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Let’s count the clichés 

about Episcopalians. 

I can’t count that high.* 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Last Saturday eight of us spent the day in a One Day Seminar meant to “learn about the Episcopal Church”. But 

we did far more than that! We listened to one another’s faith journeys – where they have come from and how 

they came to be at Christ Church. We learned something of the history of the Christian Church from its ancient 

and Medieval Foundations, what led up to the Protestant Reformation, and how the Anglican Church made its 

way distinctively through that process. 

 

Over lunch we talked about theological issues and questions about spiritual practices and concerns. What 

exactly happens to that bread and wine during the Eucharist? What makes a sacrament a sacrament? How 

exactly is authority exercised? How does the tradition you come from understand and practice these things, etc?  

 

We also looked at how the Episcopal Church is structured - how it really works - from the local parish level to 

the National and International Level. What it means to be part of the Anglican Communion and a Global 

Community of Faith. This was not at all about mere clergy; the focus was on the laity and their role in 

Christianity. 

 

Why do we offer these opportunities? I find it increasingly necessary and helpful as so many of the people who 

come through our doors come from other traditions, and may not know that much about the Episcopal Church. 

The Haiku “Let’s count the clichés about Episcopalians. I can’t count that high.” has a lot of truth in it! By 

dialogue and conversation, by comparing and contrasting our beliefs and how we come to them, those who are 

curious about the Episcopal Church are finding their place among us. 

 

We do so for another reason, too. An ancient reason. From the very beginnings of Christianity, the “Great Fifty 

Days of Easter” (referring to the time from Easter Sunday to the Day of Pentecost) were observed by the 

Church as a special time of instruction to the faithful. This is the season when we are all encouraged to 

strengthen our faith by special study and renewal. As I mentioned in my last sermon, Easter is only the 

beginning of the unfolding of the story of God’s faithful people in the new reality of the Resurrection; it is for 

each of us to pursue our Lord and deepen our relationship with him. 

 

Finally: because there were many who were unable to attend the course in April, Deacon Cuff and I are offering 

another Seminar on Saturday, June 1st from 9am to 2pm. The class is specifically tailored for those who are 

new to the Episcopal Church, but all adults are welcome to come. I assure you, you will hear about things you 

never heard about in the Confirmation instruction of your youth. Those who attend will have the opportunity to 

be received or confirmed by Bishop Stokes when he visits on June 30th, but none are required to do so. The 

primary goal is a deeper understanding of who we are and where we are going in our faith. Alleluia! Christ is 

Risen! 

 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

*from Episcopal Haiku, by Sarah Goodyear and Ed Weissman 
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NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

 

          
 

The recent horrific fire that engulfed Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris sadly brings to my mind our historic gem. 

Our church building is dwarfed in age by Notre Dame (250 vs. 850 years) but it is nonetheless precious 

especially to our parishioners. Reading the New Your Times account of the fire in its context highlighted the 

issues we face with our treasured building albeit on a different scale. Before drawing some comparisons and 

contrasts, let me provide an overview of the issues of protecting our, or any, historic structure against a range of 

threats. 

 

What are the factors that adversely affect an historic structure? I break these into two broad categories: natural 

wear and tear and specific events. Natural wear and tear is common to all structures and not just historic 

buildings. Specific events are calamities that can have a major immediate impact on the structure. One example 

is the Notre Dame fire and, closer to home, Superstorm Sandy. These specific events can be due to natural 

disasters or due to manmade incidents. The latter could be either accidental or intentional. The Notre Dame fire 

appears to be an accident related to their current renovations; an example of an intentional event would be 

swastikas painted onto a Jewish temple or arson. 

 

The question for us then is what steps should we be taking to deal with these factors? I do believe we have been 

addressing these here at Christ Church though we could do better while recognizing nothing is perfect. Before 

discussing further, in order to affect these resiliency efforts, both money and labor are required. Some labor can 

be found internal to the parish through volunteers from the congregation, though that is often limited by 

availability and skills. In those cases, outside labor is needed and that translates into additional money. I will 

address the financial elements below. 

 

So what can we do in these several areas to protect our heritage? Let us begin with the specific events category. 

Many events are unpreventable like Superstorm Sandy. For these, insurance is critical and we have excellent 

insurance through the Vermont Church Insurance Company. For Sandy, we were able to repair $30-40K worth 

of damage at both the Church and the Rectory with only a $1000 out-of-pocket deductible cost to the parish. (Of 

course, we have had years of premiums as well.)  Some larger events cannot be as fully covered by insurance. 

In 1997 the timber beams in the church attic that support the roof were found to be cracking with the roof 

threatening to fall through the ceiling to the nave. This was addressed by inserting a steel “trestle” into the 

building that replaced the role of the failing timber beams. This $1.2M project was paid for by a combination of 

insurance, a State historic grant, and a capital campaign at the parish in roughly equal amounts. So, for these 

very large and unpredictable events both of these latter financial sources can be important.  

 

Addressing normal wear and tear can be broken into two categories: one I call maintenance which deals with 

day-to-day upkeep and smaller repairs, the second are larger projects, like a repainting the building or replacing 

a roof. Maintenance items are typically funded in our annual operating budget, whose monies are mostly 
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derived from our pledges, and include periodic waxing of the sanctuary tile floor and cleaning the church 

carpet. The sexton’s work is also in this category. For projects like replacing a roof or other similar large items 

that cost in the thousands or tens of thousands of dollars, churches typically conduct capital campaigns with 

these specific projects targeted. We did this in 1992 for the Heritage project that addressed a variety of interior 

and exterior repairs to the church. Another capital campaign in 2007 targeted the stained-glass windows and the 

brick walkway. 

 

 

 
 

STAINED GLASS WINDOW DAMAGE FROM SANDY 2013 

 

In summary, constant attention to the care of our church building protects that heritage. This is easy to say and 

harder to do because dealing with natural wear and involves money, vigilance of items that been to be 

addressed, and persistent following of maintenance procedures. Both are significant challenges and the reason 

that one of the four long term goals we have recently established is improving our Property Maintenance. We 

have begun progress to this goal by reviving the Property Commission so that we can monitor and prioritize all 

the projects that need to be worked on. This will not increase the funding of these property projects, per se, but 

will improve our prioritization in use of these monies. Some more details on the Property Commission can be 

found elsewhere in this issue of the Crown. 

 

Next month I will address the handling of specific events that would adversely affect the church building 

including fire, and how we can both (partially) insulate ourselves from the impact of their occurrence and 

address them when they do occur. 

 

Senior Warden,  

Bob Kelly 
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PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your address or 

telephone number. Let us know so we can keep 

our records up to date.  Please send us an email or 

call the Church Office at 732-741-2220.   
 

A NEW “CHURCH DIRECTORY” is available in 

the Narthex.  We have only printed a few copies 

because we know there are going to be corrections 

that need to be made. Please let the office know if 

your contact information is not correct.  

 

Birth Announcement: 

Congratulations to Stephen and Kristen Downs (and 

Elaine Feyereisen-grandmother) on the birth of 

their new son.  Jackson Lawrence Downs was born 

on May 1
st
 at 4:43am., 7lbs. 2 ounces.   

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. If you would like a person to be added, simply call 
the Church Office.   

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble:  *Shirley, *Mignon Williams, *Cassie 

Reagan, *John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, 

*Brother Richard, *Jim Miller, *Beverly Ryser, 

*Ruthann Zeak, *Judi Buncher, *Craig Cambeis, 

*Carolyn, *MiMi Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan 

Van Valkenburg, *Michele Gregos, *Tara Dunford, 

*Jessie, Loren James, John Veil, Jennifer Turner, 

Pam, Ruth Roth, Stan Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn, 

Mariwether Schmid, Julie, Antonia Malone, 

Heather Lance, Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy and 

John Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, Richard 

Grosser, Vieux, Judy, Burt, Bob Fitzgerald, Mary 

Ellen, Tammy, Alicia Binn, Ben Gizzi, Savita and 

Farshid, Friedman Family, Mark Rohrbaugh, Peedy, 

Gil, Edie.  May they be relieved of their distress.  

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.   May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

to Philip Andrews, MiMi Brown, Walter Dein, 

Phyllis Edwards, Lynn Marengo, Ann and Jim 

Miller, and Sarah Schmid,  for volunteering their 

time in helping with the Holy Week bulletins.   
 

to all who served in any capacity to make our Holy 

Week a special and beautiful time. Special thanks to 

our Altar Guild, Choir, and Lay Ministers! 
 

Thank You Christ Church Angels! – We have 

recently received some wonderful donations to 

cover the cost of:  new phones for the Office and 

Parish House, thank you Cassandra Murphy -  our 

new keyboard, thank you Marion Phillips,-  and 

also for supplies for our Community Garden Plot, 

thank you Kay Boneburg.  Like any family, our 

Church frequently has financial needs and desires 

that are not “budgeted”. Often we simply go 

without because we do not have the money (did you 

know we take approximately $3,500 out of our 

Endowment savings every month to simply pay our 

regular bills since our collections and fundraising 

income does not cover our normal expenses?).  We 

continue to seek “Angels” for the following: 

 Father Mainer Fund. Established in the 1960s 

to help the poor, this Christ Church Fund 

provides up to 5 needy families with up to $500 

in housing or housing-related subsidy each year. 

The Fund is close to zero after all these years so 

we would like to replenish it to continue helping 

those in need in our community.  

 MadRegalia – the a cappella group will be 

performing at the 2019 Church Building 

Anniversary celebration event on Sunday June 

30th.  Five performers @ $150 each. 

Let us know if you would like information on these 

or any other “Angel” donations you may be 

interested in helping with.  
 

EASTER WAS A BANNER DAY! I received 

numerous compliments on the Easter Banner made 

by the Church School Class. It’s very satisfying to 

learn that the congregation really notices and 

appreciates these little extra touches provided by 

our Church School students. I have to say, it does 

look spectacular sparkling up there by the altar.  

Thanks kids for another job well done! Your 

creativity never ceases to amaze.  Keep up the good 

work! Sue Nap. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 
 

 
 

Weekend in Old Monmouth 
 

Saturday, May 4 & Sunday, May 5 
Weekend in Olde Monmouth is a once a year event 

in which historic sites throughout Monmouth 

County agree to be open for visitors to drop in and 

see the sites of their choice.  We are participating in 

that event again as we have since its inception. As a 

result the church will be open THIS Saturday May 4 

from 10-5 and Sunday May 5 from noon to 5. To 

enhance the WOM experience, we will again be 

placing a number of our Historic Objects on display 

in the church for visitors to see as well as a special 

display of images of Christ Church in celebration of 

the 250
th

 anniversary!  Each year docents from the 

parish are present during these hours to support 

this activity. The responsibilities are to greet 

visitors and ensure that there is some oversight. 

There are always two docents present.  If you 

would like to participate as a docent for a few hours 

– NO experience necessary -  please Contact Bob 

Kelly at rmkellyjr66@gmail.com or Jamie Green 

Jxgreen0@gmail.com 

 

 

Second Saturday Parish Workday:  May 11th.  

Our next workday will be Saturday May 11th, 10:00 

AM to 4:00 PM.  In general there is always more to 

be done then helping hands taking part.  Most tasks 

can be handled by any age group or skill level.  This 

is a good opportunity for those who need 

community service credit.  Your help for an hour or 

two will be greatly appreciated. My cooking skills 

are basic, but a hot lunch will be provided. 

Walter Dein 

Second Saturday Chair 

 

 

  Don’t forget May
 
13th! 

 

Girls Friendly Society 
We are once again having our Mother/Daughter 

Retreat at Murray Grove Retreat Center. The dates 

are Friday Evening May 10 to Saturday Morning 

May 11. The Retreat Leader is the Rev. Kathleen 

Bishop whom many of you know as the priest who 

often supplies here while Mother Lisa is away. She 

also led us in a wonderful Yoga experience earlier 

in the year, and we have asked her to do a similar – 

yet extended program –for our retreat. 

 

The cost is $75 per person, and that will cover 

everything - lodging, food, and the cost of the 

leader. The Christ Church Shrewsbury Chapter will 

pick up whatever is lacking as our gift to you! 

Contact Dorrie Pedalino or the Church Office with 

any questions. Thanks and I hope many of you will 

be able to attend.  It is a great overnight where 

bonds are formed between the girls and their 

mothers, as well as with the peer mothers and 

daughters! 

 

Youth Group Prime 
Please note: this Month, the Youth 

Group/Confirmation Class is meeting on Sunday 

mornings, directly following the 10:00am service. 

We will stop in at the Coffee Hour to grab a plate of 

goodies, and then head to the Library for some 

instruction. The two Sundays we are meeting are 

May 5th and May 26th. 

 

PEAK OF THE WEEK…..Take A Peak Below: 

Hey Peakers and Wannabe Peakers, our current 

book is Susannah Wesley by Sandy Dengler. It's 

short book about the rather amazing mother of 2 of 

Christendom's most prolific and beloved hymn 

writers — John and Charles Wesley. Her husband 

was Samuel Wesley who was no slouch in the hymn 

writing department. Join us for Peak of the Week 

following Morning Prayer on Wednesdays in the 

Christ Church library.   
  

Our next book will be Holy Envy: Finding God in 

the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. This 

book has been garnering a lot of talk in the past few 

weeks. Let's explore its contents together. We'll be 

starting Holy Envy the third week of May and 

continue into early June. Get your own copy online, 

or at a Barnes & Noble store or see about borrowing 

from the library. It looks like a great discussion time 

awaits us.  

mailto:rmkellyjr66@gmail.co
https://smile.amazon.com/Barbara-Brown-Taylor/e/B001H6U4WK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Christ Church Honors 

Interred Veterans from the French and 

Indian War to the Vietnam War 

Sunday, May 26th 10:00 am 
The parish will hold its annual Cemetery Memorial 

Service, including the reading of the veterans 

interred here in the Christ Church graveyard on 

Sunday, May 26th after the 10 a.m. service.  These 

veterans span the eras from the French and Indian 

War to the Vietnam War. This event will occur 

about 11 a.m. in the churchyard at the southeast 

corner of the church. Open to all with no charge. 

 

 
 

 

 

Christ Church and the  

Shrewsbury Community Garden 

(across the street) 
 

 
 

Calling ALL Gardeners – Beginners, Masters 

and GREEN THUMBS!!!  Christ Church has 

reserved a plot for our second year in 

the Shrewsbury Community Garden across the 

street.  Do you like to garden and/or want to learn 

more about organic vegetable gardening?  We are 

not asking for a huge commitment, maybe just one 

or two weeks out of the growing season to stop by, 

pull some weeds or harvest. The amount of time is 

up to you! Maybe you even want to just stop by for 

a visit and a tour!  Youth and all prospective 

gardeners welcome. Contact Kim Roberts-Honecker 

at kimroberts05@gmail.com  or call her at: 732 

530-7451.  Please share ideas, plants, interest or 

information. Look for news of a meeting to 

help “plant” a program. 

 

In Rememberance of your beloved 

 Deceased Veteran  
 

Once again this year, we are adding a new dimension to 

our Memorial Day tradition. During the regular 10:00am 

service, May 26th we are publishing a list of the names 

of any deceased veterans you would like to name. We 

ask you to submit the name and rank and arm of service 

to the church office by May 20th to be included. We are 

also asking for a minimum donation of $10.00, which 

will be placed in the Cemetery Fund to continue the 

work we do right here in our own graveyard. 

 (Please PRINT neatly) 
 

Name: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Rank/Service: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Name: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Rank/Service: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Name: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Rank/Service: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Name: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Rank/Service: 

_________________________________________ 

 

Requested by:  

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Pledge # ____________________ 

 

Offering $  ___________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to “Christ Church 

Cemetery Fund” 

 

Offering must be received by Monday, May 20 

mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com
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Right around the corner  

Christ Church team needs your help! 
We have accepted Covenant House’s challenge, 

and in just a few weeks we will be sleeping on the 

street so homeless kids don’t have to!  The Christ 

Church team is trying to reach their fundraising 

goals before they meet the kids at Covenant House 

on Friday, May 17
th

 in Asbury Park. These funds go 

directly to Covenant House, an organization that 

provides food, shelter, safety, and essential support 

services to homeless and trafficked young people 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. 

Covenant House is more than just a shelter - they 

show each young person absolute respect and 

unconditional love, and work with them to create a 

plan that helps them move from homelessness to 

independence. Please make a donation in support of 

the Sleep Out today. No matter the amount, the 

value of it to these kids who have so little is 

enormous. Because it’s more than what the money 

provides - it’s a symbol that you care.  

 

Our Christ Church Team currently has 7 team 

members.  It’s not too late to join us - we are 

looking for three more team members to make it 

10!  Speak with Jim O’Connor for details. 

 

To donate directly to the entire team use this link:  

https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=do

norDrive.teamDonations&teamID=7768 

 

You can also support any one of the team 

members individually……but here is Mother 

Lisa’s direct link:  

https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=do

nordrive.participant&participantID=20386 

 

Cash or Check donations (write checks out to 

Covenant House NOT Christ Church) will also be 

accepted.   
 

 

 

 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT – an  

Eggs-cellent Event! 
 

Once again the Annual Easter Egg Hunt following 

the Easter Sunday Service was a huge success 

thanks to the Parishioners who donated eggs and 

candy to make the hunt a fun time for our children 

and visitors.  

 

The Alleluia Eggs, once again beautifully crafted by 

Marie Maber, were discovered by Abigail Murphy 

and Kody Craven.  

 

As their reward for their skills, these youngsters 

were awarded the Traditional, ever popular and 

delicious Lamb cakes baked and decorated by the 

Dunford Family and Mark & Colleen Roth. Thanks 

to them for their glorious creations. 

   

Much appreciation for and thanks to Jennifer 

Shamrock, a friend of Bob Kelly’s  (and now our 

friend  too!), Sofia and Nico Hanhan, two of our 

enthusiastic Youth and Young-at-Heart George 

Edwards (always ready to help) who hid all of the 

eggs--which  was no  easy task. There was  

probably a skillion-zillion this Year.  More than 

ever!  

 

 

Speaking of Eggs  

Eggstravaganza 
 

This year’s Eggstravaganza fundraiser was fairly 

profitable, given the “surprise” of even being able 

to offer this fundraiser at all and the short time in 

which to sell. Thanks to everyone who purchased 

and coordinated egg sales.  If you love dark 

chocolate peanut butter, coconut cream or milk 

chocolate vanilla cream (and maybe a couple other 

random flavors), there are still some eggs available.  

They will continue to be available for sale until the 

cache is empty.  Ate too many already? They freeze 

beautifully. You never know when you’re gonna 

need a chocolate fix this summer.  Be prepared. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.teamDonations&teamID=7768
https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.teamDonations&teamID=7768
https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.participant&participantID=20386
https://www.sleepout.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.participant&participantID=20386


 10 

SUMMER LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULES 
 

We will be finalizing the June, July and August lay 

ministry schedules. In an effort to try to make sure 

all the ministries are covered during the summer 

months we ask that you look over your schedules 

NOW and inform us of any dates you and your 

family will NOT BE available. If we know in 

advance we will be able to eliminate the process of 

finding replacements! A reminder that once the 

schedule has been distributed YOU are responsible 

for finding a replacement or someone to 

switch/trade dates with. Please notify the office of 

any arrangements/changes you have made.  If you 

have trouble finding a replacement/trade, you may 

also (as soon as possible) Email the church office 

for additional help.  We will circulate an Email to 

help you to find a replacement and advise you of 

our findings.  Thanks so much.   

 

Those Who Serve 

 Lay Ministries need your Help!! 
 

We are always looking for additional lay ministers 

to serve at our worship!  Have you ever considered 

it?  Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers, Lectors, and Chalice 

Bearers, ALL play very important roles in our 

services. The more lay ministers we have, the less 

often one individual has to serve! We would like to 

have enough volunteers so that each lay minister 

would only have to serve once a month!  If you 

have any questions or would like to join any one of 

our teams, please talk to Mother Lisa or call the 

office.  Looking forward to talking to you! 

 

FLOWERS/SANCUTARY CANDLE 

OFFERINGS 
Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have 

beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex. These 

are provided by our parishioners, usually in memory 

of someone or in thanksgiving to God for someone 

or something. If you would like to donate flowers or 

the weekly sanctuary candle, please sign up on the 

Flower Chart in the narthex of the Church. Checks 

should be made payable to; “Christ Church Altar 

Guild” and may be placed in the offertory plate or 

mailed to us. We  accommodate two donations on a 

single date.  Altar Flowers - $40, Narthex Flowers - 

$30, Sanctuary Candle - $10. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD……. 
 

Foundations of the Episcopal Church 
and of the Faith 

 

Saturday: June 1st:   

Another opportunity for any Adult. 

 Join us for a one day seminar, Foundations of the 

Episcopal Church and of the Faith Saturday, June 

1st from 9am to 2pm. The Seminar is meant for 

those who have come to the Episcopal Church from 

other traditions. We explore a little of the history of 

the church, our beliefs, the way we are structured 

and are governed, and current topics of interest.  

The day is informal, with plenty of time for 

questions and discussion. A light breakfast and 

lunch are provided. It all takes place in the Parish 

House (where we hold Coffee Hour on Sundays), 

While the course does not obligate you to become a 

"formal" member, if you choose to be confirmed or 

received by the Bishop when he visits us on June 

30th this class will prepare you for that step. We are 

wonderfully blessed at Christ Church with a 

congregation that comes from many diverse 

traditions and faith experiences.  Please RSVP so 

we can better prepare the meals, handouts, etc. 

 

And yet another opportunity…. 
 

Fr. Bill Noble will be holding a class at St. James, 

Long Branch, on Monday evenings beginning June 

3
rd

 for any former Roman Catholics who are 

interested in learning about the differences between 

the Roman Catholic and Episcopal Church.  You 

can attend one or all of these seminars.  Mother Lisa 

will be one of his presenters later in June.  See 

Mother Lisa for more information on these classes 

or call Fr. Bill at St. James.  

Enter the Parish House through the door in the 

Church Parking lot.  

 
Youth Sunday – June 9th 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SAVE THE DATE!    Youth Sunday is June 9.  Be 

sure to attend this festive service which honors our 

Children & Youth!  Sundaes to follow at coffee 

hour.   
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Mass on the Grass 
Beginning Saturday, June 8th at 5pm, Christ Church 

will again be holding service outside in the back 

strip of the parking lot. Mass on the Grass is Holy 

Eucharist with a casual setting.  Bring your own 

lawn chair! The music, liturgy, and dress will all be 

less formal than what you will find on a Sunday 

morning. An altar is set up at the south end of the 

little strip at the back of our parking lot waiting 

your arrival. This service is meant for all the family; 

bring a blanket for the kids to sit on, and a toy or 

two, as well. We will provide everything else, even 

the bug spray. 

 
Service Schedule change -  Please note:  
 

Saturday evening outdoor services begin on June 

8
th. 

@ 5pm. 
 

On Sunday, June 9
th

 we will have ONE service only 

at 10am (Youth Sunday) 
 

We will begin our Sunday morning Summer 

Service Schedule on June 16
th

 – ONE service only 

at 9am – Father’s Day 

 

 
CHRIST CHURCH  

ANNUAL Flea Market 

Saturday, June 8, 9am -3pm  

Sunday, June 9, (time tbd) 
 

  GET READY Christ Church 

Parishioners…It’s that time again for the Christ 

Church Flea Market.  We are in need of a Chair 

Person and Team Members. We will need lots of 

help - setting/organizing, working the event, clean-

up crew.   Once we have a team we will be 

accepting new clothing, furniture (not heavy), 

kitchen items, household items, pet needs(new), 

Jewelry, Antiques, Specialty Items for the Curiosity 

Shop.  Also Linens, tools, toys (like new).  No 

stuffed animals please.  Up to date electronics.  

BAKED GOODS from our great bakers will be 

welcome to sell.  We always do so well with this 

sale.  Please call the office with any questions OR 

to volunteer.  We CAN NOT begin to accept 

donations until we have a Chair Person!  

NEW BURIAL / NEW BIRTH 
 

 
 

In March Cynthia Crowley was interred in our 

graveyard to join her husband who had died 41 

years earlier. Ms. Crowley was actively involved in 

the parish many years ago including being a 

member of our St Gregory’s choir. This burial was 

accompanied by the installation of a gravestone for 

both Robert and Cynthia. This simple gravemarker 

is beautiful and evocative with the message of the 

sailboat and the Latin phrase that translates roughly 

to “Laws without morals are in vain.” 

 

 
2018 Christ Church Community Garden Plot 
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CEILING RESTORATION PLAN 
 

At the April Vestry meeting, the vestry voted to 

restore the peeling ceiling per the recommendation 

of our consultant Jablonski Building Conservation. 

This recommendation calls for the removal all the 

paint on the peeling metal ceiling with required lead 

abatement plus repainting using the same color as 

today. This major project will be undertaken by 

Charles Hembling & Son of Shrewsbury. Hembling 

has worked on our church previously in the 1992 

Heritage program. 
 

The work will be done beginning in July and will 

take about 6 weeks. During this construction work 

the church will be unavailable for services and these 

will be conducted in the parish house. This is what 

was done in 1997 for a much longer time during the 

re-stabilization project. 
 

More information will be provided as we approach 

the July construction date. For any questions contact 

the project manager, Bob Kelly. 

 

INSURANCE CLAIM SETTLEMENTS 
 

Two insurance claims that we have submitted have 

been settled.  One was for serious damage to three 

gravemarkers that seem to be due to some criminal 

mischief (vandalism). Insurance covers up to $1000 

per gravestone with no deductible. The repair cost 

for two of the gravemarkers is over $1000 and the 

third will cost $730. As a result, we will receive 

$2730. The second claim is for the large white oak 

branch that fell in a windstorm and severely 

damaged one gravemarker. We are receiving the 

full cost of the branch removal ($350) and $1000 

toward the repair of the damaged gravemarker for a 

total of $1350. The tree branch has been removed 

and the gravestones will be restored at the same 

time as the gravestone restoration grant work this 

year. 

 

GRAVESTONE  

RESTORATION GRANT 
  

In the week of April 29th, Peaceable Kingdom will 

begin restoration of x gravemarkers under the 

contract the parish has signed with them. Peaceable 

Kingdom is run by Peter and Beth Woolley who 

have been partners with us for many years on 

graveyard work. This restoration work will take 

several weeks and will not interfere with church 

activities. However, a small section of the parking 

lot will be taped off for storage of some of their 

equipment. 
 

Two of the stones that will be restored are part of 

the Croes plot. These have toppled and will be set 

upright. At the same time, we will be restoring the 

stone post and metal railing border of the plot. We 

are also redoing the landscaping in the grave plot 

which had become overgrown. The horticultural 

work is being addressed by Nancy Stewart and 

Walter Dein. The plot has been cleaned out and 

readied for replanting. These before and after 

photos show the major efforts so far by Nancy and 

Walter. 
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THE PROPERTY COMMISSION 
 

One of the four major multi-year goals that the 

leadership of the parish has recently set is to 

improve the Maintenance of our Property. This is 

challenging both because of the monies required 

and the persistent diligence and vigilance of 

property work to be done. This is a similar 

challenge a home owner faces, but the church has 

three buildings, two of which are historic, and two 

pieces of property. (An overview of maintenance 

issues is discussed in the Note from the Senior 

Warden in this issue of the Crown.) 

 

We have begun the work on this important goal by 

recognizing the value of organization and process in 

property management. This has led to two steps. 

One is the formation of a Property Commission 

whose charter is to oversee the various activities 

associated with regular maintenance and special 

projects. The Property Commission meets monthly 

to review status of existing projects, identify any 

new ones, estimate costs and effort, and to prioritize 

these projects. The current members of the Property 

Commission are Walter Dein, George Edwards, Jeff 

Veil, and Bob Kelly. 

 

The second step taken was to create a spreadsheet 

of all property projects from small to very large. 

The Property Commission uses this to review and 

update projects at its monthly meetings. Each item 

includes a description, a priority, an estimated cost, 

a schedule, and an “owner” of the item. A full list of 

projects is posted on the parish house bulletin 

board. 

 

How can parishioners help? One is to become a 

member of the Property Commission. Another is to 

volunteer for projects, in general or specifically, 

noting your skill sets or project types you would 

like to help with. A second is to report any issues 

you see that should be addressed by the Property 

Commission. For both of these, please contact any 

member of the Property Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings Shared 
Parish Finance Update 

March, 2019 

 
 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a 

net deficit of ($9757). This is primarily due 

to the fact that 2019 pledges paid in 2018 

have not yet been moved into the 2019 

operating budget. 

2. Our current budget shows that our total 

income is ($705) less than budgeted year to 

date. 

3. Our current expenses are running ($590) 

more than budgeted. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is $3347 more than 

budgeted. 

5. The current deficit is ($1294) more than 

budgeted. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ 

Church. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Regiec & Beverlee Akerblom - Treasurer 

 

 

 
 

Category Actual Budget 
$ Over 
Budget 

Plate       $ 490.00        $ 334.00     $ 156.00  

Pledge  $ 45,221.00   $ 41,874.00   $ 3,347.00  

Total 
Income  $ 51,004.00   $ 51,709.00   $ (705.00) 

Total 
Expense   $ 60,761.00   $ 60,172.00   $ 589.00  

Net 
Income  $ (9,757.00)  $ (8,463.00)  $ (1,294.00) 
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Did You Know…?   

Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                                  Parish Historian 
  

Did You Know……..  
 

that Robert Smith was the architect of our current church building.  Robert Smith (1722-1777) was born in 

Scotland and immigrated to the Philadelphia area. He became a prominent architect and builder involved with 

such well-known structures as Philadelphia’s Carpenter’s Hall, Christ Church Philadelphia, and Nassau Hall 

Princeton. His involvement with our church was not known until the latter part of the 20
th

 century. The identity 

of the architect was based upon a phrase in the 1769 Builder’s agreement that directed the builders to adhere to 

the designs of Mr. Smith of Philadelphia.  (“… the building of the Church shall be carried on, and that the Roof  

&c shall be framed according to the draught of Mr. Smith of Philadelphia.” ) The long-held belief was that this 

referred to the Reverend Dr. William Smith, a Philadelphia prelate and Provost of the College of Philadelphia, 

who also had involvement in various building projects there. However, in the 1970s a researcher was in touch 

with our Reverend Edward Story indicating his belief that the Mr. Smith referred to was instead Robert Smith. 

In a private correspondence with Fr. Story he expressed this view but indicated that proper proof was required. 

Joseph Hammond, an architectural historian and instrumental in our church’s being placed on the National 

Register of Historic Places, identified similarities between Robert Smith’s work in Philadelphia and the 

architecture of our church. In particular the roof truss, that allowed the building to have no internal supporting 

columns, and the cupola, were signatures of Robert Smith. Furthermore, our rector at the time, the Reverend 

Samuel Cooke, attended meetings of Episcopal prelates in Philadelphia when Robert Smith was active and 

when Reverend Cooke knew he had to construct a good size building.  

 

Unfortunately, no architectural plans for our church are known to exist. The plans that the vestry did review did 

cause a stir. Josiah Holmes, a prominent church leader disagreed with the design free of interior columns and 

resigned from the vestry when that design was approved. Holmes referred to the design as “gimcrackery”. 

 

Clearly this design has served us well, with only massive roof loading, well beyond any original design 

stipulations, requiring repairs over 220 years later. We owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. (Robert) Smith of 

Philadelphia and Reverend Cooke for his foresight and perseverance in choosing the best design. 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 
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GRAVEYARD 2019 
 

 
 

When I first arrived at Christ Church in 1979, and for many years afterward, I would walk through the 

graveyard without actually “seeing” it. One would think it should make an impression since it occupies most of 

our 1.6-acre property. Moreover, there were the three trips through the graveyard each Sunday: parking lot to 

church, church to parish house, parish house to parking lot. At first it was interesting, different but then it faded 

into anonymous familiarity. I became more knowledgeable about it as part of the Historic Objects Exhibit for 

our parish tercentenary celebration in 2002. Over the next years I became more knowledgeable about the 

graveyard as parish historian, but this was with databases and genealogy information and other electronic and 

paper records. I rarely had to physically visit the graveyard. Even the Costumed Graveyard Tours that began in 

2003 involved genealogy and theater that happened to be about the graveyard in a very selective way. It was not 

until the gravestone restoration work began as part of the Sandy grants and then the current Gravestone 

Restoration grant that I have become truly aware of this beautiful, historic gem.  

 

I have come to believe that the richness, beauty, and multidimensional characteristics of our graveyard are 

impossible to fully convey in words and pictures. One has to wander through it on a beautiful spring day and 

absorb it to really appreciate it and to make one’s own discoveries of its specialness and how it speaks to you. 

Nonetheless I am going to try to entice you to meet the graveyard for yourself by providing some language and 

photos. The graveyard like most others is a burying ground for souls whose presence is marked by a gravestone 

with their names inscribed on those markers. The markers themselves are treasures made of a variety of 

materials in a wide range of sizes, shapes, and types including slate, brown sandstone, white sandstone, marble, 

and granite. The inscriptions vary considerably especially changing during the 300 years of the burying 

ground’s existence. This leads to remarkable artistry and sacred and secular quotes, some quite moving and 

some startling to a modern visitor. The graves are laid out roughly in a pattern of rows that vary to 

accommodate the church building and walkway. Yet there are still many violations of this grid-like arrangement 

that are often charming in an imperfect world. There are even more “imperfections” that can initially be viewed 

as unfortunate, but many add to the charm of this wonderful place. These are the stones that are leaning, the 

markers covered with lichen, and stones that have toppled with age and years in the acid rain and the New 

Jersey weather. Some of these are being addressed with the grant monies. 

 

Then there are the individuals buried here, many of whom have remarkable stories. Even when individuals have 

lived quiet family lives in this church community, the surnames across the graveyard tell a story of the church 

and the wider public arena. More recent interments of people we have known at church are special. I think of 

MiMi and Gordon Brown cleaning the gravestone of their good friend Andree Lucantoni. An undying 

connection. 

 

There are also special characteristics of the graveyard including the foliage especially the enormous yew tree, 

the ancient white oak, the heritage roses, and the riot of daffodils in the early Spring. 
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To entice you further here are some photos illustrating some of the observations above. 

 

To have an introduction to the special nature of this space, you should consider attending one or more of the 

numerous events we are holding this year to celebrate the graveyard’s 300
th

 birthday. There are two this month 

as shown in the flyer in this issue of the Crown. You could also use the Self-Guided Tour brochure created last 

year by the team of Monmouth University students to explore the graveyards many delights. 
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Parish Historian, Senior Warden, Cemetery Chairperson,  

Bob Kelly 
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May 2019 
 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 
(unless otherwise 

noted) 

 

Office OPEN 

Casey IN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 
9:30AM – 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

7-9PM – Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

2 
Casey OFF 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

3 
Casey OFF 

Office ClOSED 

Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

4 
10AM 

 Cemetery Tour 
 

10AM – 5PM 

Weekend  
Old Monmouth 

 

5 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

Church School* 

11AM 

Youth Group Prime 
Confirmation Prep 

 

12noon-3PM 
Weekend  

Old Monmouth 

6 
Office closed 

 

ML+ @ EFM 

Training Retreat 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

7 
 

 

ML+ @ EFM 

Training Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
9:30AM – 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM – Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

  

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

10 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

5PM GFS 

Mother/Daughter 

Retreat Weekend 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

11 
 

10am-4pm 
2nd Saturday 

Workday 

 

 

12 
Mother’s Day 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

Church School* 

 

13 
Office closed 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

6:15PM 

EFM 

 

14 
 
 

7-9PM 

Alfano P.H. Rental 

15 
9:30AM – 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

7-9PM – Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

16 
 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

17 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

Covenant House 

Sleep Out  

Asbury Park 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

18 
 

 

10AM 
Costumed 

Graveyard tour 

19 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist   

Church School* 
 

11AM 

Youth Group Prime 

Confirmation Prep 

 

20 
Office closed 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

6:15PM 

EFM 

7:00PM 

VestryMeeting 

 

 

21 
 
 

 

 

 

 

22 
9:30AM – 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

24 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist & 

Memorial Day Service 

honoring Veterans 

 

 

Church School* 

27 
 

Office closed 

 
6:15PM 

EFM 
 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

29 
9:30AM - 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

 

 

30 

 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir   

Rehearsal  

 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

*CHURCH SCHOOL  • 9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade)  
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Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 
 

VESTRY 2019 
 

Robert Kelly – Senior Warden,  
James O’Connor – Junior Warden 

Walter Burrell 
Stephen Craven – I.T. 

Connie Goddard 
Jamie Green – Parish Life 

Edgar John 
Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 

Dianne Regiec - Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 
 

 
Treasurer - Beverlee Akerblom 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

              

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

