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 Your Presence is Requested 
to join us for the 

 

 
 

250th Anniversary of our Church Building 

300th Anniversary of our Graveyard 
 

Sunday, June 30th at 10:00am 
 

Celebrant: The Right Reverend William (Chip) Stokes, 

XII Bishop of New Jersey  
 

Music:  by The St. Gregory’s Choir  

and MadRegalia 
 

Luncheon to follow 

children are especially welcome! 
RSVP at 732-741-2220 or christchurchshrewsbury@verizon.net 

 



“It is a wondrous, exhilarating, frightening, joyous, awesome time to be the Church.” 
The Right Reverend William H. (Chip) Stokes, XII Bishop of New Jersey 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

The Bishop is coming! The Bishop is coming! We are greatly anticipating his visit, which is part of the 

celebration of both the 250th anniversary of the erection of our church building and the 300th anniversary of our 

graveyard. I am certain that his message to us on that day will be something of what he wrote in his blog, “It is a 

wondrous, exhilarating, frightening, joyous, awesome time to be the Church,” for those words are certainly true! 

The work of the church has perhaps never been so important and so needed as it is for us at this juncture in our 

history. We celebrate our history and the faith that has been passed down to us, but oh, how we look forward to 

the work our Lord has before us! 

 

Preparations are well underway for this event, and you will be learning more about them as the time draws near. 

The service itself will include confirmations and receptions into the Episcopal Church. Music will be performed 

by both our own Saint Gregory’s Choir and MadRegalia, with pieces that will span the history of our presence 

here on the corner of Sycamore and Broad. I am delighted that Sue Napoletano and the Church School are 

working on their own little “history” - a special book composed and illustrated by our children, which they will 

present to the Bishop during the course of the service.  A delicious catered luncheon will be served following 

the service, and we look forward to all of our members and friends joining us in fellowship and sharing with 

Bishop Chip all that we love, hope, and dream for our church.  

 

But there is more to the day than even the special liturgy and what we do in anticipation of our Bishop’s visit. 

He also comes prepared and he comes with a mission to us: He comes to encourage us in our ministry. He 

comes to learn something of who we are as a community of faith and what we are doing both within our parish 

and out in the world. He comes to share with us something of the greater vision of the Episcopal Church in the 

Diocese of New Jersey, of which we are all a part. I am excited that we have several adults who will be 

confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church on that day – and of course, if you would like to be in that 

number, do talk to me about attending our “Foundations of the Episcopal Church” Seminar on Saturday, June 

1st.  

 

What is your part in all of this? First, mark your calendar! We want you to be here with us.  For we are not fully 

Christ Church without you. Second, invite your family and friends. It is not often that we celebrate two 

anniversaries; it is a wonderful opportunity to invite others to see what this faith is about. Third, you can help 

us get ready….by volunteering to set up, by offering to serve at the altar or as ushers and greeters. Talk to Bob 

Kelly about projects in the graveyard; in the next few weeks we will be working hard to get everything “just so” 

before the big day. Lastly, I would like to direct your attention to one of the bulletin boards in the Parish House. 

On it is posted the question, “Where did you encounter God this week?” There are post-it notes on the board 

and a pen is hanging, ready to go. As you make your way through your week, do consider where you have 

encountered God: in the smile of a child? The embrace of a parishioner? The beauty of a piece of music? The 

sun warm on your back? Come Sunday, do jot down your thoughts. It is one way we share who we are and the 

spirituality that steadies us on our journey together.   

 

I am so looking forward to this special anniversary and the presence of our Bishop as we celebrate. His  words 

are ringing  in my ear: It IS a wondrous, exhilarating, frightening, joyous, awesome time to be the Church. 

Especially to be Christ Church.  

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 



NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

 

In last month’s Note from the Senior Warden, I addressed the issue of dangers to our property, especially our 

historic church, and what we can or should do to prevent these dangers or mitigate their occurrence. This 

examination was triggered by the terrible fire at Notre Dame cathedral in Paris. 

 

These dangers were partitoned into natural wear and tear and specific events. Last month I dealt with the former 

and this month I want to touch on the latter. 

 

Specific events include man-made and natural occurrences. Natural disasters would be storms like Sandy or 

lightening. Examples of man-made occurrences would be failing to properly extinguish candles used for service 

or criminal activity like vandalism or arson. Both of these types of occurrences call for preventative measures 

and post-event responses. 

 

For severe storms a key element is that all components of the structure to be in as good a condition as feasible in 

order to weather the storm. Another is to have  an awareness of developing vulnerabilities. Examples of 

preventative steps would be performing major projects in a timely fashion including roof replacement, exterior 

painting, foundation maintenance, and windows restoration. Damage due to Sandy at the church was limited 

due to the roof being replaced twenty years ago and the stained glass windows restored around the same time. 

Such timely execution of major projects likley made a difference. Another example of a potential catastrophe 

was the failing of the timber beams supporting the roof in the church in the mid 1990s. The cracking of the 

beams, due to roof loading, was forunately discovered when the area was being examined related to the hanging 

of the (then) new center chandelier. Immediate action (at great expense) prevented the roof from falling into the 

nave. The lesson here is the value of periodic inspections of all physical components of the structure to catch 

possible impending disasters before the conditions truly worsen.In cases in which disasters cannot be (fully) 

prepared for, property insurance is key to mitigating the financial impact of these events. This was the case in 

the 1997 re-stabilization of the building.  

 

Accidental man-made occurrences cannot be completely eliminated – we are all human. However, having and 

following a specific set of procedures would help minimize these. One example is that upon leaving the church 

following service on Sunday, a person is assigned the check list of tasks like ensuring all lights are off and all 

candles extinguished. This brings us to the Notre Dame scenario in which a fire is not prevented and must be 

responded to. In the case of fire, there needs to be a well understood procedure to address such an occurrence. 

This will vary depending upon the nature of the fire and how it was discovered. This article cannot go into the 

many fire scenarios. But let us take one that is a likely scenario. In this case fire does break out and is detected 

by our smoke detectors which automatically notify the fire and police departments. These units respond with the 

police almost certainly arriving first since the fire department is all-volunteer and they must muster at the fire 

house and then leave for the fire. What happens next will depend upon the exact location and extent of the fire, 

but one aspect is to ensure that the church and the emergency response teams agree on the steps that could be 

taken. One element is the removal of priceless artifacts like the Vinegar Bible. (This was done in the Notre 

Dame fire response.) To ensure that the emergency response organizations and the church have a mutual 

understanding of the responses, what is expected of the church and their knowledge of the layout of the church, 

we are holding meetings with the responsible Shrewsbury emergency groups especially the fire and police. This 

will set an expectation of response and to identify any specific preventative measures the parish should take.  

The fire that was started in our church’s cupola by the 1905 lightning strike came at a fortuitous time. It 

occurred in the early afternoon when no one was in the church but there were people around who responded 

upon noticing the event. The church is occupied only a small percentage of the time during the week. Fire can 

begin at any time and that time might be in the middle of the night. So, a well- orchestrated response is critical. 

 

Senior Warden, Bob Kelly 

 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us know so 

we can also keep our records/database up to date.  

Please send us an email or call the Church Office at 

732-741-2220.  
 

Congratulation on your retirement… 
The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg, Episcopal 

News Service’s senior editor and reporter, has 

announced to Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and 

other colleagues her intention to retire July 1. If 

anyone would like to send her a card or personal 

note her address is: PO Box 217, Bradley Beach, NJ 

07720 

 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. If you would like a person to be added, simply call 
the Church Office and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble:  *Shirley, *Mignon Williams, *Cassie 

Reagan, *John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, 

*Brother Richard, *Jim Miller, *Beverly Ryser, 

*Ruthann Zeak, *Judi Buncher, *Craig Cambeis, 

*Carolyn, *MiMi Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan 

Van Valkenburg, *Michele Gregos, *Tara Dunford, 

*Paul, John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Ruth Roth, 

Stan Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, 

Julie, Antonia Malone, Heather Lance, Pat and Bob 

Rivenes, Cindy and John Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea 

Gallagher, Richard Grosser, Vieux, Judy, Burt, Bob 

Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, Alicia Binn, Ben 

Gizzi, Savita and Farshid, Friedman Family, Mark 

Rohrbaugh, Peedy, Gil, Edie, Julia, Marlene, Leslie 

Sauber. May they be relieved of their distress.  

 

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.  May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

For those who have died:  Loren James, Jessie 

Eisel, Joan Hughan, Robert Apruzzese. May they 

rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 
to Nancy Stewart for helping with the Easter week 

bulletins (apologies for being omitted from the list 

in our May issue). 

 

To Robin Blair, Nancy Stewart, and Walter Dein, 

for their help in purchasing and planting the 2 new 

Azaleas at the front walkway into church.  The 

Azaleas are deep pink and a re-blooming type that 

bloom in the spring and again summer into fall.  

They are supposed to grow 3.5-4.5 feet tall and 3-4 

feet wide.  This planting was done at the suggestion 

of Mother Lisa and Bob Kelly. 

 

to Bob Kelly and Jamie Green for overseeing the 

Christ Church participation again this year with 

“Weekend in Old Monmouth”.  Thank you to all our 

Docents.  

 

to Walter Dein for steam cleaning the carpeting on 

the stairs and landing in the Parish house.    

 

to Stuart and Judi Buncher for their portrayals 

(dressed in full period attire) and participation once 

again in our Memorial Day Service  
 
 

to               PROPERTY COMMISSION 

ACCESS RAMP RAILING 

Many thanks to Walter Dein and George Edwards 

for their substantial effort in scraping and painting 

the railing on the church access ramp. The railing is 

about 100 feet in length and had not been so treated 

in the 20+ years since its installation. A full 

Saturday’s worth of effort. 

 

 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

Foundations of the Episcopal Church 
and of the Faith 

 

Saturday: June 1st:   

Any interested Adult is invited to join us for a one 

day seminar, Foundations of the Episcopal Church 

and of the Faith Saturday, June 1st from 9am to 

2pm. The Seminar is meant for those who have 

come to the Episcopal Church from other traditions. 

We explore a little of the history of the church, our 

beliefs, the way we are structured and are governed, 

and current topics of interest.  The day is informal, 

with plenty of time for questions and discussion. A 

light breakfast and lunch are provided. It all takes 

place in the Parish House (where we hold Coffee 

Hour on Sundays), While the course does not 

obligate you to become a "formal" member, if you 

choose to be confirmed or received by the Bishop 

when he visits us on June 30th this class will 

prepare you for that step. We are wonderfully 

blessed at Christ Church with a congregation that 

comes from many diverse traditions and faith 

experiences.  Please RSVP so we can better prepare 

the meals, handouts, etc. 

 

A similar opportunity…. 
 

Fr. Bill Noble will be holding a class at St. James, 

Long Branch, on Monday evenings beginning June 

3
rd

 for any former Roman Catholics who are 

interested in learning about the differences between 

the Roman Catholic and Episcopal Church.  You 

can attend one or all of these seminars.  Mother Lisa 

will be one of his presenters later in June.  See 

Mother Lisa for more information on these classes 

or call Fr. Bill at St. James.  

Enter the Parish House through the door in the 

Church Parking lot.  

 

 Don’t forget   

Sunday, June 16 

Mass on the Grass 

Saturday Evenings @ 5:00PM 

Begins: Saturday, June 8th 

 (counts for Sunday!) 

Saturday Evenings at 5pm, beginning June 8th, 
Christ Church will be holding service outside in the 

back strip of the parking lot.   Mass on the Grass is 

Holy Eucharist with a casual setting.  Bring your 

own lawn chair! The music, liturgy, and dress will 

all be less formal than what you will find on a 

Sunday morning. An altar is set up at the south end 

of the little strip at the back of our parking lot 

waiting your arrival. This service is meant for all 

the family; bring a blanket for the kids to sit on, and 

a toy or two, as well. We provide everything else, 

even the bug spray.   Rain or Shine! We move inside 

to the Parish house if it rains! 

 

Youth Sunday  
Sunday, June 9

th
 10AM 

Please note: There will be only ONE 

service on June 9
th

 (NO 8am service)  
Plan to be there to support our children & youth. 

Sundaes will be served!!! 
ALL ACOLYTES ARE INVITED TO VEST 

FOR THIS SERVICE 

 

 

Summer Service 

Schedule 

Begins: Sunday, June 16 

9:00 AM Service only 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  JUNE 30
TH

 

WHEN THE BISHOP VISITS  

WE WILL HAVE ONE 

SERVICE ONLY AT 10:00 AM 
Luncheon to follow! 

Kindly RSVP to office 

 

 



2
nd

 Saturday Workday  

Due to our Side Walk Sale Saturday, June 

8
th

, there will be NO Second Saturday 

Workday in JUNE.  Your help at the Sale 

instead would be most appreciated!  
 Walter Dein, Second Saturday Chair Person 

 

 
 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL – BIG NEWS 
 

Only two classes left before Youth Sunday at 10 am 

on June 9 – Sunday May 26 and June 2.  We’ll be 

making special presentations for Youth Sunday 

which also happens to be Pentecost this year – and 

for the Bishop’s Visit on June 30. We need and 

want all hands on deck!   BIG DOINGS 

HAPPENING!     
 

Don’t forget - come dressed in RED!  And be 

ready to feast on some delicious ice cream sundaes 

during coffee hour! 

 

Faithfully - Sue Nap  

Church School Director  

 

GFS: Girls Friendly Society News 
We had a wonderful Mother/daughter retreat at 

Murray Grove over Mother’s Day Weekend. The 

Reverend Kathleen Bishop led us in yoga, stretches, 

and meditation. Thirteen girls and moms from three 

different chapters of GFS were present. The best 

part of our retreat is simply the time to relax, enjoy 

good food, good fellowship, singing around the 

campfire with our mothers, daughters, and friends.  

 

The next event for GFS is our week in Cape May, 

which takes place July 20 – 27. The theme for the 

Camp is “Jesus: Lord of the Dance”. Along with 

learning about who Jesus was and is, we look 

forward to our time at the shore and the community 

of girls gathered there. If you would like 

information about attending GFS Camp, contact 
the church office. 

Youth Mission from St. Martin’s, 

Bridgewater 
It is not often that WE are a destination stop for a 

mission group. But we are! The Youth Group from 

St. Martin’s, Bridgewater, NJ somehow discovered 

us – and the history of this place. They want to be a 

part of it. They are arriving on Saturday morning, 

June 22nd to work on the restoration work of our 

graveyard. Just in time for the Bishop’s visit the 

following week! We are inviting our own youth to 

join them that morning for sprucing up the 

graveyard, and then they will join us for “Mass on 

the Grass” that evening.  

 

Youth Group Prime 
Summer is here, the atmosphere is a little more 

relaxed, but we have some fun things ahead of us! 

Our Youth will be joining the Youth from St. 

Martin’s, Bridgewater on Saturday June 22nnd for a 

day of cleaning the stones in the graveyard, 

followed by lunch. Meet in the Parish Hall between 

9:00am and 9:30am! For one Sunday in July and 

one in August we are setting up visits to other 

places of worship. Stay tuned for the latest details! 

 

Office hours In June/July 
Casey will be on vacation beginning June 27

th
 and 

will return on Tuesday, July 9
th

.  There will be 

minimal coverage for her during this time. Please 

refer to the monthly calendar in this newsletter.  

Please be sure to call the office before coming in.   

 

EGGS-CELLENT NEWS 
I’m pleased to announce that $521.00 was raised 

this year. Imagine what we can do next year when 

we have more time to sell? Let’s dwell in that 

possibility! Thanks to all who bought and sold.  

If you’ve got a hankering for more there are still 

some available at discount prices:  $1.00 each. You 

can find them in the fridge in the Parish House.  

HONOR System in place. 

 
Please remember your pledge  

during the summer 
With the summer months coming, our income 

usually drops which puts a strain on finances and 

our ability to cover our expenses. Please remember 

to send in your pledge if you are going to be away 

on vacation.  Simply mail it in!  Thank you. 



 

 
 

 

“Those Who Serve” and Summer Schedules 

We will be finalizing the July/August lay ministry 

schedules the first week in June. In an effort to try 

to make sure all the ministries are covered during 

the summer months we ask that you look over your 

schedules NOW and inform us of any dates you 

and your family will NOT BE available. If we 

know in advance we will be able to eliminate the 

process of finding replacements! 

 

Those Who Serve 

 Help Wanted!! 
 

We are always looking for additional lay ministers 

to serve at our worship!  Have you ever considered 

it?  Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers, Lectors, and Chalice 

Bearers, ALL play very important roles in our 

services. The more lay ministers we have, the less 

often one individual has to serve! We would like to 

have enough volunteers so that each lay minister 

would only have to serve once a month!  If you 

have any questions or would like to join any one of 

our teams, please talk to Mother Lisa or call the 

office.  Looking forward to talking to you! 

 

"LETTUCE" Be Thankful! 
Community Garden Update 

 

 
 

Did you know that lettuce is fun and easy to grow? 

Although lettuce grows faster in full sun it is one of 

the few vegetables that tolerate some shade. 

You can grow lots of lettuce in a small space, even 

a container! 

 

Christ Church has just donated Two 2 gallon bags 

of fresh garden grown lettuce to Martha's Cupboard. 

As the weather heats up hopefully our Christ 

Church Garden Plot will be producing more 

delicious fresh items. 

 

If you are interested in getting involved in our 

growing ministry or would just like to visit the plot, 

contact Kim Roberts-Honecker 732 530-7451 

or kimroberts05@gmail.com 

http://shade.you/
http://shade.you/
mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com


COSTUMED GRAVEYARD TOUR 

 
The parish held its famous Costumed Graveyard 

Tour on May 18
th

. This was the second of the 

multiple events celebrating the graveyard’s 300
th

 

anniversary in 2019. (The first event, the Guided 

Graveyard Tour, was held on May 5
th

 as reported 

elsewhere in this issue of the Crown. The Costumed 

Graveyard Tour has members of the Church’s Dead 

Actors’ Guild standing beside the gravemarker of 

Notable Figures interred here and telling their 

stories. This is the cast for this event: 
 

William Leeds portrayed by Jamie Green 
 

E C Hazard portrayed by Gordon Brown 
 

Benjamin Lippincott portrayed by Bob Honecker 
 

Graham Kearney Cooke portrayed by  

Patrice Thornton 
 

William McDonald portrayed by Ryan Radice 
 

Mary Finch portrayed by Cassandra Reagan 
 

Louis deCoppet portrayed by Robert Maber 
 

Louise Jost portrayed by Judi Buncher 
 

The Guide portrayed by Stuart Buncher 
 

About 40 tourists experienced the tour on a 

gorgeous spring Saturday morning. Afterwards 

many of the visitors entered the church to view this 

historic structure and associated artifacts.  
 

Another Costumed Graveyard Tour will be 

performed on August 17
th

 at 10 am. 
 

 

“It takes a village to raise a child” 

 
*Queeni Caay, sponsored by Christ Church in her 

college studies report –  

 

From Queeni Quay… 

To all the members of the Christ Church 

Shrewsbury, I would like to show my gratitude to 

all of you in this letter for your never-ending care 

and support to me. We are oceans apart from each 

other, but all of you never hesitated to help me in 

times that I needed help.  I am so much thankful to 

the rector of the church Mother Lisa, for always 

keeping in touch with me and have been constantly 

checking on me to know if all goes well. Thank you 

so much for agreeing to support my dormitory 

expenses every month, with that I can now go back 

to school and continue my studies.  This is a 

blessing in disguise for me: I thought I could not 

continue with school anymore because I needed to 

work for my family, and my current job in a coffee 

shop isn't enough to support both school and family. 

I see how God works in everything, and how 

everything has fallen into its place. I was given 

another chance again to be able to reach my dreams. 

All of this will never be possible without the 

support and the encouragement you all gave me. 

Even when I am at my darkest times, Mother Lisa 

never fails to give me courage and faith. You don't 

know how happy I am right now, because I am very 

eager and excited to continue my studies and finish 

the course I have taken. I plan to continue working 

part-time when I will go back to school next 

semester so I have money I can use for 

miscellaneous expenses. I will also use this summer  

to seek a government scholarship that can help 

cover my tuition. I owe so much to you, and give 

gratitude to God in my prayers. I am sure God will 

shower you with blessings and will grant you 

happiness in life.  

 

Thank you so much!  

Sincerely,  

Queeni 

 

 

 

 



Weekend in Old Monmouth 

WOM’s Numbers and People 
 

One and 105.  

Ten and 17.  

Sixteen and 250. 
 

No, these numbers don’t constitute a math quiz. 

Rather, they are key data points from Christ 

Church’s 2019 participation in the Monmouth 

County Historical Commission’s annual Weekend 

in Old Monmouth (WOM), held May 4 and 5. 

 

As in previous years, church volunteers set up 

exhibits inside the church displaying historic objects 

such as the original orb that crowned the steeple of 

our current 250-year-old church building. We 

highlighted our 302-year-old copy of the ‘Vinegar’ 

Bible and our 1738 charter from King George II.  

 

 
 

We also set out artwork and photos depicting the 

interior and exterior of the church through the 

centuries, and displayed church historian Bob 

Kelly’s fabulous collection of historic postcards 

featuring Christ Church and Shrewsbury’s Four 

Corners through the years. 
 

Special thanks to the 17 parishioners were docents 

for our visitors, directing them to our Church’s 

architecture and art, answering questions and 

serving as welcoming hosts. In a sign of their 

interest, 10 of our visitors signed up for our history 

email list. 

 

 
 

For the first time this year, we set up a viewing 

station where visitors could watch our latest videos 

(also on the Church website) depicting the history 

and beauty of the Vinegar Bible and our stained-

glass windows. Also new this year: Connie Goddard 

created a photo montage that was prominently 

displayed near the front of the church showing how 

Christ Church remains a vibrant parish. 

 

We also surveyed our visitors to discover how they 

heard about Christ Church and why they were 

visiting, gleaning information that will help us 

target potential visitors (and dare I say, it, new 

parishioners?) in any future events at the church. 

Attendance rose this year—from 75 visitors last 

year to 105 this year, helped by the 17 people who 

were guided through our 300-year-old graveyard by 

Monmouth University junior Ryan Radice. Ryan is 

an informed and entertaining guide; he also 

appeared at our Costumed Graveyard Tour on May 

18 as a member of our Dead Actors Guild. 

 

 
 



A number of our guests voiced appreciation for 

Christ Church’s ongoing stewardship of our history. 

We voiced appreciation for their interest and 

handed them flyers about our series of upcoming 

events. 

 

As for those numbers mentioned at the top of this 

story: I hope you found all the references within the 

body of the article, though I omitted the ‘1’ citation. 

Why? I said Ryan Radice guided 17 visitors on his 

graveyard tour on May 4, though technically there 

were 18: the 18
th

 member of the tour group was one 

well-behaved dog. 

Jamie Green 

 

 

THE GRAVEYARD 
 

THE INFANT JONESES 
 
 

One of the special features of our graveyard is the 

set of gravemarkers of the family Jones. This 

includes the parents and twelve children. The 

parents were Aaron R. Jones (1787-1840) and 

Rebecca H. Jones (1796-1879). Two of the twelve 

children were their daughters Jerusha E. Jones 

(1836-1913) and Eleanor H. Jones (1817-1836). 

Note that Jerusha was born in the same year that her 

sister passed at the age of 18. However, the reason 

that the Jones’ family is a special feature is terribly 

sad. Aaron and Eleanor’s other ten children died 

within one year of birth. It seems likely that they all 

were born between the births of Eleanor and 

Jerusha. These two daughters were born when 

Rebecca was 21 and 40, respectively.  

 

We know little about any of the family members. 

We do know they lived in Rumson and Red Bank 

and that Jerusha, who never married, was a 

dressmaker. For the infants we do not know their 

names, if they had been given them, nor the years of 

their birth. 

 

It is hard to imagine the weight this family bore as 

child after child died in childbirth or soon after. 

Always having the hope that the next birth would be 

a joy and not a tragedy. 

 

This year, with the Gravestone Restoration Grant, 

we have been able to refurbish the ten children’s 

gravemarkers. Each gravestone had been a very 

short stub of a marker, perhaps indicative of the 

shortness of the life of these children. Each of the 

ten markers had a “J” carved on it. 

 

Here is a photo of the markers from 3 years ago. 

 

 
 

All of the markers were very dirty and one, – 

second from the left, - more recently had been 

broken.  

 

Here is a view of these gravestones restored. 

 

 
 

Note that they are all cleaner and standing taller. 

Also, the repair scar on the marker second from the 

left can be seen.  

 

Thankfully we have been able to provide a 

refreshed level of dignity to the memory of these 

children. 

 

 

 



 
 

A highlight of Christ Church’s 2019 

commemorative observance will take place at 10:00 

am on June 30
th

 as we observe the 250
th

 anniversary 

of our historic church building with a special 

celebration.  

 

The worship service will be celebrated by our 

Bishop, the Reverend William (Chip) Stokes, and 

will feature special music by St. Gregory’s Choir 

and our performing artists in residence, the five-

member vocal group MadRegalia.  

 

The a cappella group will perform sacred pieces by 

Palestrina, Billings, Stroope and Todd that align 

with the church’s history and celebrate our future.  

 

 
The a cappella vocal group MadRegalia. 

 

There will also be an exhibit of images of the 

church through the centuries in photography and art 

(see photos).  

 

Following the service, there will be a luncheon and 

reception for the Bishop, parishioners and guests at 

the Parish House on Sycamore Avenue. 

 

This event is free and open to the public. More 

information at christchurchshrewsbury.org. 

 

 

 

Samples of 250-Year-old Christ Church in  

Art and Photography 

 

 
First known artistic rendering of church, early 1800s. 

 

 
First known photograph of church, mid-1800s 

 

     
Church interior memorializing President Garfield, 1881.                  

 

     
Aerial view of church property, 1950s. 

 

 



GRAVESTONE RESTORATION GRANT 
  

Q: What is the Gravestone Restoration Grant? 

A: The GRG is a grant we received from the New Jersey Historic Trust to restore gravestones in our 300 year 

old graveyard. The grant is a 3:2 matching grant. This means that for every $3 the grant supplies we must put in 

$2. 

Q: Where do our matching funds come from? 

A: The Cemetery Investment Account that is restricted in its use to graveyard related expenditures. 

Q: How large is the total grant? 

A: The grant award is for $117,213, 

Q: How many gravestones will be restored? 

A: We originally estimated about 75 markers would be addressed. The actual number depends on the price for 

each.  

Q: Where are we now? 

Jablonski Building Conservators (JBC) has restored 16 stones with this grant money, Peaceable Kingdom has 

restored a total of 37 markers. We have identified 34 additional markers to be restored by these two firms. This 

will bring us close to what the grant financials allow. Thus, we have a new estimated total of 87. 

Q: How are damaged markers selected for restoration? 

A: Our graveyard conservator, Lorraine Schnabel, has placed the markers in need of repair into several 

categories. She then prioritizes the work in each category and submits these for pricing by the gravestone 

restoration firms. 

Q: Does the grant include work other than gravestone restoration? 

A: Yes. There was a Cleaning workshop held last October and there are electronic versions of the Self-Guided 

Tour brochure being created. 

Q: Can you tell me more about the electronic guided tours? 

A: There are three versions envisioned. One is a video version, a second is a web version and a third is a version 

available on a smart phone/tablet to be used when walking through the graveyard. 

 

 

 
 

RESTORATION WORK IN PROGRESS 

 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 



Did You Know?   
Stories of Christ Church History  

   by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

                                        Parish Historian 
 

 
Did you know that Robert Smith, the architect of our current church building, employed a modified truss design 

so as not to require interior columns. Last month this column discussed the fact that Robert Smith was found to 

be the architect of the church building. It was previously believed to be the work of a Reverend Smith of 

Philadelphia. The key element of Smith’s architectural design was a modified roof truss to allow for the church 

nave to be “in the clear”. This is that design 

 

 

 

           
 

 

The basic design was a standard one but Smith improved upon it in several ways. Without going into 

architectural detail, these involved iron straps and bolts to provide reinforcements to the wood beams. These 

were intended to provide longevity to the life of the roof truss as the structure aged. 

 

As noted last month Vestryman Josiah Holmes took exception to this design and thought it would not be 

successful. Holmes submitted an alternative design that included two rows of interior columns supporting a 

barrel-vaulted nave with galleries placed over both side aisles. This design was more consistent with current 



local practice in central Jersey. The vestry chose the Robert Smith design causing the following to be recorded 

in the vestry minutes on Easter 1769. 

 

“Josiah Holmes, not approving of the Method concluded for the building of the Church, and for divers other 

reasons, desires to be excused for serving or acting as one of the Committee for carrying out the Work, which 

request is refused him – Whereupon he thinking it too great a Hardship to be obliged and lay’d under the 

disagreeable necessity of acting against his own Reason, also thinking himself and Others ill-used &c. he 

Therefore declines and absolutely refuses to act, either as a Member of the Committee, or as a Church Warden, 

unless at least he can be better reconciled with to the Method and Proceedings, determining to have no manner 

of Concern in ordering carrying on the said Work, but to remain only a brave spectator: According to which his 

name is eras’d in the Minutes of the Vestry.” 

 

Fortunately, Josiah Holmes did not stay away for long and was instrumental in preserving the building and its 

artifacts during the Revolutionary War. 

 

The Smith roof truss design may have been key in preventing a roof collapse when the building experienced 

overloading in 1996 that required steel support beams to be inserted to supplement the timber beams. 

 

Much of the information in the article is based upon research done by Joe Hammond. 

 

 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

Parish Historian 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

April 2019 

Year to Date Totals 

 

Category Actual Budget 

$ Over (Under) 

Budget 

Plate  $ 972  $ 1,084  $ (112)  

Pledge  $ 60,806  $ 55,832   $ 4,974  

Total Income  $ 71,571   $ 70,042   $ 1,529 

Total Expense   $ 78,021  $ 78,094  $ (73)  

Net Income  $ (6,450)  $ (8,052)  $ 1,602 

 
Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a net deficit of ($6,450). This is primarily due to the fact that 

2019 pledges paid in 2018 have not yet been moved into the 2019 operating budget. 

2. Our current budget shows that our total income is $1,529 more than budgeted year to date. 

3. Our current expenses are running $73. Less than budgeted. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is $4,974 more than budgeted. 

5. The current deficit is $1,602 less than budgeted. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ Church 

Sincerely,   

David Regiec & Beverlee Akerblom - Treasurer 

Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 



   
 

On Friday, May 17
th

, Christ Church participated once again in the Covenant House Asbury Park edition "Sleep 

Out".  The sleep out was to help raise money in support of its homeless shelter and resource facility located in 

Asbury Park. The Christ Church team consisting of: Jim O’Connor (team captain), Mother Lisa, Casey Surgent, 

Peggy James, Lynn Townshend, Sarah Grady and Cheryl Laperriere raised 8,739.  The entire event had 77 

participant sleepers,  and raised a total of 111,482!  Thank you to all who donated to us personally or to the 

team.   

  

 
 

   
 
 

   



WE THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW……Christ Church has been supporting this for the past 4 years:   

 



June 2019 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

1 
 

9AM-2PM 

Adult Confirmation 

Class 
 

2 
 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

3 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

4 
 

 

 

 

5 
9:30AM – 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

6 
 

12:30-1:30PM 

Shrewsbury 4th grade 

class visit 

 

7:45PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

7 
Rector’s day off 

 

Side Walk Sale 

 set up 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting/church 

8 
9am-3:30pm 

Sidewalk Sale 
 
 

5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service 

9 
Pentecost 

YOUTH SUNDAY 

 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

 

10 
Office OPEN 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

11 
Office CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
9:30AM – 11:15AM 

Peak of the Week- P.H. 

12:30-1:30PM 

Rain date  

Shrewsbury class visit  

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

14 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

15 
 

 
5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service  

 

 

16 
FATHER’S DAY 

 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

17 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 
6:00PM 

VestryMeeting 

6:15PM 

 EFM  

18 
 

 

11AM-12:30PM 

7th grade SBS 

students 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

21 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting  

22 
 

 

 

5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service 

 

23 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

24 
Office OPEN 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group – library 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

7-9PM - Knitting Pearls     

@ Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

27 
 

Casey vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

28 
Rector’s day off 

Casey vacation 

 

Confirmation dinner 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting  

29 

 

 

 
 

5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 

Service 

 

30 

9AM 

Anniversary 

Celebration  

Holy Eucharist 

Confirmation with 

Bishop Stokes 

Reception to follow 

Casey will be on 

vacation all week 

RTW: 

 Tuesday, July 9 

There will be 

minimal office 

coverage.   

 

     

*CHURCH SCHOOL:  9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade)  

 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2019 
 

Robert Kelly – Senior Warden,  
James O’Connor – Junior Warden 

Walter Burrell 
Stephen Craven – I.T. 

Connie Goddard 
Jamie Green – Parish Life 

Edgar John 
Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 

Dianne Regiec - Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 
 

 

Treasurer - Beverlee Akerblom 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

         
The new Azalea plants                                            The newly painted railing 
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