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Preserve The Christ Church Rectory 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Temperatures are heating up this month....and not only outside:  
the Rectory Campaign is sizzling! 

With your help, we can hit triple digits; what will you give? 
 



 

 

 

“Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.” Psalm 122.7 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This is the last of my summer reflections upon the Christ Church Rectory. Last month I left with the question of 

the construction costs of the house (the lot itself being $150). I cannot answer that with certainty, but I can say 

that when the first resident, the Reverend Eli Wheeler, resigned from his position in 1829, he held a mortgage of 

$1,000 on the house. Whether that was the total cost is hard to say; for there had been some talk of adding a 

barn to the property (perhaps what eventually became my garage); that might be what was reflected in the 

number.  

 

What happened next surprised me for there is a twist in the story! Steed writes in his history that because Rev. 

Wheeler held the mortgage personally, “the Vestry sold the property to Abigail Parker and liquidated the loan.” 

I had no idea that the Rectory had been sold by the church – nor so soon after it was built!  

 

Goodness, could it be that we only owned the Rectory for less than five years? Not to worry, for the Vestry 

must have come to their senses and seen the error of their ways. Steed then writes that “in 1832 the Vestry 

resolved to take back the house sold to Abigail Parker.” They must have made that arrangement, for we indeed 

have the Rectory back. It also seems that the Rectory was not fully paid off until 1835. 

 

A note of interest: when the next priest, the Reverend Harry Finch came to serve as Rector, it was noted that he 

was given $8.69 to make needed repairs on the house. I am afraid that $8.69 would not go very far these days; 

just replacing a fluorescent bulb in the kitchen this month cost me $12.00. The mortgage may be long gone, but 

the cost of keeping our home maintained and in good order is a continual expense and obligation.  

 

One other note: Steed comments on the Rev. Eli Wheeler’s pastorate in Shrewsbury… “it is said that it was 

preeminently successful, and the register shows that the six years he served Christ church were far from 

fruitless.” I like to think that part of his success was because he was so snugly situated in a beautiful home, a 

stone’s throw from his beloved church. I know this grand old house has been a wonderful place for me and my 

family, allowing us our privacy – but still just a stone’s throw from all the action of the parish. 

 

++++++ 

 

As this is being written, the Rectory Capital Campaign is already underway. You should have received a letter 

and a commitment form in the mail from our trusted co-chairs, Mr. Rod Webster and Mr. Jim O’Connor. I ask 

you to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give to this Fund; no amount is too small (or too large, 

for that matter!). Your generosity will enable us to care for this house that has been a home to seventeen clergy 

families for over two centuries. 

 

I have already made my own pledge; it is my gift to the next rector of Christ Church, and the next and the next. 

For this Fund will ensure the security of our parish church and her ability to have fine men and women come to 

serve Christ in our midst for years – and I pray centuries – to come. 

 

Peace,  

 

Mother Lisa+ 
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Preserve The Christ Church Rectory 
 

We are well on our way to completing our Phase One Goal of $100,000. As of today, we have received 10 

pledges totaling $67,700.00; Over half-way there! This invested Fund will allow us to maintain our Historic 

Rectory and to ensure it is in good order for subsequent clergy and their families. We encourage every family to 

participate; it is an investment in the future of our Parish. Be sure to get your pledge in today! 

 

My commitment to “The Christ Church Rectory Fund” 

  
Level/Amount: _______________                          Date: ________________________  
  
Printed Name: __________________          Signature: ________________________________ 

  
I/We would like to pay our commitment out over the following period of time: 
________ immediately 

________ over 4 years 

________ over 3 years 

________ over 2 years 

________ over the next year 

  
If you would like an appointment to hear more about this campaign, call the office. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Columbarium Update 
Christ Church has entered into a formal contract and 

commitment with The Creter Vault a company with 

100 years of experience creating burial monuments. 

It is expected that we will see progress before winte 

Niches are available to parishioners interested still 

at pre-construction prices and payment plans. 

Contact Kim or Bob Honecker at 732 530-

7451 kimroberts05@gmail.com 

We would be happy to discuss this important 

decision with you and provide details. 

 

To my Christ Church Shrewsbury family, 

 

Things have been quite hectic on my end. I had 

summer classes with little to no breaks, but it’s all 

worth it. This is all for my future and this is my way 

to show my gratitude to all of you. To be honest, I 

am writing this letter now in a rush hoping that I 

won’t miss the Crown deadline. I could have written 

about other things the past few days, but I waited for 

my thesis 1 grade to get posted in our university 

portal to show you how much I have progressed in 

my college journey. I am officially in my last college 

year, and I have been graded 95% in our 

Thesis/Special Project 1. This coming semester I will 

be taking Thesis 2 and career development training. 

I couldn’t wait to share it with you because this 

wouldn’t be possible without the trust, kindness, 

support, and prayers you didn’t hesitate to give to 

someone a thousand miles away.  

 

With all my heart, thank you. 

 

Love and prayers from PH to USA, 

Queeni 

 

 

 

News and Notes: 
 

In Loving Memory of Ethel John  

May12, 1931 – July 11,2022 

 

In Loving Memory of Sandra DeMurley  

November 9, 1930 – June 27, 2021 

May their souls rest in peace 

 

Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant! 

Ten years ago, when our then Sexton had some 

pressing health issues, parishioners Jeff Veil 

stepped in as temporary Sexton. When it became 

clear that we needed a permanent position, Jeff 

stayed on. He recently retired from the position (not 

the parish!), and we wish him well as he enjoys a 

little more free time.  

 

We have asked parishioner Kevin Carroll to take on 

the position for the rest of the summer. This gives 

the Wardens to update the position and make some 

decisions about going forward. So bon voyage to 

Jeff, and bienvenue to Kevin!  
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Graveyard Happenings 

A few weeks ago, I happened upon the ever-

creative Marie Maber in our graveyard, with brush 

and paint! Stroking away at a beautiful portrait of 

our beloved church. I snapped a picture of her in 

action and wanted to share it with you. One can 

never get enough views of Christ Church! Marie 

told me she would welcome any who would like to 

join her in this artistic endeavor. That is something 

to think about! 

 

Girls Friendly Society (GFS) News 

It may be summer, but that doesn’t keep gfsers from 

being very, very busy! For you see, our GFS 

National Assembly meets July 31st through August 

7th at Simmons University in Boston. Several of 

our members – both moms and girls – are slated to 

attend, including Mother Lisa. It will be a 

wonderful time for us to meet up with chapters from 

across the country, exchanging ideas and doing the 

work of the ministry.  

 

We also have a POOL PARTY planned for 

Sunday, August 14th at 4pm. We will meet at the 

Ocean Township Pool for swimming and dinner. Do 

let us know if you plan to attend; you will need to 

have a member meet you at the entrance to gain 

admission. Wear your bathing suit, and bring a dish 

to share! 

 

Respecting our flag: A Reminder from our 

Property Chair 

Often graveyard flags deteriorate and need proper 

disposal. There is now a plastic bucket by the Parish 

House Lost and Found basket. Please place all  old 

and discarded flags here and never put them in the 

garbage. 

Walter Dein 

 

      
 

        Save the date! Crop Walk Coming!! 

 

Summer Pledges Needed! 

In these lazy days of summer, a reminder to be sure 

you send your pledge to the church office. We know 

many of you are traveling this month, but the 

church lives on with all she does! So do stop for a 

moment and catch up on your pledge to your 

church. 

 

 

 

 

Vigil Against Gun Violence 

On Wednesday, July 20th, members of Christ 

Church Shrewsbury joined people of many 

Christian denominations at our sister church of St. 

John’s, Little Silver, to pray for an end to gun 

violence in our nation. Our Bishop, the Right 

Reverend William (Chip) Stokes was the principal 

speaker. It was a powerful evening, as we joined in 

solidarity to pray and determine to work for the 

safety and welfare of all our people. The Vigil was 

covered by News 12 NJ.  Please follow the link 

below for a sampling of the coverage.  

Candlelight vigil held Wednesday night to honor 

gun violence victims, advocate for peace 

(news12.com) 

 

https://newjersey.news12.com/candlelight-vigil-held-wednesday-night-to-honor-gun-violence-victims-advocate-for-peace
https://newjersey.news12.com/candlelight-vigil-held-wednesday-night-to-honor-gun-violence-victims-advocate-for-peace
https://newjersey.news12.com/candlelight-vigil-held-wednesday-night-to-honor-gun-violence-victims-advocate-for-peace


  
 

 

Your Prayers Are Requested 

 
 

For our Clergy:  Please pray for Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop, Chip our Diocesan Bishop;  Mellick, our Bishop; 

Victor and Alfredo, Bishops of our Companion Dioceses 

of Ecuador, Lisa, and Victoria our Clergy.  May they grow 
in their knowledge of the Lord. 
 

For the sick and suffering, and those in any need or 

trouble:  *Mignon Williams, *Cassie Reagan, *John 

Smalls, Kevin Carroll* *Joan, *Jim Miller, *Beverly 

Ryser,  *Judi Buncher, *Carolyn, *MiMi Brown, *Sarah 

Schmid, *Susan Van Valkenburg, *Irwin Rapolla, *Lisa 

Ficarelli-Halpern,  *Jonathan Badal, *Bob Van 

Valkenburgh,  *Rosemary, John Veil, Jennifer Turner, 

Pam, Queeni, Jocelyn, Mariwether Schmid, Julie, 

Heather Lance, Pat and Bob Rivenes, Cindy and John 

Jobe, Vivian Hillborn, Lea Gallagher, Judy, Alicia Binn, 

Peedy, Edie, Marlene, Sherrie, Rico and Liesel 

Rauschmayer, Joe, Jane Barnes, Jay Curlee, Geraldine 

Watson, Katie, Michael, Michelle Ten Eyck, Tabitha 

Shimooka,  Marian Bryja, Judy Smith, Ann Hatami, 

Anthony, Eugene Krikowski, Kenneth Eckerd, Susan 

Galicki, Tommy, Adrienne Betz, Peter Janosz, Lisa,  

Sandy, Stuart, Frances, Sam Vaught, Don Birkmire, 

Reynaldo Jean-Baptiste, Joe Skelly,  Jerry, Nick, Tom 

Simms, Reverend Bill Balmer, Alissa Deakin, Geraldine 

Busby, Rene Aubry, Arlene Loder, Liz, Frances O’Hara, 

Robin McKeever, Edgar John, Lennox John, Kathy, Mary 

Ann. May they be relieved of their distress. 
 

For parishioners and friends serving in the armed forces 

both here and abroad:  Traver, Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” 

Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline Brattan.  May they serve in 
safety and with honor. 
 

For those who have died:  Ethel John, Sandra DeMurley 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

For parishioners and friends serving in the armed forces 

both here and abroad:  Traver, Michael, Bo, Travis “TJ” 

Wilson, Aaron, Jacqueline Brattan.  May they serve in 
safety and with honor. 
 

 

*denotes members of Christ Church 
 

 

You are encouraged to take this prayer insert home with 

you to use in your personal prayers! 
 

 

 

Three Shrewsbury Churches Celebrate the 

Fourth 

By Lori Draz 

 

Note: the following was written by reporter Lori 

Draz for the Journal. We had such a wonderful day, 

we plan to do so again! See our picture collage at 

the end of the Crown. 

On Sunday, July, the Presbyterian Church in 

Shrewsbury, welcomed members of the Quaker 

Meeting and Christ Church along with the 

community in general for Independence Day 

celebration. 

 

These three churches occupy half of the historic 

four corners intersection of Sycamore and Broad 

Street in Shrewsbury; a relationship that historian 

Rick Geffken explored in his presentation during 

the event.    

 

The day began with a worship service at 10 am, 

then it was time to fire up the grills for an old-

fashioned community cook-out and pot luck brunch. 

Close to 100 people young and old enjoyed this day 

of fellowship and food in celebration of our nation’s 

birthday.   

 

 

 

 



 

Independence Day Worship and Picnic with our Neighbors! 
 

   
Pastor Katje Greunig and Priest Lisa Mitchell       Guest Speaker Rick Geffkin, Historian and Author 

 

 
 

   
     The Chen-Durek Musicians were a huge hit!  Yes, those are the Stewarts in those back chairs! 

 



Phoebe Hinsdale Brown 

By: Patrick Durek 

 

Who was America’s first woman hymn writer? Too 

difficult? OK, name any woman hymnodist born in 

the US? It’s fair to say that few folk—even 

churchgoers—are aware of this perhaps esoteric 

trivia. That so, learning a bit about those who have 

penned hymns that are likely sung each week, in a 

church, somewhere on Earth, isn’t an unworthy 

task. So, who is the first? While it isn’t so easy to 

pin down a first of most things, someone has to be 

anointed for the history books. A fine candidate for 

first woman hymnodist is Phoebe Hinsdale Brown. 

 

Born on May 1, 1783, in the aptly named Canaan, 

New York, Phoebe Hinsdale encountered toil and 

strife since the cradle: both her mother and father 

died before she reached age two; her guardians 

consisted of an older sister and her husband, an 

abusive county jail keeper; she was forbidden to 

attend school, and remained illiterate until she 

reached adulthood, left her guardians, and enrolled 

in school for three months, where she finally 

learned to read and write. 

 

It was not until she was age thirty-five when Brown 

wrote her first hymn. Perhaps fittingly, her 

inspiration arose after a humiliating incident. There 

was a grand estate in her neighborhood, with a 

mansion much larger than her small house; she 

would venture over at twilight to sit and look at the 

gardens. “I felt quite retired and alone with God. I often 

walked quite up to that beautiful garden ... and felt that I 

could have the privilege of those few moments of 

uninterrupted communion with God without encroaching 

upon any one.” But, one evening, the lady of the 

mansion approached and scolded her for coming 

each evening and then scurrying off. According to 

her diary, Brown returned home in tears and wrote 

her first hymn, “Twilight Hymn.”  

 

Yes, when the toilsome day is gone, 

And night, with banners gray, 

Steals silently the glade along 

In twilight’s soft array. 

I love to steal awhile away 

From little ones and care, 

And spend the hours of setting day 

In gratitude and prayer. 

 

Another hymn she wrote was the “Village Hymn,” 

written in hopes that her seven year-old son would 

some day grow up to be a missionary (indeed, he 

became the first American missionary to Japan): 

 

Go, messenger of love, and bear 

Upon thy gentle wing 

The song which seraphs love to hear, 

The angels joy to sing. 

 

Go to the heart with sin oppressed, 

And dry the sorrowing tear; 

Extract the thorn that wounds the breast, 

The drooping spirit cheer. 

 

Go, say to Zion, “Jesus reigns”— 

By His resistless power 

He binds His enemies with chains; 

They fall to rise no more. 

 

Tell how the Holy Spirit flies, 

As He from heaven descends; 

Arrests His proudest enemies, 

And changes them to friends. 

 

Phoebe Hinsdale Brown died on October 10, 1861, 

in Henry, Illinois.  

 



Those Who Serve - August 

August 7 

Celebrant:   Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell 

Acolytes:   Catherine Scotto, Cassandra Murphy, Teddy Keating 

Lectors:   Martie Viets 

Ushers:   George Edwards, Rod Webster 

Choirmaster/Organist  Iris Chen 

Altar Guild:   Phyllis Edwards 

Ice Tea Host:   Larry Nibbling 

 

August 14 

Celebrant:   Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell 

Acolytes:   Priscilla Gettis, Isabel & Isara Chen-Durek, Judi Buncher 

Lectors:   Larry Nibbling 

Ushers:   Carl Alfano, Jim O’Connor 

Choirmaster/Organist  Iris Chen 

Altar Guild:   Halina Nibbling 

Ice Tea Host:   Peggy James 

 

August 21 

Celebrant:   Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell 

Acolytes:   Dexter & Kody Craven, Halina Nibbling, Edgar John 

Lectors:   Bob Honecker 

Ushers:   Carl Alfano, Walter Dein 

Choirmaster/Organist  Iris Chen 

Altar Guild:   Cindy Webster 

Ice Tea Host:   Robin Solbach 

 

August 28 

Celebrant:   Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell 

Acolytes:   Priscilla Gettis, Dexter and Kody Craven 

Lector:    Edgar John 

Ushers:   Connie Goddard, Bramley Maber 

Choirmaster/Organist:  Iris Chen 

Altar Guild:   Judi Buncher 

Ice Tea Host:    

 

 

 
 
 
 



August 2022 
 

 

SUNDAY    MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

1 

ML Off  

 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

5 
 

 

GFS Nationals 

 

 

6 
5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 
Service 

GFS Nationals 
 
 

7 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

8 
 

9 
 

  

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

12 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

13 
 

5:00PM 
Mass on the Grass 

Service 
 

14 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist  

 

GFS Pool Party 4pm 

 
 

15 
 
 

 

16 

Debbie Vacation 
 

17 
Debbie Vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 
Debbie Vacation 

 

 

19 
Rector’s day off 

 

Debbie Vacation 

 

 

20 
 

5:00PM 
Mass on the Grass 

Service  
 
 
 

21 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

24 
 

Huelsenbeck  

Renewal of Vows 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

26 
Rector’s day off 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

5:00PM 
Mass on the Grass 

Service 
 

 

28 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

29 
Tentative Vestry 

Meeting 

 

 

30 
 

 

31 
 
 
 

 

1 
 
 

2 
Rector’s day off 

 
 
 
 
 

3 
5:00PM 

Mass on the Grass 
final outdoor 

Service  
for the season 

 
 
 

 
 

Sept. 4 
 

9AM 

Holy Eucharist 

Blessing of the 

Backpacks 

 
 

 

Sept. 5 
Labor 
Day 

     



 
 
 

Christ Church Shrewsbury 
380 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

 

ChristChurchShrewsbury@verizon.net 

 

The Communications Team reminds you to check the web site for current parish news.   

www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

   "Be friends with Christ Church Shrewsbury" and then invite your friends to be our friend so  

                we all can be informed and connected to events in our community. 

 

 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST.   

BRING SOMEONE TO CHURCH WITH YOU. 

 

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector 

The Reverend Victoria Cuff, Deacon 

Iris Chen, Organist/Choirmaster 

Debbie Roese, Office Administrator 

Kevin Carroll, Sexton 

 

VESTRY 2022 

 

Peggy James – Senior Warden, Stewardship 

Connie Goddard – Junior Warden 

Carl Alfano 

Walter Dein – Building and Grounds 

Sheila Hatami-Watson 

Sue Napoletano- Church School 

Larry Nibbling – Finance  

Robin Solbach  

Martie Viets – Parish Life 

Treasurer – Stephen Craven 

Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo, Larry Nibbling 

                                                                 Vestry Clerk – Nancy Stewart 
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