
“For Christ is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one  

and has broken down the dividing wall….”   Ephesians 2.14 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

When Paul wrote these words about Jesus, he was addressing the problem that existed between the Jews and the 

Gentiles within this congregation. It seems trying to get people on the same page has always been a challenge! 

But whatever century or decade it is, we can be assured that one of the aims of the gospel is to “break down 

dividing walls” within our society, to not just accept – but to embrace – those who are different from us. 
 

So often we think about this in terms of race. Or in terms of nationality. Or class. But there are many things that 

can potentially divide us, and as Christians, it is our mission to name them and change them. We are addressing 

one such “dividing wall” here at Christ Church. It is the wall that can potentially keep out people with 

disabilities.  
 

In the past few years we have made many strides in opening our church to those with physical challenges. We 

completely overhauled the walkways, not only evening out those dangerous bricks but also widening the 

pathway as much as possible (when not impinging on a gravestone) so that wheelchairs can have accessibility 

around our grounds. The next project to tackle was accessibility to the Parish House. Every entrance has several 

steps, discouraging anyone with ambulatory challenges. Last year we dedicated a new handicap ramp which has 

been enjoyed immensely by those of every age (last week I saw a baby carriage rolling up the ramp). 
 

Where exactly am I going with this? To a new project, of course! We are now ready to for one last project that 

will be of immense help to our parishioners and visitors: the Parish House bathrooms. In a few weeks we hope 

to begin the work of reconfiguring the two upstairs bathrooms, making both unisex and one of them ADA 

compliant. Not only will our 1950’s décor be updated (hasn’t this been long overdue?), but those using a 

wheelchair will be able to easily maneuver the space. 
 

The estimated cost of the improvements is $6,175. We have been greatly blessed by receiving two small grants 

from the Diocese of New Jersey totaling $3,000 – almost half of what we need. So now I am asking you, the 

parishioners of Christ Church (who use these bathrooms nearly every week) to help us with the other half.  
 

Here is the challenge: I am asking each household to donate $25 for each bathroom they have in their home. I 

have three – so I will be donating $75.00, making my check out to Christ Church and writing “Bathroom 

Challenge” in the memo line. I have a feeling that if each of us makes this simple gift, we will soon be enjoying 

lovely new “facilities”. So count away! and we will soon be taking down one more dividing wall, truly 

welcoming all into our parish home. 
 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Family Name:_________________________________________________          

 

My/Our residence has: __________ (#) of bathrooms 

 

I am contributing:  $______________ to help defray the cost of restoration work of the Parish house bathrooms. 

 

Thank you for your contribution! 
 

 


