
“The works of God’s hands are faithfulness and justice; all God’s commandments are sure. They stand fast 

forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.” Psalm 111.7-8 

 

 
 

Dear Friends,   

 

It is August, the month when your church leaders really sit down to figure out what the program year will look 

like. We take out calendars and set the dates for the church school and youth group, for adult education like 

Peak of the Week and Education for Ministry. Stewardship heads into its busy season, scheduling folks for our 

Sunday talks by parishioners, figuring out dinners and events. And we are ready to pounce into “Bazaar” mode.  

 

But not this year. As with everything else in life, we are watching, waiting, and trying to plan for what cannot 

really be planned. We will have some kind of education for everyone; what that will look like is still in the 

works. We were already planning to do something different for our 2021 Pledge Campaign; now we have the 

opportunity to really think outside the box! Sadly, we will not be hosting the Bazaar or the Lantern Tour; it is 

simply too many people in too small a space for now. But that does not mean there will be no fundraisers; this 

year we hope to have a “mega-raffle” and perhaps an autumn outdoor flea market to help make up the shortfall 

in income.  

 

For all these things, we ask for your support, your suggestions, and your help. Church as usual? Probably not. 

Bu what we will have is church as unusual. For we have an opportunity to let our minds imagine and dream all 

kinds of things. Opportunities for you to suggest those ideas you may have once thought not so practical or too 

“out there” for Christ Church. The times, they are a changin’, and we are changing with them.  

 

As I write these words, I think of these verses from the Psalms. God is all about faithfulness and justice. As we 

are created in God’s image, and have been called to work in God’s kingdom, that means we are also all about 

faithfulness and justice. It may seem hard to radiate those things when we are still fairly isolated from one 

another, when we must learn to be church in a different way, but those two, faithfulness and justice, are still 

there. And we are called to explore them, to pursue them, and to live them out, to live them out “in truth and 

equity” as the Psalmist puts it. 

 

Faithfulness for us has been looking different these days. Some have been able to come back to corporate 

worship – a wonderful thing to be back together – but that is not all that faithfulness is about. Nor is it only 

about being faithful in mailing in your financial support – although that is so very much needed as well. What I 

am talking about is the faithfulness to which God calls each one of us, calling us to live our lives in a personal 

commitment to the gospel we hold as true. This is a time for some self-reflection and self-evaluation. Just where 

are you with God these days? What is God calling you to do with that and about it? 

 

Justice also looks different these days, or at least we see it with fresh eyes. Because of this pandemic 

atmosphere, I think God has given our entire nation – and certainly we who are people of faith – a unique and 

much-needed opportunity to examine matters of justice and equity in a way we are often too busy to do. 

Inequities that have been made even greater by medical and economic concerns; it is as if Covid has pulled back 

the curtain to reveal who we truly are.  



None of us can dismiss the spotlight (floodlight, really) that has exposed the inequities in our society. From the 

recent deaths of George Floyd, Ahmud Arbery, and Breonna Taylor to the much celebrated lifelong work of 

Congressman John Lewis, I know I am looking at our society and our history with new eyes. The Black Lives 

Matter movement (which by the way, doesn’t mean that that black lives are the only ones that matter, but rather 

that black lives matter just as much as white lives – two very different things), the social unrest, the protests, 

and the debate about our monuments, the history they convey, and what to do with them, makes it impossible 

for us to circumvent the discussion or sit idly by.  

 

These thoughts fill my mind these days. They fill my prayers. I take it very personally, for I am painfully aware 

of how much I have benefited from the way our society has been structured, and how I have so often been 

complicit in in by my silence and by my acceptance of those benefits. As a priest, I also think about the 

responsibility we as Christians and we as Church have to stand up in faithfulness for justice.  

 

You see, we may not think that so many people pay attention to church these days. Or religious leaders. Or 

faithful Christians. We may not think that what we say and do makes much of a difference. But it does. We 

have the opportunity to lend a moral authority, a moral compass, to our society and our social discourse. We 

make a real difference when we speak up against the inequities we witness. We make a real difference when we 

take seriously our ministries like Martha’s Cupboard and Covenant House. We make a real difference when we 

use our voice to advocate for fair housing in our own county and communities, when we advocate for a more 

just and fair court system, when we love our neighbors as ourselves, and act on their behalf. The world does 

watch. They notice if we take these things seriously – or if we turn away from them and dismiss the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus.  

 

All this is rather uncomfortable. I am the first to admit how uncomfortable it is for me to come to grips with my 

own biases, let alone the part that even the Church has played – oftentimes by simply being silent and going 

about our own business. Now is the time to look at these things head-on. Especially in these hyper-politically 

charged times in which we live, we in the Church can and must stand outside the political fray and simply live 

out what God has given to us to do. For the works of God’s hands are faithfulness and justice. Done with 

nothing less than truth and equity.  

 

So much for the lazy days of August. So much for not having much in this edition of the Crown to lay out in the 

way of activities and events. The parish calendar may be looking rather empty these days, but that does not 

mean we do not have anything to do. Our Lord is always calling us to deepen our faith – and our faithfulness. 

To act justly – and to work for justice on behalf of others. As summer winds down, I encourage you to do that 

self-reflection and self-evaluation. I urge you to suspend judgement – and listen to every side of every 

conversation. For we are not just a people called to walk in truth and equity, we are also witnesses to our 

communities and advocates for those who need us most.  

 

Stay tuned. As long as we walk in this pandemic world of ours, we have a little more time to reflect. And to 

dialogue. And to act as the Church, the body of Christ. For we have a gospel to preach and a world to reach.  

 

 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 

 


