
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 

Romans 12.7 

 
 

Dear Friends,   

 

It has been quite a long time since we have welcomed a new member to our staff. This month? We are 

welcoming two! Even if your math skills are not at their best, you should be able to calculate that these two fine 

people make up fifty percent of the paid staff here at Christ Church, which means we are also welcoming all 

kinds of changes. For the work each one of us does is performed through the lens of our own, unique 

personalities. It is shaped by the experiences we bring along with us. It is influenced by our family and friends. 

And it is certainly affected by our individual talents and abilities. It is enough to get me more than excited to 

think about our future together! 

 

Iris Chen begins with us on Sunday, August 1st, as our organist and choir director. Iris brings many gifts along 

with her. She received her Master of Music degree and Graduate Performance Diploma from the Peabody 

Institute of Johns Hopkins University. She is also an avid educator, having taught students for over two decades. 

She has a lovely spirit, which is just what we need coming out of this pandemic. I hope you are able to be with 

us this Sunday to warmly welcome her and her family to our parish.  

 

Debbie Roese begins with us on Monday, August 2nd, as our new Office Administrator. She comes to us not 

only with all kinds of experience, but with the grace so needed to be the “face” of Christ Church to all who 

enter our office doors. Debbie will be training with Casey for two weeks; do feel free to stop in and welcome 

her (and make your goodbyes to our beloved Casey). With Debbie’s arrival, we are changing our office hours 

slightly, so do take note of the change. You see, changes are already happening! 

 

Along with welcoming these two staff members, we are once again beginning to welcome newcomers to the 

church, as people feel more secure having been vaccinated and are longing to find a spiritual home. We also 

continue to welcome back returning members to Christ Church after many months of being away. So good to 

see each and every one of you! 

 

As we welcome one another, let us also be mindful of each other. Recent upticks in the new Delta Variant have 

put us once again on alert. We will once again be donning masks in church, just to be sure we are acting in a 

loving and thoughtful way towards one another. Please keep this in mind as you attend services; we still have 

plenty of room to safely distance in our pews, and we plan to take every reasonable precaution. If you have any 

concerns, do give me or one of the wardens a call; our first priority is the care of this parish and all who enter 

here.  

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! Stay safe. Treasure your family and friends. I keep you in my prayers, and I 

pray you keep me in yours as well. I long to see each one of you again very soon, and even more I long for you 

to be healthy, happy, and content in our Lord Jesus. 

 

Peace, 

Mother Lisa+ 


