
“If you continually give, you will continually have.” 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I love the verse quoted above. “If you continually give, you will continually have.” Actually, it is not a verse at 

all – at least not a Bible verse. I came across it one night as I was enjoying a lovely meal of Chinese take-out 

from a local restaurant. It was right there waiting for me, inside one of those crisp, golden fortune cookies. 

 

Now, I must admit that in the past few years I have found the “fortunes” placed in those delicious tidbits to be 

rather disappointing. I want them to tell me I am going to encounter a great success, find myself in an exotic 

foreign land, or come upon sudden wealth. That never seems to happen. Instead, I find myself receiving little 

tidbits of wisdom that doesn’t strike me as being so very wise.  

 

Until that night. “If you continually give, you will continually have.” It does sound like something Jesus would 

say, doesn’t it? In fact he does say much the same thing in many places: my favorite comes from Luke’s gospel: 

Give, and it will be given to you.” But Jesus doesn’t stop there. The verse continues with a telling of how it will 

be given back to you, with one description cascading over yet another:  

 

 “A good measure,  

  pressed down, 

    shaken together,  

    running over, 

      will be put into your lap;  

      for the measure you give  

       will be the measure you get back.”  

         (Luke 6.38) 

 

What we give, is always given back. And not just a stingy amount – but an overflowing amount, as overflowing 

as is God’s grace to us in Christ Jesus. I am not sure why it is that I sometimes hesitate to give to others. 

Whether it is of my time, my home, a listening ear, or actual money. For if I am called to be a follower of the 

Christ, if I believe that Christ lives in me – does that not mean that I will be as generous as Jesus?  

 

We live in a world that can be so very selfish. Inward looking. Fending only for ourselves. Every man (or 

woman) for himself (or herself). Which is why the gospel of Jesus Christ is what our world needs, why it is so 

very transformative. When we nurture a giving, generous spirit, we not only transform our very selves, we 

transform the world. I urge you to rise each day, pledging to see where you might give of yourselves and your 

resources. Give a smile, a helping hand, open your wallet and share your wealth. For it won’t really be gone – it 

will only come back. Wait and see. It will! For, “If you continually give, you will continually have.” 

 

 

 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 


