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From the Rector…. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Something “big” happened to me when I was a twenty-four year old living in Manhattan. At that time I had 

already started seminary – but without a clue as to what my future would be. I had simply begun my studies 

knowing that God was calling me to something and I had better start preparing for whatever that something 

might be. While I was in seminary (in Pasadena, California) I stepped into the Episcopal Church for the first 

time, and although I immediately fell in love with TEC, I still had no idea that women could be ordained to the 

deaconate or to the priesthood. That opening up of the church had started just a few years earlier, and I had yet 

to see (or even hear of) female clergy.  

 

Back to the beginning of my story. I found myself in Manhattan (another story for another day) working at 

NYU Medical Center and picking up a course at Union Theological Seminary. I also began to attend Grace 

Church on 9th and Broadway. I was minding my own business at church one Sunday morning, when a quite 

shocking thing happened. A woman climbed up into the pulpit and delivered a sermon. She then proceeded to 

the altar and presided over Eucharist. I was absolutely floored. 

 

Now, you would think that I would be rejoicing at the discovery of a woman priest. Believe me, I was not 

rejoicing. Instead, my hands turning clammy, the sweat beading up on my forehead, and my stomach began 

churning with anxiety. For as I listened and watched, the horrible, horrible realization hit me: that is the 

something God is calling me to do! I suddenly had a name for that which I could never think or imagine until I 

saw it right in front of me, up close and personal. It was horribly frightening because I am such an introverted, 

shy person (which I know, may come as a surprise to some of you but it is true). I’m the kid who passed out in 

English class when I had to give an oral report. I’m the girl who broke out in hives every time I had to speak 

publicly. I was ready to do “anything” that God called me to do – but how in the world could it be that? 

 

I obviously got over my fears and anxieties (well, mostly). But I never forgot that singular moment, sitting in 

the pew when the scales fell off my eyes and I simply knew what God had in store for me. And so it was with 

great delight and anticipation that I heard the news that the Reverend Fleming Rutledge would be the speaker at 

our Diocesan Clergy Conference last month. For you see, Fleming was the woman who had preached and stood 

at the table. She was the instrument of the Holy Spirit that clarified the trajectory of my life.  

 

For the year that I lived in Manhattan I attended Fleming’s Bible Study every week. It was life-changing. There 

is nothing like seeing the Christian life practiced right in front of you. I took full advantage of what she could 

model for me. And I never forgot it. Fleming is a serious scholar. She has written several books and speaks 

around the country and the world. She has the kind of life we “ordinary” priests working in the trenches of 

parish ministry secretly admire: Oh, for the time to simply study and research the depths of the Christian Faith!  

 

But here is the surprising part of the story. As Fleming and I reconnected (it had been over thirty-five years 

since we had seen each other) and were catching up, she asked me where I was serving, and how long I had 

been in my parish. I told her about you. And that I am in my twenty-third year here. I told her a little about what 

Christ Church is like: that it is a smallish church, but vibrant and healthy, and how I have loved these current 

years of ministry when I am marrying people who grew up at Christ Church and baptizing their children. 

 

She then said something I will never, ever forget. She told me how she envied me.  

 

She said that the longest she served as Rector in a parish was for one, single year (and that as an Interim 

Rector). She told me how she longed to be able to be in one place to experience ministry over the long haul, to 
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see babies grow up and go off to college and to welcome them back as adults. I was stunned by her words. I had 

been thinking of how average and humdrum is my life compared with hers. I think Fleming was taken a bit by 

surprise, too. During one of her lectures she mentioned me and the joy that priests have when they are blessed to 

have long pastorates.  

 

She is right. You know, sometimes I wonder what else is out there in life. I am sure you do as well. I wonder if I 

have stayed too long, if I have missed the call of God to minister in another way, have I made the right 

decisions. But Fleming is right. The blessings of spending so much of my adult life with you, my parishioners 

and friends, is beyond measure. I know this. But sometimes it is good to be reminded. I need that reminder. 

 

I want to remind you of it, as well. We are blessed to be members of this particular community of faith. We are 

blessed to have dear and trusted friends to share our joys and our sorrows and to stand by one another through 

thick and through thin. I cannot imagine any other place I would like to be. So thank you, Fleming Rutledge. 

Thank you, Christ Church. And thank you, Lord Jesus, for this wonderful life you have given so freely to us all. 

 
 

 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 
 

Update on our Senior Warden…. 

 

You are probably aware by now that our Senior Warden Bob Kelly recently had bypass surgery.  He continues 

to recuperate. Everything is fairly stable right now, but he does have some ups and downs. He really needs some 

rest, so the family has requested that folks hold off on calls and visits right now.  They want to thank everyone 

for your continued support and love.  If you would like to send a card, his address is: 

 

Bob Kelly 

154 Garden Rd. 

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

Please continue to keep Bob and his family in your prayers.  

 

 

Let us all give a warm welcome back, from her sabbatical,  

to Chris Poslka our Organist and Choirmaster! 
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THE ANNUAL CHRIST CHURCH CHRISTMAS BAZAAR and 

LANTERN TOUR ARE HERE! 

 
November 2019 

 

The Bazaar and Lantern Tours are just days away!  After months of planning and numerous announcements in 

church and during coffee hour, our Christmas Bazaar and Historic Four Corners Lantern Tour are finally here!  

Here is what is happening . . . 

 

Shortly, Sue Napoletano will be decorating “our home” for the holidays.  The Parish Hall is the first insight our 

families and guests will have of who we are and how proud we are to host these events at Christmastime!  It 

will look so pretty as well as photogenic!  It always does!  Sue could really use more decorating help on 

Saturday and Sunday, please. 

 

Our extraordinarily popular Lantern Tours are set for Friday, December 6
th

 and will operate at 6:00pm and 

again at 8:00pm.  The historic Four Corners includes visits to Christ Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church, 

Quaker Meeting House and Allen House Museum.  Tickets are $24 for adults and $12 for Children under 12.  

Call Elaine Feyereisen at 732-742-1227 for advance ticket sales.  Do NOT wait!  Please note that there are a 

limited number of tickets available.  Hurry!  Make Elaine’s phone ring! 

 

The Christmas Bazaar is set for Friday, December 6
th

 from 5:00pm until 9:00pm, and, Saturday, 

December 7
th

 from 9:00am until 3:30pm.  Some of the many points of interest are Ye Olde Bake Shoppe 

(not to be missed, there are breads, cakes, cookies, and soooo many goodies, you may not be able to walk away 

without opening your purchases and tasting them on the spot!  Yum!  Don’t forget to pick up a Moravian Pie 

while you’re there!), tasty refreshments from our Ye Olde Shrewsbury Kitchen (featuring an assortment of 

delicious delights, plus, warm and cold beverages served up by our friendly kitchen staff).  At Ye Olde 

Curiosity Shoppe there are a wide variety of items, both lightly used and brand new, that could make a great, 

unique gift for someone special, or, a treat for yourself!  Trinkets and Treasures is expanding its floor space 

this year with a larger assortment and more opportunities for amazing values.  The children love this thrifty 

shop!  Our own Knitting Pearls are on-hand with beautiful, hand-made, knitted items that are as practical as 

they are lovely.  And, our vendors: jewelry (unique and fascinating creations that will dazzle anyone who loves 

getting “decked out” for the holidays), and, home goods and collectibles will be available for sale. Certainly, 

you will be impressed with all that the Bazaar has to offer, and, will be sure to find a gift or two or three for the 

Christmas season.  So much to see in a festive, holiday atmosphere!  What a fabulous, two-day event! 

 

Yes!  The incredible Gift Basket Auction is back, offering themed items from our parishioners and/or their 

merchant contacts and gathered together as professionally wrapped and decorated Gift Baskets.  As always, to 

state that our Gift Baskets are absolutely beautiful really does not do them justice!  In the unlikely event that 

you are unable to find something to “tickle your fancy” in the Bazaar Shoppes, the Gift Basket Auction will 

entice you to take a chance!  So many lovely gifts!  Excitement and thrills are yours in this section of the 
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Bazaar, so, be sure to check it out!  THANK YOU to everyone who has donated or helped with the intense 

work of assembling them in time for the Bazaar. 

 

Some folks enjoy the delight of the Bazaar’s Silent Auction!  This year’s items are stunning and incredible!  

But, don’t take our word for it . . . come to the Bazaar and see for yourself! 

 

Don’t forget to buy a chance for our Calendar Cash Out Game.  It’s fun and easy!  Just pick a special, or, not 

so special, date on our calendar.  Only $5 per chance.  This is a 50/50 type of drawing for the benefit of Christ 

Church.  The drawing will be held in January, so, watch for the announcement of the drawing event’s time and 

date in the Sunday bulletin.  Who knows, perhaps you could be the winner!  (You do not need to be present to 

win.) 

 

The Ad Journal is yet another great way to extend personal Christmas greetings, or, advertise businesses.  

Everyone who visits the Bazaar gets a copy of the Ad Journal, so, your ad can be seen long after the Bazaar and 

serves as a great keepsake/souvenir throughout the year.  New, this year, is our Parishioner Patron’s Tree, which 

is on display in the Parish Hall.  For every bronze, silver or gold personal ad taken out by a parishioner, their 

name(s) will be emblazoned on a bronze, silver or gold ornament and placed on the Patron’s Tree!  Let’s 

decorate our tree!!  (PS: THANK YOU to everyone who helped in gathering ads, submitted their own ad, or, 

helped with the intense work of putting it all together for publishing in time for the Bazaar.) 

 

Have you seen our own Christ Church Christmas Cards?!?!  All we can say is, “Wow!  How beautiful”!  

There are four designs available for pre-order.  Each design is a view of our Church worth framing, but, equally 

impressive and thoughtful to send to family and loved ones.  Each set of cards includes a set of envelopes.  Jim 

and Ann Miller have been taking pre-orders for a limited time only.  The remaining stock will be available for 

purchase during the Bazaar. 

 

Please feel free to reprint the Bazaar and Lantern Tour Flyer (jpeg on cover) and post it wherever allowed.  The 

more people who know about these two fabulous events, the better.  Also, why not print one for yourself as a 

ready reference! 

 

These events are structured for the benefit of our beloved, historic Church.  To be sure, it is the largest fund-

raising event of the year!  YES!  Even at this late date, WE ARE STILL IN DIRE NEED OF 

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH A NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES, particularly for setting up, taking down 

and parking lot attendants.  We urge you to please check out and volunteer for the remaining critical, empty 

slots on the sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall.  Let’s make this happen together!  THANK YOU! 

 

Just days away, this year’s Christmas Bazaar and Lantern Tours are shaping up to be one of the best, most 

memorable and most profitable for our beloved, historic Christ Church yet!  Enjoy! 

 

 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas Season, 

Colleen & Mark Roth 

Christmas Bazaar Chairs 

profroth@yahoo.com 
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PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your address or telephone 

number. Let us know so we can keep our records up to date.  

Please send us an email or call the Church Office at 732-741-

2220.   
 

Directory Updates 
 

Change of address: 

Pam and Frank Aschettino 

351 Frontier Road 

Churubusco, NY 12923 
 

 
 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual 
basis.  The people will be kept on for three months and 
then removed. (Please get consent before adding a name 
to the list.)  If you would like a person to be added, 
simply call the Church Office (extension 3) and leave 
your name, their first and last name; please specify if you 
do not want their last name published in the bulletin, and 
when appropriate, who the person is and the nature of 
their condition.   
 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble: *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, 

*John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, *Jim Miller, 

*Beverly Ryser, *Judi Buncher, *Carolyn, *MiMi 

Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, 

*Tara Dunford, *Paul, *Bob, *Irwin Rapolla, John 

Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Ruth Roth, Stan 

Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, 

Julie, Heather Lance, Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy 

and John Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, 

Vieux, Judy, Bob Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, 

Alicia Binn, Ben Gizzi, Savita, Farshid, Peedy, Gil, 

Edie, Julia, Marlene, Bert, Barbara Murgio, Sherrie, 

Pat Coene, the Fontana family, Bob, Cora Miller, 

James McKittrick, Don Smith, Fran Gorey. May 

they be relieved of their distress.  

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.  May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your time and  

efforts… 

 

To Peggy James and to our Vestry for such a 

wonderful Ingathering/Thanksgiving Brunch 

following our 10am Service on Sunday, November 

18
th

.  

 

To all our Moravian PIE MAKERS 2019:  

MiMi Brown, Vicki and Bill Cuff, Mother Lisa, 

Walter Dein, Pam Aschettino, Elaine Feyereisen 

and her grandchildren Brayden and Alyssa 

D’Amvrosio, Marti Veit and Barbara Carroll 

 

A Very Special thank you to Jim Palmer 
 

Chris Psolka has been Christ Church’s music 

director since 2001, so when she requested a short 

sabbatical earlier this year, Mother Lisa and the 

vestry were quick to give their approval. So from 

September through November, the church hired a 

substitute organist and choir director, Jim Palmer, 

who turned out to be an inspired choice.  
 

A cradle Episcopalian and a graduate of 

Westminster Choir College, Mr. Palmer made a 

positive impression during his relatively short 

tenure by his mastery in playing our 19
th

 century 

tracker organ and by his calm and kind demeanor. 

He worked with the entire St. Gregory Choir and 

with individual choir members to sing some of our 

favorite anthems and accompanied soloists and 

several duettists during the 10:00 service. Despite 

having only 45 minutes to rehearse on Sunday 

mornings with the choir, he also taught the choir 

several new anthems. Importantly, all the music Mr. 

Palmer played and led served to foster the worship 

experience for the entire congregation, which is the 

role for both instrumentalists and choir members in 

the Episcopal tradition. 
 

On his last Sunday at Christ Church, both Christ the 

King Sunday and our Thanksgiving service, Mother 

Lisa and the choir voiced their gratitude for Jim’s 

service to the church and presented him with small 

gifts as tokens of their appreciation. It’s not easy to 

be a ‘temp,’ but Jim exhibited grace and 

professionalism during his time with. We offer Jim 

our best wishes for the future and hope to see him 

again (See photo on our back cover) 

Jamie Green. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 

 

Annual Four Corner  

Historic Lantern Tour 
 

On Friday, December 6th, 2019 the organizations 

of Christ Church, The Allen House, The Quaker 

Meeting House and the Presbyterian Church will 

conduct their 27th Annual Historic Lantern Tour of 

each of the locations.  There will be two tour times 

– 6 pm and 8 pm.  The tour takes approximately two 

hours.  The tour is conducted by costumed actors 

who retell the historic story of each location.  

Tickets are $24 for adults and $12 for children 

under 12 years old.  Call your friends and family 

members and put together a group for a fun.  

The ticket sales benefit each of the organizations.  

 

Reservations for the tour can be made by calling 

Elaine Feyereisen at 732-742-1227.  If you leave a 

message, be sure to clearly state your phone number 

and name.  You will receive a return call in a timely 

manner.  Checks can be made out to Christ Church.  

Early tickets sales will ensure you a place on the 

tour, but tickets at the door will be available as 

space allows.  Lantern Tour parking is available at 

Christ Church, the Allen House and the 

Presbyterian Church.  Please arrive early enough to 

park, pick up your tickets and join your tour guide.   

Food is available.  

 
 

Altar Guild seeks volunteers 
to help POLISH OUR BRASS 

Help us keep the church beautiful. Join us on 

Wednesday, December 18
th

 at 10:30AM to polish 

the brass in the church.  

 

 
blessing of the stockings 

Experiences of the Holy  
for Parent and Child 

Saturday, December 14th 
10:00am – 11:30am 

December is such a very special time that we at 

Christ Church cannot keep it to ourselves! 

And so we have planned a very special event  

for the community: 

Bring your Christmas Stocking for a 
 Special Blessing 

Decorate cookies for your own home.  
Enjoy a visit from the original Saint Nicholas  

 

Bring your child or grandchild. Invite your 
friends and neighbors. This is a wonderful way 

for to introduce a layer of the true spirit of giving 
and love into the Christmas Season. 

 
If you would like to help with this event, please 

contact the Church Office. 

 

    St. Nicholas Visit 
Sunday, December 15

th
, 2019 is going to be a 

special day. That day, St. Nicholas, the Bishop of 

Myra, and the patron Saint of Children, will be 

visiting us at our 10am service. If you and your 

family have not experienced this visitation, you 

should not miss it!   

 

2ND SATURDAY WORKDAY 
Because of everyone’s busy schedules in December, 

the Christmas Bazaar and Walter's vacation in 

January, there will be NO Second Saturday 

Workday until February 8, 2020. I do thank each 

person who gave their time and effort during this 

past year.  Sadly for lack of participation each 

month, many of the small projects are left 

incomplete. It is not by magic that our church and 

grounds are cleaned up and maintained. We pray 

that we see many new faces in the New Year! 

Walter Dein, Second Saturday coordinator 
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RING THE BELLS 

For the Salvation Army   

 

Continuing a long Christmas tradition, Christ 

Church members will again ring the bells for the 

Salvation Army on the Saturday, December 14th 

beginning at 10AM at the Acme in Little Silver. 

This location has two entrance/exit doors so we are 

looking to double our number of volunteers. We 

like to have teams of 2 at each door. (Depending on 

the number of volunteers) We are hoping to have St. 

James participate with us!  Please sign up for a shift 

(or any amount of time you can help) We greatly 

appreciated your time during this busy season and 

since you will be helping others, it’s guaranteed that 

2 hours of ringing the bells will double your 

Christmas Spirit!  Please see Cindy Webster or 

call/email her: cell732-996-3825 email:   

 
 

GREENING OF THE CHURCH 
The Greening of the Church will held on the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent, December 22nd, after the 

10:00am service. The Altar Guild invites any and 

all to stay after church and help them.   

 
 

PEAK of the WEEK 
The Peakers are currently reading a book called My 

Neighbors Faith which is a collection of stories and 

encounters with people of differing faith traditions. 

It's a book which is guaranteed to make you think 

and then probably rethink your faith and how you 

live it.  
 

Come join us for Morning Prayer at 9:30, stay for 

nibbles and coffee and our book discussions at 

10:15 or any part thereof. We'd love to have you 

join us. 
 

In January we'll begin reading and discussing the 

fascinating story of Henrietta Lacks as told in the 

book The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by 

Rebecca Skloot. You can get the book on Amazon 

and make a contribution to Christ Church 

Shrewsbury at the same time. What a DEAL! 

 

 

Christmas Bulletin Helpers needed 
Seeking a few volunteers to help put Christmas 

bulletins together!  Please join us on Monday, 

December 23rd beginning @ 10am.  Any amount 

of time you can spare is greatly appreciated.  Coffee 

and Danish will be provided.  Thank you so much.  

Casey 

 

 

Girls Friendly Society 
GFS News –  

The Girls did a GREAT job making Tea Caddies 

for sale for the Holiday Bazaar in November. In 

December, they are invited to come to the “Blessing 

of the Stockings” and to assist in all our activities. 

The date is Saturday, December 14tth. We event is 

from 10:00am to 11:30am, but we are asking the 

girls to arrive around 9:30 to help with set-up. We 

will be decorating the Parish House Christmas Tree, 

icing Christmas cookies, welcoming St. Nicolas, 

and of course, blessing our Christmas stockings! 

 

 

Youth Group Prime (YG′) 
The Youth Group is having only one “official” 

meeting this month, on Sunday December 1st at 

5pm. We will be baking for the Christmas Bazaar. 

Friends are welcome to join us for baking and for 

supper. 

 

The Youth are also encouraged to volunteer at the 

Christmas Bazaar. There are many things they can 

do to help us on Friday night and Saturday, from 

serving food to staffing tables.  

 

 

 
Children’s Christmas Service 2013! 
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Come All Ye Faithful! 
Come Let Us Make An Epiphany 

Pageant Right Now! 
It is that time again. Epiphany Pageant time. Right 

NOW! We need pageanteers (or three) and stage 

managers. Lots of parts to be cast—come see me 

Sunday December 1, at Church School time, after 

10:00 church or at coffee hour. I’m making my list 

and checking it twice for good measure.  Make sure 

I have your name! 

Donna Devlin 

 

 

Moravian Pies are AVAILABLE for purchase. 
Each pie serves four generously and comes to you 

at a low cost of $14.00.  Pies come frozen and ready 

to go straight into your freezer or into your oven. 

Never had a Moravian Chicken Pie? They are 

similar to a chicken pot pie - however they do not 

contain any of those pesky vegetables your mother 

so wanted you to eat.  Simply dark and light meat 

chicken with a sprinkling of  salt, pepper, butter, 

and just enough flour to turn its own juices into a 

light gravy. With a homemade double crust that’s 

out of this world! Pick one up at coffee hour or 

during office hours.   

 
Calendar Ca$h Out!! 

Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday 

Calendar Ca$h Out!  
There is currently $300. (265 days still available) 

in the Calendar Cash Out, which means we are well 

on our way to a nice payout for some lucky 

participant. Here is how it works: you select the 

date you want and pay $5 for that date. Only one 

person per date. At our Annual Parish Meeting on 

January 26th, we will pick out the winning date. 

The winner takes half the proceeds. You will find 

the Calendar Cash out available on Sunday 

mornings, during office hours, and of course at the 

Christmas Bazaar. Have you secured your date? 

Don’t miss this fundraiser! 

 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

TO HELP THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 

DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
 

  Covenant House Asbury Park  

Gift Cards for the Homeless young adults ages 18-

21 served by Covenant House are currently being 

accepted. They can be given to Jim O'Connor or 

Mother Lisa. 

 

 

 Annual Christmas Toy Collection for 

needy families supported by the Saint Mark's 

Church Community Center in Keansburg. Please 

bring in unwrapped gifts for children. They need to 

be delivered to Christ Church by Sunday, 

December 8th, when they will be blessing during 

our 10 am service.  

 

 

  “SOCK AND MITTEN TREE”   

 

Beginning in December through January 5
th

 we are 

asking you to help decorate the Christmas tree 

located at the Baptismal font with new gloves, 

mittens, hats, socks, etc.  Any size or color will do!  

These “ornaments” will then be donated to various 

charities to help those less fortunate over the cold 

hard winter months.   Take advantage of those great 

Sales!!   

 

 
 

OUTREACH PROJECT 

 
We are currently collecting pull tabs for 

Ronald McDonald House.  Please bring 

your donations to the church or parish 

house!  Thank you 
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“It takes a village to raise a child”* 
From Queeni Caay* 

Advance Happy Holidays Mi familia,    

 

The church has been a blessing in disguise for me. 

With the many challenges I have faced, I never 

thought I could continue my studies. It has always 

been a dream come true, and I pray that God will 

bless the church more for I know you can help so 

many people with your kind-hearts. Everything 

went well at the university, I have no absences so 

far, and now we are taking our weekly exams. The 

university has been awarded with a Philippine 

Quality Award, no other schools in Davao has ever 

been rewarded with that; it is an honor to be able to 

study here. And it would never be possible without 

your help. Christmas is approaching, it has always 

been my favorite time of the year whatever is on the 

table, it brings so much joy to my soul even simply 

hearing the Christmas songs being played at the 

mall. I hope it brings you joy too, and I wish that 

God – and not only Santa - will grant the good 

desires of your hearts. Wishing you all an advance 

happy, happy holidays!   

 

Feliz Navidad!    

Greetings from Ph to US, 

Queeni Caay   

(simple but from the bottom of my heart) 

 

*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ 
Church supplied a scholarship for college.    
 

 

 

 

70 ½ + IRA + QCD = Tax Savings.  If you do not 

know what this means you could be paying too 

much in taxes. If you are 70 ½ and have an IRA 

you should be using the Qualified Charitable 

Deduction from your IRA, to go directly to the 

church (or any charity). This meets your Required 

Minimum Distribution requirement, but does not 

get included in your taxable income. We do not 

want you to miss this simple tax saving opportunity. 

Talk to your tax advisor!  You can also go on line 

to better understand this deduction.  Below is just 

one of many links to help you. We have no 

relationship with this particular one.      

Fidelity.https://tinyurl.com/IRA70  
  

   When doing your on-line Holiday 
Shopping please remember: 

 

Amazon Smile Program profits  Christ Church!! 
At Amazon Smile, you shop on Amazon like you 

normally do, and when you make a purchase 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of that purchase to Christ 

Church.  
 

What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a simple 

and automatic way for you to support Christ Church 

every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 

shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price us. Christ Church Shrewsbury 

has a unique AmazonSmile link that makes it easier 

for people to find and support us. 
 

What is our unique link? 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6108619 
 

When you click on our unique link, you will be 

taken directly to smile.amazon.com and are 

automatically asked if you want to support Christ 

Church Shrewsbury.   WE recommend that you 

bookmark and use our link so you don’t 

accidentally shop at amazon.com instead of 

smile.amazon.com.  Only purchases made at 

smile.amazon.com are eligible for donations.   
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for 

charitable donations? Tens of millions of products 

on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You 

will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 

AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail 

pages.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on 

AmazonSmile? Yes, you use the same account on 

Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping 

cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other 

account settings are also the same.  
 

Happy Shopping and thanks for 

your support. 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/about/ref=smi_ge_ul_lm_raas
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6108619
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A Special Offering 

Christmas Memorial Flowers & 

Greens Offering 
 

 

IN MEMORY OF:  

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

AS A THANK OFFERING FOR: 

____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Requested by: ________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Pledge # __________Offering $ ____________ 
 

 
Clip and mail by Tuesday, Dec. 17th 

 Make checks payable to  
“Christ Church Altar Guild”. 

 

 

Advent – Christmas 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

 
Sunday, December 1 – Advent I 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist  
 

Sunday, December 8 – Advent II 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist - Blessing of the Toys 
 

Sunday, December 15 – Advent III 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist - St. Nicholas Visits 

(NO Church School) 

 

Sunday, December 22 - Advent IV 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist  

followed by the Greening of the Church 

 

 
Tuesday, December 24 

4PM Christmas Children’s Service with 

special music 

10:30PM Lessons and Carols 

11:00PM Festive Eucharist with St. Gregory’s 

Choir 
 

Wednesday, December 25 

10AM Christmas Day Mass 
 

Sunday, December 29 

10AM Lessons and Carols with Holy 

Eucharist  

 

 

Sunday, January 5, 2019 

8AM Holy Eucharist 

10AM Holy Eucharist - Epiphany Pageant 
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Moravian Pie makers! 

 
 

 
 

     
 

Buy one to take home today! 
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Did You Know? 
Stories of Christ Church History  

 by: Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

      Parish Historian 

Bob Kelly continues to recuperate from his recent surgery. Please take the time to read the special article 

below by our quest writer, Jamie Green 

 

  Jamie Green, Vestry 
 

From Imperial Russia to Christ Church Via England 
 

The United States is a nation of immigrants, which includes much of our music, and for purposes of this article 

(and maybe future ones in the Crown), church music as well. To be specific, I’d like to tell you a story about the 

origin of the setting of the Our Father that we sing each Sunday at the 10:00 service and how it arrived at Christ 

Church. 
 

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov lived in Russia from 1844-1908, primarily working in St. Petersburg and 

collaborating there for a long period with his contemporary Russian composers known as ‘The Five,’ which 

included Alexander Borodin and Modest Mussorgsky. While many of his works such as Scheherazade and The 

Flight of the Bumblebee are part of the classical music canon, Americans might know him best as the arranger 

of his friend Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain which was featured in Walt Disney’s 1940 film Fantasia (it 

was dropped from the 2000 Fantasia remake). 
 

In addition to his orchestral works and operas, Rimsky-Korsakov also composed sacred music, including a 

setting for the Russian Orthodox liturgy for the feast of St. John Chrysostom that he composed in 1883 and 

which includes the Our Father. Sung originally in Russian Church Slavonic, the first arrangement of that Our 

Father for the Western church was in French; you can since find arrangements in Latin and Dutch as well as in 

English. 
 

It was an arrangement of that Our Father in English that my wife, Christ Church music director Chris Psolka, 

and I first heard some years ago when we were on vacation in, well, England, where we attended the Pentecost 

service at the ancient and beautiful Winchester Cathedral. 

We were entranced by this haunting, lovely melody—so different from American and Western European music 

and yet so comforting and moving. When we returned from that trip, we decided to include the four-part a 

cappella Rimsky-Korsakov Our Father in Christ Church’s 10:00 service, first by having the choir sing it for the 

congregation, and then by inviting the congregation to participate, which is why you’ll see the insert in the 

bulletin. 
 

This Our Father is not the only music of Russian origin that has found its way into Episcopal sacred music. 

Take a look at hymn #358 in the 1982 hymnal that we use each week. On the bottom left part of the page—

under the music itself—you’ll see that the words were written by contemporary lyricist Carl P. Daw Jr., while 

the music (the tune) was written by Alexis Lvov in the 19
th

 century and is called, simply, Russia. However, that 

stirring tune had a previous life as Imperial Russia’s national anthem until 1917, known in English for its first 

words, God Save the Tsar. 
 

There are interesting back stories behind much of Christ Church’s service music, choir anthems, and hymns that 

I’d like to share with you, but you can do some of that research yourself by taking a quick look at the bottom 

left of the music you’re singing in the hymnal to see the origin of the words and music. You might be surprised 

at what you find!—Jamie Green 
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Graveyard Commission 
 

You have all seen the incredible work being done in our graveyard this year. Thanks in large part (I should say 

HUGE part) to Mr. Bob Kelly, we have had a marvelous celebration of the 300th anniversary of the first known 

gravestone. But the work is not done. We are committed to making our graveyard as beautiful as ever. We are 

committed to continue the work of restoring old, warn stones. We are committed to plumbing the depths of the 

history that is “buried” here. And we are committed to assuring that members of Christ Church and the larger 

community will have places to buried here for generations to come. This is a tall order. It takes many hands.  

 

With this in mind, I want to introduce you to the members of our Graveyard Commission. Currently we have 

four members: Bob Kelly, Nancy Stewart, Don Burden, and the Rector. Let me tell you about them.  

 

Bob Kelly has been working with the graveyard for many years, is the Chairperson of the Commission.. He has 

overseen numerous projects and is the person who secured the grants that have enabled us to do so much of the 

work. Bob is also our Parish Historian, a ministry which has a very nice overlap with the graveyard. In addition, 

he is currently our Senior Warden. 

 

Nancy Stewart is also a very long time member and will one day be buried here with her husband Bob. She is a 

member of the Shrewsbury Garden Club and has been instrumental in getting the Rose Memorial Garden in 

place. Nancy also was the person who so beautifully cleaned up and planted the Croes burial plots in 

preparation for Bishop Stokes’ visit in June. In addition, Nancy has served as Clerk of the Vestry for several 

years. She knows our parish well and is a source of great information and wisdom. 

 

Donald Burden may be a name familiar to you, although he is not a member of our congregation. Don is the 

former mayor of Shrewsbury and is currently the President of the Shrewsbury Historical Society. He has just 

published a book with Rick Geffken called “The Story of Shrewsbury Revisited, 1965-2015”, taking the 

“unprecedented approach of updating the classic 1964 “The Story of Shrewsbury” by Richard Kraybill”. Don 

and his wife will one day be buried here at the Christ Church Graveyard. For all of these reasons, Don is a 

wonderful addition to our Commission, and was delighted to agree to serve. He will bring the voice of the 

greater Shrewsbury community and will be a very helpful link with the Shrewsbury Historical Society, which 

we consider a close friend and ally to Christ Church. 

 

Rev. Lisa Mitchell is also on this Commission. Rectors are always honorary members of any commission or 

committee in the parishes in which they serve, but I especially enjoy this particular charge. I knew next to 

nothing about graveyards (or their importance) when I arrived here; I have come to truly appreciate the history 

and meaning of these dear souls who surround our worshipping congregation. I am excited about the work 

ahead of us. 

 

If you have any interests or ideas about the graveyard, do not hesitate to speak to any of the members.  
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St. Mark's Center for Community Renewal Receives $110k Grant 

 

St. Mark’s Center for Community Renewal in 

Keansburg is a stunning example of an Episcopal 

congregation following Christ’s command to serve 

others. Last year, they served ¼ million pounds of food 

to 700 families, according to The Rev. Rosemarie 

Broderick, Dcn., who has been at St. Mark’s since 2002. 

  

That work will continue and expand thanks to a new 

$110,000 grant from Impact 100 Jersey Coast, a New 

Jersey organization that raises funds to support 

charitable activities at a local level. 

  

“This grant will allow us to meet the changing needs of the Keansburg and Bayshore area to provide more 

service to more people in more ways,” said Deacon Broderick. “We can touch many more lives to help 

them to lead their best lives of better health and wellness—body, mind and spirit.” 

  

The grant will allow St. Mark’s to expand and modernize their commercial kitchen, allowing them to 

serve more meals and more recipients, and also to expand opportunity for those who want to serve but 

have trouble finding outlets in the Bayshore area. 

  

“That’s how we’re helping to create disciples,” said Deacon 

Broderick. She notes that young people in particular want to get 

involved in helping others, but are often challenged to find good, 

structured volunteer opportunities. 

  

In addition to changes to the kitchen, Deacon Broderick says the 

grant will help St. Mark’s to add a food delivery service and to 

expand education opportunities to the community. The center 

teaches cooking and nutrition classes, including to people with 

special needs. 

  

St. Mark’s has offered similar services since the 1970s, but 

expanded rapidly after Superstorm Sandy hit the Jersey shore in 

2012. 

  

“We were the one of the first places in New Jersey to get an ERD (Episcopal Relief and Development) 

grant after Sandy,” Deacon Broderick said. “We had bishops from all over the world showing up.” 
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Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

October, 2019 
 

Category Actual Budget $ Over  

   (Under) Budget 
 

Plate  $ 2,386  $ 1,750  $ 636  

Pledge  $ 137,761  $ 139,580  ($ 1,819)  

Total Income  $ 174,949  $ 174,454  $ 495 

Total Expense   $ 183,019  $ 183,748  ($ 729)  

Net Income (Loss)  $ (8,070)  ($ 9,294)  ($ 1,224) 
 

Notes: 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a net deficit of ($8,070). This is due to the high fuel oil costs 

incurred this winter. Through October a total of $18,400 has been transferred from the Endowment and 

Manson Funds to the Operating Account in order to pay expenses. 

2. Our current budget shows that our total income is $495 more than budgeted year to date. 

3. Our current expenses are $729 less than budgeted. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is $1,819 less than budgeted. 

5. The current deficit is $1,224 less than budgeted. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ Church. 
 

Sincerely, 

Beverlee Akerblom - Treasurer 

 

Vestry Nomination and  

Selection Process 
Annual Parish Election Process 
As we prepare for the Annual Parish Meeting in January 2020, we are required, under the Parish By-laws to 

nominate candidates for Vestry to fill the vacancies left by those members who have fulfilled their terms. 

 

A Nominating Committee has been formed by the Vestry, as per the By-Laws. 

 

Call for Candidates 
Christ Church is seeking candidates for election to the Vestry and Deputies to Diocesan Convention. If you 

would like to nominate a fellow parishioner please contact Mother Lisa or a Warden. Please confirm that the 

person you are nominating is willing to serve before submitting their name to the committee. 

 

Deadline for Submitting Candidates 
Please submit candidates for consideration by Sunday, December 15, 2019. 

 

Eligibility to Serve on Vestry 
To be eligible to serve on the Vestry the nominee must be a “Qualified Voter” as defined in the By-laws: 

 

Article II, Section III 

Qualified Voters 
Those eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting, known as “qualified voters” shall be persons who are baptized, at 

least sixteen years of age, domiciled in the parish or adjacent thereto, of good moral character, adhering to this 

Church and to no other religious body, active communicants, meaning that they regularly attend services of this 

Church in this Parish, and regular contributors to the current expenses for the six months preceding the Annual 

Meeting. 
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December 2019 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
Advent I 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 
10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

12-5PM 

Bazaar Set up 

5PM 
Youth Group Prime 

2 
10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

3 
 

 

4 
9:30-11:15AM 

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting-church 

5 
ML+ @ Clergy day 

Trenton 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting - church 

6 
Rector’s day off 

 

5pm – 9pm 

Holiday Bazaar 

 

6pm and 8pm 

Lantern Tours 

 

7 
 

9am – 3:30pm 

 Holiday Bazaar 

8 
Advent II 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

Blessing of Toys  

Church School 

12-5PM 

Bazaar Clean up 

 

9 
Office closed 

 

10AM 

Clergy lectionary 

group 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

11 
9:30-11:15AM 

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal church 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

13 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

14 
 

10-11:30AM 

Blessing of the 

Stockings 

 

10am 

Red Kettle  
Bell Ringing @ 

Acme, Little Silver 

 

15 
Advent III 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

St. Nicholas Visit 

 

 

16 
Office closed 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

18 
9:30-11:15AM 

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

10:30am 

Brass Cleaning 
all are welcome 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

St. Gregory’s Choir      

Rehearsal church 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

20 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

21 
 

 

22 
Advent IV 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

Greening of the 

Church 

 

23 
Office closed 

10:00 AM 

Bulletin Assembly 
 

 

 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Office Closed 

 
4PM  

Children’s Service 
 

10:30PM  
Lessons & Carols 

 & Festive Eucharist 

 

25 
Christmas Day 

Office Closed 

 
10AM 

Holy Eucharist  
 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

26 
 

Office Closed 

 
 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

27 
Rector’s day off 

 
 
 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

28 
 

 

29 
 

10AM 

Lessons and Carols 

with Holy Eucharist 

 

30 
Office Closed 

 

 

31 
NEW YEARS EVE 

 

 

 

Jan. 1 
NEW YEARS DAY 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 
8PM 

AA Meeting 

Jan. 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8PM 

AA meeting 

Jan. 3 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

 
 

*Church School: 9:50AM – 10:40AM - Lower Church School (Pre-K - 4th grade) 
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Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2019 
 

Robert Kelly – Senior Warden  
James O’Connor – Junior Warden 

Walter Burrell 
Stephen Craven – I.T. 

Connie Goddard 
Jamie Green – Parish Life 

Edgar John 
Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 

Dianne Regiec - Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 
 

 

Treasurer - Beverlee Akerblom 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

 
Vestryman and Choir member, Jamie Green, presents our interim organist Jim Palmer 

 with a special gift and some words of thanks.  

mailto:ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg

