pressed metal and was installed in 1905 replacing the original plaster ceiling that 

was falling. In the years since, it has been painted numerous times. The paint on the church ceiling has been 

peeling for some time and in all areas of the ceiling.  In order to address this issue properly it was important to 

understand the root cause of the problem in order to determine the correct approach to remediation. Jablonski 

Building Conservators (JBC) was engaged to perform this analysis. The results of their work showed many 

layers of paint and that the paint failure to be directly related to differences in thermal expansion and 

contraction between the pressed metal, the oil-based paints and the latex paints. With this analysis it is expected 

that the painted finishes will continue to fail. The JBC recommendation is to completely remove the existing 

paint and repaint. To proceed we have engaged JBC as a consultant as we pursue their recommendation. A 

Request for Quote was issued in early December to 5 firms qualified and experienced in this work. We will be 

evaluating their responses and would like to try to complete the work before Easter 2019. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Robert M. Kelly Jr., Project Manager 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Christ Church Shrewsbury Parish House Handicapped Ramp Project  
 

The parish house of Christ Church is utilized daily for activities of the parish as well as community at large 

events.  The office of the church, all bathrooms, the library, choir room, Sunday school rooms and kitchen as 

well as the large community room are located in the parish house.  These rooms are used on a daily basis by 

members of the parish.  Additionally, community groups use the spaces on a weekly basis for groups such as 

AA, wedding planning, Christian education, history events and many types of meetings. 
 

One of the barriers to access of the parish house is that there are steps leading to every entrance of the building, 

which is surrounded by the graveyard on two sides and the driveway on the third side.  For many years 

parishioners and the public have experienced difficulties entering the building when they have special needs.   

In August of 2017, one parishioner and Christ Church Angel – Sarah Schmid - donated a sizeable financial start 

to the long needed ramp project.  After that, two grants were written by Elaine Feyereisen to secure additional 

funds through the Commission on Ministry with the Disabled and the Diocese of New Jersey.  The women of 

Christ Church also donated additional funding through the Episcopal Church Women organization.   
 

Unencumbered money from the Memorial Fund and the Capital Project account was utilized to make the project 

dream a reality.  With funding secured, the project could begin. Various companies were researched and 

provided their proposals for the ramp project.  AmRamp met the needs and was selected for the job.  The entire 

Vestry met with the company owner to review the specifications and to answer questions.  The Vestry gave 

their approval of the selection of the company. 
 

The next step of the project included a meeting with the Shrewsbury Borough Planning Board.  This board 

required knowledge of many details of the project, drawings of the site for the ramp and submission of plans 

from the company.  Peggy James and Elaine Feyereisen met with the Board and presented the project, 

answering questions.  The project was approved, therefore a permit was applied for and secured and 

construction could get underway. 

The ramp is a modular steel ADA compliant, barrier free ramp with handrails 48 in. on the side.  The ramp 

design is based upon a 34 in. vertical rise and would need an approximately 6 ft. deep x 5 ft wide level landing, 

and an additional 5 ft intermediate rest platform.  The ramp surface features Amramp’s exclusive open mesh 

surface which allows moisture to pass through and offers a gripping pattern surface.  The ramp side rails are 42 

in. high and include vertical guard rail pickets for the entire length of the ramp.  A rubber transition ramp for the 

front door was also provided.  All aspects of the project are ADA compliant and passed final building code 

inspection. 
 

Special thanks go to Marty Ryser who installed brick walkway on one end of the ramp area.  His company 

saved the church a significant cost.   
 

The handicapped ramp could only be installed on the street side of the building, therefore the aesthetics of the 

project were also considered.  Small, slow growing boxwood bushes were planted alongside the ramp with 

planter bushes on one end of the ramp.  The area under the ramp area was lined with weed barrier fabric, 

secured by staples and covered with landscape.  Water can therefore flow through the fabric, and the rain gutters 

were not blocked. Thanks are given for the work of Lucas Santamaria who did the landscaping work and spread 

the decorative stone. 
 

Dedication of the ramp was on November 18, 2018.  It is utilized frequently by parishioners and members of the 

community, providing safe handicapped access to the Parish House at Christ Church. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Elaine Feyereisen, Handicapped Ramp Project Manager 



 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR and LANTERN TOUR ANNUAL REPORT 
 

After months of planning and fine tuning, what an exhilarating time our Christmas Bazaar and Historic Four 

Corners Lantern Tour was!  Here are some of the highlights. 

 

•Our Ad Journal looked professional and spectacular thanks to a small team, who created a big-time production 

of which we can be proud!  Certainly, our advertisers, both personal and business, took note and were duly 

impressed with their ads. 

•The Historic Lantern Tour continued to “Wow” the history buffs who came from far and wide to learn the 

significant history of our Four Corners!  Did you see our costumed performers?  Incredible and historically 

accurate!  If you missed it this year, you have just got to put it on your calendar for 2019 . . . our 250
th

 

Anniversary year of the church building! 

•Ye Olde Bake Shoppe was highly popular with our guests and all of our Bazaar and Lantern Tour staff 

members.  Exquisite work bakers!!  We had a large “cast” of culinary talent who donated their time and talents 

to this attraction. 

•The Calendar Cash Out Game picked up numerous donations and is still going strong.  If you want to pick a 

date (for just $5!), stop by during Coffee Hour and grab some of the left-over days.  Hey!  ANY date could be a 

winner!  We will find out who when the winning date is drawn on January 20
th

.  By the way: You do not have 

to be present to win. 

•Reproduced from drawings created by Cathy Rickerby, a parishioner during the late 1970s and early 1980s, 

the Christ Church Christmas Cards were a beautiful addition to the Bazaar.  Many parishioners have taken 

advantage of the availability of these for personal use (one adorns the cover of this annual report). 

•This year we had 87 Gift Baskets which were: separated, pieced together, described/tagged, assembled, and 

wrapped to look like they were professionally done.  These were very profitable, and, the basket winners were 

impressed and happy! 

•Ye Olde Shrewsbury Kitchen kept everyone energized and ready to give the Bazaar a second or even third 

look.  Great food always adds to a great experience. 

•Trinkets and Treasures, and, Ye Olde Curiosity Shoppe were running at full steam throughout supplemented 

by three vendors whose fine efforts contributed to the sales receipts.  Knitting Pearls sold some very unique 

mugs and displayed their beautiful afghan and other offerings.  The Afghan Raffle continues until January 20
th

.  

•Decorating was assisted by on-the-spot volunteers and two local high school National Honor Society students.  

Fabulous and impressive work!  It put everyone in a festive, holiday mood.  The decorations were up through 

January 6
th

. 

•Communications, Publicity, Community Liaison, Printed Media, Social Media, Fire Station Marquee, Flyer 

Design and Printing, all helped to make the general public aware of our event. 

•Our Counters kept tabs on all transactions for both the Bazaar and Lantern Tour.  After all, these were fund 

raisers benefitting our Church. 

•Lantern Tour ticket sales, 50/50 sales and Door Prize drawings were incredibly busy throughout the entire 

Bazaar. 

•We had some General Helpers who were able to fill in and keep things going as well as take on assignments 

that were more structured. 

•Greeters and Information, two Set Up sessions, a Take Down session, and, a Clean Up session. 

 

While you were reading this, your mind is probably pondering something like, “What a monumental 

undertaking that was!”  And, you would be right!  So many months, hours, individual and team efforts, 

numerous volunteers of all descriptions went into this one crazy weekend.  But, everyone who participated did 

it with singular focus, to raise money for our beloved and historic Church.  Selfless people stepped forward to 

make it all happen.  No doubt, you have heard of that fairly recently coined expression, “it takes a village” and 



 

 

 

 

understand its meaning.  With so many people to thank and adequately express our gratitude, it would take a 

volume of names . . . and, we would still run the risk of missing someone.  So, Colleen and I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank each and every person who stepped up and said (in their heart . . . where it counts) “I 

am going to make a difference”.  You did!  You ALL made a tremendous difference that will be remembered in 

Christ Church History as Christmas Bazaar & Lantern Tour 2018!  Thank you.  From the bottom of our hearts, 

thank you all!  We wish to thank ALL of the chairpersons and those who helped them in any way with this  

endeavor.)  As of this writing, we do not know the status of the financials, but, we sincerely hope that you 

enjoyed this year’s events. 

 

Faithfully submitted by Mark and Colleen Roth 

 

 

 

Lantern Tour 2018 
 

The 25
th

 year of the Four Corners Lantern Tour was held on December 7, 2018.  The four organizations of the 

Quaker Meeting House, Presbyterian Church, Allen House Museum along with Christ Church each prepared 

historical presentations.   

 

In late October, contact was made with each organization to confirm the date and to provide them with guidance 

regarding ticket sales, lantern guides and advertising requests.  They were provided with a flyer to use for 

advertising.   

 

The first week of November a letter was written to the Shrewsbury Police Department, requesting officers to 

direct traffic and to cross participants across Highway 35.  Follow-up with the police department occurred by 

the third week of November.  The week prior to the event they called the office and confirmed the police 

presence. 

 

By the third week of November an ad was placed in the Asbury Park Press under the DATEBOOK section.  

The $100 cost was donated.  In asking ticket buyers where they received information, many indicate each year 

that the ad is key.  The last week of November the sign is hung on the fence in front of the church.  Contact with 

the other organizations is made to request a stepped up advertising effort.  Each organization was asked to 

provide electronic advertising and announcements.  Social networking sites were provided the flyer to post.  

Ticket sales this year were low, with approximately 100 tickets sold for the evening.  However, a highly 

positive response was received regarding the tour itself.   

 

After the expense of the police officers, the collected profits netted each of the organizations approximately 

$500. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Elaine Feyereisen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 PARISH LIFE REPORT 2018 
 

Parish Life continued its stewardship of the Episcopal Church’s eighth sacrament at Christ Church in 2018, 

running the fellowship-building and appetite-quenching weekly coffee hour after the 10:00 am service 

throughout the year.  
 

Among those who gave of their time and culinary talents to retain coffee hour’s central role among parishioners 

in 2017 were:  Steve and Jen Craven, Walter Dein (and friends) Girls Friendly Society, Connie Goddard, Jamie 

Green, Peggy James, Marie Maber, Ann and Jim and Carolyn Miller, Jim O’Connor, Dorrie Pedalino, Cassie 

and Stacy Reagan, Dianne Regiec, Meg and Laura Riley, Nancy and Bob Stewart, Cindy and Rod Webster, Sue 

Napoletano and pals, Jeff Veil and special thanks to our newcomer hosts: Stephanie Hanhan and family and 

Halina and Larry Nibbling. 
 

Our Iced Tea on the Lawn post-9:00am service fare was provided this summer by the following Church and 

Vestry members: Steve Craven and family, the Hanhan Family, Peggy James, Edgar John, Jamie Green, Bob 

Kelly, Joanne Montgomery, Sue Napoletano, Jim O’Connor, Kathy Redinger, Dianne Regiec. 

Special thanks to Walter Dein who provides refreshments after every Saturday Mass on the Grass. 
 

Parish Life ran the kitchen again this year for the church’s annual Christmas Bazaar. Our experience with Parish 

Life’s 2017 Chili Cook-Off competition helped to form our menu for the Bazaar: Cook-Off winner Phyllis 

Edwards’ double batch of chili was an early sellout during the bazaar, joined by Mother Lisa’s vegan chili and 

Jamie Green’s turkey chili. 
 

Our Bazaar kitchen compadres included: Jim O’Connor, Lauren Berkmire, Nancy Stewart, Sue Napoletano, and 

Chris Psolka in addition to chief coordinator and bottle washer Jamie Green. 
 

On January 28, the 2018 Annual meeting featured a covered dish meal provided by parishioners Sandra 

DeMurley, Rachelle Mikita, Ann Miller, Carolyn Petrie, Chris Psolka, Collen and Mark Roth, and Sarah 

Schmid, along with offerings by Vestry members Steve Craven, Walter Dein, Elaine Feyereisen, Jamie Green, 

Sue Napoletano and Dianne Regiec. 
 

Taking center stage for Sept. 30’s coffee hour was a sheet cake featuring a lovely photo of Ann and Jim Miller 

who were honored at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton on the previous day for their service and leadership at Christ 

Church.   

 

 
 

A similar photo cake highlighted April 8’s coffee hour for the Church’s special Communion celebration. 

 

As always, any erroars or omisions are the sole responsibility of the author of this report, Jamie Green who 

regrets both. 

 

Faithfully submitted by Jamie Green, Parish Life 



 

 

 

 

GREETER AND USHER REPORT 2018 
 

The Greeters and the Ushers are the first people a guest or parishioner will meet upon entering the church. They 

arrive early so they have the opportunity to meet everyone in attendance.   They make visitors feel welcome, 

answer their questions, direct them to the rest rooms, the nursery, coffee hour and to introduce them to Mother 

Lisa.  The ushers make sure the assigned lectors are present and if not, they need to find substitutes. They often 

also act as tour guides! After the service, the ushers straighten up the kneelers and the pews, so the church is 

ready for the next service! They work like a well-oiled machine! 

 

Our 2018 ushers included Judi Buncher, Walter Dein, Peggy James, Susan Coene-Perl, Carl Alfano, George 

Edwards, Elaine Feyereisen, Bramley Maber, Rod Webster and Jim O’Connor. 

 

Our 2018 greeters included George Edwards, Elaine Feyereisen, Bob and Kim Honecker, Jim O’Connor and 

this year we welcomed newcomers Halina and Larry Nibbling.  

 

We are always looking for ushers and greeter for both services. Please consider volunteering! If you are 

interested in serving or have questions, please see Mother Lisa or myself.  

 

Respectively submitted by Peggy James, Greeter and Usher Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING COMMITTEE REPORT 2018 

 
In 2018 we hosted two weddings and one baptism rental of the church and parish hall. Our gross income in 

2018 was $1,350.00 with total expenses at $75.00. Our net profit was $1275.00. 

 

We would welcome any parishioners to help us.  Our tasks include showing the church to interested couples, 

helping to coordinate wedding details, directing parking on wedding days, bell ringing and help with 

advertising. I am sincerely grateful to all the devoted committee members and helpers: Tara Dunford, Peggy 

James, Elaine Feyereisen, Meg Bernhardt, Walter Dein, Jeff Veil, Kim Honecker, Kate Apostolacus, Chris 

Brondi, Paul Murgio, Mother Lisa, Casey and the Altar Guild. 

 
Respectively submitted by Noel Murgio, Wedding Committee Chairperson. 

 

 

GROSS RECEIPTS:  $          1,350.00      TOTAL EXPENSES:  $                      75.00  

      

    
NET PROFIT:  $                 1,275.00  

 
Note:  This income is reflected in “Contributions” line of budget 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

KNITTING PEARLS 2018 
 

2018 was another busy year for the Knitting Pearls as we continue to make many knitted items. This year our 

major project was the Sampler Afghan similar to one we made a few years ago.  We find this to be a fun project 

for us because we experiment with different stitches; it`s always fun to learn something new.  We asked other 

people to contribute their time and talent toward the project even though they are not able to be at our regular 

meetings. This included Judi Buncher, Ann Miller, Diane Skelly, Noel Murgio, and others.  All of that is the 

easy part, without Pam Aschettino doing a beautiful and difficult job of putting the afghan together it would not 

have happened. We say a special thanks to her for sharing her time and talent. 
 

Thanks also to Lorraine Cameron Strohmenger for making several lovely baby blankets with a cross crocheted 

in them. This made a special gift for our newly baptized babies. 
 

Our regular group has been together for a number of years. We will continue to work on various service projects 

as they present themselves and sometimes we even make something for ourselves. 
 

Faithful members are Sarah Schmid, Sue Sellers, Pam Aschettino, and Bridget Sokolow.  As always we 

welcome everyone to join us, come regularly or occasionally basis on Wednesday nights at my home in 

Seabrook Village.  If you don`t know how to knit or need instruction we will gladly teach you.   Come join our 

happy throng. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Perky Cameron 

 

MARTHA’S CUPBOARD 2018 
 

Martha’s Cupboard is a part of the Christ Church Outreach Program. The program benefits the tenants at the 

Washington Manor Senior Building in Long Branch, NJ.  Christ Church partners with Fulfill of Monmouth 

County.  Through Fulfill we receive a monthly food distribution which is supplemented by food and cash 

donations by the parishioners of Christ Church.  Martha’s Cupboard has been a staple outreach program for 

Christ Church for over 10 years.  In that time, we have forged long standing bonds and friendships with the 

tenants at the Washington Manor.   We do a monthly distribution on site but we are also available on a weekly 

basis to offer access to food and programs that benefit the Washington Manor Community.  Some of the 

programs we have offered have been medical related blood pressure screening, musical programs and game 

days.  Washington Manor is a closed Community of Senior Citizens and Disabled People.  We are always 

looking for ways to incorporate volunteerism between Washington Manor and Christ Church.   
 

Special Thanks to everyone who donates generously to the cupboard on a weekly basis and to anyone whom I 

may have missed listing above. With the help and support of our congregation we are fulfilling an important 

and necessary outreach.   
 

Respectfully submitted by Dianne Regiec, Director Martha’s Cupboard, Vestry Member  

 

 

SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

This year Christ Church joined the community garden here in Shrewsbury. Kim Roberts-Honecker helped to 

organize volunteers and planting.  We had the help of Connie Goddard and Claire Driscoll Shin. We were able 

to donate several large bushels of Tomatoes, Cucumbers and Squash to Martha’s Cupboard.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THE CHRIST CHURCH WEB SITE 
 

The Christ Church web site at christchurchshrewsbury.org serves multiple communications objectives. The 

intended audience is both parishioners and the broader community. There exist good mechanisms for 

communicating with our parishioners especially for near-term activities. However, the web site provides 

parishioners a comprehensive view, available all the time, as to what we are about as a total parish. This same 

view is there for the outside community who might wish to know because they are looking to join a church or 

are interested in some specific aspect of the parish, like its History, the Graveyard, or the Christian Formation 

programs. 

 

The web site is rich in material which is good but can be daunting for visitor. To help with this there are 

multiple navigational aids in the form of tabs and buttons to access specific information. In fact, we have a 

prominent button that describes the navigational aids. This is shown in the following depiction of a portion of 

the web site Home Page. 

 

 
 

One important navigation aspect of the web site is the Events button also shown in this screen shot. Selecting 

the Events button brings the visitor to all the Upcoming, Ongoing, and Past Special Events at the parish 

spanning an entire year. Here is a portion of those Events. Note also that the web site visitor can access our 

Instagram and Facebook pages. 

 

The web site is managed by three people. Bob Kelly manages the content, MiMi Brown makes most of the 

actual changes and Megan Allas makes any structural changes. 

 
If parishioners wish to tell friends and family about the church they attend, there is no better way than telling 

them directly.  However, this can be expanded by having them visit our web site and see the many activities that 

happen here. They may wish to be part of this rich spiritual and community life by joining the parish or, if that 

is not practical, following us via the web site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CHURCH NOTE CARDS 
 

This year we created packets of note cards that depict some aspect of the church. The packets have a varying 

number of cards with envelopes. These packets also include a brief description of the subject matter of the note 

cards. Here is what has been created to date.  Examples of cards can be found in detail on our website. 

 

THE VINEGAR BIBLE CARDS 

The Vinegar Bible notecard packet contains 5 different note cards depicting some aspect of this historic Bible 

that celebrated its 300
th

 anniversary in 2017. All images are high resolution photographs.  

 

THE GRAVEYARD CARDS 

The Graveyard packet includes photos of the graveyard in each of the four seasons plus two additional special 

graveyard features for a total of 6 cards.  

 

RICKERBY CARDS 

The Rickerby Cards are so named because they were drawn in pen and ink by then parishioner Cathy Rickerby. 

Their original purpose was for Christmas cards for Reverend Edward Story, our Rector in the 1970s. Cathy 

created these for about each of eight years. We have taken 5 of these and have turned them into Christmas cards 

for those who want them. There are ten cards with the same image in each packet and the same cards are 

available for individual purchase as well. These were initially sold at this year’s Holiday Bazaar.  
 

 

In 2019 we are planning two more sets of cards. One will be for the Heritage Rose Meditation Garden and 

another will be historic images of the church motivated by the building’s 250
th

 anniversary.  In addition, a set of 

non-Christmas note cards will be available for the Rickerby cards. 

 

If you have interest in these cards, please contact Bob Kelly for the Vinegar Bible and Graveyard cards and Jim 

Miller for the Rickerby cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2018 LAY MINISTRIES REPORT 

 

 
Acolytes 

Kate Apostolacus, Andrew Brown, Judi Buncher, Matthew Dunford, Priscilla Gettis, Sofia Hanhan,  

Nicholas Hanhan, Edgar John,  Georgette King, Erin Pedalino, Cassie Reagan, Stacey Reagan, P.J. Reyes,  

Brandon Shin, Erin States, Natalia Tevar, Matthew White 

 
Altar Guild 

Pamela Aschettino, Judi Buncher, Pam Diamond, Phyllis Edwards, Edgar John,  

Ann Miller, Halina Nibbling, Barbara Raspanti, Rachelle Spencer Mikita, and Cindy Webster 

 
Chalice Bearers 

Pam Aschettino, Andrew Brown, Judi Buncher, Walter Burrell, Perky Cameron, Elaine Feyereisen,  

Priscilla Gettis, Halina Nibbling, Edgar John, Georgette King, Stacey Reagan, Rod Webster  

 
Clock Winders 

Walter Dein, George Edwards, alternate: Walter Burrell  

 

Counters 

Pam Aschettino, Elaine Feyereisen, Peggy James, Kit Schivao 

 
Greeters 

Perky Cameron, George Edwards, Elaine Feyereisen,  

Bob & Kim Honecker, Halina and Larry Nibbling, Jim O’Connor 

 

Lectors 

Meg Bernhardt, Richard Brugger, Walter Burrell, Tom Cameron, Bill Cuff,  

Walt Dein, Bob Honecker, Peggy James, Robert Maber, Susan Coene-Perl,  

Kathy Redinger, Patrice Thornton, Bob Zeller 

 
Ushers 

Carl Alfano, Judi Buncher, Walt Dein, George Edwards,  

Elaine Feyereisen, Peggy James, Bramley Maber, Jim O’Connor,  

Susan Coene-Perl, Rod Webster  

 

 

To all of the above, many, many thanks from a grateful Parish. 
(Apologies if we missed anyone!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 


