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Reentering, Reopening, Reimagining 

Sunday, July 5th 

9am – in the Church 

5pm – Mass on the Grass 
 

 

 

 
 

Please read the article “This is How We Love One Another” for detailed directions, guidelines and information 

on what returning to church will require. (pg.3) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

  Dear Friends, 

 

How I have missed saying those words above! It has been nearly four months since we have been together for 

corporate worship; I am ready to be back. Well, almost! Both of our plans for reopening (one for the church, 

one for Mass on the Grass) have been approved by Bishop Stokes. I am realizing that was the easy part! Now 

we have turned our attention to making sure everything is ready for Sunday, July 5th. Independence Weekend is 

given a new meaning as we feel emancipated from worshiping in the solitariness of our own homes and rejoin 

with those who come with joy to meet our Lord.  

 

This edition of the Crown is devoted to how Re-Opening will happen. You will find very helpful information 

about how everything will work and what you need to do and bring with you. However, as much as I wish each 

and every one of you could join us this Sunday, as your priest and Rector, my first words to you are these: 

Please do not come to church if you feel uncomfortable in any way. We will be taking every precaution 

necessary, but I know some of you are in higher risk categories. Please take care of yourself and your family. It 

will not be that much longer (or so I pray!) that all will be able to safely return to pew and table. 

 

Now onto what might look different: you will need to bring your own facemask; they will be required by 

everyone throughout the service (there are exceptions for those who are leading worship and reading the 

scriptures.) You may also wish to bring hand sanitizer and gloves, but these are not essential. We will make 

masks and gloves available in case someone has forgotten theirs, but we prefer for you to bring your own. If 

you are coming to the morning service in the church, you will need to bring your own BCP (Book of Common 

Prayer). If you need one, please contact the office, and we will have it ready for you. If you are coming to the 

outdoor service (please note that it is on SUNDAY July 5th, at 5pm; after this on SATURDAYS at 5pm) you 

will need to bring your own chair. No BCP is necessary, as we will use the usual service sheet, one-time use 

only. All paper will be safely disposed of at the end of the service. 

 

The pews have been clearly marked at distances of at least 6’. However, couples and families may sit together. 

When you enter the church, you will be met by an usher. You must check in with the usher before being 

seated. They will ask for your name, and perhaps your contact information, if they do not already have it. This 

is necessary for the required Contact Tracing. All contact information will be kept safely stored in the office. If 

someone who attended your service becomes sick or tests positive, we will inform all those who were at 

worship by a phone call. We will NOT release the name/s of anyone who has tested positive or become ill.  

 

We will be celebrating Holy Eucharist! but also a little differently. Everyone will proceed up the same aisle (in 

the church, on the south – lectern – side; in the parking lot, on the west – fence – side) and return down the 

opposite aisle, to ensure 6’ distancing, which will be marked for you. There will be a hand sanitizing station 

before you reach the altar for each person to use. There will be no kneeling at the rail. Each person will stand on 

the designated “X” before the open gate to receive communion, bread only, and only in your hand. You may 

pull down your mask to place the consecrated host in your mouth, then back on it goes! If I happen to touch 

anyone’s hand, I will sanitize again before the next person approaches.  

 



Sadly, there will be no congregational singing (which is highly risky behavior!). At the morning service we will 

have music. A cantor will be a safe 30’ from anyone, leading us in hymns. Did I mention? you can always hum! 

I am sure I will be humming away under my mask; for how can one not make a joyful song to the Lord? There 

will be no contact during the Passing of the Peace. I don’t think this will be a problem – we have all learned to 

greet one another in many creative ways during this pandemic. There will be no greeting at the door of the 

church by clergy (we may be waving from a safe distance across the lawn!). There will be no Coffee Hour or 

Iced Tea on the lawn. We encourage you not to linger too long on either lawn or parking lot; please remember 

that the best way to love and respect one another is to put your neighbor’s safety first and foremost in all you 

do.  

 

If anyone would like to receive communion privately, do call and talk to me about it. We need to be clear about 

protocols to protect both you and the people who might come to visit you. The same goes for any pastoral 

needs. Both Deacon Vicki and I are available to assist you in any way we can. 

 

Lastly, please know that the Wardens and I are keeping a careful eye on what is going on out there in the world; 

New Jersey has been decreasing numbers of cases and doing very well with taking precautions, but there are 

many places heating up around our country. If we feel the need to slow down reopening, or find we need to shut 

back down, we certainly will. Nothing is more important to us than your health, safety, and well-being – and all 

those with whom you might have future contact.  

 

I will hope to see you in a few days. Do have a very safe holiday; and continue to pray for our church, our 

nation, and the world. 

 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+  

             
 

 

 

 

 



“This is How We Love One Another” 
 

 

Directions and Guidelines for Returning to Church 

 
Please carefully read the following directions and guidelines. It is important to every member of the 

congregation that everyone thoroughly understand and follow them.  They have been developed using the 

directives outlined by the diocese and they are pertinent to the plan that was submitted and approved by the 

Bishop and allows our parish to open for services.   

 

1.In the parking lot, please allow ample space between your car and the next. 

 

2.As you arrive: 

a.Wear a mask from the time you step out of your car. 

b.Bring your own gloves if you choose to use them. 

c.You may wish to bring your own hand sanitizer. 

Some masks, gloves, and sanitizer will be available; we prefer you to bring your own.  

3.Contact with others is discouraged – no handshaking, or hugging. 

4.Parish house bathrooms are open and available. Directions regarding self-cleaning the bathroom upon each  

   use are provided in each bathroom along with disinfectant wipes to do so. 

5.Other parts of the Parish Hall and House are off limits at this time.  

6.During the summer months, no children’s classes or childcare will be available.  

 

 

 

Indoor Worship:  
 

1.You may enter through the main doors or through the handicap ramp; keep in mind a 6 feet social distance. 

2.An usher or greeter will meet you and will ask for your name and contact information. We are required to  

   maintain this list in the event that one of our attendees contracts Covid 19.   

3.Bring your own Book of Common Prayer. None will be available in the pews. If you need one to be  

   purchased, do contact the church office. 

4.There will be no congregational singing; hymnals are not needed. 

5.Pews are marked and any paper information needed will be in that pew. Other pews will be identified as “No  

   Seating.” Do not sit in them. This arrangement is designed to allow for 6 feet between parishioners. Seats    

   available in each pew will be marked with an X – one at each end of the pew.  Please sit on the X.  

6.Members of a household are welcome to sit together in a pew, being careful to maintain a 6’ distance from  

   all other worshippers. 

7.No collection plate will be passed. Please continue to mail in your donation or use bill pay through your bank.   

   However, a donation plate will be available at the usher’s tables and at the hand sanitizer table in which to      

   place donations either before, during, or after the service. 

8.At the conclusion of the service, please exit without crowding near each other, keeping the 6 feet distance in   

   mind. No hand shaking or hugs at the door. This is not the time for conversations. Simple greetings are most     

   appropriate. 

 

 

 



Outdoor Worship 

 

1.Bring your own chair; none will be provided.   

2.Place 6 feet apart as noted on the marks on the ground. 

3.Please announce your name to the usher/greeter. If we do not have your contact information, we will need to  

   ask for that as well. We are required to maintain this list in the event that one of our attendees contracts Covid  

4.Marks on the ground will indicate spots to place your chair. Members of a household are welcome to sit  

   together, being careful to maintain a 6’ distance from all other worshippers. 

5.The worship booklets will be replaced by a single sheet for the service, and a sheet with the lessons. An usher  

   will bring them to you. Please take them with you when you leave or place them in a marked trash receptacle. 

6. Please continue to mail in your donation or use bill pay through your bank. However, a donation plate will be  

    available at the usher’s table and at the hand sanitizer table to place donations either before, during, or after  

    the service. 

7.At the conclusion of the service, please return to your cars, keeping the 6 feet distance in mind. No hand  

   shaking or hugs. This is not the time for conversations. Simple greetings are most appropriate. 

 

 

 

Holy Communion: All Services 

 

1.The ushers will direct parishioners up the south aisle of the church, or the east aisle outside, with 6’  

   distancing; parishioners will approach singly, unless assistance is needed. If so, please speak with an usher. 

2.As you approach the sanctuary (altar), a hand sanitizer station will be on your right. Please use it.   

3.Mother Lisa will place the host in your hand – without touching your hand. There is no distribution of the    

   host into the mouth. There is no distribution of wine at this time. 

4.If you prefer to receive a contactless blessing, stand in front of Mother Lisa with your arms crossed in front of  

   your chest. 

5. Proceed across the front of the church down the north aisle and return to your seat. Outdoors will maintain a  

    circular path as well. 

 

 

 

For Everyone! 

 

 In the event that you test positive for Covid 19: please call Mother Lisa or a Warden immediately. We will 

need to contact everyone who has been in contact with you and take the necessary precautionary measures of 

cleaning all areas. We are also required to report any cases to the Bishop. Please be reassured that no names 

will be released to the members of the congregation. 

 

At this time we are not taking reservations for our services. So be sure you arrive in time to find a space, 

knowing that there is a possibility that we may fill to capacity. The outdoor service can accommodate far more 

than the indoor service; but do remember to bring your own chair and know you may be seated quite a distance 

from the altar area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Please advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us know so 

we can also keep our records/database up to date.  

Please send us an email or call the Church Office at 

732-741-2220.  
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual 
basis.   (Please get consent before adding a name to the 
list.)  Call the Church Office 
 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need or 

trouble:  *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, *John 

Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, *Jim Miller, 

*Beverly Ryser, *Judi Buncher, *Carolyn, *MiMi 

Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, 

*Tara Dunford, *Irwin Rapolla, *Lisa Ficarelli-

Halpern,  John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Stan 

Brower, Queeni, Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, Julie, 

Heather Lance, Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy and 

John Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, Vieux, 

Judy, Bob Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, Alicia 

Binn, Savita, Farshid, Peedy, Gil, Edie, Julia, 

Marlene, Bert, Barbara Murgio, Sherrie, the Fontana 

family, James McKittrick, Don Smith, Greg, Frosty 

Romano, Judy Gregor, Jack Sauber, Rico and Liesel 

Rauschmayer, Bob, Jim Halpern, Joe, Jane Barnes, 

Jay Curlee, Alison, Rick, Geraldine Watson, Katie, 

Michael, Donna, Michelle Ten Eyck, Marilyn 

Rocky, Tabitha Shimooka.  May they be relieved of 
their distress. 
  

For parishioners and friends serving in the armed 

forces both here and abroad:  Traver, Michael, Bo, 

Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline Brattan.  May 
they serve in safety and with honor. 

  

 
 

Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 
 

to all those individuals who help guide, teach, and 

nurture our children through the good works of our 

Church School and Youth events.  Special thanks 

to Mrs. Sue Napoletano for everything she does!  

to everyone who did such a beautiful job getting the 

worship space ready for our return. Special thanks 

to our Senior Warden, Elaine Feyereisen and our 

Junior Warden, Peggy James. 

 

to Walter Dein who weeded and mulched in 

preparation for our return. 
 

to Judi Buncher for her donation of face masks.  

All proceeds of sales are going to the Fr. Mainer 

fund.  

 

 
When in our Music God is Glorified…. 
After almost twenty years as our Choirmaster and 

Organist, the very talented Chris Psolka has 

announced her upcoming retirement. Chris has 

faithfully led our choirs and congregation in song 

and worship, with creativity, passion, and a sense of 

humor. She has taught all of us to sing better, and 

helped our prayers to ascend to heaven a bit faster. 

We will sorely miss her, perhaps none more than 

me. Having Chris on staff here at Christ Church has 

made my ministry here so much easier! She has 

been a pleasure to work and collaborate with; not 

only a highly competent colleague, but also a much 

beloved friend. An “end date” has not been 

determined; this pandemic makes everything a little 

more difficult to maneuver, and she has generously 

offered to stay on as long as we need her. 
 

However, respecting her decision to retire, I have 

formed a Search Committee consisting of the 

Rector, the Wardens, Deacon Victoria Cuff, and 

Barbara Carroll. We will begin the search process 

following the re-opening of the church for services. 

If you have any thoughts or suggestions, you may 

contact any one of us; your input is desired, and it 

will stay confidential. As we do not know the future 

of singing in churches, this will be new territory for 

us to navigate. Do keep us in your prayers. We will 

share with you what we can when it is appropriate. 

And please keep Chris in your thoughts and prayers 

as well. We wish her the very best in whatever and 

wherever our Lord leads her next. 

Mother Lisa Mitchell+ 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Second Saturday: Just as in past years, workdays 

take a break during July and August.  Hopefully 

they will resume in September. However, that does 

not mean there isn’t work to do! The plants 

continue to grow and weeds continue to creep long 

into everything. We welcome anyone who would 

like to spend some quiet time weeding the 

walkways, gardens and parking lots. See you in 

September...or maybe weeding out in the graveyard 

…. Walter Dein 

 

 

Community Garden Update 
 

We have 4 tomato plants, several varieties of 

lettuce, cucumbers from seed starting to come in 

and lavender that came back from last year.  

We will be harvesting lettuce this week for donation 

to lunch break. If anyone knows of other areas of 

need please let us know. 

 

For any information or suggestions about the Christ 

Church Garden contact kimroberts05@gmail.com 

732 530-7451 
 

 
 

 
 

Altar, Narthex and Sanctuary Lamp 
Offerings 

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR FLOWER OFFERINGS 

OVER THE SUMMER!   
Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have 

beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex. These 

are provided by our parishioners, usually in memory 

of someone or in thanksgiving to God for someone 

or something. PLEASE NOTE THAT DURING 

THE SUMMER MONTHS WE Do NOT have 

flower arrangements but have PEACE plants at the 

Altar and Narthex. This helps us to save some 

money. We still ask that people make donations in 

memory/thanksgiving/celebration of loved ones and 

these will be listed as usual in the bulletin.  Thank 

you so much.   

 

If you would like to donate flowers or the weekly 

sanctuary candle, please email the parish office: 

christchurchshrewsbury@verizon.net 

 

Checks should be made payable to; “Christ Church 

Altar Guild” and may be placed in the offertory 

plate or mailed to us. Altar Flowers - $40, Narthex 

Flowers - $30, Sanctuary Candle - $10. 

 

Church School in the Summer… 
Summer may be here, but the opportunity for your 

child to continue with high quality Christian 

Education continues.  Below is the link for our 

Diocesan Sunday School. Do tune in! 
 

And don't forget; we will be back in church next 

Sunday (both at 9am and 5pm - outside).  

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

Sunday School Online: 9:00 a.m. Sundays. 

Anne Delgado combines video and activities to 
help children grown in faith and knowledge. 

Register now and join us Sunday 
morning: bit.ly/DNJSundaySchool 

mailto:kimroberts05@gmail.com
mailto:christchurchshrewsbury@verizon.net
https://dioceseofnj.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5&id=1082ad0e4c&e=70db73ce67


YOUTH SUNDAY 

CHURCH SCHOOL CELEBRATION  

 

On Trinity Sunday, June 7 most of our Church 

School students participated in a virtual Youth 

Sunday celebration. Even ML+ joined us.  The 

celebration included a quick lesson on the Trinity  

by Mrs. Nap, a sharing  by each participant and/or 

family of their own 3 in 1 concept of the Trinity 

followed by the traditional fellowship of ice cream 

sundaes which we all devoured while catching 

up with each other.  I have to say each family’s 

representation of the Trinity was clever, well-

thought out and designed.  All of us were so totally 

amazed by the differing ideas!  And we were all 

very excited to visit with one another after the long 

separation.  

 

Maybe the Fall will bring us more Zoom meetings 

or better yet-being able to meet.   Who knows?   But 

it was certainly the working of the Holy Spirit that 

brought us all together on that date and will be 

moving us toward a day when we can all be 

together again. 

 

Have a wonderful Summer- rest, relax and enjoy. 

 

Faithfully,    Sue Napoletano 

Church School Director  

 

 

Eggstravaganza 
 

While Easter may be long past and the Easter 

Bunny, Chicks and Llamas have surely hopped and 

galloped away to cooler climates, this fundraiser  

is not yet fully wrapped up.  There are still 

chocolate eggs for purchase if you’ve run out and 

need that one last chocolate fix. They, like 

everything else since mid-March, have been zip 

locked and sequestered in refrigeration.  There is 

still some money to be collected but most 

importantly the reporting on “how we did” so far is 

about to be revealed – about $800.00. Thanks  

everyone for your participation.  Call Sue Nap if 

you’d like to quell that chocolate urge.  732-272-

5135  or 732-229-0436.   Or email her. 

 

Until next Year -  Gramma the Rapping Llama  

 

 

Blessings Shared 

Parish Finance Update 
 

May 2020 Treasurer's Summary 

 
With the COVID-19 Pandemic continuing we are 

still facing unprecedented financial (and other) 

challenges at this time.  Fortunately our near-term 

& current financial situation has thus far remained 

stable.  While we still recognize the enormous 

uncertainty we face as our church, our state and our 

nation slowly continue with reopening.  We are now 

beginning to show an overall slight deficit for May 

and for Year to Date.  Pledges continue to be above 

budget, but it is uncertain how long this trend may 

continue.  Christ Church was approved for a 

Paycheck Protection Program loan from SBA 

(Small Business Administration) and received funds 

on May 15th and we have now utilized the first of 

these monies. As long as we adhere to the program 

spending guidelines this loan should be forgivable. 

Overall, Christ Church has greatly benefited from 

the generosity of our parishioners and a 

conscientious effort by our leadership and 

administration to watch our budget and utilize all 

programs that we qualify for during these 

extraordinary times.  

 
Sincerely, 

Steve Craven, Treasurer 

 

Please remember your pledge during the 

summer 
During the summer months our income usually 

drops which puts a strain on finances and our ability 

to cover our expenses. Please remember to send in 

your pledge if you are going to be away on 

vacation.  Simply mail it in!  Thank you. 
 

 

 



Face Mask Sale to benefit the 

Fr. Mainer Fund 

 

  
 

Our “In House” Seamstress/Parish member, Judi 

Buncher, has donated 60 Fitted Face masks for 

Christ Church to sell at a reduced price of only $6 

EACH  (originally $10.)  ALL PROCEEDS 

WILL BE DONATED TO THE FATHER 

MAINER FUND! 

 

Details: Four layers 100% cotton cloth. Pocket for 

additional paper filter (not included). Ear friendly 

behind the head ties create an excellent fit for long 

hour wear.  Cut and retie ends for personal fit or 

you can remove and replace with behind the ear 

elastic (not included).  Nose wire for snug fit. 

Machine washable. Many patterns to choose from.  

We also have 3 children mask’s to fit age 3-6yrs. 

and 1 mask for a 7-12 yr. old  

Purchase at the Parish House.  Call the office before 

coming to sure someone is there. 

 

 
Covenant House Dinner 
 

Christ Church provided supper for the two group 

homes in Asbury Park on Friday, June 5th. Connie 

Goddard and Mother Lisa delivered the Moravian 

pies, along with salad, dessert, and drinks. If you 

would like to provide supper sometime, do contact 

Connie. It is very easy; plan for a dozen, six at each 

home (two sets of everything). The residents 

prepare the delivered food themselves; only food 

delivery is needed. 

 

 

 

 
MCSPCA Donations Summer 2020 

 

A hearty woof woof and meow meow as thank you 

to the many parishioners who responded to help the 

animals of the Monmouth County SPCA.  

Donations have included bags of dog food, cans of 

dog food, cat treats, dog treats, cans of cat food and 

kitty litter.  Additionally, there were many, many 

bags of linens and towels, as well as some useable 

dog/cat crates.  You are a generous congregation.  

There were out of work families in need of pet food 

and supplies and your donations helped relieve their 

stress.  The small lip boxes are again in need, and 

one particular parishioner is a wonderful supplier of 

those items, but we can always use more.   
 

At the present time there are over 200 kittens in 

foster care, since this is kitten season.  Many of the 

dogs in the shelter are brought up from the south or 

overseas.  These transports were curtailed during 

the height of the Coronavirus, however they have 

once again begun.  The shelter is doing adoptions 

by appointment, so if you are interested check the 

web site and/or give them a call. 

 

Again, thank you for your continued support of the 

pets.   

Elaine 

 

 

 
Coffee Drive for Martha’s Cupboard 
Who doesn’t enjoy a nice cup of Joe? We are in the 

midst of a Coffee Drive to supplement our residents 

of Washington Manor. Please pick up an extra 

pound of regular or decaf on your weekly grocery 

run. You can drop them off in the Parish House any 

day of the week; Mother Lisa is usually here from 

9am to 12 noon. If no one is “home” you can leave 

them on one of the benches by the red doors. Kevin 

will be happy to bring them in for you.  

Youth Sunday Zoom 



“It takes a village to raise a child” 
 

From Queeni Quay…  

*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ 
Church supplied a scholarship for college.    
 

 

"He Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you 

nor give you up nor leave you with our support" 

— Hebrews 13:5 

 

I wish this Bible verse would give you more 

strength to survive this crisis.  It’s nice to hear that 

all is well with all of the Church members and that 

little by little we are seeing light in the midst of 

darkness this pandemic has caused. I also feel 

grateful that Church mass and activities will be 

allowed but with necessary precautions. The 

Philippines seems to be the only country left in Asia 

struggling so much nowadays. In the span of 3 

months the government's debt proliferated 

significantly just to help every Filipino. We have 

the most number of Covid cases daily in Asia, 

despite the very strict system almost like a Martial 

Law has been implemented, stagnancy is evident. 

We are not yet allowed to have face to face classes, 

online classes will continue for the whole semester 

making many of my classmates and friends drop out 

of school. Their parents do not have work, their 

scholarships were withdrawn and there aren't any 

part time job opening. We truly live in a sad and 

cruel world, my heart aches for them. That's why I 

wanted you to know how truly thankful I am for all 

of your support. The school calendar was adjusted 

with longer school hours and school year will end 

by May 2021 instead of March, but with the 

pandemic and school demands I remain flexible. I 

know how God works to keep the balance so I 

remain faithful. No matter how worst yesterday 

might have been, God reassures us that the best of 

tomorrow's guaranteed. 

 

(To the right is a picture of me and my mass 

communication classmates taken last Christmas 

Party)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rectory Garage gets a new coat of paint!  

Thank you Jeff Veil. 
 

 
Before  

 

 
After 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Queenie and her classmates 

 

 

 



 

PROPERTY & GRAVEYARD HAPPENINGS – MAY 2020 

 
  

 

 

 

 

By: Mark A. Roth 

Property Manager and Graveyard Chair 

 

PROPERTY . . . 

This month, after many months of discussion and planning, we have finally gotten Natural Gas service to the 

Rectory.  The reason for having this utility added is that the HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) 

system at the Rectory was in poor operating condition and was in dire need of replacement.  The project was 

large, necessitating that installation be done in two phases with the Air Conditioning taking precedence due to 

the arrival of the heat of the Summer.  As of June 26 the A/C portion is up and operational, while the heating 

portion will be installed within a short time afterward. 
 

We have scheduled the removal of three Black Walnut trees, due to property damage and safety issues.  A 

plumbing issue in the Rectory necessitated the skills of Walter Dein and Jeff Veil.  The subsequent leak was 

repaired, and, Jeff will be repairing the holes in the first floor ceiling which resulted from the leak.  Jeff Veil has 

given the Rectory garage a number of repairs and made it look like new with a new coat of paint.  Jeff is also 

working on a repair of the Rectory front steps whose concrete is chipping off.  Silverware and drawers in the 

Parish House kitchen have been cleaned and put away on new drawer liners. 
 

Landscaping projects are going on all over our properties:  The parking lot “cove” where Mass on the Grass is 

held has been completely spruced up and beautified thanks to many volunteers, making the area ready for 

reopening of Summer services.  The Parish House driveway link fence was stabilized and repaired by George 

Edwards.  He also neatened-up bushes and limbs around the Church and Parish House.  George and Walter 

continue to keep our tower clock running and accurate.  Our lawn service has readjusted their once-a-week 

schedule so that a fresh mowing is done just before the weekend.  
 

Most of you are aware that there was a fire in the kitchen oven at the Rectory.  It is a 1960s era double oven and 

separate from the cook top stove.  Sadly, the fire ended the fragile life of the oven, but, thank God that no one 

was hurt and that there wasn’t any property damage.  But, to be sure, the oven now needs to be replaced.  

Concurrently, the Rectory’s cook top stove has been slowly failing to the point where only two of the four 

electric burners remain operational.  Up to the point of losing the use of the oven, Mother Lisa was able to make 

meals, but, can no longer do so being hindered by the failing kitchen equipment.  Your Vestry is exploring 

remedies to correct this situation as soon as possible.  A number of things are being considered and the addition 

of Natural Gas service to the Rectory expands our options.  (With prayers, perhaps an “Angel” may be able to 

help.)  More on this in next month’s article. 
  

GRAVEYARD . . . 
 

Your Vestry, in conjunction with the Graveyard Committee, is exploring ways to accommodate the remains of 

additional souls in our historic Graveyard.  We met with a specialist earlier this month who measured our area 

and offered some ideas and advice.  We are awaiting a proposal for consideration and deliberation.  It is an 

exciting prospect that could impact our parish in a very positive way, ensuring that our historic heritage is 

handed down to succeeding generations in good condition. 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at Mass soon.  Stay healthy!   



 

Covenant House Sleep Out honors the “Boundless Beauty of Love” 
 

The Asbury Park residence for young people in need of shelter was again the beneficiary of many in our Christ 

Church family, who gave generously to the annual sleep out organized by Covenant House. Held the night of 

Friday, June 26, the event this year featured an adaptation necessitated by the Covid quarantine – rather than 

getting together on a sidewalk in New York or Newark or Asbury Park, as in years past, participants did a 

virtual “sleep out.” The idea was that we would take our sleeping bags out on a porch to voluntarily simulate an 

experience many homeless youth have before arriving at “the Cov” as they call it – nights of sleeping on the 

street upon finding they had no homes to go to. As in the past, several members of Christ Church participated 

actively in the fund-raising aspect of the event, if not quite so actively in its sleeping bag out-of-doors aspect. 

  

Our team consisted of Mother Lisa, junior warden Peggy James, church administrator Casey Surgent, and vestry 

member Connie Goddard. We were pleased to have raised $6,753, which placed us third among the 20 teams 

that participated this year. And we were particularly proud of Casey, who was among the top dozen fund-raisers 

statewide. Part of our campaign was waged via Facebook, part by email. About two dozen parish members 

contributed generously; the rest were donations from friends and families and ourselves. 

  

Rather than being rewarded – as in past years -- with in-person narratives by “Cov” house residents and 

motivational talks by House leaders, participants this year heard them via Zoom and a video. Friday night’s talk 

featured remarks by Jim White, director for the three New Jersey houses – one in Asbury, another in Atlantic 

City, and a third in Newark. With quiet passion, he delivered remarks on the challenges residents have faced 

over the past few months and thanked participants for their support. On Saturday morning, we woke to eloquent 

remarks by Tim Ryan of Fair Haven, president of the Covenant House board. His theme was the power of love. 

Though the virus as pummeled us, and we still are not sure what lies ahead, he said, we can be sure of one 

thing: “the boundless beauty of love is here and battle-ready.” Love, he said, is feeding the hungry, housing the 

homeless, and “not letting go.”  

  

The virus may have us cornered, Ryan added, “but love has something else in mind entirely.” 

  

Complementing Ryan’s remarks in the Saturday morning video were testimonials from various Covenant House 

residents. One, a young man named Ja’pree, described experiencing the past few months as “enlightening.” 

Initially, he thought, the virus would go away quickly; then he realized that wasn’t going to happen. So staff and 

residents got together cleaning and sanitizing the facility. We do our jobs, he said, because “the love Covenant 

House gives makes us stronger than the virus.” Another resident, Frankie, went from being forced out of his 

home because he refused to help support his mother’s drug habit to arriving at “the Cov” and finding the 

support he needed to win a scholarship to drama school. His tribute to the institution was “they never gave up 

on me.” And now he is building a career as a song and dance man in New York.  

  

But Covenant House knows that all of its residents will not have success stories to tell. The program ended with 

a tribute to those lost over the past few years, their names coming across the screen accompanied by a duet 

playing Leonard Cohen’s “Allelulia.”  Despite these losses, the struggle continues – as Frankie said, Covenant 

House is “a whole building of people saying ‘we’ve got you.’”  

  

But the organization could not continue catching people like Frankie and turning their lives around without 

assistance from fund-raisers such as the sleepout. And the fund raiser would not have been such a success 

without generous contributions from teams like that of Christ Church. As our Prayer for a Pandemic posted in 

the front of the church says, “let us choose love.”   

   

Connie Goddard, Vestry 

 



A special note to Christ Church from Covenant House 

 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for being part of our Sleep Out: Asbury Park Community Edition.  Despite 
a global pandemic and juggling a thousand things, 62 of you came together to raise support and awareness for 
homeless and trafficked youth.  From your living room, backyard, front porch, garage, and back patios- we joined 
together in unity… and we got the job done!! Together, you raised over $60,000 for the kids that will come 
through the doors of Covenant House New Jersey this year.    

This event was a heart-filled one with so many beautiful and tender moments. The courage of Khoulette, one of our 
young mothers at RLH, to share her journey was so inspiring.  We also heard moving words from our front-line 
heroes, Lennon and Kim, who are helping our youth navigate through the social injustice issues they face and be a 
positive force for change.  Your reflections the following morning spoke beautifully about how meaningful and 
impacting this Sleep Out movement is.  

Fundraising is still open for another 6 weeks! We strongly urge you to continue sharing about your Sleep 

Out experience, how it felt to give up your bed for the evening to stand in solidarity with the youth at 

Covenant House, and ask for donations.  

We can’t do this work alone. TOGETHER, we must continue to be a voice for the voiceless.  

Thank you again… for loving our kids, for your faithfulness, and for making a difference. 

With Gratitude, 

Sue 

 Casey’s sleep out location! 
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Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 
 

VESTRY 2020 
 

Elaine Feyereisen – Senior Warden 
Peggy James – Junior Warden, Stewardship 

Walter Dein – Building and Grounds 
Connie Goddard - Outreach 

Edgar John – Overseas Missions 
Larry Nibbling - Finance 

Joanne Montgomery – Bazaar Chair  
Dianne Regiec – Parish Life 

Mark Roth – Property Coordinator 
 

Treasurer – Stephen Craven 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo, Larry Nibbling 

Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 
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