
“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. 

Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made complete.” 

John 16.24 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

A new year is upon us. In fact, as you read this, it now is! When most people think of the beginning of the year, 

they think of New Year’s celebrations and new beginnings and the making of resolutions. Christians also ring in 

a new year – and we may also make our resolutions for the year to come – but we are called to do so “with a 

twist”.  For January 1st is first and foremost, the Feast of the Holy Name. 

 

It is a strange name for a Feast Day, and a rather new designation for it. Previously, January 1st was known as 

the Feast of the Circumcision, for it being the eighth day after Christmas, was the day for a male child born on 

December 25th to be circumcised. That was a rather “ouchy” sounding title, so when the 1979 Book of 

Common Prayer was published, the change was made. But the new name of “The Feast of the Holy Name” is 

appropriate, for it is also at the circumcision that a child officially received his name. And so the “name” we are 

talking about, in the Feast of the Holy Name, is the name of Jesus. 

 

A lot has been made about the name Jesus. Some use it as the punchline at the end of a prayer: “this I pray in 

Jesus name” as if it is the precise saying of those words that make it a prayer, or at least a prayer that will be 

heard by God and answered. As if when you don’t mention the word Jesus, the prayer isn’t really authentic, and 

you will be out of luck. 

 

This is not at all what the scriptures mean. There is nothing magical about the word Jesus itself. But it is quite a 

different thing altogether to “ask for something in my name”. For that means we consider Jesus in the request. 

Much like the familiar acronym WWJD (What Would Jesus Do), a prayer that is effective and meaningful is 

one in which we stop to ask if our desires and petitions are in line with what Jesus would pray for us and for the 

world. WWJP (What Would Jesus Pray) might be a simpler way of expressing what this whole “Holy Name” 

thing is about. 

 

What it is all about is taking God into consideration in everything you do. As the scripture says in another place, 

“whatever you do in the word or deed, do so in the name of the Lord Jesus” – Colossians 3.17. It is what the 

Lord’s Prayer itself is getting at when we pray each week “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” When we seek 

first the Kingdom of God, when we put God first – then our prayers are bound to be answered! For that means 

we are not asking selfishly, but with the bigger picture in mind. Which of course also means that our prayers are 

answered, but not necessarily as we would have guessed or expected. 

 

What does all this have to do with a New Year? Just this: go ahead and make your plans. Think about what you 

would like to accomplish this year – but do so “with a twist”. Pray about it. Consider what it is that our Lord 

wants for you. What would Jesus pray for you? For your family? You may just find your prayers are answered. 

You may just find that this year you are able to keep those resolutions. For your resolutions will be so 

intertwined with Christ’s resolutions and your dreams with his, that you will have the power and ability to all 

that God has set before you.  

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 


