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Prayer for a Pandemic 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who  
must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools closed 
 remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market  

remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for quarantine at home remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose Love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
 



Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief. 

Do justly, now.  Love mercy, now. 

You are not obligated to complete the work. 

But neither are you free to abandon it. - The Talmud 

 

  The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

It has been quite a ride, hasn’t it? I am hoping that soon we will once again be able to “ride” together. Now, you 

might not know this, but putting together the monthly edition of the Crown is not one of Casey’s and my 

favorite things. There is a lot of calling and emailing involved, asking you all to get those articles in. There is 

the making of the new service schedules; rather like herding cats, or hitting a moving target. And then there is 

the editing of the whole and finding the right pics to go inside. But this time, we have been surprisingly cheery 

about the whole process! We are so happy to let you know what has been going on and we are so looking 

forward to seeing you once more.  

 

I am enjoying sharing something of my cloistering journey with you every morning. I have also enjoyed hearing 

from you; each and every one of your responses is a delightful mini-conversation that has helped to let me know 

how you are doing. I hope you have also been receiving calls or emails from members of the Vestry. They have 

made it their mission to keep tabs on you! To know how you and your families are doing and to find out how 

we can best support and serve you. Do not hesitate to contact them – or me – if you need anything at all. After 

all, this is just what a community of faith is all about.  

 

The question I am so often asked is about when we might return to Sunday worship. The immediate answer is 

that I do not yet know. It seems every day there is a new piece of information as our government leaders and 

our church leaders assess what is best for us. The Bishop has put together a task force to examine every 

conceivable aspect of our common worship and they will be informing us of how to safely reopen. They hope to 

have a survey ready soon; it will be sent to all of you so you can voice your concerns, wishes, etc. concerning 

our gatherings. I can tell you this: when we return to the church it will look a little different! But that is okay. 

We will figure it all out together. 

 

Not too long ago, a member from our sister Christ Church in Middletown sent me an email with the above 

quote tagged along the bottom. The email itself was not so meaningful, a piece of business, really. But I loved 

the quote and have often reflected upon it during this time which can be so overwhelming. I hope it likewise 

inspires you to keep on doing what you do best: being the face and hands of voice of Christ wherever it is you 

go. We don’t have to do it all – and we might be doing it quite differently these days - but we are not free to 

abandon the work we have been called to do. Enjoy reading this special edition of the Crown. Alas, there is still 

no service schedule here, but we hope that will soon follow.  

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 



 

 

Diocese Re-Opening Task Forces Begin Work 

 

The decision to remain closed to in-person communal worship has been made by our bishop in 

consultation with the best available experts and information. Though painful to us all, the 

restrictions were made in a spirit of loving sacrifice intended to protect our community and our 

most vulnerable parishioners. 

 

As we move closer to re-opening, Bishop Stokes has called two special task forces of experts to 

help guide the diocese into the "new normal." 

  

Bishop Stokes has appointed the Re-entering, Re-opening and Re-imagining (RRR) Task Force 

to provide guidance to congregations on how and when to re-open. The Task Force includes 

approximately 20 members who represent the diversity of congregations in our diocese and 

bring skills and experience in public health, liturgy, and congregational life. The task force met 

for the first time this week and issued the following statement: 

  

This team is committed to providing preliminary guidance by June 5th so that parishes may 

begin the planning process. Each parish will create its own plan and submit it for review to the 

Task Force. We anticipate that the time it takes each parish to create and implement their plan 

will vary greatly. While some parishes may be able to resume limited use of their buildings 

shortly after the release of the guidelines, others may plan to open months later based upon the 

unique needs, composition, staffing and location of each parish.   --The RRR Task Force 

A second group--the Learnings and Breakthroughs Task Force--has been formed to look at the 

lessons we’ve learned during this crisis and how we can keep the good parts happening. We’ve 

been amazed at the level of community we’ve been able to build online, bringing Christ’s word to 

people who haven’t been in church in years. We don’t want to lose those aspects when we 

return to “normal.” 

 

Subscribe to Diocesan Communications! There's a lot happening right now. Make sure you 

always hear the news from the Diocese of New Jersey (copy and paste the site below to be 

added to their email.) 

 https://dioceseofnj.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5&id=9fb15a394c 

 

https://dioceseofnj.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5&id=9fb15a394c


Notes from the Senior Warden 
 

Hopefully everyone has been staying safe and well 

throughout these past two months.  I have spent 

more time at home than I have ever spent, and have 

learned about “zoom” meetings and talked via 

skype and duo on phones.  I have longed to speak in 

person with my children and grandchildren.  I have 

seen them sparingly outdoors.  I am sure the story is 

the same with many of you as well.  Old news. 
 

Around church, our property folks have been the 

busiest.  A leak in a toilet was repaired at the 

rectory.  The kitchen at the parish house was rid of 

some critters.  The organ in the church was repaired 

and refurbished.  Many plants, bushes and weeds 

were trimmed or weeded throughout the cemetery 

and the rectory property.  Three dangerous trees are 

soon to be removed - two from the rectory property 

and one from the cemetery property.  Thank you to 

the many folks who had a hand in each of these 

activities. 
 

A decision was made by the Vestry to convert the 

rectory from oil heat to gas.  The process was 

researched;  New Jersey Natural Gas was consulted, 

and several companies were contacted to provide 

quotes.  The contract with Brown’s Heating, 

Plumbing and Air Conditioning was approved and 

dates for commencement of work have been set for 

late June.   
 

Many folks have enjoyed online services during this 

time.  Also, Mother Lisa’s daily messages have 

been inspiring and thought provoking.  Bishop 

Stokes has provided guidance to clergy and lay 

leaders during this timeframe and there are 

resources available from the diocese.   
 

The financial folks applied for the federal Paycheck 

Protection Program loan and we recently found that 

we were approved.  This allows us to know that we 

can meet many expenses during this pandemic if the 

need arises, and that it is possible that we will not 

be required to pay it back.  We will keep you 

informed as we go along with the program. 
 

Our parish family has been generous with donations 

to Lunch Break, and the Monmouth County SPCA.  

Many folks donated dogfood, catfood and kitty litter 

which was sent to the MCSPCA especially for their 

assistance to families who found themselves out of 

work and having difficulty feeding their pets.  

Thank you to the many people who donated.  The 

coming weeks are back to kitten season.  Especially 

needed will be the small boxes for litter boxes once 

again.  If you have them available, you can leave 

them at the parish house, along with any dogfood, 

catfood or other items you can donate for the care of 

the pets.  Thank you. 
 

Stay well.   

Elaine Feyereisen 

 

PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 

Please advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us know so 

we can also keep our records/database up to date.  

Please send us an email or call the Church Office at 

732-741-2220.  
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: If you would like a person 

to be added, simply call the Church Office and leave your 
name, their first and last name; please specify if you do not 
want their last name published in the bulletin, and when 
appropriate, who the person is and the nature of their 
condition.   

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need 

or trouble:  *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, 

*John Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, *Jim Miller, 

*Beverly Ryser, *Judi Buncher, *Carolyn, *MiMi 

Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, 

*Tara Dunford, *Irwin Rapolla, *Lisa Ficarelli-

Halpern,  John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Stan 

Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, 

Julie, Heather Lance, Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy 

and John Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, 

Vieux, Judy, Bob Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, 

Alicia Binn, Savita, Farshid, Peedy, Gil, Edie, Julia, 

Marlene, Bert, Barbara Murgio, Sherrie, the 

Fontana family, James McKittrick, Don Smith, 

Greg, Frosty Romano, Judy Gregor, Jack Sauber, 

Rico and Liesel Rauschmayer, Bob, Jim Halpern, 

Joe, Jane Barnes, Jay Curlee, Alison, Rick, 

Geraldine Watson, Katie, Michael, Donna, Michelle 

Ten Eyck.  May they be relieved of their distress. 
  

For parishioners and friends serving in the 

armed forces both here and abroad:  Traver, 

Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline 

Brattan.  May they serve in safety and with honor. 

 

 



Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 

to all the members of Edith’s Angels for their love 

and devotion in the up keep of our Memorial 

Garden. 
 

 

to George Edwards for trimming our beautiful 

Cherry Blossom trees.   

 

 
 

We would sincerely like to thank those who have 

been sending in their pledge checks and 

offerings! We ask all of you to please try to keep up 

with your pledge.  We are trying to keep operations 

as normal as possible, and that means we need your 

continued support. 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 
 

 
 
 

Youth Group Prime 
 

Our Youth are on Zoom! Every Sunday evening 

from 5pm to 6pm we join for conversation, games, 

singing and Bible Study. All year long we have 

been examining the life of Jesus; we are currently 

exploring healing stories. If you would like to join 

us, let Mother Lisa know and she will email you 

meeting information. 

 

 

Girls Friendly Society 
“Bear ye One Another’s Burdens” is our motto – 

and we continue to do just that. On a positive note, 

GFS has been helping out during this pandemic, 

sending dinner to Riverview Hospital employees. 

Not so positive news is that our summer camp has 

been canceled for this year. We are hoping to be 

able to have some kind of small and properly 

distanced gathering before the end of the summer. 

Stay tuned! 

 

 

 Don’t forget   

Sunday, June 21 

 

Education for Ministry 
It took our EFM group a few weeks to figure out 

how we would finish out the year; we figured it out 

and are doing fine! Every Monday evening, we are 

zooming away. Seminar members from 

Woodbridge to Point Pleasant Beach have not 

needed to leave the comforts of their own living 

rooms to join us for our ever-lively discussions. We 

are in the midst of recruiting for September, when 

we believe we will be able to comfortably meet 

(group size is less than ten). If you are interested, 

please contact the Rector. 

 

 

 
Coffee Drive for Martha’s Cupboard 
Who doesn’t enjoy a nice cup of Joe? We are in the 

midst of a Coffee Drive to supplement our residents 

of Washington Manor. Please pick up an extra 

pound of regular or decaf on your weekly grocery 

run. You can drop them off in the Parish House any 

day of the week; Mother Lisa is usually here from 

9am to 12 noon. If no one is “home” you can leave 

them on one of the benches by the red doors. Kevin 

will be happy to bring them in for you.  



 
 

IT’S STILL YOUTH SUNDAY – 
EVEN THOUGH WE’RE APART 

 

Hey Kids! I Really Miss You! I miss being with all 

of you every week and doing fun things in class. I 

really miss walking into Church with you and 

having communion together. So, let’s get together!  
 

June 7 is a very special Sunday because it’s Trinity 

Sunday, considered a principal feast day in our 

church.  What is a feast day?  A feast day is a 

special day of celebration. On Trinity Sunday we 

celebrate the “one and equal glory” of the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, “in Trinity of Persons and in 

Unity of Being”  (BCP 380)  Think of it as 3 very 

special things in 1. But how can that be? What does 

that look like? 
 

I know you all have legos, stickers, glue, paper, and 

all sorts of materials that you can make things with.  

You are all so creative and I love seeing what you 

think up.  Maybe between now and June 7  you can 

conjure up your own Holy Trinity creation  of  “3 in 

1” to share at the Youth Sunday Gathering. 

Imagine it. Be outrageous. Think outside the box. 

Then make it real.   
 

Then get ready for BYO – “ICEC”! (bring your 

own ice cream.) As is our tradition on Youth 

Sunday, let’s make and devour ice cream Sundaes!  

BUT not just any sundae - how about extreme 3 in 1 

Sundaes? Which of you can make the yummiest 

one?  Start thinking now so we’ll all have 

something cool to share.   
 

Can’t wait!   With love, Mrs. Nap  
Topic: Youth Sunday Gathering  

Time: Jun 7, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and 

Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8636064579?pwd=VnN1

Sk56L3pucHVMWmNMT1NkZ3pZQT09 

Meeting ID: 863 606 4579 

For security purposes, let me know if you will be 

joining us so we can send you the PASSWORD to 

log on to the gathering.  susienap@yahoo.com or 

732-272-5135.   Love to hear from you.  

Payroll Protection Program 
 

Christ Church has applied for and has been 

approved for the Federal Government’s PPP 

(Payroll Protection Program) loan which is part of 

the CARES Act initiated by the Covid-19 

pandemic. This is a loan which helps small 

businesses (churches included) to continue paying 

their employees while the country is in quarantine. 

With proper documentation this loan will be 

forgiven, otherwise we will have 2 years to repay at 

1% interest. WE plan on sending in the proper 

documents! We were approved for a loan amount of 

$20,290. There was a formula used to come up with 

this figure and it took a few of us, Stephen Craven, 

Diane Ingenito, Lynn Marango, Beverlee Akerblom 

and me to get the information together. If you have 

tried to submit any forms during this pandemic, you 

can imagine what a stressful affair it was to get 

everything in. Even though it is a federal 

government loan, we had to apply through our bank 

(TD) and the system was overwhelmed with 

applicant trying to submit applications. I was 

knocked off the system a few times, then the system 

went down for the weekend, and then the money 

had been used up! Fortunately, the Fed’s approved 

more money and I was able to get the application 

submitted. Once submitted we were approved 

quickly. Hopefully, we will have the money shortly. 

All worth the hours of effort. Thank you to our 

wonderful team! 

 

Peggy James, Junior Warden 

 

 

 

Casie Kerr Scholarship Fund 
 

This Scholarship Fund is a special fund established 

many years ago to award graduating seniors 

from Christ Church for service done in the 

parish.  It was given its current name to honor one 

of our high school students, Casie Kerr, who died in 

a car accident in August 2000.  I encourage all our 

parishioners to contribute to this fund.  It is our 

way of giving special thanksgiving for the life and 

ministry of our children and it reminds them that we 

are still a source of support to them as they leave 

this place to further their studies.  Mother Lisa 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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Organ Restoration 
 

Last December, Chris Psolka reported that our 

beautiful organ was not performing as well as it 

should. Organ Guru Alan Binger did an evaluation 

on it at that time. With Chris newly returned from 

her sabbatical and Christmas fast approaching, we 

decided not to take immediate action, as the repair 

was not critically needed.  

 

But then along came a little thing we call a 

pandemic. With the church as quiet as a….well as a 

church, we thought this was the time to make the 

repair. For over two weeks various parts of the 

organ were disassembled, repaired and put 

reassembled, and now all is in good condition. 

Ready and waiting for whenever it is we return to 

church. 

 

 

 

 

WHEN WE RETURN…. 
We are not sure what church will look like when we 

return but one thing we were thinking is that you 

might want to have your own personal BCP to bring 

to church. (If you don’t already own one.) 

Let us know soon if you would like us to order one 

for you. ($20.00 per book).   

 

 
 

Community Garden Update 
 

 
 

Christ Church Garden 2020 - We may not be able 

to be in church but there are ways we can serve and 

worship without being inside.  The perfect way is to 

get involved in the Christ Church Shrewsbury 

community garden!  Here are ways you can 

participate or help: 

 

Provide us with your ideas and expertise on 

gardening.  What do you think is a good yielding 

crop to plant? If you are involved in the food bank 

or charitable food related group what are the 

needs? Help plant or locate good resources for 

plants. Take a week or two or more to stop by the 

garden pull a few weeds and water. This season we 

would like to frame the plot and make a sign for our 

little plot. Come by for a tour of the garden just to 

get some ideas on what goes on! Bring the kids! 

Donate materials or money.  

For more information: Contact Kim Roberts-

Honecker 732 530-7451 kimroberts05@gmail.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Christ Churches own Bob & Mariah Honecker have 

started a true crime podcast please listen rate and 

share if you like. 

 

Listen to The Family Crime Cast on Apple 

Podcasts. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-

family-crime-cast/id1510825447 

 

 
 

mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-family-crime-cast/id1510825447
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-family-crime-cast/id1510825447


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the ECW Annual Meeting and 

Ingathering Online or on the Phone 

 

Saturday, June 6 

10:00 a.m.-Noon 

 

Register on Zoom: bit.ly/ECW-2020 

To join by phone instead:  

       +1 301 715 8592 

       Meeting ID: 978 9307 8078 

 
The ECW Annual Meeting and UTO Ingathering 

has been moved to Zoom in accordance with 

pandemic restrictions on large gatherings. We hope 

you will be able to participate, by computer or with 

a phone call, as set forth below. We are pleased that 

our bishop, the Right Reverend William H. Stokes 

will be participating, as will our ECW Chaplain, 

Rev. Amy Cornell. 

 

We will acknowledge our Student Service Award 

Recipients for 2020, and we also will remember our 

necrology, remembering and praying for all 

Episcopal Church Women who went home to the 

Lord this past year. 

 

If you have not sent your parish's names to 

Diocesan ECW President Donna Freidel, please do 

so by June 1, by email dlfesq@aol.com or phone, 

856-232-2220. 

 

The Annual Meeting business will be covered, 

including our budget for the year and officer 

nominations. 

 

For the UTO Ingathering, parish representatives 

will be called upon to state their parish and, if 

known, the amount collected for UTO since last 

year. The contributions can be mailed to the 

Diocese, made payable to Diocesan ECW, and note 

on the memo line that it is a UTO contribution. 

Please contact Donna to if you have any questions. 

TAKE A VIRTUAL GARDEN TOUR!! 
 

Bill Cuff asked us to share the poster below.  Bill 

and Deacon Vicki reside in Keyport where Bill is an 

active member of the Keport Garden club. Bill takes 

much pride in his own garden which will be shown 

during one of the virtual tours!   

 

  

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA!!!! 
Are you on facebook?   

Be a friend of Christ Church on facebook!  

Recommend your friends become a friend of Christ 

Church also. Please share events and the good news 

about the exciting events we post. 

 

 
 

 

https://dioceseofnj.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5&id=df3142803f&e=70db73ce67
mailto:dlfesq@aol.com
http://www.cis.psu.ac.th/th/images/stories/facebook-logo.jpg


Monmouth County SPCA:  
Currently the MCSPCA is very well stocked with 

sheets and towels since everyone who is home has 

cleaned out closets and donated.  Their newest 

great need is to provide out of work dog/cat 

owners with food for their pets or kitty 

litter.  They can especially use bags of dry dog 

food, since that is most sought after.  Their theory is 

that families feel the crunch of unemployment and it 

will lead to having to give up a pet if they can’t 

afford pet food.  If you can purchase any pet food, 

please do so.  If you want to drop it off on the porch 

of the parish house, on the benches by the front red 

door I can pick it up and deliver it.  Please call me 

732-742-1227 or e-mail  elfeyer@yahoo.com me to 

let me know it is there. Thank you for helping the 

MCSPCA.  Please stay safe so we can all worship 

together soon.     Elaine Feyereisen  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

BLESSINGS SHARED 

Parish Finance Update 
 

Treasurer Report summary: 

 

With the COVID-19 Pandemic continuing we are 

still facing unprecedented financial (and other) 

challenges at this time. However, our near-term & 

current financial situation has thus far remained 

stable, while we continue to recognize the enormous 

uncertainty as the state and nation slowly forge 

ahead with tentative steps toward reopening. We 

are continuing to show our income to be slightly 

ahead of budget. Our pledges continue to be 

strongly above budget (our parishioners are truly 

amazing!), but it is unknown how long this trend 

may continue. And Christ Church has been told 

that we have been approved for a Payroll Protection 

Program loan from SBA (Small Business 

Administration) though we have not yet actually 

received any funds, we anticipate their receipt in the 

near future (update - these funds were received into 

the church account on May 27th). 

 

 

Sincerely,   

Steve Craven - Treasurer 

 

 
 

We have a few of these daily devotional books left 

(May, June, July issue).  Let us know if you would 

like us to mail one to you.  

 

“It takes a village to raise a child” 
 

From Queeni Quay…  

*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ 
Church supplied a scholarship for college.    
 

The number of COVID-19 cases keeps on rising 

everyday even in PH. We are currently on 

community quarantine and a city lockdown but I 

stay at home and continue to have my online classes 

while beating the deadlines for some requirements 

for this semester. I appreciate the concern and I am 

truly grateful for the prayers. I will keep in touch.  
 

I would really love to write an article about myself 

and an update about my studies but I don't think it’s 

the right time for that amidst the terrors COVID-19 

brings and the heartbreaking reality that the world is 

suffering right now. So I wrote a short inspirational 

article instead that people can read when the Crown 

is published.    
 

      I know that the world is in chaos right now but 

remain calm and faithful. It’s important to follow 

preventive measures as COVID-19 keeps on 

dominating the world. Remember, only God's LOVE 

can conquer the world. He is merciful, He is 

watching us and He hears all our prayers. There is 

just a time for everything so rely all these things to 

Him. Just like every cold season, summer will 

spring in its time and light symbolizes hope. There 

is always HOPE. It may have been quite a rough 

start for this year but you'll never know if great 

things lie ahead. So keep fighting and in God's 

grace the world will HEAL. Stay safe and know that 

my prayers are with you.  
 

Cordially yours, Queeni from PH 

mailto:elfeyer@yahoo.com


PROPERTY & GRAVEYARD HAPPENINGS – MAY 2020 

 
  

 

 

 

 

By: Mark A. Roth 

Property Manager and Graveyard Chair 

 

PROPERTY . . . 
 

Parish House - Although we have not met as a Church Family in over 10 weeks, there have been many projects 

that have been arranged for implementation, and, one very evident project that has been completed for several 

weeks now: The Parish House Restrooms. The previous Men’s and Women’s bathrooms have been 

reconfigured into one Handicap restroom, and, one general restroom. Both of these have new amenities, paint, 

etc., and, each are for use by both men and women.  We had hopes of being able to fund and have the work 

completed over the Summer and ready for September 1, 2020. But, with the help of your prayers, donations and 

a few “Angels”, the project is ready and just waiting for us to return so that we can all appreciate it fully. 

 

                   
 

Other ongoing PH Projects are as follows: The HVAC system needs to be revamped.  While three quotes have 

been received for this work, the obtaining of natural gas service, which is basic to cost-effectively operate it, is a 

challenge that we are still addressing. Ongoing maintenance on the driveway fence posts and chains will result 

in better visibility as well as longer life of these essential perimeter markers. Bushes, shrubbery and plantings 

are being tended to as well as lawn maintenance and property cleanliness. The appearance of our property is one 

of which we can all be proud. Recently, there was a call out for volunteers to help with the clean up of the 

kitchen. Volunteers are needed! 

 

Rectory – There has been a worsening deterioration of the HVAC system at the Rectory over the past few years 

which has brought us to the point where it has become necessary to replace it.  Having obtained quotes from 

three HVAC specialty firms, the Vestry has selected a well-known, reputable local vendor who will commence 

work in June.  In conjunction with this, it was necessary to arrange with New Jersey Natural Gas to run a line 

from the street to the Rectory and also provide a service meter.  This work will be completed prior to the HVAC 

system installation. 



                
           HVAC damage in living room                                Upstairs toilet leak damage to ceiling below 

 

Several weeks ago, water began leaking down from the second floor to right above the back door. At first we 

thought this was due to the faulty HVAC system (which caused leaks in the living room, see above photos). But 

Mother Lisa and her family realized it was correlating to the flushing of one of the upstairs toilets. Jeff Veil and 

Walter Dein recently changed out the seal on that bathroom toilet. Next up is to repair the hole below the toilet.  

 

 

Several safety projects are being addressed. The front steps have been in need of an overhaul. A quote for 

masonry work to fix the steps revealed the high cost of such work, and, therefore, another resolution was agreed 

upon; replace the structure with wood. In the interim time, Jeff Veil has made what repairs he can to the 

masonry work; the wood stairs will neatly go on over those repairs, thus strengthening the steps. The details of 

this last phase are presently being worked out. 

 

     
 

In addition, paint has been purchased to give the garage a much-needed new coat of paint. Hedges were 

trimmed, flower beds were weeded, yard debris has been cleared away, gutters cleaned, and, a broken flower 

box repaired.  

 

Church – The four levels of the clock tower are scheduled for cleaning and switching to summer ventilation.  

Also, the bell supports and striking mechanisms will be inspected. Careful maintenance is being given to our 



1862 clock. The Anniversary signs are being changed out for our regular signs. Flowers, shrubbery and bushes 

surrounding the church are being tended and pruned where necessary. 

      

Rectory and Church – Our Black Walnut trees – two behind the Rectory and one at the parking lot end of the 

Parish House driveway – have been giving us challenges for a number of years. Beside the shedding of limbs, 

and the aging of the trees themselves, the trees have given us issues with the dropping of the walnuts. If you 

have been a parishioner for more than one year, you know what I mean. We have obtained four quotes from 

local tree specialists to remove each of the three trees and grind the stumps flush with the ground, and Becker’s 

Tree Service is now scheduled to take the trees down at the end of June. 

 

 

 
Damage caused to car parked at the Rectory 

 

Many other general maintenance items are being done on a regular basis. I wish to acknowledge and thank 

George Edwards, Walter Dein, Jeff Veil, Mother Lisa, Peggy James, Elaine Feyereisen and so many others for 

continuing the steadfast efforts necessary to keep all the working parts of this complex property lovingly 

attended to with care and pride. We are truly blessed. 

 

GRAVEYARD . . . 

Our historic graveyard is of deep interest to the families of the dear Souls who are interred there, historians both 

individual and organized (Monmouth County Historical Commission), and, to each of us.  It is also a place of 

immense pride for each of us who call this Church our home. To keep it in good repair, safe from damage and 

well maintained in perpetuity, we are charged with its oversight. We are also exploring ways to keep our 

graveyard viable for many future years as a serene resting place for future Souls who wish to sleep there. To do 

this, we examine the state of the headstones, the condition of the grade of the soil, the driveway and parking lot, 

the walkway, the visual appeal and health of the grass, plantings and trees, and, the frame that contains it all – 

our fence. 

 

 Although this is one area where we have not addressed construction or improvement issues over these past 

months, the graveyard remains well-groomed and properly cared for, as it should be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 



The Grimke Girls and Their Shrewsbury Connections  
 

               
                                                                 Angelina Grimke                        Sarah Grimke                  John Grimke gravemarker 

By: Connie Goddard 
 

Many of us have heard about the John Grimke grave marker along the walk between the sanctuary and 

the Parish House, and we were reminded of it in Ryan Radice’s talk that Mother Lisa sent around a few weeks 

ago. And most of us are now familiar with the story of how a South Carolinian general, jurist, and slaveholder 

who died in 1819 came to be buried in our church yard. But the Grimke family’s connection with Shrewsbury, 

and with some very current concerns, is far more extensive than the happenstance of the father being here.  
  

As the nation celebrates the centennial of the passage of the 19
th

 Amendment that extended the franchise 

to women, the names of two early suffragists are likely to come up: two of the Grimke daughters, Sarah (1792-

1873) and Angelina (1805-1879). But before they became noted – or notorious -- as two women who had the 

temerity to speak before crowds that included (gasp!) men, they were known as abolitionists. Finding the 

practice of slavery abhorrent, they felt forced to leave their family’s comfortable home in Charleston, and the 

included the Episcopal faith of their family. They moved to Philadelphia and joined Quaker meetings there, and 

this led to another local connection – during the summer of 1836, the sisters spent part of their time staying with 

their friend Margaret Parker at, we assume, the Parker Homestead still standing in Little Silver (right next to 

Sickles). More than likely while there, they attended the Quaker meeting on Sycamore Avenue, right across the 

street from their father’s grave. 
  

Around the same time, the mid-1830s, the sisters began working with another early abolitionist, 

Theodore Weld, a powerful orator and agent for the American Anti-Slavery Society. But even Weld along with 

other male abolitionists was put off by the Grimke sisters’ forthrightness – they worried that by combining a 

crusade for suffrage along with anti-slavery would hurt the latter cause. Nevertheless, Sarah and Angelina 

persisted. In addition to their role as public speakers, they wrote tracts such as Letters on the Equality of the 

Sexes. In 1838, Theodore and Angelina, despite their differences, married; both sisters contributed to Weld’s 

pivotal book American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses (1839). A decade later, its true tales 

would be transformed by their friend Harriet Beecher Stowe into Uncle Tom’s Cabin.      
  

Before the Civil War, the Welds, along with Sarah Grimke, lived in northern New Jersey, where, along 

with other projects, they started a school and lived in a communal society. In 1868, the sisters discovered they 

had three nephews, sons of one of their brothers and an enslaved woman who lived together on the family 

plantation in South Carolina. Two of the brothers, Francis and Archibald, also distinguished themselves. 

Archibald, after graduating from Harvard Law School, became a noted journalist and diplomat, serving as 

ambassador to the Dominican Republic in the 1890s. Francis, a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary, 

eventually became pastor at a leading Presbyterian church in Washington, DC. While there, he became friends 

with the writer T. Thomas Fortune, whose former home in Red Bank is now a center for celebrating African-

American culture and history. 
  

Parishioners wanting to know more about the Grimke sisters might want to read Sue Monk Kidd’s 2014 

novel The Invention of Wings, which is a fictionalized account of Sarah Grimke’s long friendship with an 

enslaved girl, Hetty, called Handful – because she was. In violation of South Carolina law, Sarah taught Hetty 

to read, and the two set off on lives of adventure, accomplishment, and great sorrow. A harrowing tale, but a 

handsome and worthy connection for us all.  



  
 
 

“Covenant House Hosts a Virtual “Night of a Thousand Stars” 
 

“Life on the streets is a dead end” stated one of the thousands of young people served by Covenant 

House who contributed their voices to the association’s brightly lit ”Night of a Thousand Stars” online fund 

raiser held on Monday evening, May 18. Though we at Christ Church tend to think of the organization as 

locally based because of our relationship with the residences in Asbury Park and Newark, it’s not only a 

national group but an international one – there are Covenant Houses in 31 cities and a half-dozen countries. The 

stars and personalities and performances lined up to participate in this highly entertaining assemblage of 

technology and talent ranged from Dionne Warwick singing “What the world needs now is love, sweet love” to 

Ariana Du Bose, a young woman who played Maria in a recent film of “West Side Story.”   

  

Board member and Broadway star Audra McDonald, aided by board member and newscaster John 

Dickerson, MC’d the event with charm and testimonials – “with your help,” 2,000 kids will sleep safely 

tonight,” said one as the event got underway with the Covenant House choir singing “Somebody to Lean On.”  

Less familiar stars like Nikki Sixt added their own testimonials – once a drug addict going nowhere, he claimed 

“music saved my life.” A young woman whose own life now has a future said that Covenant House helped her 

learn “how to get out of my own way.” Dozens of other Covenant kids made appearances, most via video taken 

while they were involved in house activities. 

  

Diane Keeton and Meryl Streep were among stars who made cameo appearances: “While many of us are 

sheltered at home, many of us don’t have a home at all,” one claimed. Jon Bon Jovi sang and Steven Colbert 

told about his first job, in construction handling a jack-hammer as a teenager. And he offered advice to other 

young workers: “be competent and enthusiastic; arrive first and leave last; don’t wait to be asked a second 

time.” A job, he said, is “like water in the dessert.” 

  

Covenant House CEO, and Fair Haven resident, Kevin Ryan noted that Covid-19 had wiped out 70% of 

the jobs Covenant House kids had held before the outbreak. In his plea for donations, he said “This virus raged 

into our lives and turned out the lights.” It “pummeled us,” leaving the organization even more in need of 

donations that usual.   

  

The organization website www.CovenantHouse.org remains open for contributions. And the group will 

again hold its annual sleepout on June 26 – but this year it will be a virtual one. In past years, Christ Church 

members have supported Mother Lisa, Jim O’Connor, and others by contributing $1,000 for our team. This 

year, organizers are urging supporters to “sleep out” on porches and decks, somewhere that challenges our 

comfort level. Over the next few weeks, we’ll discuss how we can “sleep out” with Covenant House again this 

year.  
 

Connie Goddard 
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Sleep Out: Asbury Park Goes Virtual 

Stay Home, Sleep Out, Save Lives! 

New Date: June 26th, 2020 

  

 
 

         

 

  
  

To ensure everyone’s safety during the COVID-19 Pandemic, our Sleep Out: Asbury Park Community 

Edition has been rescheduled to Friday, June 26th. For the first time you will be able to experience 

an inspiring Virtual Program from your home.  You will hear from our staff and kids and be in 

solidarity with the thousands of kids that call Covenant House New Jersey their home.  For just one 

night, you’ll be a little out of your comfort zone.  We encourage you to pick a spot in or outside of 

your home.  Sleep in your garage, deck or on your porch. You will get a glimpse into what our kids 

experience when they are out on the streets alone and afraid.  

You will be provided links to join us live for an engaging program via your computer or smartphone. 

This Sleep Out will help us keep our doors open and our programs running.   While the world has 

been asked to shelter at home and stay quarantined, Covenant House kids didn't have a place to call 

home...  We have now become their HOME.   

Please reach out to your family and friends to ask for support for your Sleep Out. The kids are 

counting on you. While in years past our suggested fundraising goal was $1000, today we 

ask that you do the best you can to raise support to care for our young people during a 

time when there is so much need.  At this time we need your help and support more than 

ever.  COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in us having to alter all of our fundraising plans for this 



spring. These events provide a substantial amount of the money we use to provide safe housing, 

food, clothing, and other critical resources for our young people.   COVID-19 pandemic has also 

increased our costs for cleaning our facilities, food, youth activities, and other protection equipment 

needed to keep our staff and youth safe.  

 

   
 

 

2019 Christ Church Sleep Out Team! 

 

Join us this year 2020 “Virtually”  

or help support one of the team members  

by making a donation. Our Christ Church team page 

link will be set up soon and posted in the weekly email! 
 

 

 



WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING……… 

 

The Dunford family spent some quality quarantine time  

creating this beautiful Stained Glass window!    

 

           
 

Mother Lisa and Clare are fostering some bunnies 

through the Pandemic! 

 
 

       
                             Little Girl                                Regina George                                         Sitting Pretty 

 

 

 

Send us your photos to share! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  June 2020 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

 
 

1 
 

 

 
7PM 

 EFM  Zoom 

2 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

7:30PM 

Choir Zoom  

5 
 

Make time to do 

something kind for 

yourself! 

 

 

6 
 
 

7 
 

10AM 

Youth Sunday Zoom 

 
5PM 

Youth Group Prime 

Zoom 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

7PM 

 EFM  Zoom 

9 
 

 

10 
 
 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 
Choir Zoom 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

13 
“Hope is a renewable 

option: If you run out 

of it at the end of the 

day, you get to start 

over in the morning.” - 

Barbara Kingsolver, 

Novelist  

 

14 
 

 

 

 
5PM 

Youth Group Prime 

Zoom 

15 
 

 

 

 

7PM 

VESTRY 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

Write a list of things you 

feel grateful for in your 

life and why. 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

Choir Zoom 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
 

 
  

 

 

21 
FATHER’S DAY 

 

 

 
5PM 

Youth Group Prime 

Zoom 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

Did you make your 

donation to the Christ 

Church Team Covenant 

house sleep out? 

 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

7:30PM 

Choir Zoom 

 

26 
  

 

Covenant House 

Virtual Sleep Out 

Fundraiser 

27 
 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

 
5PM 

Youth Group Prime 

Zoom 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
Wishing you all a very happy Father’s day. (photo by Jeff Veil) 



Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2020 
 

Elaine Feyereisen – Senior Warden 
Peggy James – Junior Warden, Stewardship 

Walter Dein – Building and Grounds 
Connie Goddard - Outreach 

Edgar John – Overseas Missions 
Larry Nibbling - Finance 

Joanne Montgomery – Bazaar Chair  
Dianne Regiec – Parish Life 

Mark Roth – Property Coordinator 
 

Treasurer – Stephen Craven 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo, Larry Nibbling 

Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 
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