
“You only live once, but if you work it right, once is enough.” 

- Joe Lewis 

 

    

Dear Friends, 

 

Being a big fan of the Resurrection, I don’t entirely buy into the words of Joe Lewis. I smile as I think to 

myself, Really, Joe? is it only once? But I know what he means. We go around once on this side of reality, and 

this life is too precious a gift to waste. As Christians, we have the joy and the responsibility of living our lives to 

the fullest…..and then to think even beyond the grave. 

 

As we make our ways through the last days of Holy Week, my thoughts are slowly turning to Easter. Most 

would prefer to leapfrog right over this dark, painful time which the next few days bring to mind and I am right 

there with them. But I also feel we should not move through these days too quickly. Especially this year, when 

such themes of pain and loss and sacrificial giving have been so present in our everyday lives. We need to 

spend time with our Lord in his passion in order to truly know Resurrection.  

 

Having said this, I can’t tell you how I am looking forward to Easter. I am looking forward to our first outdoor 

“Mass on the Grass” on Saturday at 5:00pm when we kindle the new fire (lighting not only our hearts and 

spirits but our imaginations and our hopes for the future). I know it will be particularly joyous to be together 

once again with the Mass Grass crowd. I am looking forward to P.J. Reyes and his trumpet calling us to look 

heavenward to the skies above. I am looking forward to the first of two egg hunts in the graveyard. It is good to 

be able to look forward! 

 

I also look forward to our Easter Day celebration at 11:00am. We are particularly blessed to be celebrating the 

Rite of Holy Baptism – is there anything better than bringing a new little one into the fellowship of the saints on 

the day of Resurrection? Little Charlotte and her family will no doubt be signs to us that God’s kingdom 

continues to grow and expand. And of course, there will be that second Easter Egg Hunt following the service. 

 

Why two? Well, to echo the words of Joe Lewis: “You only live once, but if you work it right, once is enough.” 

That sounds to me like a challenge: the challenge of really working it this year. That sounds like the call to 

double the fun out in the graveyard this Easter. Out in the graveyard: for it is in the midst of death that we 

celebrate life. It is in the midst of the painful year we have had that we eagerly hang onto the promises of our 

Lord that life is all around us, pushing us forward, filling us with the expectation of what might be. 

 

You only live once. Which takes my mind and my heart past the great Day of Resurrection to what happens 

beyond. As people of Faith, we are called to live in the light of the Resurrection each and every day of our lives. 

This means not only our own personal concerns, our own households, our own church.  It is also a call to live 

the resurrected life out in the world. This pandemic has uncovered and magnified so many challenges in our 

society. So many inequities. From gun violence to the looming housing crisis, from the border crisis to racial 

injustice, from climate change to political unrest. There is much to do. 

 

Who better to get in there and work for our Lord’s kingdom than us? We who bring all we are and all we do in 

the hope of Christ Jesus, we who know that God is working in and through us, who believe that a new life is 

actually possible? Christ rose from the grave, announcing to us one and all that the time is now for us too, to 

arise and live out the good news of the gospel. After all, if we work it right, it might just be enough. 

 

Peace, 

 
Mother Lisa+ 

 


