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You are cordially Invited to the 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 

of Christ Church, Shrewsbury 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
 

following the 10:00am Mass 

(no 8:00am service on this day) 
 

This year the meeting will be held in the Parish House 
as we share a Potluck Meal together. 

 

Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday Calendar Ca$h Out! 
Pick your favorite date for only $5.00.  Calendar with dates still available in the parish house! 

Drawing will be held at our Annual Parish Meeting 

 

 
 

Epiphany Pageant  
 Sunday, January 5 at our 10am service 

 
 
 
 



 

 

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. 

Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made complete.” 

John 16.24 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

A new year is upon us. In fact, as you read this, it now is! When most people think of the beginning of the year, 

they think of New Year’s celebrations and new beginnings and the making of resolutions. Christians also ring in 

a new year – and we may also make our resolutions for the year to come – but we are called to do so “with a 

twist”.  For January 1st is first and foremost, the Feast of the Holy Name. 

 

It is a strange name for a Feast Day, and a rather new designation for it. Previously, January 1st was known as 

the Feast of the Circumcision, for it being the eighth day after Christmas, was the day for a male child born on 

December 25th to be circumcised. That was a rather “ouchy” sounding title, so when the 1979 Book of 

Common Prayer was published, the change was made. But the new name of “The Feast of the Holy Name” is 

appropriate, for it is also at the circumcision that a child officially received his name. And so the “name” we are 

talking about, in the Feast of the Holy Name, is the name of Jesus. 

 

A lot has been made about the name Jesus. Some use it as the punchline at the end of a prayer: “this I pray in 

Jesus name” as if it is the precise saying of those words that make it a prayer, or at least a prayer that will be 

heard by God and answered. As if when you don’t mention the word Jesus, the prayer isn’t really authentic, and 

you will be out of luck. 

 

This is not at all what the scriptures mean. There is nothing magical about the word Jesus itself. But it is quite a 

different thing altogether to “ask for something in my name”. For that means we consider Jesus in the request. 

Much like the familiar acronym WWJD (What Would Jesus Do), a prayer that is effective and meaningful is 

one in which we stop to ask if our desires and petitions are in line with what Jesus would pray for us and for the 

world. WWJP (What Would Jesus Pray) might be a simpler way of expressing what this whole “Holy Name” 

thing is about. 

 

What it is all about is taking God into consideration in everything you do. As the scripture says in another place, 

“whatever you do in the word or deed, do so in the name of the Lord Jesus” – Colossians 3.17. It is what the 

Lord’s Prayer itself is getting at when we pray each week “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” When we seek 

first the Kingdom of God, when we put God first – then our prayers are bound to be answered! For that means 

we are not asking selfishly, but with the bigger picture in mind. Which of course also means that our prayers are 

answered, but not necessarily as we would have guessed or expected. 

 

What does all this have to do with a New Year? Just this: go ahead and make your plans. Think about what you 

would like to accomplish this year – but do so “with a twist”. Pray about it. Consider what it is that our Lord 

wants for you. What would Jesus pray for you? For your family? You may just find your prayers are answered. 

You may just find that this year you are able to keep those resolutions. For your resolutions will be so 

intertwined with Christ’s resolutions and your dreams with his, that you will have the power and ability to all 

that God has set before you.  

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 
 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us 

know so we can keep our records/database up to 

date.  Please send us an email or call the Church 

Office at 732-741-2220.  
 

 

Transfer In:  
Robin Solbach 

41 Eisele Ave., 

Ocean, NJ 07712 

732-531-6492 

 

In Requim: 
Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

September 11, 1945 – December 8, 2019 
May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful  

departed rest in peace, and may perpetual light shine 

upon them. Amen 

 
 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
The people will be kept on for three months and then 
removed. (Please get consent before adding a name to the list.)  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call the Church 
Office (extension 3) and leave your name, their first and last 
name; please specify if you do not want their last name 
published in the bulletin, and when appropriate, who the 
person is and the nature of their condition.   

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble: *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, 

*John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, *Jim Miller, 

*Beverly Ryser, *Judi Buncher, *Carolyn, *MiMi 

Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, 

*Tara Dunford, *Irwin Rapolla, John Veil, Jennifer 

Turner, Pam, Ruth Roth, Stan Brower, Queeni, 

Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, Julie, Heather Lance, 

Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy and John Jobe, Vivian 

Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, Vieux, Judy, Bob 

Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, Alicia Binn, Ben 

Gizzi, Savita, Farshid, Peedy, Gil, Edie, Julia, 

Marlene, Bert, Barbara Murgio, Sherrie, Pat Coene, 

the Fontana family, Bob, Cora Miller, James 

McKittrick, Don Smith, Fran Gorey, Greg, Frosty 

Romano, Judy Gregor. May they be relieved of their 

distress.  

 

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.  May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 
A huge note of thanks to Mark and Colleen Roth, 

Judi Buncher and Cindy Webster  for another 

successful Christmas Bazaar and to Elaine 

Feyereisen for a wonderful Lantern Tour evening!  

Thanks to Noel Murgio who organized the Ye Olde 

bake shop, Jamie Green who organized the Ye 

Olde Kitchen and Walter Dein and Sue Napoletano 

for all the work they did in our Trinkets and 

Treasures! Thanks also to everyone that sent in 

donations to those who volunteered in many 

different ways.  Every bit you do helps to make the 

Bazaar and Lantern tours a success! 

 

to MiMi and Gordon Brown, Kevin Carroll, 

Walter Dein, Phyllis Edwards,  Jamie Green, and 

Nancy Stewart  for all their help with the Christmas 

bulletins! 

 

to all who helped at BOB KELLY’s funeral service 

and the luncheon following.   

 

to everyone that supported our Christmas outreach 

requests!  We received many gift cards for 

Covenant House and toy for St. Marks.  You are a 

generous community of parishioners. 
  

 

Thank you to the many, many persons who made 

our Christmas Celebrations beautiful! To Chris 

Psolka, the St. Gregory Choir and to all our youth 

and children who also participated. To the Altar 

Guild who so beautifully adorned our nave and 

made sure everything was “just right”. To the 

acolytes, lectors, chalice bearers, ushers, and 

greeters who made everything appear so effortless. 

We are truly grateful to our wonderful parish 

family. 

 



Stewardship Update 
“Bless Us O Lord, and These Thy Gifts” 

 
 
                             
Celebrating a Double Inheritance 

 

I want to thank everyone who turned in their 

completed 2020 Pledge Certificates.  The Treasurer 

and Vestry have already prepared a preliminary 

budget for 2020. Unfortunately, what has been 

pledged is not enough to cover our expenses and 

programs. I want to encourage everyone to re-visit 

the amount they have pledged and faithfully 

consider increasing their pledge. As I mentioned at 

our Thanksgiving luncheon, due to the cost of living 

expenses, if you pledged the same as last year, you 

have technically given a decreased pledge. We do 

wonderful work at Christ Church but we need your 

financial support to continue. If you haven’t 

pledged in the past, please consider doing so for 

2020. Knowing how much money is expected 

makes budgeting easier. Of course, special 

donations are always welcome!  Remember, we 

have bills and salaries to pay, buildings to maintain, 

and programs to run. If you normally complete 

pledge and haven’t done so for 2020, please do so 

ASAP. Thank you for your support of our 

WONDERFUL church! 

 

Casey will only be in the office Tuesday, Dec. 31 

until noon.  If after this you wish for checks 

received to be applied in your 2019 year end 

statement they MUST still be dated December 31
st
 

2019. However, they will NOT actually be 

deposited until 2020.  We will only accept past 

dated checks until January 5, 2020. 

 

Happy New Year!  

Peggy James, Stewardship 

 
Pledge Envelopes 2020 
2020 Pledge envelopes have arrived!  You can 

pick up your box of envelopes in the Narthex. If 

you do not find a box with your name on it, but 

wish to use envelopes for your pledge, please 

contact Peggy James or the office and we will get 

you set up with pledge envelopes.  
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR….. 
 

 
 

Epiphany Pageant  
Sunday January 5, 2019 

at the 10am service 

 
 

Here it is - almost Epiphany 2019–time flies when 

you're havin' fun! Just to remind you of the winners 

of last year's tokens in the King Cakes: 
 

 Dexter  Craven – baby  

 Kody Craven -penny  

 Dash Cassidy – gold bead  

 Julie Cassidy – thimble 

 Diana Berdardelli -bean  

 Carolyn Petrie – penny and a gold bead  

 Phyllis Edwards – baby 
 

Each “found” token has a hidden meaning – the 

baby means that the finder makes the cake next year 

(THIS YEAR!). The penny means that the finder 

should make the penny grow into $1.00, the finder 

of a gold bead should write a poem about Epiphany 

for next year, bean finders will share the MC duties 

for next year’s Epiphany Party, the thimble finders 

should make something for charity next year (ie: 

knit, sew, crochet for next year’s Bazaar).  

  

And speaking of Epiphany, the Christ Church 

Shrewsbury Epiphany Pageant Extravaganza is in 

production! This year's Pageant is The Animals' 

Epiphany. Do plan on attending – Sunday, January 

5 at the 10:00 church service. You won't want to 

miss it this year! 

 

Parts have been given but there are still parts 

available, so contact me if I've missed talking to 

you (SarahAnnB@AOL.com). Our first rehearsal 

was held on December 29 right after the church 

service.  There will be a general rehearsal for all 

players at 11:00 on Saturday, January 4, in the 

church. Please make every effort to attend or talk to 

me.  
 

Donna Devlin   

about:blank


Youth Group Prime (YG ′) 
 

Youth Group Prime:  

It’s a brand new year! And we are looking forward 

to getting back together. There are two dates for you 

to put on your calendar, and please mark them 

because they are not our usual meeting times! 

 

We will meet on Sunday, January 5th following the 

10:00a.m.service. Grab something to eat at the 

Coffee Hour and meet us in the library for a brief 

lesson. We should be done by 12:30. 

  

Then on Monday, January 20th, we will be meeting 

at 11:30 at Christ Church in the parking lot and 

driving over together to the Methodist Church in 

Red Bank for the Martin Luther King Jr. Service. 

Following the service we will go out for a bite to eat 

and to discuss what we have experienced and 

learned. 

 

Youth and parents, please take note! An opportunity 

for your child to learn to read publicly is being 

offered by Robert Maber on Saturday, January 18. It 

is a wonderful opportunity to gain some comfort in 

public oratory in a very safe and forgiving place! 

Do consider attending; you may find that being a 

lector is just the thing for you. 

 

 

Peak of the Week 
The January 2020 Peak of the Week book is The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Roberta 

Skloot. It's a fascinating story with social 

implications and questions. We begin January 8 at 

9:30am in the library with Morning Prayer.  We 

then take a short break at 10:15 for Coffee and 

snacks and resume following for book discussion 

and reflection.  

 

 

  “SOCK AND MITTEN TREE”   

We are asking you to help decorate the Christmas 

tree located at the Baptismal font with new gloves, 

mittens, hats, socks, etc.  Any size or color will do!  

These “ornaments” will then be donated to various 

charities to help those less fortunate over the cold 

hard winter months.   Take advantage of those great 

after Christmas Sales!!  Last day for donations is 

Sunday, January 5
th

.  Thank you. 

Lector’s Workshop 

 
 

Longtime Parishioner Robert Maber is leading a 

Lector’s Workshop designed for ALL Lectors – 

those who have been reading for years as well as for 

any persons who might be interested in learning to 

read publicly. This means parishioners of all ages 

may attend. 

 

If you are familiar with Christ Church, then you 

know that Robert is a gifted lector. His development 

in the realm of narration has taken many forms. He 

began as a lector here at Christ Church back when 

he could barely see over the front of the lectern. 

Robert has taken a Voice for the Actor class while 

attending Lafayette College, and he has trained in 

radio & Voice Over for two years at Brookdale 

Community College. He has also taken a six-week 

professional voice over class with casting director 

Jeffrey Dreisbach, a four-hour informational session 

with casting director Andy Roth in New York City, 

and is currently exploring new voice opportunities 

with prominent voice coach Bruce Kronenberg, also 

in New York City. 

 

Robert has also been able to hone his vocal 

confidence through being a member of the Chorus 

of the Atlantic, as well as participating in various 

Christ Church events as a member of the Dead 

Actors Guild. 

 

The first workshop is scheduled for Saturday, 

January 18th, from 10:00 to 11:30am in the 

Church. You will not only learn to hone your 

speaking skills but will also learn how to find 

lessons, pronunciations, and a thing or two about 

the Prayer Book. Please contact the Church Office 

if you plan to attend. We hope to offer another 

session later in the year. 



Girls Friendly Society 
January is Epiphany, and that means a House 

Blessing and Epiphany Party! This year we are 

planning our party at the Christ Church Rectory 

(can you believe it? it has not been blessed in at 

least 22 years!). We will meet Saturday, January 

18th at 2pm. Please bring a small wrapped gift ($10 

limit) for a gift exchange. Friends are welcome, too! 

Please RSVP to Mother Lisa or the Church Office 

by January 15. 

 

Second Saturday Work Day 
Please plan to join us in February for our next work 

day.  Due to the Christmas Bazaar there was no 

December work day and I am currently on vacation, 

therefore there will also be NO January workday. 

The next workday is scheduled for February 9
th

. I 

want to thank all those how have helped this past 

year. There will be lots to do after all of our Holiday 

happenings and the Annual Meeting.  This is a good 

opportunity for those who needed to earn 

community service credit.  Just an hour or two of 

your time between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM, 

Saturday, February 9th, 2019 will be greatly 

appreciated.  A simple and hot lunch will be 

provided. Thank you, Walter Dein  

 

Moravian Pies are NOW AVAILABLE for 

purchase. Each pie serves four generously and 

comes to you at a low cost of $14.00.  Pies come 

frozen and ready to go straight into your freezer or 

into your oven. Never had a Moravian Chicken Pie? 

They are similar to a chicken pot pie - however they 

do not contain any of those pesky vegetables your 

mother so wanted you to eat.  Simply dark and light 

meat chicken with a sprinkling of  salt, pepper, 

butter, and just enough flour to turn its own juices 

into a light gravy. With a homemade double crust 

that’s out of this world! Pick one up at coffee hour. 

 

FLOWERS AND SANCUTARY 

CANDLE OFFERINGS 
A New 2020 Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have 

beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex. These 

are provided by our parishioners, usually in memory 

of someone or in thanksgiving to God for someone 

or something. Sign up on the Flower Chart in the 

narthex of the Church.  

COFFEE HOUR is a cherished part of Sunday 

worship here at Christ Church.  It is an 

opportunity to relax, socialize and enjoy a good cup 

of coffee.  But coffee hour doesn’t just magically 

happen and in order to keep this tradition alive and 

well, more volunteers are needed.  My heartfelt 

thanks go out to those who have so graciously 

helped out in the past, many of whom have signed 

up not once or twice, but several times in order to 

fill the gap.  If you enjoy coming to coffee hour 

please sign-up for at least one Sunday.  There is 

always an experienced hand to help you navigate 

the kitchen and we are in the process of stocking 

some “goodies” in the kitchen freezer just in case.  

Coffee hour does not need to be elaborate or time 

consuming.  Don’t pass up a great opportunity to 

get involved, chat a little and have a good time.  

The new 2020 sign-up sheet is hanging outside the 

kitchen just waiting for your name. Thank you all so 

much. 

 
 

 

Calendar Ca$h Out!! 
Don’t forget to enter your date in our Holiday 

Calendar Ca$h Out! Pick your favorite date for 

only $5.00.  Just imagine…..If every date of the 

year was chosen, the winner would receive a grand 

prize of $912.50! Calendar with dates still available 

in the parish house!  Winner will be drawn in 

January 2020 at our Annual Meeting. 

 
 

 

 

      



A VERY SPECIAL “DID YOU KNOW” 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

ROBERT M. KELLY, JR. 

 

 “Well Done” 
Funeral Sermon for RM Kelly 

By: The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell 

 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith.”  Words spoken by the 

Apostle Paul as he reflected on his life, words 

which many in our community – both in this 

particular faith community – and those in the larger 

community – have been pondering these days since 

we learned of the death of our beloved friend, 

father, brother, and colleague, Robert Michael 

Kelly. 

 

As we all know, there is so much that could be said 

about this man. But regardless of how you knew 

Bob, we have all come here today to mourn the 

deep, deep loss we feel. Like Mary and Martha of 

old, who so grieved the loss of their brother 

Lazarus, like Jesus who also wept at the tomb of his 

friend, so we grieve one whom we have deeply 

loved. 

 

You are going to hear from some of Bob’s friends, 

and I am certain that those from “the Christ Church 

crowd” may be surprised by what new things they 

may learn about this man we thought we knew quite 

well. But for those of you who have come from 

other places in Bob’s life, let me tell you what I 

have come to know – what WE have come to know 

about this man. 

 

Every month in our parish’s newsletter, the Crown, 

Bob would publish an article he called, “Did You 

Know?”  “Did you Know…..” Bob would ask. And 

then he would tell us what we needed to know. 

Today the tables are turned: I am doing the asking; 

The “Did you know?” about Robert Kelly. 

 

Did you Know: That Bob Kelly has served this 

parish as its most senior layleader at least twice? 

(Maybe three times – I think I’ve lost track!) As 

Senior Warden. Which is also known as “the 

Rector’s Warden” My right hand man. 

 

Did you know he also served as Junior Warden? 

Did you know he was our Parish Historian? Did you 

know he was the Chair of the Graveyard 

Commission? 

 

Did you know that Bob Kelly was the first Christ 

Church person to ever speak to this priest? Nearly 

twenty three years ago, when the parish was 

searching for a new Rector, it was Robert Kelly, 

who serving on the Search Committee, first called 

me and gave me my initial interview.  I guess you 

could say he is largely responsible for my being 

here. For that I am profoundly thankful. 

  

Did you know that Bob was instrumental in 

assembling our “Dead Actors’ Guild” and was a 

prominent player in it?  

 

Did you know that Bob was a member of the Saint 

Gregory’s Choir – which he deeply loved – for 

many, many years – long before my arrival here? 

Until his health would not allow him to climb the 

stairs any longer? Did you know  that Bob was also 

the chair of the Call Committee for our current 

Organist and Choirmaster? If not for Bob, we might 

not have Chris. And without Chris, we wouldn’t 

have Jamie. And countless others who have been 

drawn to Christ Church through our extraordinary 

music program. 

 

Did you know that Bob had a crazy idea about 

engaging students from Monmouth University to 

become interns here at Christ Church? Turned out it 

wasn’t so crazy! We’ve had more than a dozen such 

interns – who put together our website, have done 

historical research, worked on our records and 

database, made a series of videos and vignettes 

(which you can find on you-tube), have done 

incredible work in our graveyard, and are even now 

working on an Oral History Project many of us 

were just interviewed for it right before 

Thanksgiving! 

 

Did you know that when this parish celebrated its 

300th anniversary back in 2002 Bob was 

responsible for what was called “The Historic 

Objects Exhibit”? Could have been a little dry and 

boring, but can I tell you the Exhibit was not only 

thorough but phenomenally engaging? 



 

Did you know that Bob Kelly was the moving force 

behind the “HRMG” – the Historic Rose Memorial 

Garden  - and deftly coordinated what he named 

“Edith’s Angels” – members of the Shrewsbury 

Garden Club – to plant and care for that beautiful 

garden? 

 

Did you know that Bob took hold of our Stained 

Glass Windows and coordinated their total 

restoration – from obtaining grants to seeing the 

project through? Did you know that Bob “sat” upon 

the rector until she completed a booklet that 

catalogued the history and meaning of these historic 

windows? (I never would have done so without 

Bob’s persistent effort at pushing me forward on 

that - as well as countless other projects). 

 

Did you know Did you know that Bob did likewise 

with countless other grants? He was the King of 

Grants! From the huge grants we received after 

Superstorm Sandy to the repair of the Clock Tower, 

repainting its face, and several graveyard grants? 

 

Did you know that it was Bob who came up with 

the concept of “Christ Church Angels”? People who 

could fund small projects that were not eligible for 

grants? From a new computer or two to the painting 

of the Parish House to the handicap ramp. Christ 

Church has been blessed with many such Angels, 

Bob being the first among us. 

 

Did you know that it was Bob who was behind our 

great “1717” celebration of the 300th anniversary of 

the Vinegar Bible and all the many events 

surrounding it? Did you know that it was Bob 

Kelly, who in this last year of his life, was 

instrumental in seeing the completion of the 

restoration of this BEAUTIFUL ceiling above us 

which had been peeling and chipping away for 

years? 

 

Did you know that it was Bob - again in the last 

year of his life – who led the charge for us  -  

in not ONE huge anniversary – but TWO – the 

300th anniversary of our historic graveyard AND 

the 250th anniversary of this colonial church 

building? Can you imagine what he might do if he 

had another year? Just last week he was beginning 

to share with me his plans for what would come 

next. It amazes me to reflect on all he has done – 

and makes me a little tired, too! 

 

All of these things our Christ Church people know. 

We see it all around us. The lingering presence of 

Bob Kelly. But for all the “big” things Bob did, Did 

you know there were also “small things” he did – 

small things that touched people in big ways? Like 

being a Confirmation Sponsor for a teenager, and 

inviting teens to accompany him to the theater. Like 

sending who knows how many cards and notes to 

those who were ill or in trouble or simply needing 

some support? Did you know how many times I 

arrived at the hospital to visit someone to have them 

utter these words “Oh, Bob Kelly has already been 

here”?  

 

Bob, for all what I would call his “engineering 

nerdiness” was deeply pastoral, deeply caring. He 

thought about others – and then acted – he did 

something. There are countless sitting in these pews 

who have been on the receiving end of his kindness 

and generosity. I know I have. For Bob was not 

only an extraordinary leader in this community, he 

was an extraordinary friend. I will forever treasure 

his friendship, and I think I have learned how to be 

a better friend from knowing Bob Kelly. 

 

I have not spoken at all about Bob’s great love for 

his wife Anne, and for his daughter Kristen and her 

husband Scott. Or for his brother John and his wife 

Jill. His nieces and nephews. He spoke about you 

all the time. And I know how much you already 

miss him. 

 

Do know that you are not alone – for his loss is felt 

by so many of us  - we who were privileged to have 

Bob in our lives. But I do want to make one thing 

perfectly clear: 

 

For all that Bob loved his family, for all that Bob 

loved this church, most of all, Bob loved the Lord 

Jesus – his faith is what kept him anchored through 

all the difficulties of life and it was his faith that 

kept him always going forward, always considering 

what was ahead of him and all those he held dear. It 

was his faith that made him a man of such deep 

vision, always able to see HUGE things right in 

front of him – it is as if God opened up a curtain 

and allowed him to envision and see all kinds of 

things – and then he would sit back and begin 

designing a plan to make them work. And then of 

course, he would get the rest of us to come on board  

- ready or not – and make it all happen. 



 

The last email I got from Bob was a week ago 

yesterday, the day before his death. Even while in 

rehab, he was shooting me many emails every day. 

Never setting aside the work to be done. 

Making sure I wasn’t sitting around idle. 

 

This last one was asking me to give him the title to 

my last sermon (which was being uploaded to our 

website).  For did you know Bob was the one 

responsible for getting all our sermons on the web. I 

hate making up sermon titles; he often had to 

remind me. Needle me. Remind me again. But this 

one? This one is easy. “Well Done”. Well done, 

good and faithful servant. Well done, good and 

faithful friend. Well done, good and faithful father. 

Well done, good and faithful brother. 

 

For in the words of Paul, He has fought the good 

fight. He has finished the race. He has kept the 

faith. From now on, there is reserved for Bob the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord the 

righteous judge, gives him on this day,  

 

And not only to him, but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing. For the Christ does indeed 

come, not only as a babe in Bethlehem, but he 

comes to live in the hearts of all who will but open 

the way for him, filling our lives with joy and 

meaning, and most of all, with love. 

 

Well done, good and faithful servant. We miss you 

already. We still feel your presence. We look to that 

day when we will see you again. And we thank our 

most gracious God, for giving Bob to us, his family 

and friends: 

 

For did you know? 

        We too are called to be God’s faithful servants, 

  living in the light of his love, 

   now and always. 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Stories of Christ Church History  

       Robert M. Kelly, Jr. 

     Senior Warden, Parish Historian 

September 11, 1945 – December 8, 2019 

Did You Know? 
About our beloved, late senior warden, Bob Kelly 

By Jamie Green 

  Jamie Green, Vestry 
 
As I walked through the churchyard on my way to 

Bob Kelly’s visitation on Dec. 14, 2019, I thought 

of Bob’s many accomplishments on behalf of Christ 

Church, including the refurbishing of the many 

gravestones I saw—made possible by Bob’s grant-

writing skills—and the Heritage Rose Meditation 

Garden.  

 

As I entered the nave of the church, I looked up at 

our gleaming ceiling and thought of how Bob had 

shepherded that project through its twists and turns, 

to the benefit of parishioners and and all who visit 

the church. 

 

And then I saw the crowd inside the church 

gathered to mourn and remember Bob, and I 

realized that Robert M. Kelly Jr.’s greatest gift to 

Christ Church was his ability to bring people 

together. He could do so to celebrate a key date in 

the Church’s history or to find the connections that 

made possible lasting improvements to the Church 

building, cemetery or the musical and liturgical life 

of Christ Church.  

 

At Bob’s memorial service on Dec. 15 I was one of 

six people who eulogized Bob, along with Mother 

Lisa, who in her sermon borrowed Bob’s trope for 

The Crown of his ‘Did You Know?’ columns to 

explore some lesser-known facts about Bob. 

With your indulgence, I am repeating here the 

remembrances of Bob I delivered at his memorial 

service, supplemented by some thoughts that I cut 

out of my original eulogy. 

 

I have this theory about how much or how little we 

really know other human beings. It may not be 

terribly original, but here’s what I think. Each of us 

is like a diamond—some of us rough shaped, some 

darker hued, some of us brilliant in the light, all of 

us flawed (whether it’s obvious or not), but all of us 

very valuable, very precious.  

 



However, each of us knows only certain facets of 

every other person’s diamond, since some of those 

facets are deeply hidden or only are seen in the light 

at certain stages of a person’s life. But there are a 

number of facets I’ve seen and admired in Bob 

Kelly. 

 

One, for example, is that despite living in New 

Jersey for many years, Bob was always a New 

Yorker at heart, a facet that he told me sometimes 

didn’t mesh terribly well when he was ‘negotiating’ 

with somebody who came from, say, Oklahoma, 

though when I mentioned this at Bob’s memorial 

service, Mother Lisa good-naturedly denied any 

discord in her relationship with Bob. 

 

There’s another facet of Bob that I knew about, 

though it garnered only one short mention in Bob’s 

obituary. Bob was a graduate of Regis High School 

in Manhattan. In case you don’t know, Regis is 

widely considered the best high school in New York 

and among the top three or four high schools in the 

country as measured by SAT and ACT scores. But 

here’s the thing about Regis—it’s meant to attract 

the very best and brightest of (Roman Catholic) 

boys across the five boroughs and in the New York 

metropolitan area, especially those who are of 

modest means, since no tuition has been levied 

there for the more than 100 years that the school has 

existed. 

 

Each year more than 1,000 boys go through the 

challenging admissions process—and the incoming 

class is limited to 135 members. That tells you 

something about Bob’s intellect even at a young 

age, though we know that Bob never stopped 

learning, never ceased exercising that most 

important organ. 

 

Another facet of Bob Kelly is his love of music, 

especially sacred and classical choral music, and 

particularly in the English and Anglican tradition. In 

fact, the next-to-the-last email I got from Bob, three 

days before he died, was an obituary for the long-

time choir director at King’s College at Cambridge, 

who for decades directed the King’s choir in the 

lessons and carols service that the BBC transmits 

each Christmas Eve. 

 

Singing in the choir with Bob was an adventure—he 

had this booming bass voice matched by his 

enthusiasm for singing. But over the years, I 

observed that he became more subtle in his singing. 

He came to understand that just learning the notes 

of a piece wasn’t making music—it was 

appreciating the origin and meaning of the tune and 

the words, of the quiet spaces between the notes. 

Bob didn’t just appreciate music; he made music. 

 

My final facet about Bob is his love of history, 

especially of Christ Church. Two years ago, as part 

of our preparation for the 300
th

 anniversary of our 

Vinegar Bible, Bob and I went on a fascinating field 

trip to New York to see the copies of that Bible that 

are sitting in the JP Morgan Library and the main 

branch of the New York Public Library.  

 

Afterwards we had an early dinner at a Spanish 

restaurant that he had frequented when he was 

younger; I know Manhattan pretty well, but I had 

never been in that neighborhood—Bob was very 

much at home as we ate our tapas and drank some 

good Spanish wine and discussed 300-year-old 

printing processes. 

 

More recently, Bob told me about this idea he 

had—and which he said he had spoken to Joe 

Hammond about—to put Christ Church 

permanently in the black by writing and selling a 

screenplay for Hollywood that focused on the 

fascinating interplay between the senior warden of 

Christ Church when this building was being 

planned—Josiah Holmes—and the rector of the 

time, the Rev. Samuel Cooke.  

 

Mr. Holmes resigned from the vestry because he 

disagreed publicly and strongly with the building 

plans of our 1769 church championed by the 

Reverend Cooke; Josiah thought this building was 

too fancy, too refined. As the American 

Revolution’s storm clouds gathered, the loyalist 

Rev. Cooke got out of town permanently, though he 

left his eight children behind with relatives. Mr. 

Holmes, by contrast, returned to a leadership post at 

Christ Church and helped save our Anglican church 

from damage or destruction since he was a 

committed revolutionary who was highly respected 

by his fellow rebels. 

 

Like his forefather Mr. Holmes, Bob was always 

cooking up plans—and successfully writing 

grants—to save Christ Church. His last email to me, 

two days before he died, consisted of him checking 

on the status of our oral history project here at the 

about:blank
about:blank


church. Bob was a sweet man and very kind to me 

over the years, but he also was, um, persistent when 

it came to projects we were working on. 

 

I imagine now he’s got St Peter’s ear up above, 

suggesting ways to get more people into heaven, 

and regularly asking for updates on that project. I 

can also see him rehearsing for Christmas with the 

choirs of angels—they have a bass now who sings 

with gusto, a valuable commodity at Christmas time 

for that choir. 

 

I’ll miss Bob very much and will remember all 

those facets of his. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

A King Cake for Epiphany!  

 See next page for the Recipe  

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     
 Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 

November, 2019 

 

Category Actual Budget $ Over  

   (Under) Budget 

 

Plate  $ 2,648  $ 2,500  $ 148  

Pledge  $ 148,394  $ 153,538  ($ 5,144)  

Total Income  $ 193,433  $ 194,787  ($ 1,354) 

Total Expense   $ 201,463  $ 203,981  ($ 2,518)  

Net Income (Loss)  $ (8,030)  ($ 9,194)  ($ 1,164) 

 

 

Notes: 

 

1. The financials show that YTD, we have a net deficit of ($8,030). This is due to the high fuel oil costs 

incurred this winter. Through November a total of $25,400 has been transferred from the Endowment 

and Manson Funds to the Operating Account in order to pay expenses. 

2. Our current budget shows that our total income is $1,354 less than budgeted year to date. 

3. Our current expenses are $2,518 less than budgeted. 

4. Our pledge income YTD is $5,144 less than budgeted. 

5. The current deficit is $1,164 less than budgeted. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Christ Church. 

 

Sincerely, 

Beverlee Akerblom – Treasurer 



 

King Cake (for Epiphany) 

 

Brioche Dough: 

1/2 cup lukewarm water, 110 to 115 degrees  

2 packages dry yeast  

4 1/2 to 5 1/2 C sifted flour  

1/2 cup sugar  

1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg  

2 teaspoons salt  

1 teaspoon grated lemon rind  

1/2 cup lukewarm milk  

3 eggs  

4 egg yolks  

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons butter, softened  

1 egg, lightly beaten with 1 tablespoon milk  

dime, dried bean, or miniature doll 

Sugars:  

green, purple, and yellow food coloring, Pastes  

3/4 cup granulated sugar (12 tablespoons) 

Icing:  

3 cups confectioner's sugar  

1/4 cup lemon juice, strained  

3 to 6 tablespoons water  

2 candied cherries, halved  

 

Soften yeast in water. Combine flour, sugar, nutmeg and salt in mixing bowl. Stir in lemon peel. Make a well in 

center and pour into it the yeast mixture and milk. Add eggs and egg yolks, and with a large wooden spoon 

gradually incorporate dry ingredients into liquid ones. Beat in butter and continue beating until dough forms 

ball. (Mixing of the dough can be done in a food processor.) Place ball on floured board and incorporate more 

flour if necessary, by sprinkling it over ball by the tablespoon. Knead until smooth and elastic. Brush inside of 

large bowl with 1 tablespoon softened butter. Set dough in bowl and turn it so as to butter entire surface. (At 

this point you can refrigerate dough overnight.) Cover bowl and set aside for 1 1/2 hours or until doubled in 

bulk. Brush a large baking sheet with remaining butter. Punch dough down on lightly floured surface. Knead, 

then pat and shape dough into a cylinder about 14 inches long. Place on baking sheet and form into a ring. Press 

bean or doll into dough so that it is hidden. Set aside again to rise. When ready to bake brush the top and sides 

of the ring with the egg-milk mixture. Bake King's Cake in middle of oven at 375 degrees for 25 to 30 minutes, 

or until golden brown. Slide cake onto wire rack to cool. 

 

Prepare the colored sugars by squeezing a dab of green paste into the palm of one hand. Sprinkle 2 tablespoons 

of sugar over the paste and rub your hands together to color the sugars evenly. Set aside and repeat process with 

green, then twice with purple and yellow. (Do not mix sugars.) 

 

When the cake has cooled prepare the icing. Combine the confectioner's sugar, lemon juice and 3 tablespoons of 

water in a deep bowl and stir until the icing mixture is smooth. If too stiff to spread, beat in 1 teaspoonful water 

at a time, until desired consistency is reached. With a small metal spatula, spread the icing over the top of the 

cake, allowing it to run down the sides. Sprinkle the colored sugars over the icing immediately, forming a row 

of purple, yellow, and green strips, each about 2 inches wide, on both sides of the ring. Arrange 2 cherry halves 

at each end of the cake, pressing them gently into the icing. 

 

 
 

 



 

JANUARY 2020 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
   

1 
New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

2 
 

Office Open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

3 
Rector’s day off 

Office Open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

4 
 

 

 

5-10PM 
Parish House  

Band Rental 

5 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Epiphany Pageant 
 

Youth Group 

meeting  

following Service 

6 
Office Closed 

 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
ML+ vacation 

9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA Meeting 

9 
ML+ vacation 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
8:30PM 

AA Meeting 

10 
Rector’s day off 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

11 
ML+ vacation 

 
 

 

12 
ML+ vacation 

 

8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

Church School 

 

 

13 
ML+ vacation 

Office closed 

 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

14 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

17 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

18 
10-11:30AM 

Lector Training 

Church 
 

2PM 

GFS House blessing 

Rectory 

 

5-10PM 

Parish House 

Band Rental  

19 
 8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

 

20 
Office closed 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

 

11:30am 

Youth Group 

meeting 

 

6:00PM 

VestryMeeting 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week 

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

 

8PM 

AA meeting 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

 

8:30PM 

AA meeting 

24 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

AA meeting 

25 
 
 

 

26 
NO 8am service 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 
Church School 

 and 

ANNUAL PARISH 

MEETING 

 

27 
Office closed 

10am 

Clergy lectionary 

group-library 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM – Rectory 

 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

29 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Morning Prayer & 

Peak of the Week  

 

 

7-9PM 

Knitting Pearls @ 

Perky’s 

8PM 

AA meeting 

30 
 

31 
 

Office Hours: 

Tue. – Fri. 

9AM – 2PM 

 

 

 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 
 

VESTRY 2019 
 

Robert Kelly – Senior Warden  
James O’Connor – Junior Warden 

Walter Burrell 
Stephen Craven – I.T. 

Connie Goddard 
Jamie Green – Parish Life 

Edgar John 
Sue Napoletano – Christian Education 

Dianne Regiec - Outreach, Martha’s Cupboard 
 

 

Treasurer - Beverlee Akerblom 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo 
Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 

 

 
Photo by Jeff Veil 
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