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The Vinegar Bible
Christ EpiscopalChurchin Shrewsbury,New Jersey,holds

one of the seventeenά±ƛƴŜƎŀǊ.ƛōƭŜǎέin the United States. Thisrare
type of bible wasmadeby JohnBaskettin 1717while he servedas
the printer to King Jamesin England. Though appreciated for its
design,the VinegarBibleis riddled with typos,which eventuallylead
to.ŀǎƪŜǘǘΩǎquickdeclineasa publisher. Themost famousmistakein
the bible is the pagecontainingLuke20:9; a pagethat shouldreadas
άtŀǊŀōƭŜof the±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘέinsteadreadsasάtŀǊŀōƭŜof the±ƛƴŜƎŀǊΣέ
giving the bible its name. Beyondthe typos in this 40-pound bible,
142 intricately illustrated prints representnumerousmomentsfrom
biblical narratives. Throughout history, and still today, art is
something that is ever changing with new methods and styles
emerging. Throughmy analysisof the imagesand researchon 18th

centuryEngland,I haveconcludedthat thesepieceswere createdin
an early Neoclassicalstyle. After providing some more technical
detailsabout the VinegarBible,todayI will demonstratewhat I mean
by this art historicaldesignation.
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Figure 1 - James Thornhill 



Figure 2 ςJames Thornhill 



Figure 2 ςJames Thornhill Birth of Venus Sandro Botticelli, mid 1480s



Figure 3 ςLouis Laguerre 



Figure 3 ςLouis Laguerre The Delivery of the Keys to Saint Peter Pietro Perguino, 
1482



Figure 4 ςLouis Laguerre



Figure 4 ςLouis Laguerre 
Primavera Sandro Botticelli, late 1480s 



Figure 5 ςLouis Cheron 



Figure 5 ςLouis Cheron Laguerre tail piece from the First Book of Kings


