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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

 

Sunday, April 14:  PALM SUNDAY 
8AM Liturgy for Palm Sunday & Holy Eucharist 

10AMLiturgy for Palm Sunday & Holy Eucharist –  

Service Begins in the Parish House with Blessing of the Palms  
and Procession to the Church 

 

Wednesday, April 17: WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 
7:00PM Service of Tenebrae 

 
 

Thursday, April 18: MAUNDY THURSDAY* 
7:00PM Liturgy Agape Meal, Stripping of the  

Altar and Prayer Vigil 
 
 

Friday, April 19:  GOOD FRIDAY* 
12noon: Seven Last Words from the Cross  

as told through Prose, Poetry, and Music 

including Communion from the Reserved Sacrament 
 
 

Saturday, April 20:  HOLY SATURDAY 
9:00AM Liturgy for Holy Saturday, 

followed by preparing the Church for Easter 
 
 

Sunday, April 21:  EASTER DAY 
6:00AM Sunrise Service 

10AM Festive Eucharist with full Choir,  

flowering of the Cross & Holy Baptism - 

Easter Egg Hunt to follow 
 

 

 

* The ministries of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the 

Middle East are supported through Holy Week’s Special Offerings. 
Make checks payable to Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society. 

 

 

 



 
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;  

and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”   John 6.51 

 

“The people gather in the quiet and darkened nave of the church. The main altar is bare, except for two lighted 

candles. If the people have brought offerings of bread, wine, olives, cheeses, etc., members of the altar party 

will receive them and place them on the main altar. On the two front sides of the church (the pews below the 

pulpit and the lectern) are placed the two covered boards for serving food.” – from the Maundy Thursday 

Program of Christ Church.  

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We are halfway through the Lenten Season. The Day of Resurrection, known commonly as Easter, will soon be 

upon us. But before we get to that wonderfully festive day, we must make our way through Holy Week. We will 

spiritually walk where Jesus walked, and experience some of the thoughts and feelings that his disciples and 

friends thought and felt. Much of what we do during the week is familiar ground, but this year, but every year 

we work at getting through another level of meaning in our worship and fellowship. This year, this will take 

particular focus in our Maundy Thursday Worship. 

 

This year, the entire service will take place in the nave of the church, where we will once again share in an 

agape meal. Participants are asked to bring an offering of food or drink with them – as was the custom in the 

very early church. Pita bread, hummus, olives, cheeses……wine and sparkling ciders and flavored 

waters….think of those first Eucharistic feasts shared by those first Christians.  

 

After the reading of scripture and the prayers, we will bless the offerings of food at the altar, and it will be 

placed on serving tables in the nave. Then comes the Eucharistic Prayer over the bread and wine, and the 

communion of the people. We will then share our simple meal together, much as Jesus and his friends did at 

their last meal together on the eve of his crucifixion. 

 

At the end of the meal, we will remain in the church for the Stripping of the Altar, and the preparation for the 

Maundy Thursday Vigil or “Watch”, in which parishioners will take turns during the night watching and 

praying before the Altar of Repose, until the beginning of the Good Friday Liturgy. 

 

Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 

and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”  Every Sunday we gather and we remember 

his words. We gather because we believe – we believe that he indeed is the life of the world. We take the bread 

into our hands and the wine onto our lips because we feel his presence around us, within us, and between us.  

 

I invite you to come and join us on this solemn night. May we feast together, placing ourselves in solidarity 

with those very first disciples, and with all who have sought to follow the Christ over the centuries. Bring an 

offering of simple food to share. Invite a friend or family member to share with us, too. Dare I say that this 

somber yet beautiful night will place you in the very presence of those first believers? I do. May this Lent and 

Holy Week find you ever faithful to our Lord and ever seeking his presence in all you think, in all you say, and 

in all you do. 

 
 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 

 



NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

 

In last month’s note I spoke of the four goals the parish leadership has established to address critical issues 

the church faces. These are 

 Close the chronic operating budget deficit 

 Increase our parish membership 

 Improve management of our property 

 Establish a spiritual experience that is broad and deep 

Work has continued on these goals.  

The Rector and the Wardens are developing a white paper that provides more details on these goals. This will 

be shared with the congregation when it has matured to some extent. 

An early decision has been made for the Property goal to resurrect the Property Commission and to establish a 

comprehensive list of needed property projects. 

The possibilities for increasing parish membership were brainstormed at the March vestry meeting at which all 

parishioners were invited to contribute their ideas. Jim O’Connor led this discussion and is compiling the many 

ideas. These will be shared and more input sought.  

This latter goal is a serious, complex and long-term effort and we take it seriously – it is important to our 

survival as a parish. However, one thought was raised at the meeting by Jamie Green that I fully support. That 

idea is that in communicating our message to prospective parishioners we should use novel, humorous, and eye-

catching language. We don’t want to come across as stilted and dull.  

Here are some aspects of making Episcopalianism, well, fun. 

 

An Episcopalian, Robin Williams once listed his “Top 10 Reasons to be an Episcopalian”: Here they are with 

some observations by your senior warden. 

 

10. No snake-handling. 

  Well, if there is interest, we can be flexible. 

9. You can believe in dinosaurs. 

  We have a big tent. 

8. Male and female God created them; male and female we ordain them. 

  Speaks for itself 

7. You don’t have to check your brains at the door. 

  Amen 

6. Pew aerobics. 

  Kneel, stand, sit, repeat. No gym needed on Sunday 

5. Church year is color-coded. 

  Just watch the rector’s couture. 

4. Free wine on Sunday. 

  Great, but also optional 

3. All of the pageantry – none of the guilt. 

  Relax and enjoy the show. 

2. You don’t have to know how to swim to get baptized. 

  Again, unless you want to learn 

 

No matter what you believe, there’s bound to be at least one other Episcopalian who agrees with you. 

A welcoming community where you are guaranteed to hit it off with someone. 
 

Bob Kelly, Senior Warden 
 

 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Please advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us know so 

we can also keep our records/database up to date.  

Please send us an email or call the Church Office at 

732-741-2220.  
 

 

2019 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

A new 2019 Updated directory is in the works and 

we hope to have available the end of the month.  

Please be sure to let the office know of any contact 

changes you may have recently made.  
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
(Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  If you 
would like a person to be added, simply call the Church Office  
and leave your name, their first and last name; please specify if 
you do not want their last name published in the bulletin, and 
when appropriate, who the person is and the nature of their 
condition.   

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need or 

trouble:  *Shirley, *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, 

*John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, *Brother Richard, 

*Jim Miller, *Beverly Ryser, *Ruthann Zeak, *Judi 

Buncher, *Craig Cambeis, *Carolyn, *MiMi Brown, 

*Sarah Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, *Michele 

Gregos, *Tara Dunford, *Jessie, Loren James, John Veil, 

Jennifer Turner, Pam, Ruth Roth, Stan Brower, Queeni, 

Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, Imogene, Julie, Antonia 

Malone, Heather Lance, JoAnn Veres, Pat and Bob 

Rivenes, Cindy and John Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea 

Gallagher, Richard Grosser, Vieux, Judy, Burt, Bob 

Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, Alicia Binn, Ben Gizzi, 

Savita and Farshid, Friedman Family, Mark Rohrbaugh, 

Bert Downs, Peedy. May they be relieved of their distress.  
 

For parishioners and friends serving in the armed forces 

both here and abroad:  Traver, Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” 

Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline Brattan.  May they serve in 
safety and with honor. 
 

For those who have died:  May they rest in peace and rise 
in glory. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

A St. Patrick’s Day Dinner wrap up 

and thank you: 
 

A glorious day time was had by all on Saturday 

March 16
th

 when Christ Church held their annual St. 

Patrick’s Day dinner. While  enjoying the lilting 

Irish music of the  Kilkenny Kats, parishioners 

dined  heartily on  traditional corned beef & 

cabbage, carrots, potatoes as well  as shepherd’s pie 

(vegan  and otherwise) and mac and cheese.  There 

was a very nice crowd!  
 

Many thanks to those who helped make this event a 

success.  Joanne Montgomery, Peggy James, Sue 

Napoletano, Jamie Green, Philip Andrews, Colleen 

and Mark Roth, PJ Reyes, Jeff Veil, Bill, Bramley 

Maber, Walter Dein, Vicki and Bill Cuff, Judi 

Buncher and Mother Lisa. Thanks also to everyone 

who baked for the bake sale, those who contributed 

to the silent auction, and to the Parishioners and 

their friends who supported the event; I hope it was 

a grand night which shall long be remembered. 
 

    
 

 
 

 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

IS ON THE HORIZON! 
 

Easter Egg Hunt Update - Good news! Two youths 

have volunteered to hide eggs so far and adults are 

also weighing in. Great start!  As of last Sunday we 

already collected over 200 filled Eggs. The 

gathering continues.  Filled eggs, empty eggs for 

filling and donations of fillers gladly accepted. 

Stickers, fun little prizes as well as candy make 

good fillers. You can leave your donations in the 

Kitchen on the stove in the corner, on my desk 

downstairs or bring them to the office during office 

hours.   

 

Hoping to find out very soon who is interested in 

baking a lamb cake.  Please call or text me, Sue Nap  

@ 732-272-5135 if you want to accept this baking 

challenge!  Pans are available.  Two cakes are 

needed.  

 

 
 

 

Church School News 
During this Lenten season we are exploring  the life 

and ministry of Jesus. So much to learn. Expecting 

to create a fun banner on the 6th to display at 

Easter.  Parents cordially invited to participate.  

 

Faithfully submitted, 

 

Sue Nap  

 

 
 

 

Second Saturday Workday 

Spring is here and our next workday is very 

important. We need to prepare the grounds for the 

Easter egg hunt and the resumption of the Mass on 

the Grass. Please come join us on Saturday, April 

13th for our next work day. Your help for an hour 

or two between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM is both 

important and greatly appreciated. This is also a 

good opportunity for those who need to earn 

community service credit. A simple and hot lunch 

will be provided. 

Thank you, Walter Dein,  

Second Saturday Chair Person  

 

Youth Group Prime 
 

This month the Youth will focus on the story of the 

Passion and Resurrection of our Lord. More than 

that, they will participate along the way – a gift for 

the entire congregation. 

 

April 13th, Saturday: we will gather at 10:00am 

with other members of the congregation to make 

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday (on April 14). We 

will have lunch together and talk about the meaning 

of Holy Week. 
 

April 18, Maundy Thursday, 7:00pm to 11pm: 

We have a very special Maundy Thursday planned. 

The Youth will attend the Maundy Thursday 

Liturgy at 7:00pm (which includes a meal right 

there in the church). Afterwards are meeting in the 

Parish House Kitchen to make cupcakes for the 

reception on Easter Sunday. We will end by 

keeping Vigil in the Church at the Altar of Repose. 

 

Flowering of the Cross 
 

At the 10AM Easter Sunday service the children are 

invited to come to the altar rail with cut flowers to 

help flower the cross.  
 

     
 

Our Annual Egg Hunt will be held once again on 

Easter Sunday morning following our 10am 

Service.  



Help the Altar Guild prepare for Easter: 
 

Altar Guild Brass Polishing 
Wednesday, April 10th @ 10:00AM 
 

EVERYONE is invited to join the Altar Guild members 

in the church to help polish our brass. Please check your 

schedule; any time you can give is appreciated to help 

keep our church beautiful. Thank you. 

 

 
 

Holy Week bulletin assembly help needed.  
Please join me on Tuesday morning, April 16th at 

11:00am in the parish house.  Coffee and Danish 

will be provided.    Many hands will make the work 

go faster.  Please let me know if you think you are 

available to help out.    Thanks so much, Casey   

 
Maundy Thursday vigil sign up 

Every year the people of Christ Church keep a 

night-long vigil from the end of the Maundy 

Thursday Service to the beginning of the Liturgy for 

Good Friday. Slots are for one hour; spend the time 

alone or sign up with a friend. The list is on the 

bulletin board next to the kitchen in the Parish 

House. 

 

GFS NEWS - Girls Friendly Society 

The girls will gather at 10:00 am on Saturday, April 

13 for our traditional folding of the Palm Crosses 

for Palm Sunday and to make our delicious Easter 

bread to take home to our families.  

 

And on Saturday, April 27, our “theme” is 

“Peaceful Planet”. We will once again participate in 

Clean Oceans Beach Clean Up at Maple Cove in 

Red Bank. We will meet at 9:00am and afterwards 

grab some lunch in town. 

 

 

 
 

GFS EASTER EGG BREAD: 
For the meeting Bring: 

Cookie Sheet 

6 Hard cooked eggs for each girl (a dozen for the 

full recipe) The recipe makes two breads – please 

bring both to share with those girls who may not 

have any.  
 

Someone needs to bring Egg Dye so the girls can 

dye eggs for their bread, a couple extra raw eggs for 

the glaze, and colorful sprinkes.  
 

Dough recipe: 

½ cup milk 

½ cup sugar 

1 tsp salt 

½ cup shortening 

Grated rind of 2 lemons (optional) 

2 pkgs. active dry yeast* 

½ cup lukewarm water (110 to 115 degrees) 

2 eggs 

4 ½ cups sifted flour 
 

*NOTE: you can substitute the fast rising yeast, but 

will need to follow the directions on the packets 

concerning the rising periods. 
 

1. Scald milk; pour over sugar, salt, shortening, 

and lemon rind in bowl. Cool to lukewarm. 

2. Sprinkle yeast on lukewarm water; stir to 

dissolve.  

3. Add to mixture with the 2 eggs and 2 ½ cups 

flour. Beat until smooth. 

4. Stir in enough remaining flour, a little at a 

time, to form a dough that is easy to handle. 

Turn onto lightly floured board and knead 

until smooth and elastic, 5 – 8 minutes. 

5. Place in lightly greased bowl; turn dough 

over to grease top. Cover and let rise in 

warm place until doubled, about 1 hour. 

6. Punch down; cover and let rise again until 

almost doubled, about 30 minutes. 

 

To make the bread: 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

2. Dye hard cooked eggs.  

3. Divide your dough into half. Then form two 

braids from each of the two doughs 

4. Place your eggs in the dough 

5. Beat an egg, add 1TB water and brush over 

dough (but not eggs) 

6. Add sprinkles, if desired 

Bake for 30-35 minutes – and enjoy! 



the episcopal church: 

a Foundational one day 

seminar  

for any adult desiring a deeper understanding 

of what it means to be an Episcopalian 

 

Have you come to Christ Church from another Faith 

Tradition? Were you confirmed as a child and find 

you would like to have a more grown up 

understanding of Christianity? They we invite you 

to a one day seminar on Saturday, April 27th, 

2019 from 9am to 2pm in the Christ Church 

Parish House. 

 

Both a Continental Breakfast and Lunch are 

provided.  The day will include a brief history of the 

Christian Church, with an focus on our Anglican 

and Episcopal roots, the structure, polity, and 

beliefs of our church and the meaning of the Rite of 

Confirmation (especially as it relates to the adult 

faith journey). We will also discuss local and global 

issues and ministry in the church. 

 

Those who attend will be eligible to be confirmed 

or received (if you were confirmed in another Faith 

Tradition) into the Episcopal Church by the Right 

Reverend William “Chip” Stokes on Sunday, June 

30th, the day of our the 250tth anniversary 

celebration of the erection of our church building. 

 

The presenters for the day are the Reverend Lisa 

Mitchell, Rector and the Reverend Victoria Cuff, 

Deacon.  

 

r.s.v.p at 732-741-2220 or 

christchurchshrewsbury@verizon.net 

sponsored by Christ Church, Shrewsbury  

 

 

We are in need of a coffee hour host for Easter 

Morning following our 10am service.  This is a fun 

coffee hour with all the Hunting going on!!  Sign-up 

sheet is in the parish house.  Thank you. 

 

 

Moravian Pies -Only a few left!  You can pick one 

up on Sundays or during office hours until we are 

sold out.  Each pie serves four generously and 

comes to you at a low cost of $14.00.   Pies come 

frozen and ready to go straight into your freezer or 

into your oven. 

 

 
 
 

Do you sleep? 
Do you want to help the homeless in our area? 
  

Then come join Mother Lisa, Jim O’Connor, Peggy 

James, Casey Surgent and dozens of others for the 

Second Annual Covenant House Sleep Out on May 

17th at Trinity Church in Asbury Park! We have 

formed a “Christ Church & Friends” Sleeper Team! 

No training required! You simply join us for the 

evening meeting the young people being served at 

the Covenant House Asbury Park facility as well as 

the caring staff members. Learn about the great 

work being done and for one night “experience” 

what it is like to sleep outside with only a sleeping 

bag and piece of cardboard for a mattress! 

Comfortable? No! Incredibly rewarding? Yes! 
  

Each Sleeper is asked to raise $1,000. You will 

have a fundraising page on the website and you ask 

your friends and family to go on and make whatever 

donation they can…$5, $10, $50…whatever they 

can afford. We are hoping to get ten (10) Sleepers 

on our Christ Church Team so we can raise at least 

$10,000 for Covenant House! 
  

Here is the link to the page to sign 

up: https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction

=donordrive.team&teamID=7768 
  

Please let us know if you and maybe other family 

members or friends will be able to join us! 
  

If you can’t join us we are also grateful for any 

donations you may be able to make to our team! 

God Bless! 
 

 
 

https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=7768
https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=7768


Calling all GREEN THUMBS!! 
 

 
 

Do you like to garden and learn more about organic 

vegetable gardening?  Christ Church has once again 

this season eserved a plot in the Shrewsbury 

Community Garden across the street.  Help us 

“grow” this outreach program! Youth and all 

prospective gardeners welcome.   

Contact Kim Roberts-Honecker at: 

kimroberts05@gmail.com   or 732-530-7451 

if you have ideas, plants, interest or information you 

would like to share.  

 

 

New Horizons for the Church School 
Thinking ahead and out loud – 

As participation in our Church School has grown 

and most of the class are readers now, I’ve been 

thinking it’s a good time to create a separate class  

geared toward the younger children i.e. ages 

roughly 2-5. Any parents or adults that think they 

might be interested in participating in this ministry 

or simply have any ideas to  share as to how that 

ministry would look, (whether  or not you have 

children in this age group)  please reach out to me. 

We have a beautiful nursery area just awaiting the 

voices and handcrafts of little children.  

 

Jesus loves the little children and so do we.  Let’s 

teach them that.   

 

Looking forward to garnering enough interest so we 

can set up a meeting, after Easter, to explore ideas 

together.  Then maybe – with God’s help – we can 

get a new class going for the Fall! Or, asap!  I’m 

game.  

 

As always, any Youth interested in helping with the 

Church School on a Sunday, come on down!   

 

Faithfully,  

Sue Napoletano 

Church School Director  

732-272-5135 or susienap@yahoo.com  

 

"Growing Our Congregation" 
 

 
 

On Monday March 18th we held our initial 

brainstorming session on ways to grow the number 

of parishioners here at Christ Church. It was a great 

session attended by Mother Lisa, the members of 

the Vestry plus Sandra DeMartey, Noel Murgio, 

Carl Alfano, Sarah Schmid, and Peggy James. The 

energy and creativity in the room was tremendous! 

The passion and commitment to growing our 

numbers in our Congregation by this wonderful 

group of people was very moving. In addition, 

thank you to so many others who could not attend 

but emailed in their ideas. 

 

First of all, why is this important? The primary 

answers we discussed were: 

1. Our mission is to enhance the lives of those 

around us. 

2. A larger congregation enables us to do many 

more things-more community service, 

religious education, outreach, and enhanced 

spiritual experience. 

3. While not the lead reason to do it, a larger 

congregation will also improve upon our 

financial circumstances. While this is 

important, everyone at the meeting stressed 

that we cannot make this a reason to do this. 

That will be an inevitable positive outcome 

but this cannot be a financially driven 

initiative. 

4. We must take a multi-year/multi-decade 

view...this is not about just increasing 

Sunday attendance next week but 

consistently into the future so we leave a 

thriving Church for those who come after us. 

Some of the key ideas/themes that we discussed: 

 We cannot simply accept as our plight a 

continued decline in our congregation 

because "attendance at Church and other 

organized membership organizations is 

down everywhere". 

mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com


 We believe given the divisiveness in our 

society that people will start to look for 

places and groups they can belong to that are 

an antidote to the negativity in the world 

today. Christ Church can be that place. 

  Christ Church is a "well-kept secret" and 

we need to build broad awareness of this 

special place on the corner of Sycamore and 

Broad. "We are not a museum". 

 We want to make people curious about 

coming to a Sunday Service...once we get 

them here we are convinced they will be 

positively surprised by how warm and 

embracing our Church family is, and by the 

open-minded tone set by our Pastor. 

 We need to recognize many people are 

"turned off" by "organized religion" based 

upon their own personal disappointments 

with their religious experience and/or by the 

scandals and negative events in many 

Churches, especially the Roman Catholic 

Church, over the recent years. We must 

convince them that while those factors in the 

broad world are real, in our own Christ 

Church community we are a positive 

alternative to all of that negativity. 

 People will often say they are "spiritual" but 

not "religious". Instead of seeing these as 

two different perspectives, we need to 

demonstrate how they are one in the same 

and at Christ Church we blend the best of 

wonderful Church traditions with present 

day approaches to being "spiritual". 

 We need to recognize different age groups 

will be reached through different marketing 

approaches and as such we need to adopt 

multiple ways to build awareness and 

curiosity in our Church; Traditional 

advertising; social media; individual 

outreach to our friends and personal 

relationships inviting them to our Church; 

holding events to attract people to our 

Church such as Speakers, etc.   

Today we average between 65-70 attendees at 

Sunday services. One year from now we would like 

to see that number at 100. Building week over week 

that is less than 1 new attendee on average per week 

over 52 weeks. We believe this is achievable. 

Next Steps: We are forming a "Grow Our Church 

Committee" that will meet regularly over the next 

few months to refine and then execute on our 

strategy. Our first meeting will be on TUESDAY 

APRIL 9TH AT 7:15 PM. We will either meet in 

the Parish House or the Church and will let you 

know the exact location. We have a good number of 

the folks listed above who have expressed a desire 

to be on this committee but we want as many as 

possible so if you would also like to participate 

please feel free to join us! Even if you cannot join 

us in person please feel free to stay connected to our 

work through email and keep your input coming. 

 

God Bless, 

Jim O'Connor 

 

 

“It takes a village to raise a child” 
*Queeni Caay, sponsored by Christ Church in her 

college studies report -  

 

My Christ Church friends,  

I am so happy that I am able to finish my 1st year of 

college now, despite the circumstances and  

struggles I am currently facing. It wouldn't have 

been possible without the help of the generous and  

kind-hearted members of Christ Church 

Shrewsbury.   
 

Thank you for making me feel that I'm a part of 

your family even if I am miles away. I wish that I  

could come there and meet everyone to personally 

thank each of you. But for now, the only way that I  

can give back to you and show my gratitude is to 

constantly include you all in my prayers. 
 

I wish you all the happiness in the world. I owe you 

a lot. I don't know how to thank all these  

lovely people anymore who didn't just help me 

toward reaching my dreams, but gave their prayers 

and concern for me even if I came from a different 

country and race. That is what I am so thankful 

about.  
 

Sadly, there is really a need to leave school for a 

while because I have to earn money for my  

family. I pause for a while studying in college and 

can hopefully continue when things are sorted out.   

As of the moment, I am thankful to God because he 

has never left my side.  
 

Again and again, thank you so much for everything. 

No doubt, God would continue to bless Christ  

Church and its people so much.  
 

Queeni Caay 



Weekend in Olde Monmouth 
(WOM) 
 

Saturday, May 4 & Sunday, May 5 
 

WOM is a once a year event in which historic sites 

throughout Monmouth County agree to be open for 

visitors to drop in and see the sites of their choice.  

We are participating in that event again as we have 

since its inception. 

 

As a result the church will be open on Saturday 

from 10-5 and Sunday from noon to 5. To 

enhance the WOM experience we will again be 

placing a number of our Historic Objects on display 

in the church for visitors to see.  

 

Each year docents from the parish are present 

during these hours to support this activity. The 

responsibilities are to greet visitors and ensure that 

there is some oversight. There are two docents 

present. 

 

If you would like to participate as a docent for a few 

hours please Contact Bob Kelly at 

rmkellyjr66@gmail.com 

 

AND – as part of our 2019 anniversary celebrations 

we will also be conducting a Graveyard Cemetery 

Guided Tour on Saturday, May 4
th

 at 10am.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWER 

OFFERING 
 

(Please PRINT neatly) 
 

In memory of:   

________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

In thanksgiving for: 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Requested by:  

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Pledge # ____________________ 

 

Offering $  ___________________________ 

 

All requests must be made by Tuesday, April 9
th

. 

Please make checks payable to “Christ Church Altar 

Guild”  

 

 

 

 

mailto:rmkellyjr66@gmail.co


Did You Know…?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                             Parish Historian 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE CHURCH BUILDERS’ AGREEMENT? 

 

 
 

In this the 250
th

 anniversary of our current church building, the Did You Know … ? column will focus on 

different historical aspect of this  

 

In last month’s Did You Know column we learned about the lotteries that were conducted to raise the funds for 

the church building. This month we will examine the Builders’ Agreement between the church leadership and 

the craftsmen. We are fortunate to continue to have this document in our possession.  

 

Christ Episcopal Church in Shrewsbury was founded in 1702. A small brick church was built on the corner of 

Sycamore and Broad Street in the 1730s on property acquired in 1706. Less than 30 years later that house of 

worship no longer met the parish’s needs. With the lottery proceeds in hand the church leaders could enter into 

a contract with craftsmen for the new building’s erection. The contract was signed on June 12, 1769. The 

document itself is two-sided and was originally partitioned into eight segments per side, It was then folded in 

half lengthwise and then into quarters forming a brochure. The document is now enclosed in a wooden frame 

with glass on both sides allowing the two-sided agreement to be fully viewed. 

 

Some of the elements of the contract occupied one of these eight segments but others spanned multiple 

segments. These are the components: 

 

 A title for the document  

 The core contractual language of the agreement with signatures 

 Calculations used to estimate costs 

 A receipt for the initial deposit 
 

Here is the core contractual language of the agreement transcribed from the handwritten version to make it 

easier to read. 

 

 



 

Here are some observations regarding the terms of the contract. 

 

1. Specifying pounds for the province of New York was dictated by the different valuations of pounds in 

different colonies. 

2. The reference to Mr. Smith of Philadelphia was thought for some time to refer to a Reverend William 

Smith. This has been clearly established to refer to renowned colonial architect Robert Smith. 

3. The targeted completion date of November 1769 was not even remotely achieved. The building was 

completed in 1774. 

 



Here are some images of the original document. Note the beautiful handwriting. 

 

 



       
 

The Builder’s Agreement is kept in our archive storage area. We usually display it at the Weekend in Olde 

Monmouth event on the first weekend in May. Parishioners can ask to see it at any time. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 Join our Vestry member Connie Goddard at the Eastern Branch Library in Shrewsbury  

Sunday afternoon, May 5
th
 @ 2 pm  

For her presentation on T. Thomas Fortune and Bordentown's "Tuskegee of the North" 

  
May marks the opening of the T. Thomas Fortune Cultural Center in Red Bank, and one way to understand 

Fortune's significance to the intellectually vibrant decade that he lived here (1901-1911) is to consider his 

relationship to a distinctive institution across the state, the Manual Training and Industrial School for Colored 

Youth in Bordentown. How the school negotiated a balance between programs advocated by two powerful 

personalities of the era -- Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois -- suggests some of the conflicting 

loyalties Fortune himself had to address.  The story connects not just two sets of ideas but two places of 

historical significance in the state.   

 

Connie Goddard, Ph.D., is a widely published writer and a historian of education with a particular interest in 

progressive-era schools. Currently, she is writing about three distinctive manual training schools -- the one in 

Bordentown and two others in Chicago and North Dakota. She lives in Tinton Falls. 

 



 
GRAVEYARD 2019 

 
 

Beyond the listings of burials in our parish record that date to the 18
th

 century and gravestones that also date to 

that era, the earliest information we have in our files is from the second or third quarter of the 20
th

 century. 

These include grave plot ownership information and assorted records of actual burials and their locations. One 

intriguing item from that era is a graveyard map dividing the graveyard into sections and rows. Here is that 

map. 

 

 
 



In discussing this map, a first question is its age. It appears to be sometime between 1930 and 1950. (in 

discussing this map further, I will point out the reasons for this dating.) A second question is the author. One 

possibility is Frank Lawes. The Lawes family, owners of Lawes Coal (the name back when), was a prominent  

 

 

family at church in the 20
th

 century and a benefactor. Frank Lawes was Graveyard Superintendent in the mid-

20
th

 century and so he is a prime candidate.  

The map speaks more about the history of the churchyard than it does about the details of the graveyard. Here 

are some observations; 

 

 The west and north boundaries are familiar but the east road reveals that this path has a name: Green 

Road. It also appears there was a path called Lane Way to the South connecting Green Road to Broad 

Street. 

 It is unclear where any “parking” would be unless it is the rectangular box on the southeast corner Of 

course that was not the purpose of the map and so that detail may have been omitted. Remember that 

provisions would have been made for both autos and horse-drawn carriages. It is also likely that many 

parishioners walked to church. 

 The parish house depicted predates the current one built c 1950 and expanded c 1960. This parish house 

dates from 1899. Note the hand-drawn extension of the parish house to the east and the handwritten 

word Hope with an arrow. This latter was the indication that with the larger parish house to be built that 

grave plots of the Hope family had to be relocated. Given that this was known it suggests the map is 

closer to 1950 when this expansion plan was known to some extent. 

 The church building predates the 1960 eastward expansion to create the sacristy and choir robing room 

since it shows the chancel window on the eastward façade. 

 Some of the trees that are depicted are still with us especially the yew, the larches and the oak (near 

Sycamore). 

 The most dramatic change from today is the routing of the churchyard pathway. 

o There was a direct path from the church to the gate on the north reaching the Sycamore Avenue 

gate near the oak tree. This has been replaced by the path that we have today goes directly to the 

front steps of the parish house. 

o The path to the parish house goes to the stairs on the south and the east and not to the main 

entrance as it does today. This segment of the pathway goes around the now departed tulip tree. 

The tulip tree may have been a casualty of the church eastward expansion in 1960. 

Our more modern graveyard database continues to have the section, but not row listed for each gravemarker. 

There is no map that shows the location of a grave plot within the section and row. While this would be useful, 

it would be a monumental effort. 
 

 



Blessings Shared 
Parish Finance Update 

February, 2019 
   

    

Category Actual Budget 
$ Over 
Budget 

Plate  $ 340.00   $ 223.00   $ 117.00  

Pledge  $ 33,803.00   $ 27,916.00   $ 5,887.00  

Total Income  $ 38,903.00   $ 32,612.00   $ 6,291.00  

Total Expense   $ 40,805.00   $ 35,815.00   $ 4,990.00  

Net Income  $ (1,902.00)  $ (3,203.00)  $ 1,301.00  

    Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a net deficit of ($1902). This is primarily due to the fact that 

2019 pledges paid in 2018 have not yet been moved into the 2019 operating budget. 

2. Our current budget shows that our total income is $6291 more than budgeted year to date. 

3. Our current expenses are running ($4990) more than budgeted. This is due to fuel oil costs and an 

insurance payment made in Feb. That was budgeted for March. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is $5887 more than budgeted. 

5. The current deficit is $1301 less than budgeted. 

As always, we thank you for continued support of Christ Church. 
 

Sincerely, 

David Regiec & Beverlee Akerblom – Treasurer 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thank You Christ Church Angels! - Like any family, our Church frequently has financial needs and desires 

that are not “budgeted”. Often we simply go without because we do not have the money (did you know we take 

approximately $3,500 out of our Endowment savings every month to simply pay our regular bills since our 

collections and fundraising income does not cover our normal expenses?). But sometimes a Christ Church 

Angel appears. In the past Christ Church Angels have paid for things such as yard clean-up after a storm, 

broken fences, our emergency response system in the Church, and many other unbudgeted expenses. So, if you 

are often wondering if there are any immediate impactful ways you can help our Church as a Christ Church 

Angel here are a few items we are in need (desire) of…you do not need to cover the entire cost, any amount of 

money to help with these items is greatly appreciated. If any Christ Church Angels can help with these needed 

items it would be greatly appreciated: 

 4 new phones w/ 2-line system. $400 cost 

 Organ Repair. $2,000* (We are paying for this from our Endowment/Savings but any Angel 

contributions reduces the amount we need to take from savings) *THANKS to one Angel donation we 

have already received, this amount has been lowered.  

 Father Mainer Fund. Established in the 1960s to help the poor, this Christ Church Fund provides up to 

5 needy families with up to $500 in housing or housing-related subsidy each year. The Fund is close 

to zero after all these years so we would like to replenish it to continue helping those in need in our 

community. This is especially utilized in the winter months.   

 Electronic keyboard that can be used in the PH during events and moved to wherever we wish to have 

beautiful music beyond the Church: $500 

 MadRegalia – the a cappella group will be performing at the 2019 Church Building Anniversary 

celebration event on Sunday June 30th.  Five performers @ $150 each. 

 



Those Who Serve Christ Church 
 

April 7 Lent V –  

Presider:  The Rev. Kathleen Bishop 

Acolyte:   Stacey Reagan, Cassie Reagan, Erin Pedalino   

Altar Guild:  Phyllis Edwards, Halina Nibbling  

Chalice Bearers:  8am: Pam Aschettino 

10am: Stacey Reagan, Elaine Feyereisen  

Lectors:  8am: Walter Dein 10am: Bill Cuff, Replacement needed    

Greeters:  CH: George Edwards PH: Larry Nibbling 

Ushers:   8am: Susan Coene-Perl 10am: Carl Alfano, George Edwards 

Coffee Hour Host:  Edgar John & Philip Andrews 

Counter:  Pam 

 

April 14 - PALM SUNDAY  

Acolyte:   Andrew Brown, Edgar John, Sofia Hanhan, Nicholas Hanhan, 

Kate A., Replacement needed 

Altar Guild:  Pam Diamond, Judi Buncher  

Chalice Bearers:  8am: Pam Aschettino 10am: Andrew Brown, Edgar John   

Lectors:  8am: Peggy James 10am: Robert Maber, Bob Honecker    

Greeters:  CH: Kim Honecker PH: Elaine Feyereisen 

Ushers:   8am: Judi Buncher  

  10am: CH: Carl Alfano, PH: George Edwards, Bramley Maber    

Coffee Hour Host:       

Counter:  Elaine 

 

April 17 Tenebrae 7:00PM Wednesday in Holy Week   
Acolyte:   Brandon Shin 

Altar Guild:  All Members 

Lectors: 1st Nocturn: Deacon Victoria Cuff, Walter Burrell 

              2nd Nocturn: Connie Goddard, Robert Maber  

              3rd Nocturn: Donna Devlin, Bob Honecker 

              Lauds:  Richard Brugger, Peggy James 

 Ushers:  Walter Dein, Rod Webster  

 

April 18 Maundy Thursday 7:00PM Agape* Meal, church-stripping of the Altar, Vigil  

Acolyte:        Andrew Brown, Edgar John, Judi Buncher,  

Sofia Hanhan, Nicholas Hanhan 

Lector:  Richard Brugger   

Altar Guild:  All Members 

Ushers:  George Edwards, Carl Alfano 

 

April 19 - 12 noon - Good Friday  

Deacon:  Victoria Cuff 

Acolyte:  Judi Buncher, Edgar John 

Altar Guild:  All Members 

Lectors:   Jamie Green, Peggy James, Connie Goddard, Tom Cameron,  

  Bill Cuff, Donna Devlin, Kim Honecker 

Usher:  Peggy James, Elaine Feyereisen 

 

 



April 20 Holy Saturday 9:00 service  

Altar Guild:    All Members 

 

April 21 Easter morning 6:00 am Sunrise Service   

Acolytes:   Andrew Brown(TH), Judi Buncher, Edgar John,  

Brandon Shin, Erin Pedalino 

Altar Guild:  All Members  

Chalice Bearers:   Judi Buncher, Edgar John, Pam Aschettino 

Lectors:   Kathy Redinger, Robert Maber  

Ushers:     George Edwards, Bramley Maber  

 

  

 

April 21 Easter morning 10 am Service with Baptism (Lister) followed by the Easter Egg Hunt  

Deacon:  Victoria Cuff 

Acolytes:   Kate A., Sofia Hanhan, Nico Hanhan, PJ Reyes, Cassie Reagan 

Altar Guild:  All Members 

Chalice Bearers:   Rod Webster, Stacey Reagan 

Lectors:   Meg Bernhardt, Bill Cuff  

Greeter:  CH:  Kim Honecker PH: Bob Honecker 

Ushers:  Peggy James, Jim O’Connor 

Coffee Hour Host:  

Counter:  Peggy 

 

 

April 28  
Acolyte:   Georgette King, Brandon Shin, Matthew Dunford   

Altar Guild:  Ann Miller, Rachelle Mikita, Cindy Webster  

Chalice Bearers:  8am: Walter Burrell, Judi Buncher 

10am: Georgette King, Rod Webster 

Lectors:  8am: Peggy James 10am: Richard Brugger, Tom Cameron    

Greeters:  CH: Elaine Feyereisen PH:  

Ushers:   8am: Susan Coene-Perl 10am: Elaine Feyeisen, Bob Honecker 

Coffee Hour Host:  Walter Dein and Friends 

Counter:  Kit 

 

 

 
 

 



April 2019 
 

             

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 

1 
ML+ vacation 

9am 

Embroidery Guild 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

2 
ML+ vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

3 
ML+ vacation 

9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

4 

ML+ vacation 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

5 
ML+ vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
Lent V 

ML+ vacation 

 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist   

 

8 
10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library  

 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

 

 

9 
Easter memorial 

flower donations due 

 
 

7-9PM 

Parish House rental 

 

7:15PM 

Growing our 

Congregation meeting 

10 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

10AM 

Altar Guild Brass 

Polishing 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls  @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir       

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

12 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

13 
 

10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday 

Workday 
 

14 
Palm Sunday 

8AM 

Blessing of the 

Palms & Holy 

Eucharist 

10AM 

Service begins in the 

PH - Procession to 

Church – Liturgy & 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

 

15 
OFFICE OPEN 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 
 

 
6PM 

Vestry meeting 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

 

16 
      

 

 

10:30AM 

Holy Week  

Bulletin assembly 

 

 

 

17 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

7:00PM  

Service of Tenebrae  

 

 
8PM 

AA Meeting 

18 
MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

 

 

 

7:00PM 

Agape Meal, Holy 

Eucharist, 

Stripping of the 

Altar & Vigil 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

19 
Good Friday 
Office CLOSED 

 

12 noon  

Liturgy 

Seven Last Words 

from the Cross 

Communion from 

the Reserved  

Sacrament 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

20 
Holy Saturday 

 

9:00AM  

Liturgy for Holy 

Saturday  

Followed by 

preparing the church 

for Easter 

 

21 
EASTER DAY 

  

6:00AM 

Sunrise Vigil 

10AM 

Family Service, 

Baptism, Flowering 

of the Cross, Holy 

Eucharist  

Egg Hunt to follow 

22 
Office CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

 

23 

Office OPEN 

 

 

24 
Office CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

25 
Office OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

26 
Office open 

Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

27 
 

9AM-2PM 

Adult Confirmation 

Class 

28 
 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist   

*Church School 
 

 

29 
Office closed 

 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

May 4 
 

Weekend in  

Old Monmouth 

And Cemetery tour 

@10am 

*CHURCH SCHOOL - 9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) 

 

 





 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2019 
 

Robert Kelly – Senior Warden,  
James O’Connor – Junior Warden 

Walter Burrell 
Stephen Craven – I.T. 

Connie Goddard 
Jamie Green – Parish Life 

Edgar John 
Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 

Dianne Regiec - Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 
 

 
Treasurer - Beverlee Akerblom 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 
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