
  

“Fill, we pray, the heart of this your servant who you have chosen to be a bishop in your Church, with 

such love of you and of all people, that s/he may feed and tend the flock of Christ…”  Book of Common 

Prayer, Liturgy for the Ordination for a Bishop  

  

Dear Friends,   

  

You may have heard the news: our Bishop, the Right Reverend William H. “Chip” Stokes, the 12th Bishop of 

New Jersey, has announced his upcoming retirement. The date is set for June 2023, giving the Diocese the time 

to conduct a thoughtful and thorough search for our next bishop and spiritual leader.  

  

Bishop Stokes has with us for eight years; by the time he leaves us, his tenure will be close to ten years – a 

decade that has seen many changes and in which he has left an indelible mark. He has been with us for 

confirmations, for our 1717 Vinegar Bible Event, and for the 300th anniversary of the Graveyard and the 250th 

anniversary of the erection of the Church Building. All duties that bishops typically attend to and take part in.  

  

What I have appreciated most about Bishop Stokes is how ably and pastorally he has cared for us through these 

long pandemic months. Long before most of us had any sense of what was coming, our Bishop was taking stock 

of what would become a dire situation. In February of 2020, he boldly canceled our Diocesan Convention, 

fearing the exposure that would bring to his people. At the time, I wondered just what he was doing! But by 

mid-March, it was clear that he had absolutely made a wise and good decision.  

  

That was only the beginning. Bishop Stokes made our safety his number one priority. For a year he met every 

Thursday with us clergy via Zoom, keeping communication lines open, checking in on our own mental and 

spiritual health, and keeping us informed of what we could and could not do during this pandemic.   

  

He and his team gave our congregations all the help we needed with securing those PPP Government Loans, 

holding our hands as we navigated through the (somewhat complicated) system. He led a weekly on-line Bible 

Study – so needed during times when we could not gather together. He made available regular zoom meetings 

on a variety of subjects from Stewardship and Sunday School to mental health issues and the trending social 

issues of our day, which both clergy and laity were welcome to attend. His decisive leadership and complete 

availability provide a calm assurance in a sea of uncertainty and fear. Just what we needed during these difficult 

and trying times.   

  

Now it is time for us to look towards the future. On Sunday, September 26th, we elected six members of the 

parish to attend a zoom Convocation Meeting scheduled for October 24th. Bill Cuff, Allie Cummings, Jamie 

Green, Bob Honecker, Teddy Keating, and Kim Roberts. These delegates will gather information for us and 

will elect one lay and one clergy member from our Monmouth Convocation to be on the Episcopal 

Search/Nominating Committee.    

  

This is only the beginning! If you are interested in being involved in the search for our next bishop, do speak 

with me or with one of the Wardens. It is an important decision for the Diocese as well as our parish church.  

  

Peace,  

  

Mother Lisa+  

 


