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You are cordially Invited to the 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 

of Christ Church, Shrewsbury 

 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 
 

At the 10:00am Mass 

Come IN person or come via ZOOM!* 

(no 8:00am service on this day) 
 

*the Zoom link will be provided as we get closer to the date in our weekly email.  

 

 

 

 
 

Epiphany Pageant  
“Rockefeller’s Very Exciting Adventure”  

 Sunday, January 3rd at our 10am service 
 

 
 
 



“Where it is customary to invite the parish priest to the homes of parishioners on the Feast of the Epiphany 

or during the week(s) following, this blessing may be used.” 

The Book of Occasional Services 
 

 

 
 

Dear friends, 

 

A new year is here! I always look forward to what a new year can bring, and this year is no exception. I imagine 

we have all been waiting for the calendar to roll over into 2021, praying that this is the year we will get a handle 

on this virus and recapture some semblance of normalcy. 

 

What a year it has been. I am anticipating that our Annual Parish Report will be very different from most, for 

the pandemic has challenged and changed just about everything we do around here at Christ Church. And with 

the coming of Epiphany, I am ready for another challenge and another change. In other words, I am thinking 

House Blessings. 

 

Epiphany has always been the traditional time for homes to be blessed, putting in mind the Holy Family and 

how they were blessed by those first visitors, the Magi. Girls Friendly Society has taken advantage of this 

tradition for several years; it has become our custom to have a House Blessing in the home of one of our girls – 

along with a festive party, of course!  

 

I don’t know about you, but I am more than ready for some festive time with each of you. This year, I have 

decided to offer an Epiphany Season of House Blessings. I may still not be able to come inside your home, but I 

would be honored and delighted to stop by and bless your home from your porch, yard, or even a hallway (if 

you are in an apartment or condo). There are so many of you that I have not seen in such a long time; even a 

face (even a masked face) from a window would be a welcome blessing to me.  

 

Here is what you need to do: take a look at your calendar, then call or email the church office with your name, 

address, and a proposed date for a blessing. We will try to work everyone into the schedule who would like to 

participate. I would love to come and visit you this Epiphany Season. Only do not mistake me for magi or 

anyone wise; I will not be bringing incense, frankincense, or myrrh. What I will bring are holy water, a smile, 

and prayers for a new year for a new time.  

 

I am already practicing the opening words we so need to hear, Peace be to this house, and to all who dwell in it. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mother Lisa+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes from the Senior Warden 

 
This month of December has been dedicated to 

communication with the parish regarding affairs of 

the parish.  We continue to deal with maintaining 

the cleanliness of each of the buildings.  The 

electrostatic fogger/sprayer is being utilized before 

and after each service in the church and before and 

after meetings held in the parish house.  The 

supplies are replenished as needed and there is 

continued vigilance in masking and maintaining 

social distancing at church.   

 

We determined that the safest method of planning 

for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services was 

to take reservations.  The pews are numbered and 

seating is planned as reservations are received.   

 

The finance committee and vestry have discussed 

the ending finances for 2020.  We are not in bad 

shape thanks in part to parishioners maintaining 

their pledges and support, and also to the PPP grant 

provided through the federal budget.  It appears that 

we may once again be eligible for that during 2021 

and if so, will again apply for the funds.   

 

The budget for 2021 is in the initial stages and more 

will be forthcoming in the next few weeks in that 

regard. 

 

Another committee has met this month to review 

the web site and suggest revisions to make it more 

friendly and up to date.  If anyone would like to 

assist with this endeavor, let us know. 

 

The stewardship campaign is moving along, and we 

do hope that everyone has enjoyed our video 

communications this past month.  I certainly know 

that it is good that I never pursued an acting career!   

 

Have a Happy New Year! 

 

Elaine Feyereisen  

 

 

 

PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

ANY CHANGES? 
Advise us of any changes in your home address, 

email address or any phone number(s).  Let us 

know so we can keep our records/database up to 

date.  Please send us an email or call the Church 

Office at 732-741-2220.  
 

 

 
 
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please note:  The Prayer List is updated on a continual basis.  
If you would like a person to be added, simply call or email 
the Church Office  

 

(*) indicates member of CCS 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need or 

trouble:  *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, *John 

Smalls, *Joan, *Marion Phillips, *Jim Miller, 

*Beverly Ryser, *Judi Buncher, *Carolyn, *MiMi 

Brown, *Sarah Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, 

*Tara Dunford, *Irwin Rapolla, *Lisa Ficarelli-

Halpern,  *Jonathan Badal, *Bob Van Valkenburgh, 

John Veil, Jennifer Turner, Pam, Stan Brower, 

Queeni, Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, Julie, Heather 

Lance, Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy and John Jobe, 

Vivian Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, Vieux, Judy, Bob 

Fitzgerald, Mary Ellen, Tammy, Alicia Binn, Savita, 

Farshid, Peedy, Gil, Edie, Julia, Marlene, Bert, 

Barbara Murgio, Sherrie, the Fontana family, James 

McKittrick, Don Smith, Greg, Frosty Romano, Judy 

Gregor, Jack Sauber, Rico and Liesel Rauschmayer, 

Bob, Jim Halpern, Joe, Jane Barnes, Jay Curlee, 

Alison, Rick, Geraldine Watson, Katie, Michael, 

Donna, Michelle Ten Eyck, Tabitha Shimooka, 

Evelyn Curley, Marian Bryja, Judy Smith, Mary 

Andrews, Ann Hatami, Robert Veil, Anthony, 

Eugene Krikowski, Kenneth Eckerd, Kathleen and 

James Keating.  May they be relieved of their 
distress. 
 

For parishioners and friends serving in the armed 

forces both here and abroad:  Traver, Michael, Bo, 

Travis “TJ” Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline Brattan.  May 
they serve in safety and with honor. 
 

 



Thank you for your time and 

efforts… 

 
A huge note of thanks to everyone that participated 

in our “virtual” and successful Christmas Bazaar  

 

to everyone that supported our Christmas outreach 

requests!  We received many gift cards and 

monetary donations for Covenant House, toys for 

St. Marks and various donations for the MCSPCA.  

You are a generous community of parishioners. 
  

 

 

Christ Church Christmas Cards 

Thanks to everyone who purchased our home-

grown Christmas Cards. And many thanks to Jim 

Miller who was the driving force behind this effort; 

he indeed has made this Christmas special. A shout 

out to Judi Buncher and Casey Surgent who 

worked so hard to get them produced and packaged. 

 

As a very special gesture, Jim suggested we send a 

package of the Historic Four Corner Christmas 

Cards to the Mayor of Shrewsbury and each 

Borough Council Member, as a way for us to thank 

them for the work they have done in this difficult 

year. They were delighted! And so are we. 

 

Thank you to the many, many persons who made 

our Christmas Celebrations beautiful! Special 

thanks to Chris Psolka and Jamie Green, and to all 

the Choir members that recorded music. To our 

youth and children who participated in our 

children’s service. To the Altar Guild who so 

beautifully adorned our church. To all who helped 

serve at the services; acolytes, lectors, ushers and to 

Jim O’Connor who organized our ZOOM live 

casts. We are truly grateful to our wonderful parish 

family. 
 

 

Many thanks to Walter Dein, Chis Brondi and Edgar 

John for all their hard work shoveling, and deicing our 

walkways, sidewalks and driveway. That was NO easy 

task.   

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Update 
 2021 Pledge Campaign 

“This is How We Love One Another” 

The Christian Community at Action 

in a time of Pandemic 
 

 

The Annual Parish Pledge Campaign for 2021 

brought on new challenges and took on a whole 

new look this year. The pandemic with its social 

distancing and the limited number of people 

attending church made us revisit “How We Love 

One Another”. With zooming and Facetime 

becoming the way we are all connecting, we felt 

weekly videos would give you the opportunity to 

see what was happening in the church since so 

many of you could not be there. And………..it 

worked! So many folks sent their pledge certificates 

in early and increased their annual pledge as well! 

The Finance Committee and the Vestry have a 

preliminary budget prepared, but it is not complete 

yet. Some of our regular “pledgers” have not 

returned their forms yet, so if may be you, check 

your mail, we have sent you a reminder! If you have 

never pledged and feel that it is time to do 

so………….it is not too late, just call or e-mail the 

church office and Casey will send you a certificate. 

If you are not ready to make a pledge, we ask that 

you consider a one-time gift; it can a big difference 

in how we make it through these final months of the 

pandemic. 

  

I would like to thank you all for continuing to send 

in your envelopes even when you are not attending 

church. Keeping up with your pledge has helped us 

keep up with our bills, which, by the way, have not 

decreased. 

  

We are preparing the 2020-year end statements to 

be mailed before the end of January, but if you are 

not sure where you stand on what you owe, e-mail 

me for an update. If you send a check to catch up on 

your 2020 pledge, please see that they are dated 

December 31, 2020 and we must receive them by 

January 6th, 2021 to have them credited to 2020. 
 

Do no forget to take advantage of the new tax 

allowance for the year 2020: Under the pandemic-

related CARES Act, taxpayers who do not itemize 

https://www.journalofaccountancy.com/issues/2020/sep/cares-act-charitable-deduction-for-nonitemizers.html#:~:text=Section%202204%20of%20the%20CARES,tax%20years%20beginning%20in%202020.


on their 1040s can--for this year only--deduct up to 

$300 above the line for cash donations to a qualified 

charity like Christ Church. That means the taxpayer 

is reducing her/his adjusted gross income (AGI--the 

amount of income on which you're taxed) by the 

amount donated to the charity. 
 

And  for those who DO itemize on their taxes (only 

10%-15% of taxpayers since the standard deduction 

was sharply increased under the 2018 Tax Cuts and 

Jobs Act), you can in 2020 under the CARES Act 

deduct 100% of your AGI that you give to a 

qualified charity. Here's an example: 
 

So if your AGI is $100,000, you may deduct 

$100,000 in charitable contributions and wipe out 

your income tax liability entirely. This may help 

nonprofits haul in some particularly large 

donations from wealthy itemizers who are 

charitably inclined. 
 

Happy New Year and “see” you at the Annual 

Meeting! 

Peggy James, Jr. Warden/Stewardship 

Peggy_james@verizon.net 

 

 
Pledge Envelopes 2021 
2021 Pledge envelopes have arrived!  You can 

pick up your box of envelopes in the Narthex. If 

you do not find a box with your name on it, but 

wish to use envelopes for your pledge, please 

contact Peggy James or the office and we will get 

you set up with pledge envelopes.  
 

 

 

IMPORTANT…. 

“Those Who Serve” 
LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULES 

 

We are in need of additional lay ministers to help 

at our services for our 8am and 10am Sunday 

morning Services. The service only needs One 

Acolyte, One Lector and Two Ushers/Greeters. If 

you are comfortable with returning to church in 

person and would like to serve please let us know. 

 

 

 

 

FLOWERS AND SANCUTARY 

CANDLE OFFERINGS 
 

A New 2021 Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

Almost every Sunday of the Church Year we have 

beautiful flowers adorn our altar and narthex. These 

are provided by our parishioners, usually in memory 

of someone or in thanksgiving to God for someone 

or something. Sign up on the Flower Chart in the 

narthex of the Church.  

 

Due to Covid, we are also trying a NEW way of 

signing up for Altar/Narthex Flowers and Sanctuary 

Candle donations for 2021.  We are aware that some 

parishioners like to sign up for dates for the 

upcoming year ALL at one time. You may still 

email the office at ANY time to inquire if a date is 

still available.  There is now a full YEAR form that 

you can fill out at home (found in the Narthex or in 

the office - we can also email one to you.) Call the 

office if you have any questions.  Return the form – 

Drop it off at the office, scan and email it, snail mail 

it, or place it in the collection plate at church.  

Instructions: Write the SUNDAY date you wish to 

sign up for (try to go in chronological order, month 

by month).  2.  In the appropriate box print the 

person’s name and the intention ie: in memory of 

Jane Doe, in thanksgiving for Jane Doe’s birthday, 

in celebration of John and Jane Doe’s anniversary, 

etc.  3.  Include who is giving the donation.  Please 

remember that during these uncertain times the 

flowers may be: virtual flowers, real flowers, live 

plants, greens, seasonal foliage, etc. at the 

discretion of the Altar Guild.  Please print YOUR 

name and contact info in case we have questions.  

You may pay for these at the time you send in this 

request OR as they come up monthly.  Thanks so 

much for your continued support of our Altar Guild. 

Please call Cindy Webster is you have any 

questions.   

 

 

https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/gop-tax-bill-and-impact-on-nonprofits.html
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/gop-tax-bill-and-impact-on-nonprofits.html
mailto:Peggy_james@verizon.net


MARK YOUR CALENDAR….. 
 
 

 
 

We have returned to our two  

Sunday Morning Services in the church. 

(with social distancing/masks/limited seating, etc.)  

8am AND 10am - We now have our brand new 

electrostatic defogger and we are ready for the 

cleaning that will need to be done between the two 

services.  We will continue to send you the lessons 

for Sunday services on the Friday prior, for those 

wishing to continue to stay home.  All BCP books 

and Hymnals have been removed from the church. 

Please bring you own book if you wish to use one. 

If you do not own one but would like to, let us 

know and we will order one for you. If you are in 

immediate need/emergency, please call Mother Lisa 

on her cell phone (732-567-5714) or you can also 

reach the wardens - Elaine: 732-742-1227 and 

Peggy: 732-610-1916 
    
 

Epiphany Pageant  
Sunday January 3, 2021 

at the 10am service 

 
 

“Rockefeller’s Very Exciting Adventure”  
 

 

Epiphany at Christ Church Shrewsbury 2021 

 

This has been a strange year, to say the least. And 

it's not over yet. In the past we've had Epiphany 

parties following the Epiphany Pageant in the 

church. Great food, fun finding tokens in the King 

Cake--alas and alack that will not be happening this 

year. We do know who got what last year though so 

it's just a delay--next year will be your time to shine 

with poems and cakes, and charity donations. 

  

The Epiphany Pageant will happen though. Our 

families have been great about staying safe and 

masking and doing the social distancing thing and 

that's going to continue with the production of the 

pageant. We'll be safe doing it and you'll be safe 

watching it so do watch it at 10:00 in the church, 

Sunday, January 3.  

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

How to conduct the Annual Parish Meeting has 

been on your Wardens’ and Vestry’s minds. We 

think we have figured it out. The Annual Meeting 

will be held on Sunday, January 24th.  

 

The meeting will begin at 10:00am with Holy 

Eucharist, in the church itself. We will be 

“zooming” the meeting for all who are not able to 

be present with us on that day. Alas, there will be 

no potluck brunch following, but perhaps later on in 

the year when we are all able to safely do so!  

 

The Annual Report will be available at the meeting, 

and we will email them out to members, as well. A 

weather date is set for Sunday, January 30th.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Saturday Work Day 
Now with the holidays over, please remember that 

January 9th is the next scheduled Second Saturday 

workday. In some ways it is difficult to predict what 

tasks are most important, but there are always 

things that your help will be appreciated. Off hand I 

know the rain gutters need cleaning and there are 

often tree branches and other necessary church yard 

clean-up. Even the unskilled can scrub grave stones 

and wash windows (weather permitting). Please 

plan to set aside an hour or two between 10 AM and 

4:00 PM to lend a hand. We are sorry but due to 

Covid restrictions, the kitchen unavailable, and 

lunch cannot be provided. Please bring your own 

snacks, food.  

 
 

Youth Group Prime (YG ′) 
 

We are not yet sure of what will work out for the 

month of January, but we will be in contact with our 

youth through email. Homework may be coming, to 

keep us up with what needs to be learned before 

being confirmed. So stay tuned! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday Book club 
 

We will resume on Jan. 10 at 2:00PM with our 

Zoom meetings. Our next book is Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry’s new book, The Way of Love. 

 

 
 

It offers the essential tools for addressing the 

seemingly insurmountable challenges facing the 

world today:  poverty, racism, selfishness, deep 

ideological divisions, and competing claims to 

speak for God.  It will lead us to discover the gifts 

we need to live in love, as well as reservoirs of 

hope, resilience, and simple wisdom. 

 

If you would like to join us, please let Mother Lisa 

know so that she can send you the Zoom password 

you will need. 
 

Deacon, Vicki 

 

Peak of the Week 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30am. We start with an 

informal Eucharist (9:30am) and at 10:15 we 

PEAK! 
 

Peak will be back in the swing of things on 

Wednesday, January 6, that's Epiphany, folks!  

 

We will finish up our discussions of Biblical 

Fracking.  Don't forget to bring your very own 

examples of midrash that you've written.  

 

We will start our next book on January 13. We're 

going to talk a walk back in time with Navajo Long 

Walk by Nancy M. Armstrong, illustrated by 

Paulette Livers Lambert.    

 

Come and join us in your favorite mask in a socially 

distant setting in the Parish House. Try us--You'll 

like us! Eucharist @ 9:30 Peak @ 10:15 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS! 
 

As foretold in the December Crown, on December 6 

we received an in-person visit by St. Nicholas, the 

Bishop of Myra. Engagingly portrayed by Jamie 

Green, St. Nicholas’ story was recounted for us. 

That such a tale of generosity and caring by a single 

person whose simple act of kindness took on such 

legendary proportions still resonates today is not so 

surprising for it is by example we learn best.  In this 

day and age we still find ourselves surrounded by 

and among ordinary persons whose acts of 

generosity and caring bear out the lesson of St. 

Nicholas.  
 

The outstanding success of our toy-drive this year 

certainly bears witness that our congregation 

embraces St. Nicholas’ example and carries out his 

lesson of love.   
 

As we enter 2021 may the beauty of his spirit go 

forward with each of us so that we may all bring 

comfort, peace and hope to each other in the New 

Year.  
 

Faithfully, Mrs. Nap  

 

Church School – Ringing in the New 

Year! 
 

Still working out details for how to bring that 

Sunday Morning Church School Spirit into New 

Year.  So, families-- keep your ears peeled and your 

eyes open for happenings in the Church School for 

2021.  I’ll be in touch to let you know what that 

journey is going to look like. Perhaps a Super-hero 

and a miracle or two are in the mix.  

Excitedly, Mrs. Nap  

 

 
 

Diocesan Sunday School Online: 9:00 a.m. 

Sundays. Anne Delgado combines video and 

activities to help children grown in faith and 

knowledge. Register now and join: 

bit.ly/DNJSundaySchool  

https://dioceseofnj.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5&id=6bee2f2555&e=70db73ce67


Girls Friendly Society 
 

Top of the Morning to You:  A New Year 

for Girls Friendly Society 
 

We haven’t exactly known what to do with GFS 

during this very long shutdown. Girls like to get 

together! We haven’t been able to do that. Girls like 

to work on projects! That has been difficult, too. 

But we have been thinking and planning and we do 

think we have a plan! 

 

On Sunday, January 10th we will be “Zooming” 

from 7:30pm to no longer than 8:30pm to lay out 

our program that we are calling Top of the 

Morning.  No one is quite certain of the origin of 

this greeting, but it may refer to the cream at the top 

of the milk can; the best is at the top! Which is what 

we GFSers are aiming at. The very best. At this 

initial “Meet and Greet” we will discuss what times 

and dates work best for our families and lay out the 

course for the year.  

 

What is the theme? In a nutshell, we will be 

working on ways to start one’s day, quieting fears, 

setting expectations, and how to easily start each 

day with our Lord Jesus. We will be sending out 

packets before each meeting with everything you 

and your daughter will need.  

 

For this first meeting, simply bring yourself! We 

will want to hear about what you have been doing in 

this past year. We want to know how Christmas 

was! And we might have a thing or two up our 

sleeves! Look for the notice: we will be sending you 

a link for the meeting via email. 

 

BTW: Did you know that there is a response to that 

old Irish greeting? When someone says, “Top of the 

morning to you!” the response is “and the rest of 

the day to you”.  I can hear that conversation 

between each one of us and God: greeting God first 

thing in the morning helps us feel God’s presence 

all the day long.  

 

 

 

 

 

“It takes a village to raise a child” 
*Queeni Caay is a Philippine student Christ 
Church supplied a scholarship for college.    
 

To my Christ-Church Shrewsbury Family,   

 

 Our mental health has been challenged this year.  

2020 showered the world with so many obstacles 

causing a huge paradigm shift in our lives. It is not 

easy, I can say, as I am one of the many students 

who finds online class more draining than face to 

face classes.   

 

 But God gave us hope, with the vaccines getting 

approved we are now seeing the silver lining. I 

know a lot of people is sad that we can't spend the 

holidays like before but I hope the holiday spirit 

won't die. There is still a lot of things to be grateful 

for and a lot of things to be celebrated safely and at 

home with the ones that matters most: OUR 

FAMILY.   

 

 Being able to wake up healthy is already one thing 

to be thankful for. We pray to God that things will 

be much better by the coming year 2021 for all of 

us. Before the year ends, I want to let you know that 

accepting me to be a part of the Christ Church 

Shrewsbury family is one of the things I am truly 

grateful for.   

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW 

YEAR!   

 

In God we Trust,  

Queeni from PH 

 

 



A King Cake for Epiphany! 
 

 
 

 

 

Brioche Dough: 

1/2 cup lukewarm water, 110 to 115 degrees  

2 packages dry yeast  

4 1/2 to 5 1/2 C sifted flour  

1/2 cup sugar  

1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg  

2 teaspoons salt  

1 teaspoon grated lemon rind  

1/2 cup lukewarm milk  

3 eggs  

4 egg yolks  

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons butter, softened  

1 egg, lightly beaten with 1 tablespoon milk  

dime, dried bean, or miniature doll 

 

Sugars:  

green, purple, and yellow food coloring, Pastes  

3/4 cup granulated sugar (12 tablespoons) 

 

Icing:  

3 cups confectioner's sugar  

1/4 cup lemon juice, strained  

3 to 6 tablespoons water  

2 candied cherries, halved  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Soften yeast in water. Combine flour, sugar, nutmeg 

and salt in mixing bowl. Stir in lemon peel. Make a 

well in center and pour into it the yeast mixture and 

milk. Add eggs and egg yolks, and with a large 

wooden spoon gradually incorporate dry ingredients 

into liquid ones. Beat in butter and continue beating 

until dough forms ball. (Mixing of the dough can be 

done in a food processor.) Place ball on floured 

board and incorporate more flour if necessary, by 

sprinkling it over ball by the tablespoon. Knead 

until smooth and elastic. Brush inside of large bowl 

with 1 tablespoon softened butter. Set dough in 

bowl and turn it so as to butter entire surface. (At 

this point you can refrigerate dough overnight.) 

Cover bowl and set aside for 1 1/2 hours or until 

doubled in bulk. Brush a large baking sheet with 

remaining butter. Punch dough down on lightly 

floured surface. Knead, then pat and shape dough 

into a cylinder about 14 inches long. Place on 

baking sheet and form into a ring. Press bean or doll 

into dough so that it is hidden. Set aside again to 

rise. When ready to bake brush the top and sides of 

the ring with the egg-milk mixture. Bake King's 

Cake in middle of oven at 375 degrees for 25 to 30 

minutes, or until golden brown. Slide cake onto 

wire rack to cool. 

 

Prepare the colored sugars by squeezing a dab of 

green paste into the palm of one hand. Sprinkle 2 

tablespoons of sugar over the paste and rub your 

hands together to color the sugars evenly. Set aside 

and repeat process with green, then twice with 

purple and yellow. (Do not mix sugars.) 

 

When the cake has cooled prepare the icing. 

Combine the confectioner's sugar, lemon juice and 

3 tablespoons of water in a deep bowl and stir until 

the icing mixture is smooth. If too stiff to spread, 

beat in 1 teaspoonful water at a time, until desired 

consistency is reached. With a small metal spatula, 

spread the icing over the top of the cake, allowing it 

to run down the sides. Sprinkle the colored sugars 

over the icing immediately, forming a row of 

purple, yellow, and green strips, each about 2 inches 

wide, on both sides of the ring. Arrange 2 cherry 

halves at each end of the cake, pressing them gently 

into the icing. 

 

 



A NOTICE FROM THE DIOCESE: Beware of fake emails 

A common email scam is to send out emails pretending to be from the bishop or from clergy from addresses 

that seem similar to their real addresses. Always ensure that email is from the named person before you 

share any information or make any purchases. If you reply to the email, you'll receive a follow-up, usually 

asking you to purchase gift cards for the bishop to give away. Neither the bishop nor the diocese will ever make 

such a request via email*. Any such requests are fraudulent and should be ignored and deleted. 

*The same goes for your priest and/or deacon! 

 

 

 

Vestry Nomination and  

Selection Process 
 

 

Annual Parish Election Process 

As we prepare for the Annual Parish Meeting on January 24, 2021, we are required, under the Parish By-laws to 

nominate candidates for Vestry to fill the vacancies left by those members who have fulfilled their terms. 

 

A Nominating Committee has been formed by the Vestry, as per the By-Laws. 

 

 

Call for Candidates 

We are soliciting nominations for two open Vestry Positions (3 year terms). We are also needing two persons to 

be deputies to Diocesan Convention and to the Monmouth Convocation, and three alternates. The Convention 

this March will be via Zoom, which means this may be the year to consider serving, as you will be able to do so 

from the comfort of your own home. Please contact Elaine Feyereisen or Mother Lisa if you would like to be 

considered, or if you have someone you would like to nominate. Please confirm that the person you are 

nominating is willing to serve before submitting their name to the committee. 

 

Deadline for Submitting Candidates 

Please submit candidates for consideration by Sunday, January 3rd 

 

Eligibility to Serve on Vestry 

To be eligible to serve on the Vestry the nominee must be a “Qualified Voter” as defined in the By-laws: 

 

Article II, Section III 

Qualified Voters 

Those eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting, known as “qualified voters” shall be persons who are baptized, at 

least sixteen years of age, domiciled in the parish or adjacent thereto, of good moral character, adhering to this 

Church and to no other religious body, active communicants, meaning that they regularly attend services of this 

Church in this Parish, and regular contributors to the current expenses for the six months preceding the Annual 

Meeting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Be Not Afraid: A Reflection for Difficult Times  
 

You all know Donna Devlin as the person who leads our Peak of the Week Study Group on Wednesdays. She is 

known by our children as the very kind lady who comes in and does special projects with them. She loves to 

play! What you may not know is that Donna is the Director of Christian Education for the Congregation of St. 

Saviour at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City. She wrote the following reflection for her 

families there, in the aftermath of the recent shooting (December 13) on the steps of that beloved, holy place. 

We offer it to you, with her permission. 
 
 

"Be not afraid". This is the message of the angels, time after time in so many Bible stories—"Be not afraid. " 

We will hear it soon in the Christmas story as the shepherds are visited by angels. "Be not afraid". The message 

of the angels, over and over again—"Be not afraid." I suspect that that message is not really hard for an angel. 

And I know that "Be not afraid" is so much easier to say than it is to do. I know, because of all the times that I 

have been afraid. I also know that being afraid is nothing to be ashamed about. Being afraid is a very 

human feeling 

  

This past Sunday afternoon there was a lovely choir concert on the steps of our Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 

Then, on those very same steps, just a few minutes later, an evil—violence and the losing of a life—took center 

stage.  It was a terrible thing to happen at any time and in any place but it feels worse, I think, because it 

happened in a place that we all know so well and which we love with all our hearts. Violence is an awful thing 

and at Christmas time it seems much more awful. 

  

Violence is probably never going to totally go away. Wishing will not make it go away. And we can't make it 

stop by trying to forget or by denying that it happens. It happens all around us and often it happens to us in 

various forms. What we can do is not dwell on the fact that it exists. There is beauty and safety in our world and 

in our individual lives. We can keep in touch with the beauty and safety in our lives and let that overshadow the 

dark and violent things.  

   

Fear is nothing to be ashamed of. Fear can help keep us safe by teaching us to be careful, but we should not 

spend so much time being afraid that we lose track of the beauty and good things all around us. Be afraid 

enough to be careful. Don't take crazy risky chances or dares. When fear comes--look it in the eye and know 

whether it is a fear that will keep you safe or if it is just so much fear that it will keep you from moving on. 

  

 On this past Friday, on those very steps in the front of our Cathedral there was another gathering This gathering 

was for the purpose of having A Rite in Defiance of Darkness a liturgy written by our sub-dean, Fr. Malloy. Its 

purpose was to stand up to the evil that came last Sunday, to make that evil "Be Gone", to leave our Cathedral 

once more safe and beautiful and sacred. Its purpose was to drive out any remaining evil. We will not forget but 

we will not dwell upon it. We will move forward and upward.     

  

When fear comes, kids--talk to your parents, parents—talk to your kids. Let them know what you're thinking 

and feeling. It does help to share these thoughts.  

  

This has been a long and strange and scary year all along--let's be grateful when 2020 is behind and we look in 

the face of a bright and shining 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPERTY & GRAVEYARD HAPPENINGS – December 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

By: Mark A. Roth 

Property Manager and Graveyard Chair 

 

It was just September 1st yesterday, and, suddenly, here we are in the first days of Winter! In that whisp of time 

there has been a lot happening in the Property and Graveyard departments with much of it falling in the realm of 

mundane, ordinary maintenance and upkeep.  Nonetheless, it is steady and important work. 

 

To begin with, we had a pretty hefty strong windstorm which blew down a relatively small tree in the backyard 

of the Rectory.  No damage to structures or property occurred, and, the tree was taken care of by Jeff Veil. 

 

Fall cleanup of all of our properties have occurred with removal of leaves and loose brush and sticks.   

 

I imagine that, due to the pandemic, you may not have seen our newly renovated rest rooms in the Parish 

House.  Should you find “the need” to use them, please keep in mind that they are both unisex, so, be sure to 

knock before entering.  Also, every effort has been made to keep the rest rooms safe to use.  Kindly, follow the 

instructions on the signs regarding your use of cleaning materials following your visit to the rest room.  Leave it 

cleaner than you found it.  Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe.  

 

The new heating and cooling system has been installed in the Rectory, and, the final inspection of the system 

was completed, passed and certified by the Township. To anyone who has had an apartment, condo, house, or, 

car, nothing can be more frustrating than those pesky “intermittent” problems!  So, during the course of daily 

operation, it was found that the upstairs cooling and heating were intermittently failing to work, leaving the 

upstairs either hot or cold depending on the weather outside.  It seems that the second floor thermostat was 

faulty and not sending a signal to the new system.  So, we had to run our own “diagnostics”, make a few calls, 

and, on a freezing cold Sunday morning, had to ask Walter Dein to try and figure it out.   

 

A follow-on to the Rectory conversion to Natural Gas was the recent removal of the subterranean oil tank in the 

Rectory’s front yard.  The work was done efficiently and without a hitch.  Filling and regrading made the area 

appear to be nearly undisturbed. 

 

Our arborist has scheduled tree work in the North and South graveyards for February 16th.  Because this date 

seemed too distant, we attempted to find another provider who could perform the work much sooner.  However, 

those with whom we spoke are booked until March or later, even at this date.  So, we will be adhering to the 

original February date. 

 

In the North graveyard we are admiring the newly installed headstone for the Lovekin family. 

 

“Oh, ho ho, I love the snow!  One, two, three; the snow loves me!!”  Well, while it is definitely beautiful, snow 

is not necessarily kind to us, particularly in the Property department.  Consider our paved driveway . . . you 

know, the one with the narrow clearance between the Parish House and the grave stones?  Tight squeak for 

anyone with an unwieldy snowplow to attempt.  But, the more difficult part is the stone covered parking lot.  

Trying to scrape the snow without digging a trench or inadvertently making a stone pile, both of which can 

create tripping hazards, takes skill and care.  Don’t forget: sidewalks, driveways, paths and steps.  It is difficult 

to find a business that will cater to these specific needs on such a random basis.  To be sure, having the property 



cleared properly is very costly.  So, we are presently trying to locate a reliable provider who can cater to our 

requirements. 

 

With the recommencement of two Sunday services, we are utilizing our newly acquired fogging equipment in 

between services to make the church safe for use.  Also, the seating is purposely staggered (and limited) in 

order to maintain safe social distancing between worshippers.  Please be cognizant to maintain your six foot 

distance between all others who are not in your family unit.  Filling a pew meant to safely seat two or three 

encroaches on the safety of others who are seated correctly in nearby pews.  Yes.  The pandemic is making our 

choices difficult, but, we must remember: it is only temporary, and, the safety of others is as important as the 

safety of ourselves.  Always remember to wear a mask that fully covers both your mouth and your nose at all 

times whenever you are in a structure other than your own home, or, when in close proximity to others out of 

doors.  Close conversations do not follow the six foot distance guidelines and are to be avoided.  The Books of 

Common Prayer and Hymnals have been removed from the Church to reduce the possibility of disease 

transmittal.  Similarly, the Sunday bulletin is a one-time use and will not be reused or recycled, so, kindly take it 

home with you when you leave.  Use the hand-sanitizer with is provided throughout the Church.  One last thing, 

please: Pandemic or not, Church is always a “message-free zone”.  Kindly do not wear garments, hats or face 

masks, etc. that have messages or advertisements on them. 

 

Speaking of Safety:  We are happy to announce that several “Angels” and a grant from the Diocese have 

provided us with a Defibrillator for the Church!  Several of our Vestry leadership have been trained in its use.   

What is marvelous is that the Defibrillator speaks clear, step-by-step instructions as it is being applied and will 

not let the user make a mistake, so even an untrained person can use it with confidence.  This is a fantastic 

feature that can save a life! 

 

It is important to note that much of the maintenance work completed each month is the result of the tireless 

efforts and focus on detail of Jeff Veil, Walter Dein, George Edwards, Edgar John and many others who give 

freely of their time and talents to keep our Church safe and operational for us all.  Thank you so much, 

everyone! 

 

Santa’s Naughty List for 2020 – COVID-19 

 

Other than that, I am pleased to report that not much of note has been happening lately, thank God!  

 

Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year!            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Those Who Serve 

January 2021 

 

 

 

January 3 

Priest Server:   8am:  Judi Buncher 10am: Erin Pedalino   

Altar Guild:  Judi Buncher 

Lector:  8am: Walter Dein 10am:  Connie Goddard 

Greeters/Ushers:   8am:  Peggy James 10am: Larry and Halina Nibbling 

 

 

January 10 

Priest Server:   8am:   Edgar John 10am: Josh and Matthew Dunford   

Altar Guild:  Phyllis Edwards 

Lector:  8am:  Walter Dein 10am: Tara Dunford  

Greeters/Ushers:   8am:  Peggy James 10am: Elaine Feyereisen, Jim O’Connor 

 

 

January 17 

Priest Server:   8am: Judi Buncher 10am: Stacy Reagan, Cassie Regan   

Altar Guild:  Ann Miller 

Lector:  8am: Walter Dein 10am:  Elaine Feyereisen 

Greeters/Ushers:   8am: Peggy James 10am: Philip Andrews, Jim O’Connor 

 

 

January 24 NO 8AM SERVICE Annual Meeting  

Priest Server:   10am: PJ Reyes  

Altar Guild:  Cindy Webster 

Lector:  10am:  Larry Nibbling 

Greeters/Ushers:   10am: Peggy James, Elaine Feyereisen 

 

 

January 31 

Priest Server:   8am: Edgar John  10am: Halina Nibbling   

Altar Guild:  Judi Buncher 

Lector:  8am: Walter Dein 10am:  Elaine Feyereisen 

Greeters/Ushers:   8am:  Peggy James 10am: Larry Nibbling, Philip Andrews 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



JANUARY 2021 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
 

11:15AM 

Rehearsal for 
Pageant 

3 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Epiphany Pageant 

 

 

4 
Office Closed 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Holy Eucharist &  

Peak of the Week 

 

7 
 
 

6:30PM 

EFM  

 

 
 

 

8 
Rector’s day off 

 
 
 

 

 

 

9 
 

 
 

10am-4pm 

2nd Saturday 

Workday 

10 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  

 

2PM 
Book Club Zoom 

7:30PM 

GFS Zoom 

11 
Office closed 

 

 

 

12 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Holy Eucharist &  

Peak of the Week 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

6:30PM 

EFM  

 

 

 

 

 

15 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
  

17 
 8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

2PM 

Book Club Zoom 

18 
Office closed 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

 

7PM 

VESTRY 

meeting 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Holy Eucharist &  

Peak of the Week 

 

21 
 

 

6:30PM 

EFM  

 

 

 

22 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 
 

 

24 
NO 8am service 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist  
ANNUAL PARISH 

MEETING 

 

2PM 

Book Club Zoom 

 

25 
Office closed 

 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

27 
9:30 - 11:15AM  

Holy Eucharist &  

Peak of the Week 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

6:30PM 

EFM  

 

29 
 

30 

31 
8AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

10AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

2PM 

Book Club Zoom 

      

 



 

Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 
 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   
BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 
The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 
The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster 
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator 

Jeff Veil, Sexton 
 
 

VESTRY 2020 
 

Elaine Feyereisen – Senior Warden 
Peggy James – Junior Warden, Stewardship 

Walter Dein – Building and Grounds 
Connie Goddard - Outreach 
Edgar John – Fundraising 
Larry Nibbling - Finance 

Joanne Montgomery – Bazaar Chair  
Dianne Regiec – Parish Life 

Mark Roth – Property Coordinator 
 

Treasurer – Stephen Craven 
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo, Larry Nibbling 

Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 
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